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LOOKING FOR NEW ADVENTURES?

¥ =
e

Visit MDMOUNTAINSIDE.COM/STARTSHERE

Rocky Gap State Park in Mountain Maryland is home to Lake -
Habeeb, a 243-acre lake with some of the ‘bluest waters in Maryland
YOU’'RE WELCOME

Maryland.' Enjoy canoeing, kayaking, paddle boarding, as well as isimar/lagderd
swimming, with access to public beaches, including a pet friendly &%%%ﬁﬁ!

swimming area. MOUNTAIN SIDE
5 OF MARYLAND
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NO NEED TO

AR GET CLOSER

Time together becomes more precious everyday. Stroll our historic downtown or explore //._.\
country roads full of lovingly preserved manors. Try a wine flight, a beer flight, or a spirits DISCOVER

flight prior to enjoying a delicious meal. Take in an outdoor concert or a live performance M ART]NSBURG
at our historic theater. All just a short drive away in Berkeley County, West Virginia. - =

- -
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Discover Leesburg’s best kept shopping secrets
with a free, self-guided tour of thrift, vintage, and
consignment shops. Explore unique treasures,

score amazing deals, and shop sustainably!

Scanthe QR codeto
start your adventure!

AMERICA'S FIRST SPA

Recreation and relaxation are waiting for you in Berkeley Springs. Soak in the EST. BE‘RKE IL E’Yl776
warm mineral waters at one of our many spas, visit art galleries, distinctive shops, LY R AN AW A B B B

and enjoy fine dining. Fill your days with hiking, swimming, golfing, horseback | (' l
riding, fishing or mountain biking. J A J J

~ T~

Every weekend offers live music and a historic movie theatre. _— e

Learn more by visiting www.berkeleysprings.com “WEST

VIRGINIA_
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Now Recruitin
A New Generation of

POLICE OFFICERS

Excellent pay & benefits.
$10k sign-on honus w/current WV certification; $5k for
those w/certification from another state/jurisdiction.

Full requirements, details & application can
be obtained by scanning the QR code
orvisiting...

cityofmartinsburg.org/careers :

Apply Online to
Qualify for Future
Testing Dates.

Difference. Honor. Pride.

The City of Martinsburg is an equal opportunity employer. Women and minorities are encouraged to apply.
Martinsburg Police Civil Service Commission.  EOE/AA/M/F/V
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Custom Glft Baskéts, jellles & jams,
Vegetable & Flower Plants

_ = fr 3840 Smithsburg Pike Smithsburg MD 21783 ¢ 301-824-4658 ® www.ivy-hill-farm.com
Here are just a few things we carry during the year: .

Open for tours
Fresh Baked Goods, Meat, Produce, Wines (local and beyond!), Jellies, March-December
Jams, Butters, Dressings & Sauces, Pickles &Relishes, Gift ltems, Herbs, == PR =" . L
Bedding Plants, Homemade Apple Butter, Farm Fresh Beef & Pork, & : Bl picile ang some

Local Cheeses, Gift Certificates and so much more! ' & ik visit this beautifully
preserved Shenandoah

«« Get Your Pies, Cookies & Cakes s» = ~ Valley historic treasure!
PRE-ORDERS WELCOME ON FRESH BAKED GOODS £ e, (O g .
FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION OR HOLIDAY! : 220 Lalls e [iomd

= - Middletown VA 22645
5199 John Marshall Hwy, Strasburg, VA - (540) 465-2729 540-869-2028

Check out our websitg for opening date and hours. sl ment elondar atvmmrbellbsroveons
www.woodbinefarmmarket.com

Visiting the Panhandle This Spring?
Your Family is Going to Love our Local Markets!

April 19th 2025

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION

IN ROUNDHOUSE FARMERS MARKET

IEIgpin

Rountlhous*e

¥ ﬁ.z u L - L3 U
w -
100 East Liberty |
Street e S TII1LLL
i Martinsburg, WV
4 Inthe Historic B&O
Roundhouse

Discover the Best of Local Harvest at Our F

d Farmer’s Market! Get ready for a feast : rom I-81,
wi ) i i Mark 4 l. for the senses as we bring together the S take exit '|3
o BN Night ar et Y : )
- | il / e N freshest meats, locally raised produce, for King Street
L g -~_-aﬁ;_.:-,__ o ek ..“,, tastiest baked goods, and unique : DOWMOWn
. 3 Friday of the Month 4 PM until 8 PM May through August ! handcrafted items from local farmers ]

3" Saturday ber through and artisans‘

e o2 T
COMING SOON " %

WHIMSICAUWILLOWEVENTS@GMAILCOM AND KATHRYN ROWLEY ARE

THE ONLY CONTACTS FOR THESE EVENTS 100 East Liberty St.

Roundhouse Night Market and Merry Makers Market at the Martinsburg, WV 25401
Roundhouse are brought to you by Whimsical Willow Events.
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With history, horses and vintage charm, western Loudoun County,
Virginia, offers visitors much more than its stunning vineyards.

ast year, Loudoun Coun-
ty celebrated its 40th
anniversary as a mecca
for wine lovers. And with
good reason: The county
has more than 50 wineries, as well as
30 breweries and several distilleries.

But during a recent visit, I decided
it might be wise to check out some of
the county’s other attractions before I
sampled too many of its libations.

I started in Lucketts, where the
Lucketts Store, The Cottage, On a
Whim, Rust & Feathers, and Hum-
mingbird’s Nest showcase eclectic
collections of old and sometimes
new merchandise that includes
everything from vintage linens and
buttons to new or newly refurbished
upholstered furniture—and my
personal favorite, ice skates.

Growing up as the sixth of seven
children, one of my most fervent de-
sires was to have my very own figure
skates—not a pair I had to wait for a
sibling to outgrow. If only I'd known
about the antique stores of Lucketts.
There were white skates, black skates,
skates that still had their blade covers.
Oh, to be young again!

Shelving my Olympic figure skating
aspirations, I drove south on Route
15 to Morven Park, the former home
of Virginia Gov. Westmoreland
Davis and his wife Marguerite in the
early 1900s. The 1,000-acre property
is now a privately owned park and
equestrian center that is open to the
public 365 days a year.

The park will hold its annual
Spring Horse Trials March 29 and
30. If you go, be sure to leave time to
visit the Davis’ circa-1784 mansion
that looks like something right out
of “Gone with the Wind.” Today

it's a museum that provides great
insights into the property’s history,
its owners and the building’s lavish
furnishings, including tapestries that
date to the mid-1500s.

Take the 60-minute tour to learn
how the Civil War impacted the
property and to get information on
Morven Park’s 246 Years Project,
which is dedicated to documenting
and honoring enslaved men, women
and children. (See sidebar.)

Just 10 miles farther south on
Route 15, the gardens and build-
ings of Oatlands date to the early
19th century and provide another

glimpse of life during plantation-era
Virginia. The gardens and grounds
are open daily from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. and the Visitor Center and
mansion will reopen for the season
March 29.

No trip to western Loudoun County
would be complete without a stop
in Middleburg, known by many as
America’s “Horse and Hunt Cap-
ital” The scenery alone makes it
worth the trip, with acres and acres
of sprawling horse farms, split rail
fencing and expansive estate homes.

~SEE NEXT PAGE ~

WILD HARE ADVENTURES

ABOVE: Wild Hare Adventures
near Philamont can host
specialized theme parties,
Alpaca Yoga or Alpaca picnics.
Tours of the farm include meet-
and-greets with the llamas and
other farm animals.

LEFT: At Creek’s Edge Winery in
Taylorstown, the wines may get
first billing, but the stunning
architecture is a starinits own
right. Check out the rustic
tasting room, bridal loft and
barrel room and then head
outside to relax in Adirondack
chairs that line the creek’s edge.
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7 SHUTTERSTOCK
Morven Park’s 246 Years Project strives to
collect the forgotten and missing histories of
slaves for their ancestors.

FORGOTTEN
NO MORE

By KATE MCDERMOTT

From 1619 t01865, the millions of Africans
who were held as slaves in the United States were
considered the legal property of their owners.
For their descendants, searches to learn more
about their ancestors often hit a dead end, since
as property, slaves’ names were not included on
most government records like census, birth and
death registers.

Morven ParK’s 246 Years Project seeks to find
the missing pieces of slaves’ lives and ensure
they are properly recorded and saved for future
generations. By mining the archives of historic
sites, community history organizations and lo-
cal courts, the 246 Years Project will amass this
information into a free, digital database to help
slaves’ descendants build their family trees and
learn their history.

“The 246 Years Project has uncovered untold
stories of strength, resilience and persistence,
and we know there are thousands more,” said
Stacey Metcalfe, executive director/CEO of Mor-
ven Park. “The database provides a platform for
truth-telling, memorialization and reconciliation
for the millions of enslaved men, women and
children whose names and life stories deserve to
be known”

To learn more and donate to support the initia-
tive, email 246 Years@MorvenPark.org.

m o :' p"“_* 1 = c-..‘..?:_ =

The original wood floors and cabinets of Nichols Hardware in Purcellville are a far cry from today’s big-
box home improvement stores. The store has been in continuous operation since 1914.

