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Visit Main Street Thurmont for Small Business Saturday deals. Shop in our
locally owned stores & grab a bite to eat in one of our locally owned restaurants!
Pop-Up shops in our Main Street Center from 10am-2pm. Be Local!

Love your SR
L _ow Thurmontand % Y&I-U.X%T
: Shop Small £

Join us for our annual tree lighting!
See Thurmont come aglow
Saturday, November 29 at 6pm!
Hot Chocolate & cookies immediately following

next door at Woodsboro Craftsmen

22nd Annual Christmas In Thurmont

Saturday, December 6
11am-3pm Horse & Carriage Rides
(reservations call 301-271-7313)

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
10am-12:45pm
& 2pm-2:30pm Free photos with Santa

Make & Take craft tables for kids

10am-Noon

Y {
47’ & &L -

: D — s Arpls
‘ ’ — . up to 12 years old, Adult Map
Mingle N’ Jingle on Main
Adults enter to win with a
Friday, December 12 TMMAIN @ STREETMPar completed map for prizes. (Adult
5pm_ Spm M ARVL AN D prize drawings at 3:00pm)
Enjoy a Main Street Christmas by visiting our local shops & Pop- 10am-2:30pm  Enter to win prizes for children
Up Shops along the way. Shop for unique & special gifts from our up to 17 years old (m}ISt be
shops & local vendors. present to win. Draw1ngs at
¢ Wine, Beer, Hot Chocolate 3pm) Adult rpap stamping
e M.R. Cheesecakes and Cookin’ with Greece EEIGE, (BRI B3y 254 57
e Wear your ‘bestest, ugliest hOlldE'ly sweater and enter the 2:30pm Semee e menes by Mol
contest at 10Tavern at 8:30 for a prize. .
. . Award-Winning Esp Dance
e Horse & Carriage Rides from 5pm-8pm
Reservations are made by calling 301-271-7313 press 0. 3:00pm Prize Drawings
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o Christmas Decor, o Pictures, Lamps H
e " & Fumiaue Christmas Open House
- Gt e, Nov. 14, 15, 16 & Nov. 21, 22, 23.
) Bedding & Rugs

e el - Saturday,Nov 29
‘ Scarves & Gloves Small Business Saturday
o Unique Gifts&Crafts o Christmas/Winter Flags 10% OFF your entire purchase
FREE Layaway e Gift Cards Available e Like us on

Olde Homestead

310 South Main Street, Boonshoro © 240-329-9353 - www.olde-homestead.com

Gnomes, Trees,

You will find pet & wild bird gifis,
Every Monday - Thursday yummy treats & stocking stuffers,

MONDAY TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY THURSDAY Very cute earr’ng S, p uZZIeS

Lime Margarita Monday! Pitcher of Lime Margarita 12 oz. Margarita Any Flavor ~ Mojito or Pina Colada bath & b0dy and So mllc,’ more!
$2.99 $12.99 $3.95 $4.00

Hours: Mon - Sat 10:00 to 5:00; Sun 12:00 to 5:00

HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS

Online Orders ONLY Dine-In ONLY
$3 o F F Cannot be combined $5 o F F Cannot be combined
With any other offer. With any other offer. ”
Ansysl"]urc:nase of - \With Coupon Only. A"&:"'c';nase of - \With Coupon Only. N the S
or Wore Expires 12/31/25 or Wore Expires 12/31/25 D LV
205 Fredaick Road | 1EP0SPKDIS S0 312| epi ¢ SHIWIN 151 Baughmans Lane « Frederick, MD

[/ T Hagerstown
Thurmont Across from the DMV Hagerstown

(301) 271-8888 (240) 707-6250 (240) 420-8000 pl a}nt fa}rm

www.LosAmigosHagerstown.com ¢ Mon.-Thurs. 11 AM - 10 PM P o
Fri.-Sat. 11 AM - 10:30 PM * Sun. 11 AM - 9 PM ¢ LosAmigosThurmont@gmail.com

301-694-7012
www.DutchPlantFarm.com ﬂ

DISCOVEI?YOUR o
holiday spirit

Shop local for Frederick County and holiday o e ) R =
themed gifts at the Frederick Visitor Center. < 8 = i,

ORNAMENTS

STICKERS AND
HAND-PRINTED CARDS

T-SHIRTS

FREDERICK VISITOR CENTER

151 S. East St., Frederick, MD 21701
HOURS: 7 days a week / 9AM-5PM

Dec. 15-23 / Extended hours until 5:30PM

CITY & COUNTY
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shop Local

Make your holiday shopping count

nop small,
dependent
USINESSES
-rederick

this holiday
Season

BY JENNIFER LEE AND ROCCO GEPPI
Special to The News-Post

S
I
D
Ir

As the holiday season
approaches, consider gift-
ting something unique,
meaningful and local.
We've curated a list of off-
the-beaten-path shops
for the curious gift-giver
to explore.

Whether you choose an item, an experi-
ence, or a gift card, your purchase helps
support a small business owner in the
Frederick area.

“Every purchase from a small business like
ours supports a dream, a family and our
local community,” said Allie Young, co-
owner of LiveYoung Candle Co. “When

you shop small, you're helping real peo-
ple do what they love, and that means the
world to us”

Young’s mother, Tawny Young — half of the
powerhouse mother-daughter team that
started the business in the basement of
their home — said
they opened their

shop in Freder- ‘

Every purchase from a

STAFF PHOTO BY KATINA ZENTZ
Owners Tawny Young, left, and Allie Young, mother and daughter, pose together at
LiveYoung Candle Company on Oct. 27.

Nearby towns also offer charming, inde-
pendent shops worth exploring. In Thur-
mont, for example, East Main Trains, run
by John Hamilton and Jeff Crum, opened
just before the 2024 Catoctin Colorfest.
The hobby store sells electric model trains,
parts and ac-
cessories, and
both owners

ick because of its small business supports ¢, lifclong
small-town feel . )

and strong sense a dream; a famlly and “Most people
of community. remember

Marien Hornyak
of The Kitchen-
ette in Frederick
does her own holiday shopping downtown
because of the availability of high-quality,
one-of-a-kind items.
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our local community.”

ALLIE YOUNG, co-owner of LiveYoung Candle Co.

growing up
with an elec-
tric Lionel
model train
set put up at the base of the family
Christmas tree, with fond memories



including the familiar sounds and smells
of the trains as they ran in circles around
the tree,” Hamilton said.

BreAnn Fields, owner of The Turquoise
Trailer Boutique in Middletown, said
shopping local is important because
“we’re the backbone of the community.
Each item in our store is handpicked and
unique in its own way. Anytime you shop
with us, we appreciate it more than you
know. Christmas gifts are meant to be
unique, thoughtful and sometimes even
handmade — it makes it just that much
more thoughtful. You'll get just that when
you shop small and local”

One perk of shopping in downtown
Frederick is the Downtown Frederick
Gift Card, which can be purchased at
the Frederick Visitor Center seven days
a week. The card can be used at several
stores and serves as a great alternative
to a traditional gift card for one location
only. The Downtown Frederick Gift Card
is ideal if you're planning on making sev-
eral stops in town, or it can serve as a gift
to a loved one who might want to shop in
downtown Frederick and have multiple
shops to choose from.

