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BY STEVE GARBACZ
sgarbacz@kpcmedia.com

KENDALLVILLE — Local workforce 
organizations are already mobilizing in an 
effort to help more than 300 people who 
will be terminated when a Kendallville book 
binding plant closes this fall.

City officials and local organizations are 
helping to make the transition into new jobs 
as smooth as possible for displaced workers 
from LSC Communications plant on Marion 
Drive. On Sept. 1, LSC, most commonly 
known by its previous name, Courier, 
announced it was permanently closing the 
plant, affecting all 307 employees there.

Employees will start being let go Oct. 
1, with all employees gone by Dec. 23, the 
company said in its Worker Adjustment and 
Retraining Notification to the state.

Upon getting the news, Kendallville offi-
cials and other local organizations leapt to 

start arranging resources for the workers who 
will need to find other jobs.

“The news this week that LSC Commu-
nications will close the former Courier 
plant on Marion Drive in Kendallville came 
as a shock to many, including affected 
workers and community leaders,” Mayor 
Suzanne Handshoe said in a release put out 
Thursday afternoon. “Those leaders are now 
coming together to assure workers they are 
committed to providing the resources and 
support they may need to secure a stable 
future and remain part of the community.”

Since the closure announcement, the 
mayor’s office has joined forces with the 
Noble County Economic Development Corp., 
led by Executive Director Gary Gatman, to 
launch an initiative that will capitalize on 
the expertise and services of several local 
organizations.

Kendallville, EDC organizing 
assistance to displaced LSC workers
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BY ASHLEE HOOS
ahoos@kpcmedia.com

ANGOLA — Muralist Justin Suarez 
completed Angola’s mural for Make It Your 
Own Mural Fest over Labor Day weekend.

The mural, located on the front wall at 
Hurricane Speedshop, 900 N. Wayne St., 
is one of 11 that will be completed for the 
mural fest throughout northeast Indiana.

“Steuben County is the first in the 
11-county region to have our mural done,” 
said Steuben County Tourism Bureau Exec-
utive Director June Julien. “Steuben County 

really is a crown jewel.”
A reception and artist meet-and-greet was 

held Sept. 3 at the mural site, with social 
distancing and face mask guidelines in place 
for all in attendance.

There was music by Jim Weber and Erica 
Schwartz, ice cream from Scoops Ice Cream, 
meal boxes from Monument Pizza Pub and 
the opportunity to socialize and talk with 
Suarez, East Nassau, New York, about his 
work and how he got into pubic art.

Suarez is one of several artists who will 

Mural Fest artwork gets started 
regionwide, completed in Angola

ASHLEE HOOS

Steuben County’s mural for the Make It Your Own Mural Fest is officially complete. New York artist 
Justin Suarez put the finishing touches on the mural over Labor Day weekend. The mural is painted on 
the side of Hurricane Speedshop, 900 N. Wayne St., Angola. 

n See MURAL on PAGE 19

BY CINDY LARSON
clarson@kpcmedia.com

Working from home or attending 
school virtually has been a good solution 
for many during the COVID-19 crisis, 
except for those who live in rural commu-
nities and don’t have good connectivity.

What is more concerning is that as 
the virus hangs on, some businesses 
are finding the best solution is to give 
up their office space and let employees 
permanently work from home. And 
students without a good reliable internet 
connection run the risk of falling behind 
in school.

Jim Turner, CEO of Intelligent Fiber 
Network (IFN), based 
in Indianapolis, says 
investing in fiber 
broadband infrastruc-
ture is vital, both 
for businesses and 
schools.

“I think remote 
work is here to stay,” 
he said.

IFN has more than 
4,500 route miles of fiber, connecting 
more than 4,000 buildings in Indiana. Its 
focus is on rural broadband, and it is actu-
ally owned by 21 rural telephone compa-
nies. Three of its member/owners received 
grants in the latest round of the Next 
Level Connection program announced 
Sept. 3 by Gov. Eric Holcomb.

They went to New Lisbon Broad-
band and Communications to serve six 
unserved residences in Henry County; 
to Endeavor Communications to serve 
138 unserved locations near the town of 
Danville in Hendricks County; and to 
Perry-Spencer Rural Telephone Coopera-
tive, Inc. to serve 679 unserved locations 
in Dubois County.

In the Business Weekly reading area, 
two organizations unaffiliated with IFN 
received grants: Mercury Wireless, which 
will connect 130 households and five 
businesses in part of Allen, DeKalb and 
Whitley counties; and Lakeland Internet 
in Steuben County, which will serve 40 
households in Pine Canyon Lake.

IFN did a project for Whitley County 
in 2018, providing fiber optic services 
along the U.S. 30 corridor, primarily to 
serve businesses along that route, such 
as the “shovel ready” Park 30 Business 

High-speed fiber 
broadband 

more essential 
than ever

Turner
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