
Attending the Early 
Learning Summit on Nov. 
7, I was pleased at the 
exceptional shift for north-
east Indiana as we turned 
our focus to our children’s 
early learning needs. After 
all, our economic trajec-
tory is resting on their little 
shoulders. They will be the 
driving force of our work-
place in a short 25 years or 
so.

The Northeast Indiana Regional Part-
nership, along with many sponsors, 
pioneered a much-needed cultural shift, a 
fresh awareness, a true millennial launch 
toward community resiliency and economic 
stability.

As a researcher on empathy, human 
development and emotional intelligence, 
I’m encouraged by this forward move. On 

the other hand, the time required to sell 
our society on placing a higher value on 
the “Childcare Industry” is daunting. What 
we heard substantiates how ludicrous it is 
that the caregivers of our most precious 
assets are paid some of the lowest wages 
of any industry. In fact, it’s obscene. If you 
Google “lowest paying jobs in the US,” our 
child care providers, at $8 to $10 per hour, 

The Indiana Forest Alli-
ance (IFA) is calling for 
citizen response to a draft 
plan for tree harvesting by the 
Indiana Division of Forestry 
(DoF).

Without the IFA prompt, 
how would anyone know that 
such a plan was being consid-
ered by the DoF? I didn’t see 
such a DoF announcement 
on TV, in my e-mail, in the 
newspaper, or hear it on 
radio. Did it make it to your 
Facebook account or show up 

as a tweet?
The DoF will claim a lack of funding 

for such notifications. This is a legitimate 
claim because the Indiana legislature doesn’t 
provide any government agency sufficient 
funds to do its job. This deplorable condition 
exists because Hoosiers have been seduced 
by candidates who promise no tax increases, 
without mentioning the resultant poor quality 
of services provided by government.

But I digress. The DoF plan in ques-
tion relates to Clark State Forest. Do many 
Hoosiers know where Clark County is located 
(just across the Ohio River from Louisville) 
or that there is a State Forest with that name?

The 32-page, detailed technical plan 
calls for logging 521 acres. The potential 
erosion hazards and implications for water-
sheds, trails, and other features are noted 
and “should be considered when planning 
management activities”. As readers under-
stand, “should” is different from “will.”

Elsewhere, the DoF explains:
“Indiana law dictates that DNR Forestry 

“protect and conserve timber, water resources, 
wildlife and topsoil in forests owned and 
operated by the division of forestry” and use 
“good husbandry” to remove timber that has 
substantial commercial value “in a manner 
that benefits the growth of saplings.”

Defensively, DoF continues:
“There are those who object to this public 

policy and repeatedly demand DNR Forestry 
stop doing its job. In contrast, a Purdue 
University public opinion survey of Indiana 
residents found that 95 percent of Hoosiers 
approve of removing trees to protect wood-
lands from disease and fire.”

Oh, how true. Purdue did issue a 255-page 
report on a 2009 study designed to solicit 
approval of DoF policies. How could anyone 
disapprove when prompted to “tell me if 
you approve or disapprove …. [R]emoving 
some trees to protect Indiana woodlands from 
spread of disease & wildfire?

That’s a loaded question. Could anyone 
expect less than 95% of respondents 
staunchly opposed to the “spread of disease 
and wildfire” in our woodlands? In addition, 
DoF changed the limited idea of “Removing 
some trees” to the expanded proposition of 
“removing trees”.

Public response, as encouraged by IFA, 
could be light. Most Hoosiers will not wade 
through the detail and the professional 
language of the Clark Forest plan. Few of us 
have the expertise or information to deter-
mine if cutting timber and its resultant impact 
is appropriate at this time in the designated 
places.

How could our simple preferences stand 
up against the “science” of DoF “profes-
sionals?”? It looks like the game is rigged.

MORTON MARCUS is an economist, writer 
and speaker formerly with Indiana University’s 
Kelley School of Business. He can be reached 
at mortonjmarcus@yahoo.com.
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“No man’s life, liberty or 
property are safe while the 
Legislature is in session.” – 
Gideon J. Tucker, 1866

I just visited my brother 
in Texas. Let me tell you a 
little about that state.

It is so big that it could 
encompass Indiana and 12 
other states with plenty of 
room left over. The area of 
Houston alone is roughly 
the size of Connecticut.

It has 17 metropolitan areas of 200,000 
population or more, three different 
climates and four defined areas with 
distinct geographical features.

If Texas were a country, it would 
control the world’s 18th-largest economy.

The latest two-year budget for the 
government of Texas is $217 billion, 
more than six times that of Indiana’s $34 

billion.
But with all that vast, sprawling, 

complicated, expensive reality to deal 
with, the Texas legislature sees fit to 
convene only every other year. Lawmakers 
take even-numbered years off, so in 2020, 
Texans can go about their daily business 
without the threat of legislative mischief. 
Hoosiers, though, will tremble in fear at 
what the General Assembly will concoct 
in its short session designed to deal with 
state “emergencies.”

The quote marks are necessary around 
the word emergency because the state 
constitution’s authors were thinking of the 
sorts of situations that might arise because 
not all contingencies can be anticipated by 
the two-year budget adopted in the long 
session.

But if 2020 is like 2018, there will 
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What’s your view?
n Want to share your thoughts on something 
you’ve read? Business Weekly welcomes letters to 
the editor and guest columns. Email them to llong@
kpcmedia.com or mail them to Business Weekly, 
3306 Independence Drive, Fort Wayne, IN 46808. 
Business Weekly reserves the right to edit submis-
sions for clarity and length.
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