From gift baskets and candles to ret-
ro kitchenware and handmade pottery,
Frederick offers treasures for every kind
of recipient. Plant lovers, rock collectors,
art enthusiasts, outdoor adventurers and
even stressed-out mystics can all find
something special.

Frederick itself looks like a picture-perfect
holiday town straight out of a movie, mak-
ing holiday shopping all the more festive.

“The decorations are great — maybe even
a little over the top — but it’s all done in a
way that feels very Frederick,” said Michael
Simone, who has lived in Frederick for five
years. “The whole town gets into it, and it
makes everything feel special. [Shopping]
feels really homey and personal”

Resident Lauren Foust loves how Market
Street looks during the holidays, with
trees lit up and store windows decorated.

“Shoppers can hear local musicians play-
ing Christmas music up and down the
street,” she said. “It’s festive. Frederick at

PPOT A N

COURTESY PHOTO
Frederick Made owner Miranda Mossburg.

(- ‘nn_*;_‘ll“-jf-"'l
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COURTESY PHOTO
The Turquoise Trailer Boutique in Middletown
offers unique gift items.
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the holidays is a great atmosphere to ex-
perience.

Unlike towns filled with big-box stores
and mass-produced products, Frederick
is lined with small, independent shops
selling handmade, local goods to be trea-
sured.

At Frederick Made, owner Miranda
Mossburg and her team make around
70% of the store’s products.

“Essentially, if it's something we have
learned or can learn to make ourselves,
we will. We pride ourselves on making
quality items and are very proud to have
an almost entirely handmade gift shop
that is well curated,” Mossburg said.

She specializes in handmade jewelry,
while team members create art prints,
candles, apparel, accessories, keychains,
stickers, bookmarks and popular craft kits.

“The shops on Market Street offer more
timeless things that you can’t find easi-
ly elsewhere. I like picking up items that
feel one-of-a-kind, not something every-
one else will have,” said Foust, who also
buys her family’s Christmas tree from
a local farm each year to support small
businesses.

Natalia Woods, who recently made Fred-
erick her permanent home, began her
holiday shopping downtown last year.

“One place we plan to go back to is the
Shab Row Tea Emporium,” she said. “My
mother-in-law loves collecting different
teas and teapots, and they have a lot of
nice seasonal flavors.”

Another consideration is purchasing a
gift card from The Altar Space, which
offers intuitive massage, reiki and other
services provided by Jennifer Gamerts-
felder.

“When you support a small, woman-
wowned business like The Altar Space,
the value of your gift-giving stays within
the community,” Gamertsfelder said.

“Your gift goes straight from my hands to
your loved one, and it’s truly my honor to
dedicate a restorative hour or two to their
well-being.”



AMUST THIS HOLIDAY SEASON:
Experiential gifts

BY METRO

Gift exchanges are a hallmark of the holiday
season. Individuals spend weeks making lists
and shopping for items they believe recipi-
ents will appreciate. However, this holiday
season shoppers may want to change up their
gift-buying strategy to focus less on material
offerings and more on experiences.

A recent survey from Get Your Guide found 92 percent of
Americans prefer to receive an experience over a physical
gift during the holiday season. Experiential gifts place val-
ue on memories and emotional connections rather than
objects. As people increasingly are drawn to these special
moments, here’s a look at experiential gifts for everyone on
a holiday shoppinglist.

PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS

Experiential gifts for older adults are beneficial because
they won't add to the clutter or belongings such individu-
als have already accumulated throughout the years. Useful
ideas include memberships to museums, entry to botanical
gardens, culinary tastings, travel vouchers, and subscrip-
tions to wellness classes.

TEENS AND YOUNG ADULTS

Teens are big on experiences over material gifts. According
to TD Bank’s 2024 survey, Gen Z leads the trend in experi-
ence-first gifting, with 68 percent preferring experiences.
Examples of good experiential gifts for this demographic
include escape room experiences, concert tickets, adven-
ture sports like indoor rock climbing, subscription services
to streaming music, or movie passes.

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

Families already may be out and about, and parents of
young children may appreciate experiences more than
additional toys and games that are already filling the
house. Annual passes to zoos, museums or aquariums can
keep families occupied year-round. Children might like a
science or art workshop, while movie night gift cards and
tickets to family shows also are viable gift options.

SPECIAL PARTNERS

Experiences can strengthen relationships and intimacy.
Possible gift ideas include spa days, cooking classes for
two, a weekend travel getaway, or tickets to a theater
performance or concert. The Amex Trendex 2024 survey
found that 38 percent of people plan to give an experience
toasignificant other.

shop Local

unique gifts ior everyone on your list
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Great gifts for
new homeowners

BY METRO
Homeownership is a goal that many
people aspire to. However, a compli-
cated housing market in the United
States, marked by high prices and
high interest rates, has led the
homeownership rate to dip to 65.1
percent in the first quarter of 2025.

Those who have been successful with their
homeownership endeavors can benefit from
all the help they can get to offset rising costs.
The excitement of a new space often comes
with a long list of home needs, making house-
warming gifts practical and appealing this
holiday season. The following are a selection
of items that can benefit any new homeowner.

PRACTICAL ESSENTIALS

New homeowners will need to outfit their
homes with basic household items. As re-
pairs and remodeling might be the first tasks
to tackle, a high-quality tool kit and some key
power tools will be invaluable. Additional
practical gifts include a fire extinguisher,
smart home devices, and a sturdy step stool.
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KITCHEN GADGETS

Plenty of action takes place in the kitchen, and
this room often is referred to as the heart of
a home. Upgrading the space with an arsenal
of culinary tools is often slow-going for new
homeowners. That’s when gifts of a durable
coffee maker, a set of mixing bowls, a cutlery
set, cast-iron cookware, or stylish serving plat-
ters can help get homeowners established.

COZY CORNERS

A new home may seem stark at the outset.
Gifts of creature comforts like throw blankets,
lush bedding, luxurious soaps, scented candles,
low-maintenance houseplants, or a Bluetooth
smart speaker can create a welcoming retreat.

HELPING HANDS

New homeowners likely will appreciate a little
help by way of services that can take some of
the work off of their shoulders. A gift of lawn
care or cleaning services will get the proper-
ty and home looking its best. For the securi-
ty-minded, gifting security cameras or access
to a remote security monitoring service will
be thoughtful. Homeowners who have pools
Or spas may appreciate a maintenance service
that helps with cleaning and water balancing.



Visit Pathflnder Farm Distillery

2025 America’s Best Farmers
Distillery Bourbon

pppppppp

Visit us in downtown Boonsboro! Go to n Pathfmder Farm Distillery for updates
Now open 7 days a week

14 S Main St, Boonsboro, MD 21713 | 301-799-4455

The Bert 5@746’! af Boonshore

CUME EXPLURE MARYI.AND

TJwun

=

€Pougz
BOOKSTORE

BOONSBORO, MD WWW.TTPBOOKS.COM
Featuring

NORA ROBERTS, J.D. ROBB
& Local Authors

-

THE MAGIC IS WAITING FOR You
18 North Main Street, Boonshoro, MD 21713
TTPbooks.com ¢ 301.432.4588

M F \ GIVE ART. GIVE LOCAL.
GIVE A YEAR OF ACCESS.

