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BY STEVE GARBACZ
sgarbacz@kpcmedia.com

KENDALLVILLE — On the first day of Indi-
ana’s hunker down order telling people to stay home, 
a lot of people spent the day... at work.

A lot of people are “essential,” it turns out.
Indiana Gov. Eric Holcomb’s stay-at-home 

order, issued March 23 but not taking effect until 
March 25, extends until April 7. The order tells all 
Hoosiers to stay home unless they are making essen-
tial trips — for things like groceries, medicine or 
doctor appointments — or are conducting essential 
business.

While activities like emergency responders, 
health care workers, utility people to keep the water 
and sewage flowing, etc. might seem like obvious 
“essential” staff to keep on the job, the order actu-
ally includes numerous sections of jobs it deems 
essential.

“Essential businesses and operations” includes 
a lengthy list of exemptions, including: stores that 

sell groceries and medicine; food, beverage and 
agriculture; organizations that provide charitable and 
social services; religious entities; media, gas stations 
and businesses needed for transportation; financial 

BY DOUG LEDUC
dleduc@kpcmedia.com

A cooperative local food distribu-
tion company founded by the Heart-
land Communities nonprofit group 
has been helping small grocery stores 
in the region deal with unusually high 
demand for some food items.

The Plowshares Food Hub has 
been reaching out to retailers because 
“there seems to be shortages of 
certain items people are panic buying, 
so the store shelves are empty a lot 
of times,” said Jain Young, Heartland 
Communities administrator.

“So, there are a few local grocery 
stores, small grocery stores, where 
we are supplying things that we can 
get from farmers right now. Eggs are 
the big thing, but there’s also other 
local meat producers that are happy to 
supply.”

Plowshares describes itself as a 
for-profit agricultural cooperative with 
a multi-stakeholder ownership struc-
ture controlled by the parties most 
engaged in its success who have the 
most incentive to be highly productive 
and efficient.

With Parkview Health sponsorship, 
its grand launch took place early last 
May at the Joseph Decuis Farm.

Dedicated to the inspection, aggre-
gation and distribution of top-quality, 
locally sourced foodstuffs, its primary 
mission is to get as much of the 
money from the sale of local products 
into producers’ pockets as possible.

It began last year by targeting 
mostly institutional buyers such as 
school commissaries, restaurants and 
grocery stores.

“We were supplying a few restau-
rants with some of the summer 
produce but … we haven’t been doing 
much of that over the winter, so the 
restaurants closing has not affected us 
at all,” Young said.

“There are local farmers that it did 
affect a lot. Gunthorp Farms, they sell 
meat, pork, turkeys and ducks and 
different things. I know the majority 
of their sales were to high-end restau-
rants in Detroit, Chicago, Indianapolis 
and further afield than that, which has 
virtually dried up,” she said.

“They’ve had to pivot and package 
for sale to households and they’ve 
done a great job doing that. They’re 

BY MICHAEL MORRISSEY
mmorrissey@kpcmedia.com

Danny Wohlsdalaeger was all set to get married this 
month, but the recent COVID-19 pandemic altered all 
his plans.

The central Indiana man and his fiancée had their 
wedding and reception all mapped out when the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the 
Indiana government stepped in and threw a wrench in 
their preparation.

“It pushed the actual ceremony/reception back, yes,” 
Wohlsdalaeger said, “But we still wanted to make sure 
we could start our lives together regardless of current 
circumstances.”

The recent coronavirus outbreak has adversely 
impacted not only the restaurant industry, but the 
special event trade, as well, canceling and postponing 
local wedding ceremonies and receptions, as local, 
state, and federal authorities work to contain the 
outbreak.

Due to the COVID-19 scare, area brides, grooms, 
wedding planners, and venue rental agents, are seeing a 
downturn in business, while some couples are shifting 
up their ceremonies in an effort to avoid the current 
trouble.

One local woman who had planned to tie the knot 
in late May says the virus has thrown some of her 
wedding plans into the air, as guests must travel from 
around the country, and sports events get delayed.

Jaclyn Goldsborough, the digital marketing and 
public relations manager for the Northeast Indiana 
Regional Partnership, said that the recent uproar has 

affected her nuptial planning.
“Honestly, it’s just created some stress and concern, 

because we’re getting married and inviting our families 
to travel in for the wedding,” she said.

She and her fiancé, Mason Kirchubel, are supposed 
to get married May 23 at Salomon Farm Park in Fort 
Wayne.

“We are not from northeast Indiana, so we were 
having most of our guests traveling from all over the 
country to come to Fort Wayne for our wedding,” she 
said. “From Denver and Sacramento to Florida and 
Michigan, we have guests from all over!”

The couple had planned to celebrate their rehearsal 
by treating about 50 guests to a TinCaps baseball game 
at Parkview Field on May 22. But because the start of 
the team’s season – and the rest of their games – have 
been delayed indefinitely due to the virus, the couple is 
instead just having dinner at a local restaurant.

Goldsborough said she also had trouble with some 
accessories she planned to order for her big day. “I’ve 
been trying to order some stuff to help do my hair 
for the ceremony through Etsy,” she said. “And I just 
placed an order for tablecloths and napkins for the 
reception, but they say I won’t be able to get some of 
the international shipments until the third week of May, 
so the orders are taking longer than usual.”

Godsborough, who was expecting about 120 people 
for her ceremony, said right now, the whole affair is just 
wait-and-see, because their wedding date is set for two 
weeks outside the CDC’s recommendation of cancel-
ling large gatherings such as weddings.

Business as usual
Many still at work at 
‘essential’  
businesses

STEVE GARBACZ

This sign posted in the front door of Gordmans in 
Kendallville indicates the store will be closed until 
a state stay-at-home order is lifted. While some 
businesses have shut, many workplaces have iden-
tified themselves as “essential” businesses under 
exceptions in the order and remain open.
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