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Smiling in
difficulties

A Stoner’s Funstore
neighbor has created a
GoFundMe campaign
for the business, hit by
the viral recession, then
riot damage.
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Following
that cheese

Columnist Larry LaBov
talks about adapting
for survivability while
a Paulding, Ohio, plant
reconfigures to produce
in-demand clear plastic
shields.
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Back in the
USA

TydenBrooks in Angola
is bringing back
machinery and jobs
from Mexico.
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IURC investigating
COVID-19 impact

BY DOUG LEDUC

dleduc@kpcmedia.com

The Indiana Utility Regulatory Commission is seeking
public comment for an investigation it announced late last
month into the impact of COVID-19 on ratepayers and
utilities operating in the state.
About two weeks earlier, the Indiana Office of Utility
Consumer Counselor had requested a two-phase formal
investigation into how utilities would deal with overdue
accounts as well as the impact of the pandemic on their
rates and services.
It submitted the request before Gov. Eric Holcomb
extended a disconnection moratorium June 4-30 by
executive order. In addition to an extension, it asked the
commission to order utilities operating in the state to:

• Waive all deposits, late fees, convenience fees and
reconnection fees
• Expand the use of payment arrangements to assist
customers
• Immediately start documenting and accounting for
assets and liabilities related to stayed disconnections,
waived fees and extended payment plans
“The full impact of the pandemic’s economic consequences will slowly emerge throughout the months
ahead,” Indiana Utility Consumer Counselor Bill Fine
said in a news release.
“This extraordinary and unprecedented situation
calls for new protections to ensure that all Hoosiers have
access to essential services, especially consumers who are
n See IMPACT on PAGE 19

Three-day clash
leads to
arrests

About 35 teams of people — totaling about
80 folks — were under the watchful eye of Allen
County Director of Elections Beth Dlug in a
spacious conference room at the War Memorial
Coliseum Expo Center on June 3, hand-counting
the write-in and mail-in ballots.
Dlug said 35,000 ballots were trucked to the
coliseum via trailer the morning of June 3, and
her teams of workers were toiling away, tabulating
the write-in votes, precinct by precinct, hoping to
finish all 92 of the county’s precincts by late in
the day.
By afternoon, Dlug still was unsure how long
the counting process might take. “We’ll break
today at 5 p.m., and we’ll decide what to do. But,
my guess is that we’ll be here tomorrow, too.”

JACOB MUSSELMAN

College student’s
start-up company, Cup
of Grow, creates coffeebased fertilizer.
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From the
grounds up

FROM STAFF REPORT
Allen County election officials expected record
numbers of mail-in and absentee votes during
June 2’s primary election, as fears of spreading
the coronavirus that causes COVID-19 led to a
reduction in polling locations — from the usual
116 down to just 25. However, what those record
numbers looked like remained to be seen after
Election Day.
Indiana lifted restrictions on mail-in voting this
year and delayed the primary for a month because
of COVID-19, but in Allen County the votes on
those 35,000 absentee ballots weren’t counted
until June 3, leading to inconclusive election
results election night.
The public vote count stood at just 25,072
when the final unofficial election summary report
was released around 10 p.m. — showing all 292
precincts reporting. That number included 2,216
walk-in absentee ballots and 22,856 in-person
votes on Election Day. About 9.88% of Allen
County’s 253,745 registered voters cast ballots in
person.

Absentee ballots counted

A Fort Wayne Police officer kicks a can of tear gas onto Berry Street on
May 30. The police deployed tear gas into the crowds after protesters
started to block traffic.

BY GARTH SNOW

Allen County mail-in
ballots counted after
election night

Crowds denouncing the death of a black
man in police custody in Minneapolis brought
their message to downtown Fort Wayne over the
weekend.
Protesters shouted “I Can’t Breathe,” the words
that have become the symbol of the outrage against
the May 25 death of George Floyd. Demonstrators, some of whom returned to Courthouse Green
on June 1, lifted signs proclaiming “Black Lives
Matter” and cited names of those whose deaths
have provoked similar anger over recent decades.
Fort Wayne was only one of dozens of cities that
witnessed the demonstrations. Greater confrontations erupted in Indianapolis, Chicago, Atlanta and
elsewhere.
Mayor Tom Henry issued a statement June 1, his
second dealing with the weekend turmoil.
It read in part, “The City of Fort Wayne
continues to mourn as we remember George Floyd
and the injustice that led to his tragic death in
Minneapolis last week. We’re also saddened by the
hurt and pain that we know our fellow minority
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Stoner’s hit by riots, Pg.18

citizens experience when these incidents make their
way to the center stage of our country. Racism has
always been wrong, still is wrong, and should never
be tolerated.
“... The Fort Wayne Police Department and
partner law enforcement agencies had to make
difficult decisions that they believed were necessary
to maintain order and the overall safety of all residents. I know concerns have been expressed about
the actions of public safety personnel. I support
the work that they did. The techniques that had to
be used are no reflection on and not in opposition
to the message that was trying to be conveyed by
protesters.
“I want all residents to know that the Fort Wayne
Police Department and my Administration support
peaceful protests and demonstrations.”
Fort Wayne Police used tear gas to control

A shift for thrift
Goodwill and other resale shops
adapt new policies during COVID-19
pandemic.
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MICHAEL MORRISSEY

The Allen County War Memorial Coliseum
in Fort Wayne provides plenty of space
for election workers to count mail-in and
write-in ballots June 3, the day after the
primary election.
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Question of the week
Did you vote in person or by mail-in ballot?

Vote at FWBusiness.com
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