WASHINGTON COUNTY
Museum of Fine Arts

World-class art on the lakefront
in Hagerstown City Park

Now Showing

Murder Mystery Dinner Theatre

at area historic venues, restaurants, and wineries

The Most Murderous Time of the Year

December 5 - 21

e 8 s o8
3
3
s
3
s

@"
33

Happy Birthday, You're Dead

January 10 - February 22

Family show

Gift Cards
Available!

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
December 5 - 23

Returning in 2026

Magic & Mischief - mont}:l*y i

All performances at
StageCoach Theatre
in Ashburn, VA unless noted.

StageCoach Bandits Improv SI;'IOW ¥
Rated S Sketch Comedy -

StaceCoacH

THEATRE coMPAaNY V|RGINIA

20937 Ashburn Road, Suites 115 and 120
Ashburn, VA 20147

Sﬁ P §ﬁm ﬁi
FoR ’JW HOLIDAYS

‘i‘ mm» ‘
N
Candlelit Winter Recital

Pianist Thomas Pandolfi &
Violinist Leonid Sushansky

Thursday, December 11 | 5:30 p.m.

LOUDOUN

571-477-9444
DC's Wine Country®

www.StageCoachTC.com

LO

ERS

| SRS

SCAN HERE TO
PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS

Visit Thanksgiving Weekend with friends and family,

then shop the Museum Store on Sunday with 20% OFF

BONUS: Buy a Membership and receive
a free set of Museum Holiday Cards.

Family Holiday Night
Friday, December 12 | 5-8 p.m.

ARTMAKING

HOT COCOA

FESTIVE FUN
FREE ADMISSION

A special supplement to The Frederick News-Post | November 2025 | SHOP LOCAL FOR THE HOLIDAY | 7



By METRO

Children may look for-
ward to the holiday
season more than most
people. The holiday sea-
son is an opportunity for
kids to tear open wrap-
ping paper and see the
amazing gifts they've
received this year.

Although toys and games are typ-
ical gifts for children, there are
many other items that go beyond
these staples to make for unique

and creative gifts that can spark |}

imagination or boost physical
activity. Shoppers can consider
these outside-the-box gift ideas
when shopping for youngsters
this holiday season.

¢ 3D pen or printer: Kids can de-
sign and build amazing objects
that encourage them to employ
their creative side.

¢ Soap-making kit: These skits spur
creative endeavors and ultimate-
ly produce useful finished results.
Soap or perfume kits are great for
hands-on sensory learning. Such
gifts also teach some components of
science and math by requiring users
to follow the recipe.

¢ Robot-building kits: Take build-
ing kits one step further with items
that can move. Robot kits com-
bine play with engineering basics.

e Interactive books: Children can
solve puzzles or make choices to

shop Local

unique giits for Kids

move the story along. These types
of books may even appeal to the
most hesitant readers.

e Bug collection kits: Budding
entomologists can observe insects
close up, and then release them
back into the wild.

¢ Greenhouse, terrarium or bon-
sai tree kit: Put together the ma-
terials needed for kids to grow
something special. They can nur-
ture the plant along the way.

e Dress up trunk: Fill a box or a
trunk with various dress-up cos-
tumes and accessories and let
children’s imaginations run wild.
This will spur hours of imagina-
tive play and crazy combinations
of clothing.

METRO

e Geocaching app: Let kids find
objects hidden all over their
neighborhoods in real-world out-
door treasure hunts. Geocaching
utilizes GPS coordinates to find
hidden containers, called geo-
caches, placed there by other
players.

e Various craft supplies: Let kids
create any and all of their fun
ideas by compiling a kit full of
various craft supplies. From beads
to wooden letters to paints to paper,
there are plenty of items to be made.

¢ Hiking attire: Get kids out into
nature by supplying the gear
needed to take to the trails.

¢ Adopt a star or planet: Children
can adopt and name a star or
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hinking outside-the-box for kids’ gifts

| planet and get a certificate honor-

ing the event.

e Time capsule: Let children store
favorite items tucked away for safe
keeping, where they’ll remain un-
til unveiled in the future.

Did you know?

Every year certain gifts
emerge as the “hot” toys
and games for children.
These are the presents kids
are eager to find wrapped up
and ready for them. Adults
often scramble to secure
these popular items. Ac-
cording to the United King-
dom-based retailer Argos, the
following are among the most
popular items children were
asking Santa Claus to deliver

over the previous decade.

2024: BeyBlade Xtreme Battle Set
2023: Nerf Elite Double Punch

2022: LEGO Icons Optimus Prime
“Transformers” Robot Model Set

2021: Bluey Family Home Playset

2020: Hatchimals Pixies
Crystal Flyers

2019: Furreal Cubby Bear

2018: Fingerlings Untamed
T-Rex and Dino Cage

2017: Cozmo, White Robot
2016: Hatchimals, Purple Egg
2015: Barbie Saddle 'N Ride




All in-stock inventory

25% off!

Don’t miss our

- \ biggest sale of the year!

Lab created 1ct
Diamond Stud Earrings *630

(regular price $840)

Olde Towne Jewelers
36 E. Frederick St., Walkersville, MD - 301-845-2200 - www.oldetownejewelers.store

« We have the ingredients
2 for your Holiday Meals

Spiral-Sliced Hams
Taking orders for Bay Oysters
Local Apples & Apple Cider

Homemade Fruitcakes b

13613 Pennsylvania Ave,
Hagerstown, MD 21742

301-733-3778 ( " /.

303A Main Street,
Myersville, MD 21773

301-293-8454

Cookies & Cakes
Homemade Potato Chips
Mincemeat

Old Fashioned Christmas Candy
Full Line of Baking Supplies
Nuts & Dried Fruits

Candy Making Supplies

Hours: Mon-Fri 8-6, Sat 8-

mrhritk Nenrs-Jnst
GIVE THE GIFT OF NEWS

A 6-day subscription
4 months for only $79*

. /4/

With in-depth
coverage of local

and national news,
lifestyle features, games,
puzzles and money
saving special offers -
what's not to love!

Call today!
240.215.8600

and mention
"Gift Subscription”

*All subscriptions include complete digital access. Offer valid for non-subscribing households, home delivery only.

NEW
LOCATION

\
OWARD’S

Custom Framing

Special’|

Frame size
up to 16x20

: , By Appointment ochlk in
Special’  Dec. 4-6 ONLY ;

Frame size

|| upto 22x28 |

*Limitations opplgl
Visit our website for details!

240-772- ]305
owardsarts.com

1 W 2nd St. Frederick

noorsn

PLUMEBING %
DRAIN SERVICE

.l b

REMEMBER WE DO IT ALL!

We wish everyone a safe and Happy Thanksgiving!
Our Prayers go out to our troops and their families

. Always fair, reasonable |

“]ust Afrived From
The Black Forest!”