But since the closest I've ever gotten to riding
a horse was the carousel at the county fair, I de-
cided to check out the quaint shops and eateries
of “downtown” Middleburg. Anchoring this
approximately four-block stretch is the Red Fox
Inn & Tavern. The property dates to 1728, but its
menu is totally modern. I passed on a flight of
caviar and instead opted for crispy roasted chick-
en with roasted pears, shallots and apples. If I
thought I could have pulled it off with no one else
noticing, I would have licked the plate clean.

Fully sated, it was time to call it a day. And there
was no better place to do that than at the farm at
Wild Hare Adventures in Purcellville. My accom-
modations were an entirely charming circa-1920
Sears, Roebuck & Co. kit house on the farm,
complete with two bedrooms, a lovely porch and
a fireplace. There were even two (literally) farm-
fresh eggs in the fridge for breakfast.

But perhaps even better than the accommoda-
tions were my neighbors: 12 chickens, a rooster,
two turkeys, Pumbaa the Pig (for the record, Timon
was nowhere to be found) and eight alpacas.

Property owner Jeen-Marie Belson said the
farm’s long-necked residents are both curious
and a curiosity. “They are great ambassadors and
super-friendly. If they realize you have treats, they
will be all in your business,” she joked. The alpac-
as have proven to be such a hit that Belson hosts
alpaca picnics (bring your own or she’ll provide)
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Purcellville’s Bia Kitchen is a slice of the Emerald
Isle in Purcellville.

and even alpaca yoga. “They won't climb on your
back, but they will be right out there with you,
watching what youre doing,” Belson said.

As much as I hated to leave my new friends, it
was time to do some more exploring. I headed
west of Round Hill to Bear’s Den in Bluemont,
an official hiker hostel. With Bear’s Den Rock at
an elevation of 1,350 feet, this is a great place to
get sweeping westward views of the Shenandoah
Valley and Blue Ridge Mountains. It also just
steps from the infamous “roller coaster” section

of the Appalachian Trail, where steep drops and
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The charming cottage at Wild Hare Adventures farm features a stone fireplace, a fully equipped kitchen and two

bedrooms.

~CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE~

inclines test the mettle of even the most experi-
enced hikers. Being that I am neither—a hiker nor
experienced—TI chose to simply enjoy the views.

I then heard the siren call of consignment
stores, so it was on to Purcellville. I scored big at
Re-Love It and The Clothing Closet, but struck
out at Another Turn Tack Shop, but only because
I am not in need of a used horse saddle. The
shop features both new and consigned goods
and the staff was exceedingly hospitable despite
my ignorance of the equestrian term “tack”

As the terminus of the Washington and
Old Dominion (W&OD) Trail, many cyclists
refuel at Purcellville institutions such as Monk’s BBQ
or Magnolias at the Mill, but the lovely women at
Another Turn Tack Shop suggested Bia Kitchen. This
relative newcomer to Purcellville’s dining scene fea-
tures bar furnishings, millwork, art and light fixtures
that were custom-crafted in Drogheda, Ireland. As
for the food, well, let’s say the house-made chips and
Irish cheddar fondue demanded seconds.

North of Purcellville on state Route 287, the
delightful village of Waterford, itself a National
Historic Landmark, offers a walking tour of more
than 20 properties that tell the story of this tiny little
hamlet that seems almost unchanged from its 18th-
and 19th-century roots.

I couldn’t finish my swing through western
Loudoun County without stopping at a winery. I chose

= The

Londonn Times ==

Arer All People and Aor All Public Hoad

LEESBUHG, VA WEDNESIAY AFTRRNOON, SOVEMBER 7.

B i

WI=TWELVE PAGES

i S e e e RS
Former Virginia Gov. Westmoreland Davis and his wife

Marguerite, who lived at Morven Park, graced the cover
of The Loudoun Times in 1917.

CreeK’s Edge in Taylorstown, near Lovettsville. Located
along Catoctin Creek, it’s a great place to enjoy a picnic
on the grass or a flight on the deck. Don’t miss the
sweeping spiral staircase that’s housed in a silo with an
interior that looks like the inside of a wine barrel.

With something for lovers of wine and whiskey,
horses and history, antiques and agriculture, western
Loudoun County is a great place to shed the winter
blues and spring to life.

Kate McDermott is freelance writer living in
Frederick, Maryland. She’s the author of
“From the Brink to Brilliant: The Revitalization
of Downtown Frederick, Maryland” and a
diehard travel enthusiast.

If your day—or weekend—trip falls on
any of the dates below, be sure to stop by
these classic Loudoun County events.

Middleburg Spring Races

April19,10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

36800 Glenwood Park Lane
Virginia's oldest steeplechase, and one
of the social events of the year, dates to
1911. Today's participants “Race to Give"
to support local organizations, includ-
ing Inova Health System, the National
Sporting Library and Museum and the
Thoroughbred Retirement Foundation.
Get more information and purchase
tickets at middleburgspringraces.com.

Lovettsville Mayfest

May 17,10 a.m. to 6 p.m.,

11 Spring Farm Drive
Lovettsville's town green comes alive
with family-friendly entertainment,
activities and goods from local artisans
and vendors. Everyone will enjoy playing
the classic picnic games and the live
music. See lovettsvilleva.gov/may-
fest-2025.

18th Annual Western Loudoun
Art & Studio Tour

June 6-8,10a.m. to 5 p.m.
Take a free, self-guided driving tour
through scenic western Loudoun County
to see artists where they work, view live
art demonstrations, and experience
one-on-one interaction with profes-
sional and emerging artists. For details,
visit wlast.org for details.

ON THE COVER:

Doukénie Winery, located in Hillsboro,
is a farm winery set on 365 acres

alongside the Blueridge Mountains.
CREDIT: ALAMY/DOUGLAS GRAHAM
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Our year-round farm market offers a wide variety of
locally produced fruits, vegetables, milk, eggs, cheeses, honey,
meat (beef, chicken, pork), spices, preserves, wine, pies.
We also offer bulk candy, nuts, dried fruit, spices, teas, coffee,

SATURDAY, APH"_ 26 FRUM 1 2PM TD 7PM gluten free snacks, soup mixes and products made from local artisans.

FIREMAN'S FIELD PARK & THE BUSH TABERNACLE SKATING RINK Stop in and see why we are known for our delicious
250 S. NURSERY AVENUE PURCELLVILLE, VIRGINIA vine ripened tomatoes, the best sweet corn,
juicy peaches, and crisp apples.
4 STAGES | 20 LIVE PERFORMANCES | LOCAL ARTISTS Open Daily - Hours vary by season.
FUN ACTIVITIES | FOODANDDRINK | LOCAL VENDORS, CRAFTERS, AND MORE! Starting in September:
Pumpkins, Fall Mums, Indian Corn & Winter Squash

@’w Y AR TR L pitemusicans 24247 Senedo Road, Woodstock, VA « (540) 459-8645

méM!le e (R @ oot nliiaiaii Easy to find on Route 42, 1/2 mile west of I-81, exit 283, Woodstock

%r'i‘lil'm

Get more information at www.PurcellvilleMusicandArtsFestival.com www'MowervorChard'com

AARON THE LAWN WHISPERER

Take advantage of spring specials on all work booked for Spring 2025

N ————

A -

’ L
OF THE BEST
READERS CHOICE AWARDS

The Journal

3 _ R 2= 3 S i

Servicing Jefferson & Berkeley counties and some parts of the surrounding area. Providing top quality lawn care,
landscaping, and hardscaping; Outdoor living along with just about anything you can think of.

Full Maintenance But Not Limited To:

* SPRING CLEAN-UPS * RETAINING WALLS * SOIL/GRADING WORK * PAINTING

* MULCHING * WALKWAYS * DRAINAGE CORRECTION/SYSTEM * FENCE & DECK WORK
* PRUNING * MOWING * SOD INSTALL * MUCH MORE!

» HARDSCAPING * LAWN TREATMENTS » HYDROSEEDING

» PAVER-PATIOS * BED CLEAN UP * IRRIGATION

NO JOB TOO SMALL.

Call Us Today! 304-886=-7446 ...ciminu @
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DEVIL'S DUE DISTILLERY

KEARNEYSVILLE, WEST VIRGINIA - TASTINGS TOURS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

\ "D Featureng
=>"MUSIC FOOD FUN!

" 00 (JYY J (e

West Virginia's Best Distilletes =

GIVE YOUR PUP THE ULTIMATE BOARDING & DAYCARE . =
EXPERIENCE! WE ENSURE TAIL-WAGGING HAPPINESS Tastings and Bottle Sales! =
WHILE YOU'RE AWAY. SATURDAY JUNE 7TH rrom 1 10 6m fafrenizar=y &

Tickets will be 20$ (25$ Gate) 1Ok =

. 786-252-9248 —
DOGHOMEAWAYFROMHOME.COM 235 Sam Michael's Lane,

Harpers Ferry, WV 25425

E-bike Rentals and = Ea LA A
. ¥ R FINANCING
Self-Guided Tours AR | & OPTIONS
Bring your friends and family in for a7
a e-bike rental or self-guided tour to
brunch, BBQ lunch, wineries and breweries
along the piscturesque Washington &
Old Dominion trail. Pedego Electric Bikes

Leesburg is your go-to destination for all things
e-bike related in Loudoun County.

