
Donation
A group at Zimmer 
Biomet has helped Boys 
and Girls Clubs of  Fort 
Wayne. 
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Remembered
Northeast Indiana 
recently lost two well-
known entrepreneurs, 
Dick Conrow of  C&A 
Tool and Maury 
O’Daniel of  O’Daniel 
Automotive Group. 
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Business is 
blooming
Lake Country Land-
scaping of  South 
Milford has decided 
to jump into the retail 
market. 
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Question of  the week
How often do you volunteer?

Vote at FWBusiness.com

Twitter: @
fwbusiness
Facebook.com/
businessweekly

Van Wert County
The Northwest Ohio community is 
watching the growth of  its neighbor 
Fort Wayne.
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BY LISA ESQUIVEL LONG 
llong@kpcmedia.com

We know that hundreds of businesses 
have been using their creativity to not only 
survive but thrive during the past year of 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Business Weekly’s 2021 Innovation 
Awards wants to celebrate your accomplish-
ments of not only the past year but the last 
18 months. And the awards aren’t just for 
products. While we welcome those, we’re 
also looking for ideas and solutions.

Have you found a way to streamline 
customer service?

Do you have a new business model for 
the hiring process?

Has your restaurant created a way to 
provide take-out service?

BY LISA ESQUIVEL LONG 
llong@kpcmedia.com

The Rev. Eric Zimmer, president of the 
University of Saint Francis in Fort Wayne, 
knows that to compete with public insti-
tutions, the Catholic university needs to 
have unique programs.

Part of the changes that Zimmer plans 
includes increasing the numbers of 
men and Catholics in the student body. 
And since the local community can’t 
support those numbers, he’s looking at 
other states in the region to attract those 
numbers while offering scholarships at 
all-boys Catholic high schools and adding 
programs and sports that will attract male 
students. USF also plans to open a Center 
for Health Policy at its downtown campus.

“I have to think about becoming a 
regional ... school,” said Zimmer, who 
became president of USF on July 1. “...We 
have to change how we do what we do.”

USF was founded in 1890 in Lafayette 
by the Sisters of St. Francis of Perpetual 
Adoration as a teaching school for their 
religious order. In the 1940s, they bought 
what was then the Bass Mansion and prop-
erty on Spring Street where the main Fort 
Wayne campus is and went co-ed.

By 1956 USF had about 2,400 students, 
but by the time Sister Elise Kriss was 
named president in 1993, the university 
was down to about 800 students. Under 
Kriss, the university saw growth and now 
has close to 2,400 students, Zimmer said.

Changes in higher education
USF is not unique. Even before the 

COVID-19 pandemic, ever year about a 
half-dozen small faith-based colleges of 
less than $1 million in assets would close, 
a number that Zimmer expects to rise. One 

USF president 
discusses plans 

for change 
Wants to increase male 
and Catholic numbers 

in student body

n See USF on PAGE 19

        Hey, IDEA people!
Nominate a company for 
the Innovation Awards

        Hey, IDEA people!

FWBW STAFF REPORT
MILFORD— CTB, Inc. is planning to 

soon begin significant improvements at 
its headquarters manufacturing and office 
campus in Milford, according to Victor A. 
Mancinelli, chairman and chief executive 
officer for CTB.

The company said in a news release 
that it plans to invest nearly $20 million to 
renovate about 38,000 square feet (3,500 
square meters) of its existing Chore-Time 
facility on the east side of S.R. 15, north 
of Milford. Demolition of a portion of the 
structure is slated to begin after May 1 and 
construction is set to be underway by late 
August. The new facility is expected to be 

operational by the end of 2022.
The largest part of the project involves 

an expansion and upgrading of the compa-
ny’s existing conference and communica-
tions center. The conference center serves 
CTB’s Chore-Time, Brock and PigTek 
divisions based in Milford and will enable 
the company to better host large employee 
and corporate meetings as well as distrib-
utor network conferences and training 
events, according to the release.

“This renovation project will add signif-
icant improvements to the CTB Milford 
campus for our employees and business 

CTB to invest $20M in upgrade
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This bird’s-eye view shows a look at the proposed CTB Milford Conference Center upgrade.
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The Rev. Eric Albert Zimmer took over as 
president of University of Saint Francis in Fort 
Wayne on July 1, 2020.