*

X SALE PRICED
$215.00 to
$2.150.00

Layaway now for the i
holidays

722 Potomac Ave., Hagerstown, MD

301-733-7376
NorthsideClockShop.com
Daily 9-5, Closed Wed. & Sun

Your holiday destination for
Gundam, Legos, trains, puzzles,

toys, models, RC cars, planes,

454 Prospect Blvd. Frederick, MD 21701
M-F 10-7 | Sat 10-6 | Sun 12-5
Hobbytown.com
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Serving MD, DC, NVA
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(GRAND RENTAL . EVENTS "

o‘lj\;o(fizstsior;al Tell1ting 41 0‘674'7500

PG [zl GrandRentalEvents.com

- Corporate Event Rentals
- Graduation/Party Rentals 8251 Telegraph Road | Odenton, MD

. Expo Rentals sales@grandrentalevents.com
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Holiday Happenings
V4

find the periect way to spend the holiday season with iriends and iamily

Saturday, Nov. 15
St. Paul United Methodist

Church Christmas Bazaar:

8 am.-2 p.m., St. Paul United
Methodist Church, 200 Main St.,
New Windsor. Hot breakfast/
lunch/bake table. Explore a va-
riety of vendors/crafters offering
a variety of handmade goods,
holiday décor, ornaments, small
treats and more. Free admission.
J. Wilhelm, stpaulnewwindsor@
gmail.com, 443-974-0541.

Christmas Bazaar and

Fried Oyster Luncheon:

9 a.m.-3 p.m., Taylorsville United
Methodist Church, 4356 Ridge
Road, Mount Airy. Crafts, gift
baskets, Santa’s re-gifting center,
wood working shop, train gar-
den, puzzles, books and more.
Fried oyster luncheon, chicken
strip platters, sandwiches, home-
made soups, cakes, pies, candy.
taylorsvilleumcmd@gmail.com,
410-875-4101. www.taylorsvil-
leunc.org.

Monthly Collection ior

Little Sisters of the Poor:

10 a.m.-12 p.m., in front of 114 E.
Second St., Frederick. St. John's
Council #1622, Frederick, is serv-
ing as the hub location for coun-
cils in Western Maryland every
third Saturday for the monthly

KofC Maryland State Program
to provide material support to
the Little Sisters of the Poor’s St.
Martin’s Home in Baltimore. sat-
terf@comcast.net, 301-305-2127.
kofc1622.org/little-sisters.html.

"Miracle on 34th Street”:

1-3 p.m. and 7-9 p.m., Urbana
High School, 3471 Campus Drive,
[jamsville. Join the Urbana High
School Drama Department as
we celebrate our 30th anniver-
sary season! The fall mainstage
production will be this holiday
classic. Purchase tickets online
in advance. $10 for students, $12

for adults. Ticket prices go up to
$15 at the door. No cash sales at

the door. stephen.ward@fcps.
org.$10-$15.  https://uhsdrama.
ludus.com.

Seasons of SOUL Holiday Market:

2-6 p.m., Carroll Creek Amphi-
theater, Frederick. Presented by
SOUL Street. Get ready to kick off
the holiday season in style for an
afternoon filled with community,
culture and holiday cheer. Shop
unique gifts from local Black-
owned businesses and vendors.
Savor delicious bites from food
trucks and sweet treat makers.

(g

STAFF FILE PHOTO BY KATINA ZENTZ
Jeff Schott, as Santa Claus, greets Charlie Chavez, 3, during the 2024 Maryland Christmas Show at the Frederick Fairgrounds.

Groove to the smooth sounds of
the Eric Byrd Jazz Trio. Snap a
photo with Black Santa. And ex-
perience the warmth, creativity,
and spirit that make Frederick’s
Black business community shine!
Jarad Bowens, events@mysoul-
street.com, 352-678-7030.

Holiday Preview:

5-8 p.m., Downtown Main Street,
Main Street, Mount Airy. Get a
jump start on holiday shopping
by visiting Downtown Mount Airy
during the Town'’s annual Holiday
Preview. Enjoy live music, free
horse-drawn carriage rides, and
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special shopping promotions at
locally owned and operated busi-
nesses as the Town welcomes the
holiday shopping season! gac-
tion@mountairymd.gov, 301-829-
1424. mountairymd.gov.

‘.II‘
The

THANKSGIVING
LAY

Sunday, Nov. 16

“The Thanksgiving Play”:
3-4:30 p.m., Maryland Ensemble
Theatre, 31 W. Patrick St., Fred-
erick. Good intentions collide
with absurd assumptions in this
biting satire, as a troupe of per-
formatively “woke” thespians
scrambles to create a pageant
that somehow manages to cele-
brate both Turkey Day and Na-
tive American Heritage Month
without any cultural stumbles.
contact@marylandensemble.
org, 301-694-4744. $36. marylan-
densemble.org/the-thanksgiv-
ing-play. Runs Nov. 21, Nov. 22,
Nov. 23, and Nov. 27.

Friday, Nov. 21

Christmas Market:

11 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. Nowv. 21 at Cal-
vary Lutheran Church, 16151 Old
Frederick Road, Mount Airy. Crab
cake dinner begins at4 p.m. Baked
goods, jams, jellies, cheese balls
and amazing vendors. Bid on the
silent auction and visit the white
elephant room. 410-489-5280.

Saturday, Nov. 22
Downtown Hagerstown Holiday

Market and Tree Lighting:

2-6:30 p.m., South Potomac, 38
S. Potomac St., Hagerstown. Fea-
tures vendors, live music from
local brass ensembles, igloo
bounce houses from High Expec-
tations LLC, and hot chocolate
from local favorite, Cannon Cof-
fee. Join us for a day filled with
holiday fun! The Downtown Tree
Lighting will take place at 5 p.m.
and feature live music, DJ Ryan
Smetzer, and a special visit from
Old Saint Nick! lcarroll@hag-
erstownmd.org, 240-382-0520.
mainstreethagerstown.org/
holidays-in-hagerstown/holi-
day-market.

A Motown Christmas:

2-4 p.m. and 8-10 p.m., Weinberg
Center for the Arts, 20 W. Patrick St.,
Frederick. A high-energy holiday
spectacular featuring legendary
vocalists from The Miracles and
The Contours. Backed by a dy-
namic six-piece band, these icons
deliver powerful performances of
timeless Motown hits and holi-
day classics, all wrapped in lush
harmonies and captivating cho-
reography. dyoung@cityoffred-
erickmd.gov, 301-600-2868. $64,
$58, $52. https://weinbergcenter.
org/shows/a-motown-christ-
mas-2025-matinee.

Sunday, Nov. 23

Civil War Style Church Service:

1-2:30 p.m., Historic Rocky
Springs Chapel, 7817 Rocky
Springs Road, Frederick. Attend
a Civil War-style, nondenomina-
tional Christian church service.
Preacher Bobby Rogers, founder
of the Landmark Bible Society,
will preach the sermon wearing
Civil War period attire. A short
living history program will fol-
low the church service. HRSC is

dedicated to using living history
programs to accurately educate
the public on Christian prac-
tices and the impact of faith on
American society during the Civ-
il War. The wearing of Civil War
period attire is encouraged but
not required. kmcallison@veri-
zon.net, 240-409-8361. historic-
rockyspringschapelandschool-
house.org.

Saturday, Nov. 29

“Junie B. in Jingle Bells

Batman Smells”:

10:30-11:30 a.m. and 1:30-2:30
p.m., Maryland Ensemble The-
atre, 31 W. Patrick St., Freder-
ick. She’s back! Follow the feisty
and irrepressible Junie B. Jones
as she plays Secret Santa to her
least favorite classmate, Tat-
tletale May. Will Junie B. give
Tattletale May exactly what she
thinks she deserves, or will the
holiday spirit force a change of
heart? With plenty of laughs and
life life lessons, it’s the perfect
holiday treat for the whole fami-
ly. contact@marylandensemble.
org, 301-694-4744. $15. https://
marylandensemble.org/junie-
b-jones-2025. Runs on Nov. 30
and Dec. 6.