I ®
PEDEGO ELECTRIC BIKES LEESBURG & pEDEGQ

412 Madison Trade Plaza SE ¢ Leesburg, VA 20175 )
(703) 995-4575  www.EBikeConnections.com _E LECTRIC BIKES
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98™ SHENANDOAH
APPLE BLOSSOM FESTIVAL®

APRIL 25 - MAY 4, 2025

OUR FEATURED EVENTS e OVER 50 TOTAL

SCAN TO GET
YOUR TICKETS

e

APPLE BLOSSOM
AIRSHOW

PRESENTED BY: 'emps
FunERsL HowE
SRETALLON cevtra

SAT, APRIL 26 * 9 AM - 3 PM
Rain Date SUN, APRIL 27

$13 GENERAL ADMISSION
FREE FOR CHILDREN UNDER 12

BLOSSOM ARTISAN
& FAIRE

SAT, APRIL 26 * 10 AM - 6 PM
SUN, APRIL 27 * 11 AM - 4 PM

$8 ADVANCE
$13 AT THE GATE

FREE FOR CHILDREN 12 AND UNDER

SPORTS BREAKFAST
SAT, MAY 3 * 8 AM - 11 AM

FEATURING
SPORTS GELEBRITIES

$29 CHILD RES | $44 ADULT RES
$132 VIP EXPERIENCE

JIUNITED
< BANK
BLOOMIN’ WINE FEST

“Uncork The Bloom!”

FRI, APRIL25 * 3PM-10PM
SAT, APRIL 26 * 11 AM - 6 PM

$34 ADVANCE | $44 AT THE GATE

@ﬁ:::,::cm“
ULTIMATE DJ PARTY

THUR, MAY 1
8 PM - MIDNIGHT

$24 ADVANCE
$29 AT THE GATE

Y vatteyHealth

Healthier, together.
10-K RACE
SAT, MAY 3 - 8:30 AM

Enjoy the Festival, while running a
10K through downtown Winchester.

$40BYAPR1 o $45APR2 - APR 27
$50 APR 28 - MAY 4

FIREFIGHTERS’ PARADE
FRI, MAY 2 - 5:30 PM

ssglofiber

GRAND FEATURE PARADE
SAT, MAY 3 * 1:30 PM

“SHENANDOAH VALLEY

(svo; ORTHODONTICS

KIDS’ BLOOMIN’ MILE
FRI, MAY 2 = 4 PM - 5:30 PM
The premier Kids races in the area!

$25BYAPR1 e $30 APR2 - APR 27
$35 APR 28 - MAY 4

TOYOTA

COUNTRY MUSIC PARTY
SAT, MAY 3 * 8 PM - MIDNIGHT

FEATURING “DREW BALDRIDGE”
and special guest “CHRIS DARLINGTON”

$39 GENERAL ADMISSION
$54 PREMIUM SEATING

NAVY &
FEDERAL

Credit Union
VETERANS DINNER SHOW
WED, MAY1 « 6 PM-9PM

FEATURING
“LETTERS FROM HOME”

$54 RESERVED SEATING

: ‘:-:7, V)
Mgm

80S DANCE PARTY
FRI, MAY 2 + 8 PM - MIDNIGHT

FEATURING
“THE DELOREANS”

$34 ADVANCE | $39 AT THE GATE

CONTEMPORARY
CHRISTIAN CONCERT

PRESENTED BY: Céeocf‘ Ulglontl%r

SUN, MAY 4 ¢ 2PM -5 PM
$34 - $96 RESERVED SEATING

l

FOR MORE INFO AND TO, PURCHASE TICKIETS VISIT *{EBLOOM.COM @officialSABF @) VIRGINIA IS FOR LO ERS
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BUY ONE GET ONE

FREE

Small Cone with Coupon ‘ 70 Guest Rooms The Morgan Tavern
Banquet Facilities The Retreat

EVENTS | i & i
SCHEDULE g i | B o

ONLINE I ) )
Featuring

The Renaissance Spa The Inn Restaurant

(additional charge for additional toppings)
Expires May 31, 2025 Summer Concerts Wedding Receptions

Spa & Diming Packages | Seasonal Outdoor Dining
3
Good at 3 Winchester, VA Locations: «©

2021 N Frederick Pike
2580 Northwestern Pike Downtown Berkeley Springs, West Virginia

105 Full House Drive (indoor seating) 304.258.1200 www. TheCountryInnWV.com

Next to the Historic Mineral Springs

E g

Park

s

=

Come to iummit Point
The Ultimate Stop For All
Things Motorsports!

Summit Point Motorsports Park
201 Motorsports Park Circle | Summit Point, WV 25446
304-725-8444 | summitpointmp.com GO O O
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By ELLYN WEXLER

Spring is the perfect time to explore Martins-
burg in Berkeley County with your significant
other. From nature trails to fine dining, here are
five romantic experiences to enjoy this season.

Stroll through Yankauer Nature Preserve.
Reconnect with nature and each other at the
Yankauer Nature Preserve. Take a leisurely walk
through its vibrant spring wildflower trails and
enjoy birdwatching at the dedicated stations amid
the 104 acres of historic farmland. Overlooking
the Potomac River, it’s a serene spot for couples
who love the outdoors.
438 Whitings Neck Road, Martinsburg
681-252-1387
potomacaudubon.org (Search the preserve.)

Enjoy an out-of-town date night.

Start with a romantic dinner at Brix27, where
you can enjoy delicious American cuisine and an
extensive wine list. Then, catch a classic or con-
temporary film at Berkeley Plaza Theatre for an
old-school date night.

Brix27:

131 N. Queen St., Martinsburg
304-616-1628

brix27.com

Berkeley Plaza Theatre 7:
267 Monroe St., Martinsburg
304-263-9303
www.berkeleytheatres7.com

3Explore Queen Street’s visual art.
Celebrate your shared love for art at two
destinations on Queen Street. Visit the Queen
Street Gallery’s two spaces to browse an eclectic
mix of local and international artwork and glass
creations. Or, for a seasonal highlight, check out
the 15th Annual Art and Earth Juried Exhibit at
Berkeley Art Works, running from April 16 to June
14. This exhibit features art reflecting themes of
nature, the environment and Earth Day, providing
a thought-provoking and romantic art experience.

Queen Street Gallery:

213 N. Queen St., Martinsburg

304-263-9495

facebook.com/QueenStreetGallery

Berkeley Art Works:

116 N. Queen St., Martinsburg

304-620-7277

berkeleyartswv.org

WIL HERSHBERGER

Yankauer Nature Preserve is full of trails where you can revel in the natural beauty of springtime.

Unwind and pamper yourselves.

Relax and rejuvenate with your partner at one
of Berkeley County’s spa destinations. Visit Touch
of Grace Spa and Salt Cave for a calming session
in their therapeutic salt cave or indulge in a cou-
ples’ massage.

Alternatively, head to Serenity Day Spa & Salon
for luxurious treatments like facials, body wraps,
and massages tailored for couples. Both options
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COURTESY BRIX27
Brix27’s menu features dishes with locally sourced ingredients, and boasts a “snobbishly selected” wine list.
And while the menu may rise to the level of fine dining, Brix27 likes to think of it as “fun dining.”

provide the perfect setting for relaxation and
connection.
Touch of Grace Spa and Salt Cave:
970 Foxcroft Ave., Ste. 104, Martinsburg
304-263-3070
Serenity Day Spa & Salon:
226 N. Western Ave., Martinsburg
304-263-4200
serenitydayspa.salon



MARTINSBURG FARMER'S MARKET
The Martinsburg Farmer’s Market at the Martinsburg Roundhouse features fresh local produce.

Budget-Friendly Stops

By ELLYN WEXLER

rom its rich history and vibrant com-
F munity to its stunning natural beauty,

Berkeley County bursts with affordable
events and attractions.

Whether you're browsing local markets, join-
ing lively community celebrations, stepping back
in time or embarking on a geocaching quest, this
area promises budget-friendly adventures for
everyone this season.

For that step back in time, visit the General
Adam Stephen House, a historic site dating to
the late 18th century. This free attraction offers
self-guided tours that provide a glimpse into the
life of Adam Stephen, the founder of Martins-
burg and a Revolutionary War general. Explore
the restored rooms and immerse yourself in the
area’s fascinating history. Call 304-267-4434.

Kick off your spring adventure at the Martins-
burg Farmer’s Market, located at the historic
Martinsburg Roundhouse. Open Saturdays from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. beginning April 19, the market
features fresh produce, handmade goods and
local treats. Soak in the lively atmosphere while

supporting local farmers and artisans. Admis-
sion is free, and shopping is optional!

Celebrate Earth Day April 19 at 10 a.m. with a
special event hosted by the Martinsburg Farmer’s
Market at the Martinsburg Roundhouse at 100 E.
Liberty St. The event will focus on environmental
stewardship, with cleanup drives, tree planting
and sustainability workshops. It’s an engaging
way to honor the planet while connecting with
the community. For more information, visit
roundhousewv.com/farmersmarket.

Berkeley County is recognized as the geocach-
ing capital of the U.S., offering a vast network
of geocaches for adventurers of all levels. This
modern-day treasure hunt can be enjoyed in the
county’s parks, trails and historic sites, blending
technology with outdoor exploration.

Geocaching is a fun, low-cost activity that’s
perfect for families, friends or solo explorers.
The Berkeley Gadgets GeoTour features unique
gadget caches created by renowned cache
creator WV Tim. For details, call the Martins-
burg-Berkeley County Convention & Visitors
Bureau at 304-264-8801.

