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The Justice Department may have 
something to say about how major food 
companies can use data supplied by a 
subsidiary of Eli Lilly.

The department’s chicken pricing 
investigation became a matter of public 
record through a Securities and Exchange 
Commission filing by Tyson Foods, Inc. 
on the company’s financial performance 
during its second quarter ended March 30.

Under the contingencies section of 
that filing, Tyson said the United States 
District Court for the Northern District of 
Illinois has, for pre-trial purposes, consol-
idated some similar class-action lawsuits 
as Broiler Chicken Antitrust Litigation, 
beginning with a Sept. 2, 2016 complaint, 
Maplevale Farms, Inc. v. Koch Foods Inc., 
et al.

“The currently operative complaints 
allege, among other things, that beginning 
in January 2008 the defendants conspired 
and combined to fix, raise, maintain, and 
stabilize the price of broiler chickens in 
violation of United States antitrust laws,” 
the Tyson earnings report said.

It quoted plaintiffs as saying in the 
suit’s defendants “manipulated and artifi-
cially inflated a widely used broiler price 
index, the Georgia Dock.”

Because Tyson was among the defen-
dants, it said in the report “we believe we 
have substantial defenses to the claims 
made and intend to vigorously defend 
these matters.”

Agri Stats, the Fort Wayne company 
mentioned in the case, was not listed 
among its defendants, which in addition to 
Tyson and Koch included big names such 
as Pilgrim’s Pride Corp.; Perdue Farms, 
Inc.; and Sanderson Farms, Inc.

But under factual allegations, the 
complaint said “defendants relied upon 
co-conspirator Agri Stats to facilitate 
communications among defendants and to 
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City and county officials can point to 
several improvements that resulted from 
the first comprehensive plan the local 
governments developed together, and said 
they expect to see a similar impact from 
the next version.

Allen County and the City of Fort 
Wayne want to start work on the next 
version next January and are issuing a 
request for proposals from consulting 
teams to help with that. The proposals are 
due July 16.

Their first jointly created compre-
hensive plan, called Plan-it Allen, was 
adopted in 2007. They said in a statement 

many elements of the plan have been 
accomplished or have become outdated.

The next version of the plan will:
• create a shared vision for future 

growth and development,
• encompass meaningful and inclusive 

public engagement
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The first thing you might notice about Amy 
Slentz is her handshake.

It’s firm and strong, but that’s not because she 
spends hours at the gym. It’s due to the hard work 
entailed in running Cedar Creek Produce, which 
she and her husband, Randy, have done for the past 
23 years.

Their market, located at 11709 Clay St., Leo-Ce-
darville, sells U-pick strawberries and blueberries 
in season. Strawberries are done for the season, but 
blueberries are ripe for the picking right now, and 
Amy says they have a bumper crop.

In addition to those two crops, they grow 
pumpkins, sweet corn, asparagus, apples, peaches 
(although they won’t have any this year), and 
gourds.

As if that isn’t enough, in late winter they tap 
their maple and black walnut trees and make syrup. 
She says they try to make 85 to 100 gallons of 
maple syrup each year.

Randy is a beekeeper; you can see the hives on 

A bumper crop 
of blueberries 

CINDY LARSON

Amy Slentz, who owns Cedar Creek 
Produce with her husband, Randy, 
inspects one of their blueberry 
bushes. They have a bumper crop 
this year.

Couple busy year-round 
at Cedar Creek Produce 
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n See BERRIES on PAGE 19

City, county updating comprehensive plan

n See PLAN on PAGE 19

Justice Dept. 
scrutinizes 
chicken prices
A Fort Wayne agribusiness 
supplies data to food companies

n See CHICKEN on PAGE 19


