FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Community Organizations File Equity Complaint Against City of Frederick for Silencing Ceasefire Resolution
Frederick, MD - (October 29, 2025) – An alliance of four civil rights, faith-based, and community advocacy groups has filed a formal equity complaint with the City of Frederick’s Office of Equity and Inclusion. The complaint challenges the City Council’s handling of two proposed ceasefire resolutions and alleges violations of the City’s own equity commitments.
The joint complaint, signed by Frederick for Justice in Palestine (FJP), the NAACP - Frederick County Branch, Jewish Voice for Peace - DC Metro (JVP), and the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) - Maryland, calls attention to the Council’s refusal to allow discussion of a resolution drafted by Council Member Donna Kuzemchak and supported by months of community advocacy.
For well over a year, advocates have been regularly attending and testifying at City Council meetings to urge Frederick to endorse a ceasefire resolution. At the August 7, 2025, meeting, following nearly 90 minutes of overwhelmingly supportive public testimony, Council Member Kuzemchak first moved to support/adopt her resolution, “Calling for the End of U.S. Complicity in Ongoing Violence across the World.” When that motion failed for lack of a second, she introduced a second motion to allow the resolution to be discussed. That motion also failed for lack of a second, and no Council Member offered comment. At a subsequent meeting on August 21, with all Council Members present, Council Member Kuzemchak announced she would not bring another motion because she knew it would not be seconded. Again, no Council Member responded.
“When our elected officials refuse even to allow discussion, they deny the most basic form of civic consideration of issues particularly germane to the very communities the City has pledged to uplift,” said Willie Mahone, President of the NAACP - Frederick County Branch. “Equity is not a slogan. It requires action, and that includes the consideration of matters uniquely affecting marginalized communities.”
The alliance argues that this procedural exclusion disproportionately silenced immigrant, racialized, and faith-based communities directly impacted by U.S. foreign policy and that it contradicts Frederick’s stated commitments under Resolution 20-15 (Racism as a Public Health Crisis), Resolution 20-17 (Equity as a Guiding Principle), and the City’s Equity and Inclusion Strategic Plan.
“Procedural neutrality in the face of racialized harm is not neutrality - it is complicity,” the complaint states.
While the full complaint outlines multiple detailed requests, the following represent five of the central actions sought (in summary form):
1. Conduct a formal racial equity review of the Council’s handling of the Frederick Ceasefire NOW Resolution and Council Member Donna Kuzemchak’s resolution, including whether the procedures and processes utilized in this instance created barriers to participation for marginalized communities.
2. Confirm whether either resolution was referred to your office for equity review and recommendations. To our knowledge, this did not occur. If confirmed, please issue recommendations to ensure that all future Council Member-sponsored resolutions receive appropriate equity review.
3. Publicly certify whether the Council’s actions complied with Resolutions 20-15 and 20-17, both of which were formally adopted by the Mayor and City Council in 2020 and therefore bind both branches of City government. If your review finds inconsistency, we ask that your office formally document those findings and publish them as part of the public record.
4. Provide advisory recommendations, to both the Council and the Mayor, on safeguards that would help prevent the exclusion of future Council Member-sponsored official actions, particularly when it originates from or concerns marginalized communities.
5. Affirm publicly that Frederick’s equity commitments extend fully to Arab, Palestinian, Muslim, and immigrant residents.
The coalition further notes that Frederick has previously taken stands on national issues — including adoption of the Medicare for All Resolution (23-12) and the Climate Emergency Resolution (20-7) — demonstrating that it can and does act on broader concerns with local impacts. As a member of the National League of Cities (NLC), the City also has a platform to take action at the federal level through this organization, amplifying the voices of its residents.
About the Signatories
· Frederick for Justice in Palestine (FJP) – formerly Frederick Ceasefire NOW, a grassroots coalition advocating for human rights and peace.
· NAACP – Frederick County Branch – working to eliminate race-based discrimination and ensure equity for all.
· Jewish Voice for Peace – DC Metro (JVP) – a chapter of the national movement advancing human rights and justice for Palestinians.
· Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) – Maryland – the state’s leading Muslim civil rights and advocacy organization.
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