SHUTTERSTOCK

3 Family-Friendly
Places to Eat

By ELLYN WEXLER

With mouthwatering comfort food and kid-friendly
menus, these three restaurants stand out as family
favorites in Berkeley County.

The Cider Press Restaurant
This deli offers a fresh twist on classic fare with
creative sandwiches and fresh salads. The kids’ menu
caters to picky eaters. Cider Press features:
o Fresh, locally sourced ingredients
* Spacious outdoor seating
¢ Healthy options for both kids and adults
178 Pilgrim St., Inwood (inside Taylor’s
Farm Market)
304-400-6178
ciderpressdeliandgrill.com

Firebox 55

Why families love it:

o Kid-friendly menu: Firebox55 offers a variety of
options that cater to children, including classic BBQ
sandwiches, macaroni and cheese and fried chicken
sandwiches.

* Family atmosphere: The welcoming, casual envi-
ronment makes it a great spot for family meals and
gatherings.

¢ Delicious sides and desserts: It offers crowd-pleasers
like sweet potato fries, macaroni and cheese, and
desserts like oatmeal cream.

Meridian Parkway, Suite 112, Martinsburg
304-262-5555
firebox55.com

Kitzie’s Restaurant & Lounge
Kitzie's Restaurant & Lounge is a casual, family-
friendly spot known for its generous portions. With
amenu featuring hand-cut steaks, seafood and a
variety of comfort food classics, there's something
for everyone. The kids’ menu includes options like
cheeseburgers and chicken tenders, making it an
easy choice for family outings. Families will love:
» More classic fare like burgers, chicken dishes and
sandwiches
» Cozy, updated dining room
o Family—friendly menu with kid-approved favorites
1545 Rock Cliff Drive, Martinsburg
304-901-4957
kitziesrestaurant.com
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Discover Itineraries
In Elkins-Randolph County, W. Va.

Thains | Outdoor Recreation Historic Towns,

Discover your ultimate guide to Elkins-Randolph County,
West Virginia. Dive into curated itineraries for outdoor
adventures, rich history, and vibrant local culture & festivals.

Our curated itineraries highlight the best outdoor
adventures, historical landmarks, and cultural treasures
across Elkins-Randolph County.

IBIEA. X5 3
f\kins-Randolpp o your
COUNTY TOURISM
Getaway E -
ElkinsRandolphWV.com

18 | DAY-TRIPPER: PLAN YOUR ADVENTURE NOW | SPRING 2025 | Advertising supplement to Ogden Newspapers



LEESBURG FLOWER & GARDEN FESTIVAL
Check out the Garden Patch at this year’s
Leesburg Flower & Garden Festival for kid-friendly
performances and activities.

BY ELIZABETH STINNETTE

Get out the wiggles at Up! Ultimate
Adventure Park.
If your kids are itching to get outdoors, but
there’s still a nip in the spring air, the whole family

will love Up! Ultimate Adventure Park in Ashburn.

The facility’s mix of 36 themed climbing walls
(you can climb everything from the Empire State
Building to Big Ben), zip line, ropes course, slides
and arcade games provides active fun for all ages.
In the adjacent lounge and café, you can monitor
the fun and grab a snack or meal.

20051 Riverside Commons Plaza,

Ste. 136, Ashburn

703-547-4572

upultimateadventurepark.com

Grow your child’s green thumb at the
Leesburg Flower & Garden Festival.
Scheduled for April 26 and 27, this festival
might be just the place to get your kids interested
in gardening. It’s free to visit, with local vendors
selling plants and putting on landscaping displays.
Children especially will enjoy the Garden Patch
Family Area with crafts, and parents can enjoy the
rooftop beer garden. The event kicks off at 10 a.m.
both days.
Downtown Leesburg
leesburgva.gov (Search the festival.)

ELAINA FINKELSTEIN

With 17,000 square feet of amusement, including a rope course and massive cargo net, Up! Ultimate
Adventure Park provides active fun for kids of every age.

. THE SASSY ASS
Register to listen to a story time and meet
miniature donkeys on April 12 at The Sassy Ass.

Meet miniature donkeys.

Founded by a miniature donkey enthusiast
who got her first pet donkey at age 7, The Sassy Ass
in Hillsboro provides visitors of all ages the chance
to visit with, pet and learn about donkeys on a
picturesque farm. It’s open by appointment only;
families are welcome to book private, hour-long
encounters. Register for a special story time on
April 12 to read with a donkey and get a book and
coloring pages.

14010 Mountain Road, Hillsboro
571-251-0358
thesassyass.com

Frolic outdoors at Claude Moore Park.
With its 357 acres of meadows, wooded trails

and ponds, Claude Moore Park is the perfect place
to enjoy a gorgeous spring day. Bring a picnic, take
a leisurely hike or challenge your family to scale
the indoor climbing wall at the recreation center.

46105 Loudoun Park Lane, Sterling

571-258-3600

loudoun.gov/claudemoorepark

Dip into Purcellville’s ice cream scene.
Purcellville is home to two iconic ice cream
shops. As soon as the weather warms up, the
classic Gruto’s in downtown attracts a line of folks
looking for their delicious brand of soft-serve
treats and friendly service. Nearby, Tipped Cow
Creamery offers a rotating mix of homemade ice
cream and ice cream cakes.
Gruto’s:
141 W. Main St., Purcellville
540-338-7276
Grutos.com

Tipped Cow Creamery:
251N. 21st St., Purcellville
540-441-3835
Tippedcowcreamery.com
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Trails to Hike or Bike

By ELIZABETH STINNETTE
hile Loudoun is famous for the Washing-
Wton and Old Dominion (W&OD) Trail,
a biking and walking trail that begins in
Purcellville, the county is also home to several other
excellent trails for your next adventure on foot or bike.

If you're yearning to get outdoors this spring, check out
these trails recommended by locals.

Loudoun’s gravel back roads

Local enthusiasts swear by Loudoun’s historic gravel
roads for an unparalleled biking experience. Stretch-
ing more than 300 miles and dating to the 1700s, these
roads are now dotted with large homes, picturesque
farms and historic stone walls.

On June 8, join the Loudoun 1725 Gravel Grinder
event in Middleburg for a chance to experience these
western Loudoun roads on a preplanned route with rest
stops. There are options to embark on a 40-, 60- or 80-
mile route, with an optional post-ride meal. For more
information, call 703-338-3965.

Sweet Run State Park

Opened in October 2023, Sweet Run State Park in Hills-
boro is already winning acclaim for its lovely trails, which
wind past the remains of a 19th-century farm com-

ABOVE: At Loudoun 1725 Gravel Grinder, to be held June 8, riders can explore
Loudoun’s historic gravel roads. RIGHT: At the new Sweet Run State Park, well-
marked trails take hikers through 11 miles of beautiful countryside.

munity. Visitors will
enjoy its 11 miles of
hiking trails and 9
miles of equestrian
trails, cross streams
and beautiful moun-
tain and forest views
in this 884-acre park.
Like most Virginia
State Parks, there’s a
parking fee, but an-
nual passes are avail-
able—and if you hold a

Loudoun County library card, you may borrow a pass
from any branch. To find out more, call 540-668-6230.

SWEET RUN STATE PARK

Red Rock Wilderness Overlook Regional Park

Looking for a gorgeous panorama of the Potomac
River? With 67 acres and several trails, this little-known
gem tucked on the edge of Leesburg provides an easy
yet rewarding walk in the spring. Previously owned
by a Loudoun industrialist in the 1800s, the area still
features remains of several buildings. Winding nature
trails lead to a raised overlook of the Potomac lined
with trees on both sides. To begin your journey, call
703-779-9372.
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A Llhese
Soeal Fibs

By ELIZABETH STINNETTE

With Loudoun’s vibrant wine and
brewing scene, it's little wonder the
county is home to some inviting
pubs popular with locals.

Out west in Round Hill, More
Better offers German-Amer-
ican fusion cuisine inspired by
the owners’ German back-
ground. They have a large selection
of German beers on draft, as well
as pet-friendly outdoor seating and
weekly live music. Check out the
menu at morebetterbeer.com.

If you're curious about the
local music scene, Spanky’s
Shenanigans in Leesburgis
the place to be. A favorite of
locals, Spanky's is an Irish pub with
an outdoor patio and live music on
weekends. Get info on upcoming
performers at spankyspub.com.

[t's all in the name for The

Ashburn Pub, a Loudoun

staple since 1995 and the

parent business of the newer
The Purcellville Pub. The Ashburn
sports bar hosts regular events,
such as a karaoke night on the first
Tuesday of the month, and sports a
menu of homemade favorites. Find
that menu and get more informa-
tion at theashburnpub.com.

THE ASHBURN PUB

Enjoy delicious homemade pub fare
and drinks at The Ashburn Pub, a
favorite of Loudoun locals.



Westen WiyLys
l:IIAII IIIEAIIIIIIAIII'EIIS =

- =
]1133(3?311\]];8{?] S —_— J|mmyjoyslogcab|n com‘ﬂ%“"e‘r:i— ——
-~ £ -301-678-5670- O -

STEAKHOUSE - CRABS - SEAFOOD - BAR & GRILL
Casual Dining in a Rustic Upscale Atmosphere
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in Hancock to enjoy!
I I ANC O CK Spend an afternoon or the entire weekend!
MARYLAND Hancock, Maryland
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-
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(301) 678-5622 | townofhancock.org
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CATCH THE WIND, HUNT FOR EGGS, & MAKE MEMORIES! ey

KITE FEST

- Shepherdstawn

q)) 'e)) ™

KERNSTOWN y ASI)'L:GIE%]\; FPedal & Paddle
BATTLEFIELD / 7 ", 5y 304-876-3000

e K ThePedalPaddle.com

* Sales ¢ Service/Repairs * Shuttle Service
* Rentals: Bicycles, Canoes & Kayaks ¢ Pedal & Paddle Day Trips
 Experience riding a FAT BIKE or ELECTRIC BIKE

on the historic C&O Canal trail.

