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Player of the Year

JACOB FERRARI
URBANA JUNIOR
n Ferrari’s eagle-3 putt on the 15th hole helped him win 

this year’s Frederick County Public Schools championship at 
Clustered Spires Golf Club. 

n He went on to finish fourth in the Class 4A-3A division of the 
state championships at University of Maryland Golf Course in 
College Park. 

n He had a 38.7 average for nine holes this season.

FIRST TEAM

JACOB GIBSON

THOMAS JOHNSON

SENIOR

n Gibson captured the individual boys 
title at the District I 4A-3A championships 
at Westminster National Golf Club, which 
qualified him for the state tournament, 
where he shot a 164. Gibson tied for 22nd 
in the 4A-3A division. His regular-season 
average for nine holes was 36.

HONORABLE MENTION

Brunswick—Kody Capps, Casey Weddle
Catoctin—Derek Rivera, Alex Wivell
Frederick—Stephanie Quiroa, Sam Draper
Linganore—Payton Smith, Vince Booth
Middletown—Nick Bradley, Zac Clapper
Oakdale—Jake Ramsburg, Joe LeSage
Thomas Johnson—Chris Shores, Nathan Van Vector
Tuscarora—Austin Hurley
Urbana—Bach Ngo, Anphi Le
Walkersville—Jacob Montgomery, Jaxson Brust

JOEY WEILAND

MIDDLETOWN

SENIOR

n During the regular season, Weiland 
led the Knights with a 40.0 average (nine 
holes). He was 16th at the FCPS tourna-
ment (82), 13th at the CMC championships 
(83), seventh at the District I 2A-1A 
tournament (75) and tied for 17th at the 
state championships (171).

ELIZABETH TUCCI

OAKDALE 

FRESHMAN

n Tucci was runner-up in the girls division 
at the Class 2A-1A state championships, 
shooting a 166. At districts, Tucci was the 
girls medalist (82). She finished second in 
the girls division at the CMC championships 
(81). Tucci was the girls runner-up at the 
FCPS tournament (79). 

RYAN MCFADDEN

LINGANORE 

SENIOR

nMcFadden was runner-up at the FCPS 
tournament (70). He finished fifth at the 
District I 4A-3A tournament (76), was 
runner-up at the CMC championships (68) 
and finished ninth at the state tournament 
(156, 4A-3A). During the regular season, 
McFadden had a 35.8 average for nine 
holes.

CHRIS LEE

OAKDALE

SOPHOMORE

n Lee was fourth in the 2A-1A division at 
the state championships, shooting a 155. 
He won the individual title at the District I 
2A-1A championships (70), tied for fifth at 
the CMC tournament (78), and was ninth at 
the FCPS tournament (78).

ELLIOT HAAS

URBANA 

SENIOR

n As part of the Hawks’ Class 4A-3A state 
championship team this year, Haas tied 
for 10th (157) at states. During the regular 
season, he had a team-best nine-hole 
average of 35.9. Haas shot a 74 at the 
FCPS tournament and a 73 at the district 
tournament. He was the medalist at the 
CMC tournament (67).

The most important 
thing Michael Locksley said 
Thursday, when he was in-
troduced as the new foot-
ball coach at Maryland, 
could have sounded like lip 
service, precisely the kind 
of thing you’re supposed 
to say at a news conference 
where the marching band 
heralds your arrival, wheth-
er you mean it or not.

“Just like any family, as 
the leader of it, every deci-
sion I make with these kids 
will be made as if they were 
my own child,” Locksley said. 
“And that’s not anything I take 
lightly.”

Standing in the back of a 
considerable crowd at Cole 
Field House was the most im-
portant person taking in that 
message, a man who knows it 
can’t and won’t be lip service: 
Martin McNair.

The reason Michael Lock-
sley is the coach at Maryland 
is because Martin McNair’s 
son, Jordan, collapsed on the 
practice fields in College Park 
and later died. The Terrapins 
program is anchored in that 
fact in the present and the fu-
ture. It is inescapable.

So even as he pursued 
what he repeatedly called his 
“dream job,” Locksley need-
ed approval not from Wal-
lace Loh, the president of the 
school, or Damon Evans, the 
athletic director for whom 
he now works. No, Locksley 
needed approval from Mar-
tin McNair and Tonya Wil-
son, the two people who mat-
ter the most in what became 
a mess.

“The McNairs were some 
of the first people he talk-
ed to in making this deci-
sion,” said Locksley’s wife, 
Kia. “It was important for 
him to know that they were 
on board and supported 
him, and to know that Jordan 

would be honored and not 
forgotten about.”

Michael Locksley won’t 
forget Jordan McNair be-
cause Michael Locksley can’t 
forget his own son, Meiko, 
who died in September 2017, 
killed by a single bullet in 
Columbia, Maryland, at age 
25. The case is still unsolved. 
It affects the Locksleys ev-
ery day.

“The circle of life,” Michael 
Locksley said, “isn’t built for 
parents to bury kids.”

These two families knew 
each other when life was nor-
mal, because Jordan McNair 
and Kori Locksley were high 
school classmates at Mc-
Donogh in Baltimore County. 
Jordan played football. Kori 
played soccer. On the same 
day, they signed their letters 
of intent — Jordan to play of-
fensive line at Maryland, Kori 
to play forward at Auburn.

“We had a connection,” 
Kia Locksley said. “They were 
friends for years.”