A (lassically Fun

Advent Celebration:

7-9 p.m., Tom’s Creek United Meth-
odist Church, 10926 Simmons
Road, Taneytown. Presented by
The Smith Mountain Quartet fea-
turing Steven Fong, violin and
flute; Sherwin Fong, violin; Erin
Pack, viola; Andrew Mosholder,
cello. With Madeline Cross, so-
prano soloist; Rev. Mike Cant-
ley, guitar; Pam Mathews, garp-
sichord. Watch tomscreekumc.
com for more details in Novem-
ber. jcoleman0501@gmail.com,
443-280-3279. tomscreekumc.
com.
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SIlll(lﬂY, Nov. 30
(Celtic Hﬂl’ll Trio:

2-3 p.m., Brunswick Branch Li-
brary, 915 N. Maple Ave., Bruns-
wick. Listen to the beautiful
music of local Celtic Harp trio
featuring Jim Dronnenberg,
and Wes and Julie Merchant.
Brunswick Branch Library, 301-
600-7250.  https://frederick.li-
brarycalendar.com/event/celtic-
harp-trio-168645.

Holiday Concert:

4-5:15 p.m., National Shrine of
Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, 339
S. Seton Ave., Emmitsburg. Get
into the holiday spirit listening to
Christmas music through the ages.
The Emmitsburg Community Cho-
rus plans a series of free concerts,
starting at the historic Basilica of
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton. Under
the direction of Peggy Flickinger,
the group of 30+ vocalists includes
members from Maryland, Penn-
sylvania and Virginia. They are ac-
companied by pianist Lisa Mattia.
A freewill offering will be accept-
ed. jnbgraham@gmail.com, 301-
6067488. http://EmmitsburgCom-
munityChorus.org.

Friday, Dec. 5

FCOB Annual (hristmas Bazaar:

8 am.-2:30 p.m., Frederick
Church of the Brethren, 201 Fair-
view Ave., Frederick. A festive
day of soup, sandwiches, crafts, &
more! Lunch begins at 10:30 a.m.
Shop for handmade gifts, enjoy
delicious food, and celebrate the



season with our church family
and community. Kristin Holter,
info@fcob.net, 301-662-1819.
https://tinyurl.com/3x2faned.

W

—

y’mores with Santa:

4-8:45 p.m., Utica District Park,
10200-B Old Frederick Road,
Frederick. Santa is coming to
town, and he’s making a special
stop in Frederick to warm up by
the fire and enjoy some delicious
s'mores! Grab your coat and hat
and coat, make your way to the
park to say hello, share your wish
list with Santa, and relax by your
very own campfire. The event will
feature s’'mores and a hot cocoa
bar to make your evening extra
sweet.Advanced registration is
required, maximum of 10 people
per family. Space is limited. Reg-
istration is per family. By sign-
ing up, you are reserving a fire
pit for a maximum of 10 people.
ParksandRecreation@Frederick-
CountyMD.gov, 301-600-2936.
$35.  http://bit.ly/SmoresWith-
Santa. Event also runs on Dec. 11.

“A Not So Silent Night” featuring
Mama’s Black Sheep, Regina

Sayles & Colleen Clark:

7-10 p.m., Rockwell Brewery,
8411 Broadband Drive, Fred-
erick. A lively holiday-themed
show. The artists will be playing
original songs along with holiday
favorites to get you in the spirit of
the season. This show has lots of
sing-along opportunities and is

suitable for all ages, making it a
fun holiday event for the whole
family. matt@rockwellbrewery.
com, 240-575-9755. $20 through
Eventbrite.

FCC Wind Ensemble Performance:
7:30-9 p.m., Frederick Commu-
nity College, Visual & Performing
Arts Center, 7932 Opossumtown
Pike, Frederick. Join the FCC
Wind Ensemble for a captivating
blend of contemporary com-
positions, toe-tapping concert
band favorites, and traditional
masterpieces. Led by Kimberly
Hirschmann, themusicisbrought
to life by the dynamic perfor-
mance of our college communi-
ty ensemble. Light refreshments
and sweet treats available follow-
ing the performance. Tickets are
free but a $15 per person dona-
tion is suggested to support the
FCC Music Program. mgersten@
frederick.edu, 301-846-2566,
frederick.edu/music.

Saturday, Dec. 06
First Saturday:

Downtown Frederick businesses
celebrate First Saturday with
their own unique events. From
in-store tastings and gallery
openings, to artist and vendor
exhibitions, there’s always some-
thing new to explore! downtown-
frederick.org/events.

Christmas Bazaar:

9 a.m.-3 p.m., Brook Hill United
Methodist Church, 8946 Indian
Springs Road, Frederick. bhcom-
munication@bhumc.org, 301-
662-1727. bhumc.org.

Winter Arts Emporium: Artists

Market at the Delaplaine:

10 a.m.-4 p.m., Delaplaine Arts
Center, 40 S. Carroll St., Freder-
ick. Check off your holiday gift
list with one-of-a-kind artworks

from our annual holiday artists’
market! The event features 20+
vendors featuring a wide array
of artworks, crafts, and gift items
created by local artists and ar-
tisans. Admission is free. Jack-
ie Clark, jclark@delaplaine.org,
301-698-0656.  delaplaine.org/
programs.

Hello Holidays 5th Annual Event:
10 a.m.-4 p.m., Frederick Fair-
grounds, Buildings 12 and 13, 797
E. Patrick St., Frederick. Come to
shop more than 60 handmade
vendors and visit the food trucks!
Don'’t forget to take your free pho-
to with Santa (4 legged friends
are welcome). Continues Dec. 7.
Frederick Makers Market, freder-
ickmakersmarket@gmail.com.

Sensory Friendly Visit with Santa:
10 am.-12:30 p.m., Rock Creek
Recreation Center, 55B W. Fred-
erick St., Walkersville. Come visit
Santa, snap a quick picture, and
see what other fun activities his
elves have planned for you. This
program is geared towards fam-
ilies of children with disabilities.
Parents and siblings welcome.
Attendees ages 2-21 must reg-
ister for the program to attend.
ParksandRecreation@Frederick-
CountyMD.gov, 301-600-2936. $8.
http://bit.ly/SensorySantaVisit.

Holiday Workshop Open House:

10 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Scott Key
Community Center, 1050 Rocky
Springs Road, Frederick. Bring
your little one out for a morning
of crafting. We will guide you and
your child through craft stations
to help make personalized gifts
for your loved ones. Just bring
your little one and your time
and we will supply the materials
and guidance. You will leave the
event with four wrapped crafts
to celebrate your winter holi-
day. Pre-registration required.

Frederick County Parks and Rec-
reation, ParksandRecreation@
FrederickCountyMD.gov,  301-
600-2936.  $20. http://bitly/
FCPRHolidayShop.

"Polar Express” Pajama Party

and Movie Event:

11 am.-1:30 p.m., The Capitol
Theatre, 159 S. Main St.,, Cham-
bersburg. The P] Party kicks off
at 11 a.m., followed by the movie
starting at noon. Attendees are
invited to partake in our feature
in-theme hot cocoa bar. Each
ticket will come with one free
cup of hot cocoa! Santa will also
be making an appearance. Must
book tickets by Dec. 5. vperry@
thecapitoltheatre.org, 717-263-

0202. $19. thecapitoltheatre.org.