* Serving groups up to 30 people - Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts,
Company Team Building

FREDERICK COUNTY ]
_,.__PARKS & RECREATION . [=]
g ,_,Fg *J Rﬁ:ﬂ?&

(HIBITIONS * PROGRAMS * CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
THE DELAP
Open Daily CENTER
FREE Admission

View more then 50 exhibitions annually
in 7 galleries featuring artworks in a

variety of media by regional and national
artists. Shop artworks by local artists in

our Gift Gallery!

40 S Carroll St | Frederick M

fo [} ‘u aine.or g
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6 Spring Outdoor Adventures

By Kare McDERMOTT
Take advantage of the longer days and warm-
er temps to shop, smell and survey your way to
adventure in Frederick County.

Key City Thrift Expo
Get thrifty at the inaugural Key City Thrift

Expo. Bring your friends, reusable shopping bags
and creativity as you scour the wares of more
than 40 vendors April 6 from noon to 5 p.m. VIP
early access is $25 and includes one ticket for a
beer from Olde Mother Brewing Co., and general
admission is $10. A $5 Twilight Pass is good for 3
p-m. admission.

The Great Frederick Fairgrounds, Building 7

797 E. Patrick St., Frederick

301-624-1700

Bird watching nature outings
Nothing says spring like the
return of the songbird (and other well-
loved avians). The Audubon Society
of Central Maryland will host free nature out-
ings amid the 140 acres of trails and meadows of
the Fred Archibald Wildlife Sanctuary in New Mar-
ket April 19 and June 21 from 9 to 11 a.m. Survey
the skies for spring migrators, including warblers,
vireos, scarlet tanagers and Baltimore orioles.
6011 Boyers Mill Road, New Market
centralmdaudubon.org/events-2

America 250 History Fair

Join the Daughters and Sons of the American

Revolution and the Frederick Historic Sites Con-

sortium at noon April 27 for a free “Walk Through

History.” Exhibits from local history organiza-

tions, museums and reenactors will highlight the

role that Maryland and Frederick County played

in the birth and development of the United States.
Carroll Creek Linear Park, Downtown Frederick
301-606-8332

Lavender festival
Experience the aromatic allure of the 2025
Maryland Lavender Festival at Springfield Manor
Winery Distillery Brewery June 21 and 22. Stroll
through vibrant lavender fields, enjoy live music
and explore artisan vendors. Between making bath

salts or paint with watercolors, indulge in wine, beer

or spirits, including the award-winning Lavender

Gin and Lavender Vodka. Plants, dried lavender
and freshly cut lavender bundles will be available for
purchase. Tickets must be bought in advance.
11836 Auburn Road, Thurmont
springfieldmanor.com/lavender-festival

Vintage Vehicles in the Valley
Check out a variety of classic cars, from

Model As and Model T’s to muscle cars, hot rods,
motorcycles and even tractors June 7 from 11:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. at Vintage Vehicles in the Valley.
Free to attend. Enjoy live music and vote for your
favorites. There will even be an enclosed tricycle
trek for the kiddos.

Behind Town Hall at 31 W. Main St., Middletown

301-371-6171

mainstreetmiddletown.org

CLARA NIEL

MAIN STREET MIDDLETOWN, MD INC.
Check out classic cars in Middletown this June.
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Frederick Countly, aryland

Fun After Dark: Popular Nightlife Spots

By KaTE McDERMOTT

hen the sun goes down,
Frederick County’s night-
life heats up with dancing,

live music under the stars and even
sporting activities.

X-Golf Frederick in the Westview
Promenade in Frederick allows peo-
ple to test their swing in high-tech
golf simulators in between enjoying
fresh food and drinks from Birdies
Bar & Grill. But you don’t have to be
an aspiring golfer to compete. Play
trivia or just cheer for your favorite
team on their big-screen TVs.

X-Golf Frederick is open until 11
p.m. Friday and Saturday and is also
available for private events. Learn
more at xgolffrederick.com.

Touting itself as “Frederick’s First
Music-City Inspired Restaurant &
Bar,” Bentztown at 6 S. Bentz St.
hosts line dancing every Wednesday
night with Sharon Grimet of Sharon’s
School of Dance. The fun gets started
at 7:30 p.m. and everyone from
novices to enthusiasts can join the
fun. If youd prefer to just watch, you
can always enjoy the music and sweet
Southern fare.

There’s a $10 cover charge that
includes your first beer, rail cocktail
or soda. Visit bentztown.com.

From live music to literature read-
ings, swing dancing to salsa, down-

FILE PHOTO
Kelly Craemer, left, and Abby Feuerherd paddle in a tube
on the Potomac River in Point of Rocks last summer.

town Frederick’s award-winning Sky
Stage continues to be a venue that
lights up the night. Located at 59 S.
Carroll St., Sky Stage has won national
accolades for its creative reuse of a
pre-Revolutionary War building that
was damaged by fire in 2010. As the
structure has no roof, its literally a spot
for entertainment under the stars.

The 2025 schedule will be updated
as new performances are added. Visit
skystagefrederick.com.

FILE PHOTOS

ABOVE: Sharon Grimet, left, of
Sharon’s School of Dance, and
Gerald Roberts give instructions
for a line dance during the debut
line dancing class at Bentztown
in January.

LEFT: Ana Powell prepares to
swing at the ball while practicing
in a bay at X-Golf Frederick.

Where to Float Your Boat

By Kate McDermoTT

Want to get out on the water this spring? Don
your U.S. Coast Guard-approved life vest and check
out these popular canoeing and kayaking spotsin
Frederick County.

Potomac River: The 6 miles of mild rapids and
steady current of the Potomac River from the
Brunswick Family Campground to Point of Rocks
attracts lots of kayakers and tubers.

Monocacy River: The Monocacy River stretches
from northern Frederick County to Dickersonin
Montgomery County. Put in at any number of spots
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alongits 58-mile run, including the boat ramp
at Pinecliff Park, to float through the Monocacy
National Battlefield.

State Parks: Greenbrier and Cunningham Falls
state parks each offer calm lakes ideal for canoe-
ing. Greenbrier on South Mountain has a 42-acre
man-made lake.

The lake at Cunningham Falls State Park is in
its William Houck Area, about 3 miles west of
Thurmont on Route 77. With rentals available at
each site, both parks are great places for canoeing
novices to get their feet wet.



We are apen for
Brealkfast,
Lunch, Dinnex

We offer

* Omelets ¢ Pancakes ¢ Belgian Waffles
* Breakfast in a Bowl * Pork ¢ Seafood
* Beef ¢ Poultry ¢ Pasta * Sandwiches
* Soups * Salads * Vegetarian Delight

* Speciality Pancakes

e Submarines ¢ Flat Breads

¢ Quesadillas ¢ Sides

Family Owned &
Operated for 41 years
% “‘Bgé ) |

WEDNESDAYS N

Buoasted Chicken Night
Carry Out Only!

Thurmont
Kountry Kitchen

17 Water Street, Thurmont, MD 21788
301.271.4071
Hours: Sunday 7am - 2pm * Monday Closed
Tuesday - Friday 8am - 8pm e Saturday 7am - 8pm
www.Thurmontkountrykitchen.com

For daily specials and our full menu,
visit us on Facebook ¢

SPECIAL
8 pcs Broasted Chicken,
2 Pint Sides, Rolls & Butter.

DAY TRIPPING?

LIBERTY ROAD

SEAFOOD & STEAK
Open for

INE-IN or CARRY-OUT PICKUP

Call to pre-order or to make reservations
for dine-in.

Succulent Seafood
including Crabs & Crab Legs

1| * Thick Juicy Steaks
¢ Ribs
] * Platters
e All-You-Can-Eat
e Sandwiches & more

Like us on for special offers

Our Seafood is Served Fresh & Available ALL YEAR ROUND
10524 Liberty Rd., Frederick, MD » Rt. 26 Libertytown » 301-898-3181

LibertyRoadSeafoodAndSteak.com
Open Mon - Thurs 3-9, Fri 3-10, Sat 12-10, Sun 12-9

Ml-W 31, 2025 i‘

SIDE STAGE: SHADE TREE GOLLEGTIVE 10AM-1PM
MAIN STAGE: AMISH OUTLAWS 1PM

10AM-5PM
DOWNTOWN BRUNSWIGK

"BRUNSWICK

OPARKS AND RECREATION

www.brunswickmd.gov/specialevents | www.facebook.com/brunswickmdparksandrecreation 0
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Where to Go Birding

WIL H}%SHBERGER
Looking good and down to warble, the Eastern
bluebird is among the birds you'll find in the
Jefferson area.

By CHRIS SLATTERY

ome hobbies are complicated: There’s equipment
to buy, facilities to rent, supplies to stock up on,
and a skill level to start from or achieve.

Then there’s birding.