And then, a year ago Sep-
tember, Meiko Locksley was 
shot and killed. And then, 
last May, Jordan McNair fell 
ill during a workout, suffered 
heat stroke and died two 
weeks later.

What the Maryland foot-
ball program needs after all 
this tragedy and turmoil is 
someone who understands 
what the players who will 
carry the program forward 
have been through. To that 
end, Matt Canada, the in-
terim coach who admirably 
and ably guided the Terps 
through a 2018 season that 
included the dismissal of for-
mer coach DJ Durkin, was 
the choice I endorsed. He 
knew the kids. He under-

stood their pain. He handled 
a situation not of his own 
making humbly and nobly.

Locksley had worked at 
Maryland for 10 years, but he 
had been away. He knows the 
recruiting base and the high 
school coaches here as well 
as anyone in the country, but 
how could he understand the 
rubble left following McNair’s 
death?

Turns out, he has a deep 
understanding, one he never 
would have wished for.

“It’s not something that 
just goes away,” Locksley said. 
“It’s a day-to-day fight.”

For all the good feelings 
in College Park on Thursday 
about this hire — with what 
appeared to be dozens of for-
mer Terps gathering in sup-
port, with the high school 
coaching community rein-
vigorated by Locksley’s mere 
presence, with Locksley clear-
ly describing Maryland not 
as a steppingstone but as a 
destination — there are rea-

sons to proceed with cau-
tion. Locksley’s only tenure 
as a head coach came at New 
Mexico, where he was fired 
four games into his third sea-
son. His record: 2-26. Throw 
in an altercation with an as-
sistant coach and a DUI ar-
rest involving a minor who 
was driving a car registered to 
Locksley’s son, and it wasn’t a 
résumé builder.

Please explain, Coach.
“As everyone else,” Lock-

sley said, “you mature, you 
grow.”

“We talked about his past,” 
said Evans, the Maryland AD. 
“He’s grown as an individual. 
I saw that. He indicated what 
he had learned. You could 
just see in him where he was 
then, which was eight to 10 
years ago, to where he is now. 
He’s had a lot of life lessons — 
as we all have.”

Including the hardest one. 
For the past three seasons, 
Locksley served as an offen-
sive assistant at Alabama. In 

2017, he was the co-coordi-
nator who helped orchestrate 
the gameplan that opened 
the season with a decisive win 
over Florida State. That night, 
Locksley talked to Meiko by 
phone. The second of Lock-
sley’s four children had bat-
tled mental health issues. 
But when they hung up, how 
could the father know he had 
spoken to his son for the last 
time?

“You can’t believe it,” Kia 
Locksley said. The best you 
can hope for: “You get to a 
point where you are able to 
talk about it without crying, 
which I can do now.”

So where the Terrapins 
football program is con-
cerned, it mattered that Mar-
tin McNair joined in the rev-
elry Thursday at a place that 
must bring him so much 
pain. It mattered that Tonya 
Wilson, who couldn’t make 
it to Locksley’s introduction, 
texted her support.

But take away the march-
ing band and the cheerlead-
ers and the podium and the 
television cameras. Take away 
the head football coaching 
job from Michael Locksley. 
It matters that the Locksleys 
and the McNairs have each 
other.

“It means so much,” Kia 
Locksley said. “Unfortunate-
ly, we are a part of that club 
together. And it’s not that it 
makes you happy to know 
somebody who can under-
stand. But I think it makes it 
easier, you know, to know that 
you can call somebody and 
say, ‘I’m not having a good 
day.’”

What Michael Locks-
ley makes of Maryland foot-
ball hasn’t yet been deter-
mined. But these Terrapins, 
they have dealt with loss. 
They need someone who 
can care for them as not-yet-

grown men, who understand 
them as people, and who 
can relate to their situation. 
They need someone who can 
stand behind a lectern at a 
news conference, proclaim 
that “every decision I make 
with these kids will be made 
as if they were my own child,” 
and not have those words be 
forgotten when the whistle 
blows to open the first prac-
tice.

They need someone who 
won’t run from the memory 
of Jordan McNair but who will 
embrace it.

After her husband fin-
ished answering ques-
tions and the Maryland staff 
got him to pose with oth-
er coaches and dignitar-
ies for an endless string of 
photos, Kia Locksley stood 
off to the side of the com-
motion with her family. She 
grew up in Fort Washington, 
not far from where her fu-
ture husband was raised in 
Washington. She met Locks-
ley the first day of her fresh-
man year at Towson, and she 
has helped him live out this 
coaching dream ever since 
— at Pacific and Army, Flori-
da and Illinois, Alabama and 
now, once again, back home.

“A rock star,” Michael 
Locksley said.

As her husband fulfilled 
his duties, Kia Locksley min-
gled with her own parents 
and greeted old friends, with 
a glaring absence. Meiko, of 
course, never got to see the 
day his dad got the only job 
he says he ever really wanted.

“But he’s with us every 
day,” Kia Locksley said. “Every 
day he’s with us. He’s with us 
right now.”

Just as Jordan McNair is, 
too, always with the Maryland 
football program.

Maryland football has, in Locksley, a coach who understands loss
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Marty McNair, the father of deceased Maryland lineman 
Jordan McNair, left, welcomes Michael Locksley before 
Locksley’s introduction as football coach.
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The Washington Post