Brunswick Holiday Marketplace
and Santa’s Workshop:

11 am.-5 p.m., Martin’s Creek
Parking Lot, 100 E. Potomac St.
Brunswick. Celebrate the sea-
son in Brunswick! Enjoy a fes-
tive day filled with craft vendors,
food trucks, hot cider, and cocoa.
Take a Santa Train Ride at 1 p.m.
or 3 p.m., then catch the Holi-
day Parade at 4 p.m. Stay after
the parade for the tree lighting
and photos with Santa! bruns-
wickmainstreet.org/event/holi-
day-marketplace.

Olde Fashioned Holiday Open
House at the Museum:

11 a.m.-3 p.m., National Road
Museum, 214 N. Main St., Boons-
boro. Join the National Road Mu-
seum as we welcome the holiday
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season and celebrate one year
of our museum with a seasonal
open house! Our museums will
be decorated for the season, re-
freshments will be provided while
supplies last, and a take-home
craft will be available for chil-
dren! During this event we will
also be collecting non-perishable
food items for the South County
Food Pantry, a Boonsboro-based
nonprofit which supports over
150 individuals in Washington
County. Reuben Moss, info@Na-
tionalRoadFoundation.org, 240-
769-0898. nationalrdfoundation.
org/event/olde-fashioned-holi-
day-open-house-at-the-museum.

Secret Elf Workshop:
First Saturday
December 6:
1-2:30 p.m.,,
Delaplaine
Arts Center,

40 S. Carroll St.,
Frederick. Join us for another
year of one of our most popular
children’s programs, Secret EIf
Workshop! The best gifts are the
ones you make, so travel up to the
North Pole (a.k.a. our 3rd-floor
studio) to create arts and crafts
that you can give as holiday gifts.
Space is limited. Registration re-
quired. Gift wrapping included!
Jackie Clark, jclark@delaplaine.
org, 301-698-0656.$10 per elf.
delaplaine.org/programs.

Holiday Aiternoon Tea:

3:30-5:30 p.m., Ceresville Mansion,
8529 Liberty Road, Frederick.
Join us for a cozy afternoon filled
with delicious tea, scrumptious
treats, and quality time with
friends in a winter wonderland.
Welcome to the Winter After-
noon Tea event at Ceresville
Mansion! Treat yourself to a de-
lightful afternoon filled with deli-
cious teas, scrumptious pastries,
and quality time together. Join us
for a charming experience in a

beautiful setting. info@ceresville.
com, 301-694-5111. $42.

Emmitsburg Community Chorus
Holiday Concert:

3-4:15 p.m., Lewistown United
Methodist Church, 11032 Hes-
song Bridge Road, Thurmont.
Get into the holiday spirit listen-
ing to Christmas music through
the ages. Under the direction of
Peggy Flickinger, the group of
30+ vocalists includes members
from Maryland, Pennsylvania
and Virginia. They are accom-
panied by pianist Lisa Mattia. A
freewill offering will be accept-
ed. The concert features holiday
favorites from different decades.
Betsy Graham, jnbgraham@
gmail.com, 301-606-7488. Em-
mitsburgCommunityChorus.org.
Concert runs on Sunday from
3-4:15 p.m.

A Very Grinchy Holiday Storytime!:
4-6 p.m., Kentlands Mansion, 320
Kent Square Road, Gaithersburg.
Step into Whoville for a magical
holiday moment as the Grinch
reads “How the Grinch Stole
Christmas!” Each little Who will
enjoy cookies, milk and one fes-
tive goody bag no more, no less
(the Grinch insists!). After the
story, snap a grinch-tastic photo
with the mean green guy him-
self! Space is limited and parental
supervision is required. Recom-
mended for children age 3+. Sar-
ah Fenwick, kentlands@gaithers-
burgmd.gov, 301-258-6425. $30
per child residents/ $35 per child
for non-residents. https://gburg.
md/4fJUWeK.

A Main Street Christmas:

5:30-7:30 p.m., Downtown Main
Street, 110 S. Main St., Mount
Airy. One of Mount Airy’s most
cherished events! Town tree light-
ing, holiday parade. The festivi-
ties kick off with the official Town

tree lighting ceremony at 5:30
p.m. in the Railyard (1 N. Main
St.) with the Mayor, Town Coun-
cil and several specially selected
local students. Then get ready as
the annual holiday parade makes
its way down Main Street with
appearances by nonprofits, local
businesses, community organi-
zations and Santa Claus! The pa-
rade route starts at Mount Airy
Elementary School (405 N. Main
St.) and ends at Calvary United
Methodist Church (403 S. Main
St.). gaction@mountairymd.gov,
301-829-1424. mountairymd.gov.

UHS Winter Wonderland 2025:

9a.m.-3p.m., UrbanaHigh School
, 3471 Campus Drive, [jamsville.
The Urbana High School Band
Boosters hosts this fundraiser
for the band. Students dress as
elves and escort the kids to San-
ta’s Workshop (without parents),
where they can shop for their
loved ones (parents do provide
a budget for their kids to shop in
Santa’s Workshop). The presents
are then wrapped/sealed and re-
turned to their parents. Admis-
sion to the event is free. Jessica
Miltenberger, shophighstyle@
outlook.com.

FCC Handbell Choir Performance:
“A Starry Winter’s Night: Song

With Celestial Connections”:

7:30-9 p.m., Frederick Commu-
nity College, 7932 Opossumtown
Pike (JBK Theater, Parking Lot
9), Frederick. Usher in a holiday
season that’s out of this world!
Traditional holiday favorites will
be featured, along with origi-
nal handbell compositions, pop
tunes, and a few international se-
lections. Light refreshments and
sweet treats will follow the con-
cert. Tickets are free but a $15 per
attendee donation is suggested to
support the FCC Music Program.
mgersten@frederick.edu, 301-
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846-2566. 2025HandbellChoir.
eventbrite.com.

Sunday, Dec. 07
Hello Holidays Makers Market:

10 a.m.-2 p.m., Frederick Fair-
grounds, 797 E. Patrick St.,
Frederick. Come out to shop our
more than 60 handmade ven-
dors and visit the food trucks!
Don’t forget to take your free
photo with Santa (4 legged
friends are welcome)! frederick-
makersmarket@gmail.com.

Mount Airy Vol. Fire Co. Santa

Open House:

1-4 p.m., Mount Airy Vol. Fire
Co. Fire Station, 702 N. Main St.,
Mount Airy. Visit Santa at the fire
station. Fire & safety information
available. Refreshments. BYO
camera! Sue Hubble, 301-829-
0100. mavfc.org.

Giit Wrap Like a Pro:

2-3 p.m., Middletown Branch Li-
brary, 31 E. Green Street, Middle-
town. Join Susan Day and Patti
Lenko from the Candy Kitchen to
learn tips and tricks for wrapping
presents this holiday season.
301-600-7560. frederick.library-
calendar.com.