“You don't even need a pair of binoculars, honestly;”
said Katelyn “KC” Walters, the associate director of
conservation and operations for the Potomac Valley
Audubon Society (PVAS).

Walters’ organization is a great place for anyone to
begin their birding adventure in Jefferson County.
They lead local bird walks at their own nature pre-
serves as well as at locations like the USGS Eastern
Ecological Science Center, which isn't open to the gen-
eral public, and also can facilitate trips farther afield.

Once a birder is properly situated in Jefferson
County, with its abundance of open water and preser-
vation lands, the secret weapon for identifying feath-
ered friends in their natural habitat is easy to access.

“As much as wed like to get people away from
screens, it's important to have your phone;” said
Walters. “Lugging around a bird book isn’t that much
fun; you can have information at your fingertips
using birding ID apps”

She suggested the Merlin app, which helps identify
different kinds of birds by listening to the sound they
make. And she also warned that some days are better
than others when it comes to birding; just about all of
them hunker down for some nest rest when it rains,
and songbirds go quiet on windy days. Bigger birds of
prey; like ravens, vultures and hawks, however, like to
go out in gusty weather. “You'll get some really cool
acrobatics when it's windy;” Walters promised.

] WIL H SHBERGER
The field sparrow is small in stature with a conical
beak. It's known for the white rings around its
eyes.

WIL HERSHBERGER
The American goldfinch is mostly active during
the day. Its song sounds like “po-ta-to-chip,”
according to National Geographic.
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POTOMAC VALLEY AUDUBON SOCIETY

The blue dots on the map show popular birding spots in Jefferson County. The green dots are preserves
owned and operated by the audobon society; they are typically more developed and have field trips and

special events throughout the year.

Where to go? That’s easy. “In Jefferson County, the
Cool Spring Preserve is a birding hot spot,” she said.
“Great diversity, great migration”

With its 63 acres of forest, creek, meadow and
marsh, the preserve offers experienced and amateur
birders the opportunity to observe species that can't be
found at a feeder or in a park.

Walters also recommended the “amazing” hay-
strewn battlefields at Harper’s Ferry, Shannondale
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Springs Wildlife Management Area, and a handful of
other areas, many on private or preserved property
that’s accessible only through PVAS bird walks. PVAS,
Walters said, is “free and open to the public. “We have
some amazing birders that love to share their adven-
tures and their observations with others,” she said.
“That’s why they do this”

For information on birding in Jefferson County, visit
potomacaudubon.org.




6 Things for Families to Do

By CHRIS SLATTERY

Wild, wonderful Jefferson
County, West Virginia, is a popular
place to immerse your family in
the richness of both nature and
history. With a variety of activities
that cater to both educational pur-
suits and recreational enjoyment,
it’s ideal for families looking to
explore and create lasting mem-
ories. So, pack up the family, a
picnic—or an overnight bag—and
head to any (or all) of these five
destinations.

Heart of the trail:
Harpers Ferry
Harpers Ferry National His-
torical Park offers views of three
states—which is cool, but nothing
compared to the beauty and his-
tory around every corner. This is
where the abolitionist John Brown
staged his famous raid in the run-
up to the American Civil War, and
it brings together history, recre-
ation and nature at the confluence
of the Shenandoah and Potomac
rivers and the halfway point of the
Appalachian Trail.
Harpers Ferry
304 535-6029
nps.gov/hafe

Friends in high places:
River Riders Family
Adventure Resort
Up in the canopy or right on the
river, spring is the best time for an
action-packed adventure. River
Riders Family Adventure Resort
offers white-or-flat-water tubing
options plus rafting, kayaking,
stand-up paddle and more. Or
try zip lining through their 5-acre
park, an aerial adventure with
something for just about every age
and adrenaline level.
408 Alstadts Hill Road,
Harpers Ferry
304-535-2663
riverriders.com

RIVER RIDERS

River Riders will guide the whole family on a rafting or tubing trek in
Harpers Ferry. They offer both white water and flat water excursions.

0Old World wonder:
Bavarian Inn Resort &
Brewing Company
With its storybook charm and
cascading infinity pool 101 feet
above the Potomac, the Bavarian
Inn is a must-see. The perfect base
for outdoor adventuring, the inn
has been a tradition in the county
for 45 years. Today it offers not
only accommodations, but also
restaurants, and even a brewery.
164 Shepherd Grade Road,
Shepherdstown
304-876-2551
bavarianinnwv.com

Between the lines: Books
galore and a library, too!
The goal of the Shepherdstown

Public Library is to inspire a life-
long love of reading and literacy
in the kids who come through
its doors, so you can always find
programs there, from nature and
STEM clubs to special story times
and one-time special events.
Jefferson County also offers two
fun, funky bookstores—Fuzzy
Dog and The Four Seasons—with

books for kids and grownups, too.

Shepherdstown Public Library:
145 Higbee Lane, Shepherdstown
304-876-2783

sheplibrary.org

Four Season Books:

114 W. German St.,
Shepherdstown

304-876-3486
fourseasonsbooks.com

Fuzzy Dog Books & Music:

201 E. Washington St.,

Charles Town

304-867-9321
fuzzydogbooks.com

Sport of the future: Disc
golf at Sam Michaels Park
The legendary beauty of West
Virginia lends itself perfectly to
family fun, and the disc golf course
at Sam Michaels Park, with its 15
targets in meadows, fields and
wooded areas, lets everyone enjoy
the outdoors together. Its easy to
learn: Throw your flying disc or
Frisbee from tee to target in as few
moves as possible for the win.
Sam Michaels Park
235 Sam Michaels Lane,
Shenandoah Junction
304-728-3207

3 Spots to Eat
With the Kids

By CHRIS SLATTERY

When you're looking for the perfect picnic or
the glory of country comfort food, visit these
venues.

Battle Grounds Bakery & Coffee
For breakfast and lunch, grab a quick
smoothie or substantial sandwiches
made with natural ingredients on fresh-
baked bread. Indulge in pastries, ice cream
and smoothies, and check out the handmade
local crafts for a true taste of small-town
charm. Battle Grounds Bakery hits the spot
whether you sit inside at the counter, outside
on the patio, or pick up your order and head
out into the countryside.
180 High St., Harpers Ferry
304-535-8583
battlegroundsbakery.com

Bolivar Bread Bakery
In the little town of Bolivar, this
woman-owned, small-batch, artisanal
bakery serves up Wild and Wonderful
Sourdough, maple butter biscuits and breads
and pastries that change with the seasons.
Watch the bakers in action, order up cinna-
mon buns and coffee to go, and take your
picnic basket to the next level.
914 Washington St., Harpers Ferry
304-535-8108
bolivarbread.com

Bistro 112
In a quirky historic home with a lovely
outdoor garden, you'll find elevat-
ed-yet-accessible delights like French
onion soup and steak frites, as well as soups,
sandwiches, desserts and take-out selec-
tions. The kids' menu at Bistro 112 goes from
peanut butter and jelly to salmon, with lots of
good stuffin between. Bon appetit!
112 W. German St., Shepherdstown
304-876-8477
bistrol12.com

JEFFERSON COUNTY CVB
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“VISIT _YOI.IR I.OCAI. MUSIC SUPER STORE'" :
ad ; ' |
- BeE S kombucna aoranuclnG :

a1 Stocked to the Brlm W|th Gmtars Basses Keyboards

Drums, PA Gear, Wind Instruments and More!

STARK RAVING KOMBUCHA  Best Products, Prices and
e Service in the Valley!

7124 Farm Station Road - Vint Hill, VA 20187 Gift cards andlayaway available
3 : ] ' 2133 S Loudoun St, Winchester, VA

Wednesday - Friday 11:00 AM - 5:30 PM )
Saturday 11:00 AM — 4:00 PM + v 540-665-2781 | shenmusicstore.com

Home Delivery
+We've made getting your favorite Kombucha REPAIRING IS RECYCLING
flavors even easier with our home delivery. . N, ° New TV Sales/Repair  Repair All TV Brands Scanners

Available for home delivery in Virginia, DC, and Maryland v Sell/Repair/Free Programming

S VINTAGE AUDIO REPAIR
priidsb st ade b S R s L A Serving the Community for 128 Years

SHIPI.EY’S 'l'\l

Sales & Service

x 301-663-1799 e Mon-Fri 9-5, Sat 9-1
45 L Waverly Dr, Frederick, MD (Next to Frederick Motor Co)

B Tasting Room

R AR
,_.,,-_.:FA”"'

Gpemng Weekend

R e e

- Free, family-friendly event - Falconry Demonstrations
- Hands-on programming

- Fly Casting Instruction

- Wingshooting Instruction
- DogTraining Seminars - Unique Vendors & Exhibitors

- Sporting Clays Tournament

- The Polaris Experience

For more information: (717)253-9665 www.orvishillcountry.com
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Weddings ¢ Birthdays ® Graduations ® Corporate Events
Parties ® Family Reunions ¢ Any Event!

Magic Mirror
Photo Booth

The mirror booth is a gorgeous photo booth
that compliments any type of party or event.
Impress your guests with full-body dress
photos for those special events.

e Gorgeous filters and lighting options
e Entire mirror is a touch screen
¢ Video, photo, boomerang, and GIF
¢ Instant photo sharing
e Printing options available

Packages Include:

Props, attendants, backdrop, 4x6 photo prints.
No charge for setup & breakdown. Minimum 2 hour rental.

