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The Indiana Department of Transportation 
will begin a much fought for environmental 
study needed to turn the U.S. 30 corridor from 
Valparaiso to the Ohio state line into a free-
fl owing freeway.

The study, known as a Planning and Environ-
ment Linkages study, is a faster process developed 
under the Trump administration to speed up the 
permit process.

New roads require full environment impact 
studies, but this will be a less extensive one.

“It’s fast, it’s lots less expensive” than the 
original $25 million study that regional business 
leaders had been advocating for, said Bill Konyha, 
CEO and president of the Regional Chamber of 
Northeast Indiana.

“When we developed our legislative agenda 
during the summer of 2020, the members of the 
Regional Chamber identifi ed the transition of U.S. 

FWBW STAFF REPORT
WASHINGTON — The U.S. Small Business 

Administration (SBA) and lenders are taking more 
strides to improve the Paycheck Protection Program 
(PPP) so that small businesses can access much 
needed PPP funds to persevere through the pandemic, 
recover, and build back better. The SBA is working to 
increase equitable access to underserved small busi-
nesses, to assure the integrity of the program, and to 
promote rapid and effi cient distribution of funds.

The week of Feb. 7-13, the SBA hit a major mile-
stone of approving $104 billion of PPP funds to more 
than 1.3 million small businesses. Highlights from this 
round include:

• Reaching more of the smallest businesses; 82% 
of all loans going to businesses requesting less than 
$100,000

• Reaching rural communities in a meaningful way; 
28% of businesses who have received funding this 
round are in rural communities

• Increasing partnerships with Community Devel-
opment Financial Institutions (CDFIs) and Minority 
Depository Institutions (MDIs) who are trusted agents 
in extending economic relief to minority communities 
and underserved populations

The SBA is also taking additional steps toward 
improving the speed to resolve data mismatches and 
eligibility concerns so that small businesses have as 
much time as possible to access much needed PPP 
funds, while maintaining the integrity of the program. 
Three important changes will:

• Enable lenders to directly certify eligibility of 
borrowers for First Draw and Second Draw PPP loan 
applications with validation errors to ensure businesses 
who need funds and are eligible receive them as 
quickly as possible

• Allow lenders to upload supporting documen-
tation of borrowers with validation errors during the 
forgiveness process

• Create additional communication channels with 
lenders to assure the SBA is constantly improving 
equity, speed, and integrity of the program, including 
an immediate national lender call to brief them on the 
Platform’s added capabilities

“We are pleased that the Paycheck Protection 
Program is targeting the smallest of small businesses 
and providing economic relief at a crucial time in 
American history. The SBA has achieved another 
major milestone to provide critical recovery capital to 
America’s small businesses by approving 1.3 million 
PPP loans totaling $104 billion in the current round. 
While we are excited that we are doing a better job 
of reaching the hardest hit industries and communi-
ties, we are committed to taking additional steps to 
ensure that there is equitable access for underserved 
businesses and that we are leading with empathy to 
support small businesses in a diffi cult spot,” said SBA 
Senior Advisor to the Administrator Michael Roth in a 
news release.

Through SBA’s 68 district offi ces, the agency 
will work in close partnership with the Biden-Harris 
administration to further leverage its resource partner 
network and expand on multilingual access and 
outreach about the PPP. Updated PPP information, 
including forms, guidance, and resources can be found 
at www.sba.gov/ppp and www.treasury.gov/cares.

PPP improves 
service to 

underserved 
businesses

U.S. 30 study clears way for 
upgrade to freeway to begin

STEVE GARBACZ

Northeast Indiana business leaders and legislators worked together on the effort to turn U.S. 30 
into a free-fl owing freeway, which now has the state’s approval for a study to start the process.

n See U.S. 30 on PAGE 19
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CASS Housing is creating gardens that 
will provide food for local restaurants while 
giving CASS residents job opportunities.

Last weekend Residents 10-12 moved into 
the fourth house of CASS’s neighborhood 
near Turnstone off North Clinton Street. 
CASS provides housing for adults with 
developmental and/or intellectual disabili-
ties, who may be living on their own for the 
first time.

The housing part of CASS (Customizable, 
Affordable, Sustainable, and Safe) is “just 
the tip of the iceberg” of the organization, 
said Robert Johnson, director of garden 
operations for the new CASS Gardens 

program. Johnson is moving 
in with his wife and two 
children as stewards to three 
women in House No. 5, 
which Johnson expects to 
open in early summer.

“While we’re filling a 
much needed hole, which is 

CASS Housing adding gardens 
for resident work opportunities

FREIGHT FARMS

Calendula bloom in a Freight Farms hydro-
ponic garden.

Johnson n See CASS on PAGE 19


