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On Nov. 16 Huntington University held a cere-
monial ribbon-cutting at its new Don Strauss Animal 
Science Education Center, with Gov. Eric Holcomb 
wielding the oversized scissors.

“It’s just a proud day for all Hoosiers,” Holcomb 
said in remarks celebrating Huntington University’s 
most recent accomplishment.

The new facility, which is visible from U.S. 24, 

was announced in December 2019, and construc-
tion began in early 2020. Named in honor of the 
late Don Strauss, a fourth-generation member of the 
Strauss family in North Manchester and founder of 
Strauss Veal Feeds and Midwest Poultry Services, the 
10,000-square-foot space will house many of the key 
livestock elements of Huntington’s agriculture degrees, 
including large fl exible pen space and an on-site class-
room. The adaptable space will be equipped to host a 

BY CINDY LARSON AND LISA ESQUIVEL LONG
news@kpcmedia.com

COVID-19 cases are increasing exponentially in 
Indiana and Allen County, prompting authorities to 
implement some new restrictions to curtail spread of 
the deadly virus, with 25 county deaths reported in less 
than a week.

Cases are doubling every seven days, said Allen 
County Health Commissioner Dr. Matthew Sutter at 
a news conference Nov. 17. He said this week Allen 
County will move “very deeply into red.”

Counties are designated red, the worst rating repre-
senting very high spread of the virus, if they exceed 
a per-capita new case rate of 200 cases per 100,000 
residents in the past week and exceed 15% positivity in 
testing.

Red is considered the tipping point for uncontrolled 
spread. The state’s color-coded system is updated 
Wednesdays.

As Sutter put it, the county will be “so freaking red 
you should stay home.”

Deaths statewide are up to around 40 a day. The 
day of the news conference, nine more Allen County 
residents had died from COVID-19, following 16 in the 
previous week.

So in light of these new, alarming statistics, Sutter 
has issued an Allen County Public Health Order effec-
tive Nov. 22 and set to expire Dec. 12.

Bars and restaurants will be limited to 50% capacity 
indoors, and 100% capacity outdoors, but if they use 
tents, two sides must be open. They will have to close 
from midnight to 5 a.m.

Social gatherings will be limited to 100 people 
when the state is at level red, and 250 when the level is 
orange.

Gyms will be limited to 50% capacity.
Sutter discouraged multi-family in-person gath-

erings, suggesting “This is a great year for a Zoom 
Thanksgiving.”

Fort Wayne Mayor Tom Henry announced at the 
news conference that Citizens Square, 200 E. Berry 
St., home to several city departments, will be closed 
to the public Nov. 23-Jan. 19. Most employees will be 
working from home.

In addition to Citizens Square, the following city 
buildings will be closed: the Fort Wayne Parks and 
Recreation Department offi ce and Parks and Recre-
ation pavilions; community centers, and youth centers. 
The Foellinger-Freimann Botanical Conservatory will 
remain open. Fort Wayne Animal Care and Control’s 
facility will operate under restricted access.

Steve McMichael, mayor of New Haven, praised 
Sutter for his efforts. McMichael had COVID-19 
several weeks ago and is still recovering, fi ghting 
fatigue every day. He had a couple of particularly bad 
days while he was sick, including diffi culty breathing. 
“I wish this upon nobody,” he said.

City of  Fort Wayne 
creates new restrictions 
due to COVID-19 spread

SCREENCAPTURE

Fort Wayne Mayor Tom Henry said Nov. 10 
that residents must wear masks to prevent 
the spread of COVID-19, as cases across the 
world start to surge again.

Huntington University 
cuts ribbon on ag center

CINDY LARSON

Huntington University celebrated the opening of its new Don Strauss Animal Education Center 
with a ribbon-cutting Nov. 16.

n See HUNTINGTON on PAGE 19
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With more people shopping from home due to 
COVID-19 concerns, trucking fi rms are struggling to 
hire qualifi ed drivers.

The shortage of truck drivers with a CDL 
(commercial driver’s license) has been a perennial 
problem, but it’s only getting worse because of the 
pandemic.

Ivy Tech Community College and Conexus Indiana 
are attempting to alleviate this problem with a new 
training program for commercial truck drivers that is 
covered by federal student loans and enhances a grad-
uate’s employability in the trucking industry.

The CDL+ curriculum will be offered starting in 
January at fi ve Ivy Tech campuses, including Fort 
Wayne. Eight others will offer the course later this 
year.

The program can be completed in one semester, 
and those who fi nish earn a 17-credit-hour certifi -
cate. The 160 hours of training includes 121 hours of 
operating observation, 30 hours of behind-the-wheel 
skill development and an eight-week internship, all of 
which prepares them to become a CDL holder.

The best part, however, is that this is the fi rst CDL 
program eligible for federal student loans. Bryce 
Carpenter, vice president of industry engagement for 
Conexus Indiana, said the cost of a CDL license — 
$7,500 — is prohibitive to many prospective truck 
drivers. But with the CDL+ program the academic 
element qualifi es for federal student loans.

Conexus Indiana developed the program in 

partnership with Ivy Tech, the Indiana Motor Truck 
Association and Venture Logistics. The Indiana 
Department of Workforce Development provided an 
initial grant.

Why the shortage?
Carpenter said both economic issues and percep-

tion turn people away from commercial truck driving. 
The $7,500 cost is a deterrent, but in addition to that, 
a rule prohibits anyone under 21 with a CDL from 
crossing state lines.

In addition it’s perceived as a hard life fueling 
an unhealthy sedentary lifestyle. Families don’t like 
having a loved one gone for days, and now with the 
coronavirus many equate travel with a heightened like-
lihood of catching the disease.

Creating 
leaders
Chamber and foun-
dation create DeKalb 
LEADS. 
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CDLS needed: Ivy Tech to offer 
curriculum for truck drivers

LISA ESQUIVEL LONG 

JAT of Fort Wayne, 5031 Industrial Road, Fort 
Wayne, advertises for Class A CDL drivers.

n See CDL on PAGE 19