Reserve Your Date Now!
Call 304-279-5576 ﬁ

www.alwayssmile.biz
Serving The Eastern Panhandle
& Surrounding Tri-State Area

mn’umgh
S -00 .9
DQ~0_3
B " v xo
»w ™ 3
® n

.,..(nm-.m__-
naoQod_ g5

§ 4 ll’meheste Booh uallerqm.m“

[

" FICTION - HISTORY - CLASSIC - GARDEN]NG

¥ CHILDREN - BIOGRAPHY - YOUNG ADULT - LOCAL ;
2 COOKING - BUSINESS - ART - TRAVEL - HUMOR -
§ POLITICS - RELIGION - SPORTS- HEALTH - NATURE

OLD TOwWN WINCHESTER

540.667.3444 * 7 N Loudoun St
W ww.wmchesterbookgallen* com

Cons T

Healing Center /]™

Marigold Healing chooses a
holistic approach using cutting
edge technologies, ancient
practices, special events and
organic products to reset &
enable the body to heal

Red Light

Panel :
sunlighten

Sound Healing

Algae Tablets

See all our services online <
e gotohealing.com ade
—r

shlngton St., Charles Town, WV 25
4 500 4325]| hello@gotohealing.com

: BOOK NOW!

Sound Healing
Naturopathic Physian
Facial Infrared LumiNIR
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6 Sunny-Day Excursions

By TABITHA REEVES

Break out the skateboard at Jim Barnett Park.
A recent addition at Jim Barnett Park is a
skate park featuring obstacles for skaters of all
experience levels, which is typically open daily
during daylight hours. While you’re there and on
the hunt for activities, you could also stop by the
disc golf course, pickleball courts or Wilkins Lake
for fishing.
1001 E. Cork St., Winchester
winchesterva.gov (Search for the park.)

Fly kites at the annual Kite Fest.

Go fly a kite at Kite Fest at the Historic Kern-
stown Battlefield. It will be held April 13 from 1 to
4 p.m., and there will be an egg hunt, too.

610 Battle Park Drive, Winchester
fcva.us (Search the event.)

Take an art walk at the Museum of the
Shenandoah Valley.

The Museum of the Shenandoah Valley is home
to a 90-acre art park where the experience of an art
gallery and outdoor hike collide. The trails are free
to visit and are open 7 a.m. to dusk. The property
also features 7 acres of gardens, which you can ex-
perience in bloom this spring with tickets that are
$12 per adult, but less for seniors and youth.

901 Ambherst St., Winchester

themsv.org

Browse boutiques and dine alfresco
downtown.

Looking to soak up the weather and perhaps
do a little shopping and grab a bite to eat? Try a
day focused on the Loudoun Street Mall in his-
toric Old Town Winchester. Once you've shopped
to your heart’s content and dined outdoors, you
can check out the Shenandoah Valley Civil War
Museum. Visit shenandoahatwar.org. Check out
visitwinchester.va.com for more about downtown
Winchester.

Explore farm markets.

For another indoor-outdoor adventure,
follow a farm trail of 10 Frederick County farm
markets. Some specialize in apples and peaches,
while others offer meats, honey and more. To kick
off the trek, visit one the stops and snag a pass-
port. Earning stamps from each farmer means
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FILE PHOTO

Downtown Winchester’s Loudoun Street Mall, which boasts numerous shops, restaurants and other
attractions, is the perfect destination for a springtime outing.

v .

SHUTTERSTOCK
Fly your kite with fellow enthusiasts this April at
Kite Fest in Winchester.

winning a prize at the Winchester-Frederick
County Visitors Center.
Visitors Center
1400 S. Pleasant Valley Road, Winchester
thefarmexplorer.com

FILE PHOTO
Willow Hollifield of Front Royal tries out the skate
park at Winchester’s Jim Barnett Park.
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JEFF TAYLOR

Atlantic Aesthetic performs at the Bright Box Theater in downtown Winchester.

Where to Catch Live Musnc

By TABITHA REEVES

he Winchester-area music scene has flour-
I ished over the years and produced greats
like country music legend Patsy Cline.
Today, there are still many places — some tucked
away and some well-known — to catch live music
from big names and rising artists alike.

To see a performer in a concert-like setting —
and one who may be a bit more well-known —
Bright Box Theater and The Monument are two
venues to hit. Both are located on the Loudoun
Street Mall and regularly book local, regional and
national talents. Tickets sometimes need to be
purchased in advance. To learn more, visit bright-
boxwinchester.com and themonumentva.com.

You also can check out bar, restaurant and
winery settings for live sets. Blue Fox Billiards
at 1160 Millwood Pike is a full-service restaurant
with American cuisine and a bar that hosts DJs
and live music multiple nights a week. Another
Frederick County stop, Backseat Bar and Grill
at 104 Full House Drive near Winchester, often
showcases acoustic acts. For a more upscale
venue, visit Valerie Hill Vineyard and Winery
at 1687 Marlboro Road near Stephens City. It

JEFF TAY\.LOR
The Monument on the Loudoun Street Mall in
downtown Winchester offers live entertainment.

features live music on weekends year-round, both
indoors and outdoors depending on the season.
To learn more, visit bluefoxbilliards.com, back-
seatbargrill.com and valeriehillwinery.com.

Plus, there’s Shenandoah Conservatory at
Shenandoah University in Winchester that offers
a variety of concerts and other performances.
Find an events calendar of all the area has to offer
at visitwinchesterva.com.

Explore These
3 Historic Spots

FILE PHOTO
If you love Patsy Cline, you’'ll want to visit the
Patsy Cline Historic House at 608 S. Kent St.
in Winchester.

By TaBITHA REEVES

Belle Grove Plantation

Belle Grove Plantation is a historic property

at 336 Belle Grove Road near Middletown

that was once owned by James Madison’s
sister and her husband. It was scheduled to
reopen for tours earlier in March, with guests
welcome to walk the property and the trails,
too. Visit bellegrove.org.

Rose Hill Park

Rose Hill Park at 1871 Jones Road near

Winchester is the site of the First Battle

of Kernstown, a Civil War clash that
occurred in March 1862. It's open to guests for
free every day except Christmas. To find out
more, visit themsv.org/rose-hill.

Patsy Cline Historic House

The Patsy Cline Historic House at 608 S.

Kent St., Winchester, is the former home

of country music legend Patsy Cline. The
museum opens for the season on April 1, offering
guided tours. Learn more about Cline and the
home at celebrating-patsy-cline-inc.square.site.
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YOUR PERFECT WEDDING DESTINATION

Experience weddings Hollywood Style! From a dazzling
ballroom to a sun-splashed terrace with an incredible view,
Hollywood Casino is the perfect place to host your wedding
ceremony or reception. Our venues come with a

built-in after party, with on-site amenities including live
horse racing, ESPN BET Sportsbook, concerts at the

Event Center, and room accommodations at the

Inn at Charles Town. Call or email us today for

venue availability and book your night to remember!

SCAN FOR
MORE INFO

( VYWD
H Dl% \\VD 0D Shelby Ward | Sales Administrator
(1974 (/82

304.724.4394

shelby.ward@pennentertainment.com

Valid through August 2025

AT CHARLES TOWI RACES

A PENN Play Destination

(ihS)
lorery  Must be 21+. Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-GAMBLER.
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18 Holes of C]aa—ﬁpionship Golf.
Driving Range & 2 Practice Putting Greens.

Maryland Golf at its Finest.

C &0 Canal National Park

For Historic Adventures,

YOU'RE WELCOME

in Hagerstown-Washington County, MD

History — it's in our Nature

visithagerstown.com

Clustered Spires s
8415 Gas HoEe?’!kfe ﬁril:elr:i)ck MD 21701 Maryla?md HAGERSTOWN
' e

&Washington County
. YOU'RE WELCOME
301.600.1295 | www.clusteredspiresgolf.com visitmaryland.org Convention and Visitors Bureau

IT'S A REAL
Eywmmwd

RELAX

FOR 10°% OFF
HOTEL BOOKINGS!

)
ROCKY GAP

CASINO - RESORT - GOLF

CNTY.COM/ROCKY-GAP

Please play responsibly, for help visit
mdgamblinghelp.org or call 1.800.GAMBLER.
Maryland law requires a person
to be 21 or older to enter the gaming floor.
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VISIT HAGERSTOWN
Tour authentic 19th-century cabins at the Washington
County Rural Heritage Museum’s open-air village.

By ELIZABETH STINNETTE

STEM out at the Discovery Center.
Branding itself as more than a museum,

Hagerstown’s Discovery Center boasts two floors
of interactive exhibits. Kid-friendly hits include
a model of the Titanic and a play kitchen and
grocery store that encourage science, math and
engineering play. On the last Sunday of every
month, the museum opens for a sensory-friendly
experience.

101 W. Washington St., Hagerstown

301-790-0076

discoverystation.org

Explore a little-known corner of World
War II history at Ritchie History Museum.
When the military needed counterintelligence
officials and interrogators during World War II,
they trained them at the quiet Camp Ritchie.
The base, which also housed German and Italian
POWs, was decommissioned in 1998. Today, learn
about this little-known yet important chapter of
American history by taking a walking tour of the
grounds. Be sure to visit the picturesque “Castle”
with turrets made of green granite, as well as the
on-site museum.
14319 Barrack Ave., Cascade
301-781-7740
ritchiemuseum.org

Admire and learn about classic art for free!
With a permanent collection of more than
6,500 items stretching from the Renaissance to
modern times, the Washington County Museum
of Fine Arts provides art lovers and novices alike
the chance to view a wide variety of artistic styles

6Places for E

ucational Fun

SCOTT CANTNER

The “Castle,” built in 1927 as a National Guard headquarters, is among the historic sites at Camp Ritchie.

