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For the third year in a row, Allen County has 
reached $1 billion in building permit value, and part 
of the reason is likely the online permit process, 
according to county officials.

Allen County Commissioner Nelson Peters said 
during a news conference Sept. 3 at Citizens Square 
that Jan. 1-Aug. 27, the county had surpassed $1 
billion in permits. Fort Wayne has seen $600.7 million 
in building permits and unincorporated Allen County 
having $484.4 million.

That’s compared to nearly $1.02 billion reached 
in November last year and $1.03 billion in December 
2017, the first year the county reached that mark.

“Now instead of talking about the billion-dollar 
mark, the key benchmark these days is how quickly 
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The ILEARN results are in and it seems like no 
one is very happy about them.

As of this article’s print deadline, the scores for the 
Indiana Learning Evaluation and Readiness Network 

(ILEARN) for spring 2019 have not been made 
public, but comments made by various legislators and 
state leaders suggest they were less than ideal.

“When compared to past ISTEP+ scores, the 
scores for Indiana’s new assessment, ILEARN, indi-
cated lower achievement levels across the state in 
both English/language arts and mathematics,” Jennifer 

McCormick, Indiana state superintendent of public 
instruction, said in a statement. “The combination of 
the rigors associated with this newly aligned college 
and career readiness assessment, national normative 
data, and the defined established performance cuts all 
contributed to the lower performance levels.”

Recent state test scores reveal cracks in public ed

n See ILEARN on PAGE 20

Technology gets part of the credit for 
Allen County’s building permit boom

Allen County Commissioner Nelson Peters 
talks about the county surpassing $1 billion 
in building permits by the end of the third 
quarter 2019 during a news conference 
Sept. 3 at Citizens Square. Fort Wayne has 
seen $600.7 million in building permits 
and unincorporated Allen County has seen 
$484.4 million.
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Harrison Heller of Heller Homes says developers 
like his company are having a hard time keeping 
the housing stock filled. The company is moving 
to downtown Fort Wayne, which is booming.

John Caywood, Allen County building commis-
sioner, said with the online permit process, he 
can move requests along to other departments, 
even on the recent Labor Day holiday weekend, 
which speeds up the process.

Rob Young, vice president of business 
development at the Hagerman Group, said 
the building trades, including architecture 
and engineering, are providing the jobs of 
tomorrow.

By the numbers
Building permits issued Jan. 1-Aug. 27, 2019
City of Fort Wayne
11,215 permits
$600.7 million
Unincorporated Allen County
6,800 permits
$489.4 million
New Haven
645 permits
$51 million
Leo-Cedarville
157 permits
$5.8 million
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Three emerging northeast Indiana companies gave 
the region the fourth best deal flow out of a dozen 
districts in the state tracked by Elevate Ventures in its 
Indiana Venture Report for the first half of 2019.

The assessment of the state’s venture investment 
activity found average deal sizes did not grow signifi-
cantly, with seed and early-stage deals accounting for a 
substantial portion of Indiana’s venture activity.

Of the 53 deals totaling $151 million during the 

first half of the year, the central region including 
Indianapolis attracted 34. It was followed by the west 
central region, with half a dozen deals, and the north 
central with four.

The south and south central regions of the state 
each attracted a couple of deals and the southeast and 
southwest regions each attracted one.

In northeast Indiana, Allied Payment Network, 
3BG Supply Co. and the Northeast Indiana Commer-
cialization Consortium attracted a combined 
$7,417,500.

The Ann Arbor, Michigan-based venture capital 
firm, Plymouth Growth Partners, invested in Allied 
and 3BG. Elevate invested in Northeast Indiana 
Commercialization Consortium, which does business 
as STRE.ME.

About 23% of Indiana’s deals were in later-stage 
companies, compared with a national average of close 
to 25%, while about 42% were early stage, compared 
with nearly 33% nationally. About 36% of Indiana’s 
total consisted of seed investments, compared with a 

Report eyes first-half  venture investment
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