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After receiving a resounding vote of 
confi dence from the electorate Nov. 5, and 
winning his fourth straight term, Fort Wayne 
Democratic Mayor Tom Henry reiterated 
many of his and the city’s accomplishments 
over the past 12 years before he turned to the 
future.

Before outlining plans and goals, he told 
Democrats gathered at the Grand Wayne 
Center, “So, my friends, what’s that saying? 
‘You ain’t seen nothing yet.’”

Among his ideas for the next four years in 
offi ce is a challenge he plans to put forth to 
local employers: paying employees $15 per 
hour, which he considers a living wage.

Henry also said he wants to focus on 
health issues. “My friends, we’re not as 
healthy as we should be,” he said. Specif-
ically he wants to target obesity, Type 2 
diabetes, and a high infant mortality rate. 
“We can do better than that,” he said.

Another goal is to create an arts campus 
“second to none.” He wants to expand trails, 
with the ultimate goal of having a continuous 
trail from Pokagon State Park in Steuben 
County to Ouabache (pronounced Wabash) 
State Park in Wells County. 

And he plans to put together a committee 
to look at ways of fi nding alternative energy 
to power local government buildings.

With all 211 precincts reporting to the 
Allen County Election Board, with 30.57% 
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Believe in a Dream, Electric Works, Elevate 
Ventures, Fortitude Fund, Founders Spark, Own 
Your Success, Score Mentors and the Women’s 
Entrepreneurial Opportunity Center shared a 
dozen social media posts the fi rst three business 
days of November at the same, new, convenient 
online location.

That was a sampling of updates posted on 
FuseNEI.com, a month-old resource hub for 
northeast Indiana residents who could use some 
help developing a business or turning a side-
hustle into one.

Content for the site comes from scores of 
entrepreneurial service organizations in the 
region offering that kind of help.

In addition to a blog sharing their social 
media posts, it features a calendar of their 
upcoming events and a regional SEO directory 
that aspiring entrepreneurs can search according 
to the development stage of their businesses or 
13 business development resource categories.

“We’re very pleased to have 30 organiza-
tions involved, which is great,” said Trois Hart, 
director of the Summit City Entrepreneur and 
Enterprise District, which issued a news release 
on the website’s launch. SEED Fort Wayne 
previously was known as the Urban Enterprise 
Association.

“We are really a robust group of organiza-
tions serving a growing and robust entrepre-
neurial culture here in Fort Wayne,” she said. 
“If you go back maybe fi ve years ago, there 
were less than fi ve organizations that would 
qualify.”

Fort Wayne has seen growth in the number 
of entrepreneurial service organizations 
working to increase its successful business 
startups partly in response to a need for 
improvement, she said.
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The economist presenting Star Financial 
Bank’s 18th annual Economic Forum projected 
slow economic growth for the country next year.

But, Edmond Seifried, executive consultant 
and chief economist for the Sheshunoff CEO 
Affi liation Programs, also said the three indica-
tors most commonly used to forecast a recession 
showed the economy could lose steam, and it was 
unclear whether it would keep chugging along in 
2020.

“Imagine my fi nger is drawing a graph of your 

income, your business sales, or the economy. It 
rises, rises, rises, then it reaches a point where 
it’s either going to go up again or go down,” he 
told Star guests Oct. 31 at the Allen County War 
Memorial Coliseum in Fort Wayne.

“We call this point the saddle point. It’s a 
period where there’s almost no change in the 
economy and we’re sort of waiting to see what 
happens next. And I think that’s where we are.”

Seifried, who also is dean of the Virginia 
and West Virginia Banking Schools, reminded 
everyone that the Federal Reserve was increasing 
interest rates during 2016, 2017 and 2018 to 
contain infl ation, and had been reducing its 

balance sheet for that purpose as well, starting in 
2017.

This year, economic growth slowed enough 
that the Fed began reducing rates, he said. The 
Federal Open Market Committee lowered the fed 
funds rate for the fi rst time in years this July to a 
range of 2%-2.25% from 2.25%-2.5%, and froze 
its balance sheet at $3.75 trillion.

Ordinarily with the freeze and additional 
interest rate cuts, “you can expect mortgage rates, 
the housing market to be relatively vibrant going 
forward,” Seifried said. “Every time the mortgage 
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Democratic Mayor Tom Henry challenges 
employers to increase their wages during his 
celebration speech Nov. 5 at the Grand Wayne 
Center after soundly defeating Republican 
challenger Tim Smith.
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