FCC String Ensemble Presents

“Winter Daydreams”:

3-4:30 p.m., Frederick Commu-
nity College, Visual & Performing
Arts Center, 7932 Opossumtown
Pike (JBK Theater, Parking Lot
9), Frederick. Join Director Lynn
Fleming and the FCC String En-



semble as they present music by
the Russian masters to evoke the
season’s mood. Some surprise
pieces will lighten the darkness
of the winter months while pro-
viding a few “Thrills” too! Light
refreshments available following
the performance. Tickets are free
but a $15 suggested donation per
attendee will support the FCC
Music Program. mgersten@fred-
erick.edu, 301-846-2566. 2025
StringEnsemble.eventbrite.com.

Tuesday, Dec. 09
Art Class: Snowy Owl Scene:

1-3 p.m., Emmitsburg Senior
Center, 300A S. Seton Ave., Unit
8, Emmitsburg. Who doesn’t love
owls? Use acrylics to paint an owl
perched in a snowy scene. New
and returning students welcome.
Instructor: Dorothea Barrick.
Pre-register. Emmitsburg Senior
Center, virtualseniorcenter@
frederickcountymd.gov, 301-600-
6350. $15. frederickcountymd-
gov.3dcartstores.com.

Holiday Craity-Hour!:

3:30-5:30 p.m., The Common
Market Co-op, 5728 Buckeystown
Pike, Frederick. Drop in, get cozy,
and get crafty! Whether you're

STAFF FILE PHOTO BY KATINA ZENTZ
Items are shown at Kate Klipp Designs during the 2024 Maryland Christmas
Show at the Frederick Fairgrounds.

working on handmade gifts, hol-
iday decorations, or just feel like
getting creative, our Holiday Crafty
Hour is the perfect time to make
progress on your projects in a fun,
relaxed atmosphere. Bring your
own works-in-progress or start
something new using our stash
of collage materials and assorted
craft supplies. This is a no-pres-
sure, all-joy space to connect with
fellow crafters, share inspiration,
and enjoy a little creative time
during the busy holiday season.
Refreshments provided! Amanda
Robinson, arobinson@common-
market.coop, 301-663-3416. com-
monmarket.coop/classes-events/
holiday-crafty-hour.

Crochet 101: Start a Scanf!:

6-7:30 p.m., Myersville Com-
munity Library, 8 Harp Place,
Myersville. Learn basic crochet
techniques while starting a cozy
winter scarf. Yarn provided or
bring your own! Participants are
encouraged to bring their own
crochet hook. However, hooks
will be available to borrow. For
adults and teens. Rachel Kurtz,
rkurtz@frederickcountymd.gov,
301-600-8350. frederick.library-
calendar.com.

Wednesday, Dec. 10

Winter Wonderland Holiday Gala:
7-10 p.m., Steinhardt Brewing,
340 E. Patrick Street, Suite 100-
102, Frederick. For those with
no company party to call their
own, this one is for you! Please,
join the Cowork Frederick Foun-
dation for our annual Holiday
Gala Fundraiser! Join us for food,
drinks, music, dancing, and raf-
fled prizes as we prepare to care
for the Frederick Small Biz Com-
munity in 2026. Julia Ferguson,
heycowork@coworkfrederick.
com, 301-732-5165. $75. cowork-
frederickfoundation.org/holi-
day-gala-2025.

Thursday, Dec. 11

Jingle & Mingle:

3-6 p.m., Downtown Main Street,
110 S. Main St., Mount Airy. Get
your last-minute shopping in as
a part of the Town’s annual Jin-
gle & Mingle event. Enjoy shop-
ping, dining and exploring along
Downtown Main Street as many
shops will be offering in-store
specials and promotions. Grace-
ful Action, gaction@mountairy-
md.gov, 301-829-1424. moun-
tairymd.gov.

Adaptive Holiday Shop:

4-7 p.m., Scott Key Community
Center, 1050 Rocky Springs Road,
Frederick. Join us for a special
opportunity for your child to
shop for a loved one for a holiday
gift. Limit to four gifts per child.
Trained staff will be there to as-
sist your child with hand picking
from a variety of gifts. Then our
holiday helpers will assist your
child in our workshop with wrap-
pingyour gift. This event is geared
towards individuals with disabil-
ities. Light refreshments will be
provided in the lobby while you
remain onsite so that your child
can enjoy their shopping expe-

rience. Frederick County Parks
and Recreation, ParksandRecre-
ation@FrederickCountyMD.gov,
301-600-2936. $10, includes cost
of gift and gift wrapping. bit.ly/
FCPRHolidayShop.

“A Christmas Carol”:

8-9:30 p.m., Weinberg Center
for the Arts, 20 W. Patrick St.,
Frederick. Presented by Mary-
land Ensemble Theatre. This
beloved stage adaptation of
Charles Dickens’ timeless clas-
sic brings to life the unforgetta-
ble tale of Ebenezer Scrooge, a
miserly man whose cold heart is
transformed through a powerful
journey of redemption.On one
fateful Christmas Eve, Scrooge
is visited by three mysterious
spirits the Ghosts of Christmas
Past, Present, and Future who
guide him through prominent
moments of his life, reveal the
consequences of his actions, and
offer him a chance to change his
ways. Along the way, memorable
characters including the cheerful
and kind-hearted Bob Cratchit
and his beloved son Tiny Tim,
whose moving words, “God bless
us, every one,” capture the story’s
enduring message. Zack Callis,
weinberg@cityoffrederickmd.
gov, 301-600-2828. $28. https://
weinbergcenter.org/shows/a-
christmas-carol-2025.
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Voted Best Caterer in Frederick
Magazine & The Frederick News-Post

WEDDINGS

EVENTS

CORPORATE

BAKERY

1 FREDERICK HEALTH WAY, SUITE 210 1 FREDERICK
301.663.8220 | CANAPESCATERING.COM
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The Bert Trearnrer of Boonshoro

COME EXPLORE MARYLAND

Gifts Jnn Boonsporo
"~ A Showcase of Regiona] Arts & Crafts
16 North Main Street
Boonsboro, MD 21713
GiftsiInnBoonsBoro.com
301.432.0090

THE BIG 1S WAITING FoR You
* BEAVER CREEK %
722 ANTIQUE MARKET &%

Light Refreshments
Open House ’

11/28,11/29, 11/30
10 a.m.-5 p.m. each day
Door Prizes * Black Friday Sale

#1 Antique Shop
Hagerstown, Maryland &=
“BIG CITY Antiques At Country Prices”

301-739-8075

beavercreekantiquemarket.com

For More Information Visit
www.mainstreetmiddletown.org

QMAIN STREET

MIDDLETOWN

Mon, Tue, Thurs 10-5
Wed & Fri 10-8 » Sat 9-4

SPORTSGANND

INC.

“Your complete team outfitter™
PO Box 336 » 108 W Main St. Middletown, MD 21769

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL HIGH SCHOOL
WE HAVE APPAREL

& GEAR HERE

PROUDLY SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1984
e www.mtownsportsland.com

Give the Gift of Tradition... —gu8
% O & HO Gauge Model Trains " 1
% Holiday Selection s
% Gift Cards

# Thomas the Train

% Ready to Run Train Sets
(perfect for around the tree)

6 East Main Street
Thurmont, MD 21788
. 240-288-3330
# Accessories ) i
WWww.eastmaintrains.com

e | EMFT Wednesday-Sunday 10a-5p

N Tad:the efet G2 B

in Main Street Middletown! Visit for the day, or the
weekend and you may even feel as if you have stepped
into a holiday movie! Discover a one-of-a-kind mix of
local shops with something special for everyone on your
holiday gift list. From cozy cafés to upscale dining, Main
Street offers the perfect spot for festive get-togethers—
whether it's a casual gift swap with friends or a full-scale
company holiday party!

% Repairs

Downtown Eateries

Abbracio Gelato - Aleko's Village Cafe - Asian Café -
Beans & Dreams: Nektario’s Place - Deb's Artisan
Bakehouse - Dempsey's Grille - The Grill at LDS - The Main
Cup - More Ice Cream - Tapia's on Main - Orchid Cellars
Meadery & Winery - Willow Oaks Craft Cider & Wine

Holiday Gift Giving

Bug and Jane Skin Sanctuary « Gladhill Furniture
Company « Hearth & Home Mercantile « Hello Gorgeous
Boutique ¢ Hello Gorgeous Salon - Middletown Sportsland
- Middletown Coin Exchange - Phillips Family Vision
Center « The Trolley Stop - The Turquoise Trailer Boutique
- The Welcome Center
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shop

Local

Smart shopping tips ior the holidays

BUDGET-FRIENDLY
holiday shopping tips

BY METRO

Holiday shopping and entertain-
ing involve a whirlwind of activity
to round out the end of the year.
The holiday season also tends to
be an expensive time of year.

According to Capital One Shopping, the aver-
age spending for holiday travel, gifts and en-
tertainment expenses is $1,638. The National
Retail Federation says American consumers
spend an average of $997.73 on gifts and other
holiday items each Christmas.

For some people, adding an additional $1,000
to their November or December budgets can
be challenging, and many individuals seek
budget-friendly solutions for their holiday cel-
ebrations. The following guidelines can help
corral spending this year.

SET ABUDGET

It’s impossible to keep a budget if one is never
established in the first place. Determine how
much you can comfortably spend on gifts,
travel and entertaining, as well as any other
holiday expenses. Once the number is calcu-
lated, divvy up spending accordingly.

PLAN YOURLIST

Make a list of everyone you need to purchase
gifts for, along with gift ideas and estimated
costs. Set a dollar amount for each individual,
particularly if you will not be spending the same
amount on each person. Having numbers in
black and white, and comparing them to what
you have allocated for gifts, will enable you to
see whether you are overspending or on budget.

SHOP EARLY

Begin holiday shopping as early as possible,
even months before the holidays arrive. Such
an approach enables you to take advantage of

sales as they come up. Also, you will not fall vic-
tim to impulse buys or last-minute purchases
because you are under a time crunch.

TRACK SPENDING

Utilize whatever method works for you to keep
apprised of spending. It may be jotting down
numbers on a piece of paper or using a budget-
ing app on a smartphone. Having a clear idea
of what you have spent and any dollars remain-
ing will help you keep your overall spending in
line with your budgeted amount.

GET COUPONS

Signing up for stores’ loyalty programs can
enable you to receive members-only coupons
or digital codes to your phone or email. Com-
pare the discounted final price with other
stores’ offers to make sure that you are getting
the best deals. Browser extensions also can
search automatically for coupons and apply
them to the checkout when online shopping.

USE CREDIT CARDS WISELY

Credit cards come with various perks, many
of which are points or cash back accumulated
with each purchase. Utilize a card that works
best for your needs, whether it’s to get airline
miles or score extra spending money for a par-
ticular retailer. Only charge what you can pay
in full when the bill arrives; otherwise, the ben-
efits may be negated by high interest rates.
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Thoughtiul giits
[or seniors

BY METRO
Finding unique gifts for seniors can
be challenging because these in-
dividuals have been receiving gifts
for many years, and may already
have everything they need. Inspira-
tion is everything when shopping for
the ideal gifts for the older adults in
one’s life — here are some categories
that can serve as a springboard for
what to get them this holiday season.

COMFORT AND MOBILITY

Although people like to say, “age is just a num-
ber,” getting older may come with a few aches
and pains and even some limitations. Gifts
like seat cushions that correct posture or easy
on/off sock helpers can be helpful. Cloud
foam slippers or even a grab bar that attaches
into the hood of the car door can be great gifts.

FITNESS AND FUN

Active seniors may appreciate a fitness tracker
or exercise equipment (yoga mat, light dumb-
bells, resistance bands) to facilitate fitness
goals. Storage solutions for hobbies and craft
items also can be fitting. See-through con-
tainers to store paints or beads or an organizer
for fishing tackle can make seniors’ hobbies
more enjoyable. A roll-up puzzle mat is great
for puzzle enthusiasts to protect their work
until completion.

FAMILY GIFTS

Seniors also may appreciate gifts that touch
the heart. A custom recipe cutting board
that features a treasured family recipe may
become a cherished item. A customized
photo calendar that features family mem-
bers’ birthdays and other key events also is
thoughtful. A photo jewelry locket makes a
nice gift for a special senior woman.

TRAVEL GIFTS

Seniors typically have more time to devote
to travel than younger adults, and gifts that
cater to their wanderlust are a perfect fit.
Digital GPS-based devices that connect to
keys or luggage can help prevent lost items
while traveling. Bright luggage that won’t
get mixed up at the baggage carousel or er-
gonomic neck pillows that facilitate napping
on a flight also can be appreciated.



LOVE LOCAL TOUR + DEC 9 - 5-8PM

This can't-miss night of holiday fun is designed with locals in mind!
Come out to enjoy the enchanting show of lights, local shopping
and holiday cheer that Downtown Frederick puts on each winter

without worrying about the weekend crowds.

1
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downtownfrederick.org

Enjoy all-day shopping, live holiday music, marshmallow roasting stations and free parking in Downtown Frederick!
Shops open early and stay open late with special deals and downtown-wide giveaways at the Snowflake Tree.

Photo Credit: Sean Reel & Maryland State Arts Council 2025, MSAC.org

DINING
« ChaTime Tea « Chipotle Mexican Grill « IHOP
« FirebirdsWood re Grill « Kulfi Ice Cream & Italian Ice
« Matsutake Sushi & Steak « McDonald’s ¢« MOD Superfast Pizza
» Noodles & Company « Panda Express « Poke Bowl
« Starbucks « TGI Friday’s « Thai Table « Kpot Korean
BBQ and Hotpot « Ugly Dumpling

SERVICES & SHOPPING
o Banner Hallmark  Bank of America ATM
o F45 Training  Lenscrafters « MOM’s Organic Market « Nail Trix
o Olive & Basket « PNC Bank « Evolve Med Spa  Sola Salon Studios
o The UPS Store

FASHION
o Chico’s « Comfort One Shoes « Francescas « Jos. A. Bank « LOFT
» Soma Intimates « Whitehouse | Black Market

ENTERTAINMENT
« Regal Cinemas Stadium 16 & IMAX « XGolf

Thank you for voting us
Best Shopping Center
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R. BRUCE CARSON JEWELERS

MARCGCO BICEGO
TRUNK SHOW

DECEMBER 5 3 10AM-6PM
DECEMBER 6 % 10AM-3PM

Those that purchase Marco Bicego will
have their name entered to win a pair of
Marco Bicego Paradise Earrings

in 18k yellow gold with

gemstone and diamond accents

($1,040 value)

LIGHT REFRESHMENTS
Portion of the proceeds will be donated to Hospice of Washington County and the Humane Society of Washington County