VISIT HAGERSTOWN
Two floors of science, technology, engineering, art and
math fun await at Hagerstown’s Discovery Center.

for free. This spring, regional artists will display
their copies of the museum’s most valued pieces.
Washington County Museum of Fine Arts
401 Museum Drive, Hagerstown
301-739-5727
wcmfa.org

Time travel through Maryland’s history.
With an expansive, open-air village depicting

rural Maryland history between 1661 and 1940, as
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well as museums dedicated to transportation, farm-
ing and home life, the Washington County Rural
Heritage Museum offers a fascinating, hands-on ex-
perience for all ages. Families will want to check out
the museum’s annual spring potato planting, when
children can learn how farmers planted potatoes
by hand. Closed for the winter, the museum will
reopen April 5.

Washington County Rural Heritage Museum

7131 Sharpsburg Pike, Boonsboro

240-420-1714

ruralheritagemuseum.org/

19th-century-historic-village

Tour the home of Hagerstown’s founder.

In 1739, John Hager settled in what is now
Hagerstown and built a spacious home out of
uncut fieldstone for his German bride. Today, view
the home’s historic furniture and artifacts to get a
sense of the region’s German and colonial heritage
at the Jonathan Hager House Museum.

110 Key St., Hagerstown
301-739-8577x170
hagerstownmd.org (Search the museum.)



3 PLACES TO VISIT ON A BUDGET

I Fyou want an adventure without breaking the bank durihg your trip to

I Washington County, visit these spots that offer fun options for all ages.
First up, view the night sky anew at the William Brish Planetarium in

Hagerstown, shown here. On the second and fourth Tuesday of the month, they_ .

present tWOlehtertaining and educational shows inside a full-dome planetariom:
Tickets go for $3.50 for adults and $2.50 for children. Check out upcoming

shows at wbplanetarium.weebly.com.

At Fort Frederick State Park, experience three centuries of history at a stone
fort built during the French and Indian War and restored to look as it did in 1758.
The park, which only charges a parking fee of $3 for Maryland residents and
$5 for out-of-state visitors, offers several self-guided walking tours. Outdoor
enthusiasts will enjoy the camping, hiking and boating opportunities. For
information on special events such as reenactments, visit dnr.maryland.gov

and search for the park.

5

I/ Hungry after your adventurgs? Visit the Dog House Bar and Grill in Hager-
w stown, known for its inexpensive yet delicious “gourmet” hot dogs, hamburgers
/%) and other American comfort food. Most entrees are under $10. Check out their

-~ Facebook page at facebook.com/Thedoghousehagerstown.

——

) - Ao  -Elizabeth Stinnette

JOSEPH COPENHAVER

Don’t Miss These Sprmg Festivals

BY ELIZABETH STINNETTE

From lively festivals to historic
traditions, Washington County offers a
season full of exciting events. If youre in
the area, be sure to check out these two.

Hunt for a deal at the National Road
Yard Sale Festival.

Stretching from Baltimore, Maryland,
to St. Louis, Missouri, the National
Road Yard Sale Festival is a chance to
indulge your inner treasure hunter. Lo-
cals sell antiques, collectibles, furniture
and even treats along Route 40, Mary-
land’s longest primary U.S. highway.
Along the Washington County stretch,
community events take place on Friday

and Saturday. This year, the sale will
run from May 28 to June 1. Find out
more by calling 765-987-7565.

Roll out to the National Pike Festival.

Long before prairie schooners and
the Oregon Trail, Maryland’s Balti-

more-National Pike was part of one of

Americas first trails West. May 16 to
18, celebrate this history by watching
a wagon train of restored wagons and
majestic Belgian draft horses roll from
Clear Spring to Boonsboro. Along the
way, visit reenactments like a wagon
camp and historical demonstrations
of activities like blacksmithing and
spinning. Call 540-303-3083.

NATIONAL PIKE FESTIVAL
Wagons ho! Delve into historical reenactments and watch a real wagon train
go by at the National Pike Festival, to be held May 16-18.
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Pennsylvania’s

g

| ‘ m

MAPLE
DEMONSTRATIONS

GRAND FEATURE
PARADE

QUILT SHOW

TRUCK AND
MOTORCYCLE SHOW

ANTIQUE. CLASSIC &
STREET ROD SHOW

HORSE DRAWN
WAGON RIDES

MAPLE RACE RUN/WALK

ANTIQUE TRACTOR &

FARM MACHINERY SHOW
FOOD & CRAFT VENDORS

PANCAKE & SAUSAGE
DINNERS

APRIL 5 & 6 and APRIL 9-13, 2025

pamaplefestival.com

ACTIVITIES & EVENTS

ersdale

Artwork from the collection of G.B. Sanders

=\, \éﬁ i

ETTEN’S EDEN

NURSERY & FLOWER FARM

B

Boutique Garden Center

and Flower Farm
Your Destination for
Perennials, Annuals,
Aquatics, Natives,
Shrubs, Trees, and more!

2340 Hulberts Ln, The Plains, VA 20198
703-732-8504

info@ettenseden.com ¢ ettenseden.com

craft vendors, beer garden and more.

MAY 17TH & 18TH
BACK ALLEY TOUR AND TEA

There will be an art show and tea party at
the War Memorial Building. Guests do a

self guided walking tour of 15-20 gardens,

enjoying all the history and whimsical
nooks and crannies of an old town.

EARTH DAY AT MORGAN'’S GROVE

Live bands, fun, food, seed swap, youth art
contest and more, interactive demonstrations,

l. a q
P mﬁﬁr more
““ ‘i tion contact
HERE

04-995-6689

ShepherdstownCC.org
! N

y
$
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Adagns County, Pennsyliania

() Events to Check Out This Spring

By JENNIFER FiTCH

Commemorate V-E Day.

When the Gettysburg Film
Festival opens Thursday, May 8,
renowned filmmaker Ken Burns will
pay tribute to the 80th anniversary
of Victory in Europe (V-E) Day. This
year’s festival will focus on the legacy
of World War II and runs through
May 11.

“In the heart of Gettysburg, where
Lincoln vowed that democracy
‘shall not perish from the earth’ and
Eisenhower returned from war to
find a home, we’ll come together to
share stories of courage, sacrifice,
and the enduring fight for freedom,”
proclaims the festival’s website.

Panel discussions are being sched-
uled to elevate voices of veterans, film-
makers, public figures and historians.
The lasting impact of World War II is
expected to be a major theme.

Tickets often sell out for the
festival’s events (held at various
locations), so plan to purchase them
in advance.

717-334-4723 Ext. 101

GettysburgFilmFestival.org

See who can stay afloat at the
cardboard boat regatta.
Teams piloting homemade card-
board boats take the Cross Keys Vil-
lage’s annual regatta very seriously
every year as they compete for titles
like “fastest” and “best in show””
On Friday, June 6, teams will race
around Cross Keys Village’s pond
in vessels built from cardboard and
tape. The big question is how many
of those boats will actually navigate
the entire course without disassem-
bling. The regatta draws hundreds of
spectators and will start at 1:30 p.m.
2990 Carlisle Pike, New Oxford
717-624-5208
crosskeysvillage.org/blog/events

Reel in the big one.
The Pennsylvania Fish and

i

B - e h

CROSS KEYS VILLAGE

Behold folks who've carefully crafted cardboard boats attempt to stay afloat at this year’s Cardboard Boat Regatta at

Cross Keys Village in early June.

Boat Commission will host its Men-

tored Youth Trout Day on Saturday,
March 29, from 8 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Youth anglers joined by a licensed
adult angler may take two trout with
a minimum length of 7 inches. The
mentored youth permit for those
under age 16 is free.

The Pennsylvania Fish and Boat
Commission stocks more than 3
million adult trout every year. Men-
tored Youth Trout Day applies to
waterways across Pennsylvania. See
the commission’s website for info on
how to get the free youth permit.

fishandboat.com

Shop local during Market on
the Square.

New Oxford’s 69th annual Mar-
ket on the Square is planned for
Saturday, June 21, from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. Visitors will find locally made
art, antiques, produce, décor, baked
goods, canned goods, primitives and
more. Food trucks will line Carlisle
Street. Admission is free.

Volunteers give their time to keep
the community spirit alive and help
the more than 140 vendors make
connections with shoppers.

Parking is available on the streets,
at New Oxford Elementary School,
and, for a donation, at First Evangel-
ical Lutheran Church. The event is
family-friendly, so don’t hesitate to
bring the kids.

27 Center Square, New Oxford

717-624-2800

newoxford.org/market-on-the-square
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LGBTQ+-Friendly
Things to Do This Season

By JENNIFER FITCH
or members of the LGBTQ+
Fcommunity and their allies,

the ninth annual Gettysburg
Pride Fest (gettysburgpride.org) is
the place to be May 30 to June 1. Past
festivals have featured dance parties,
drag shows, discussion panels, yoga
and cabaret sessions. Dozens of ven-
dors will have giveaways and goods
for sale on Lincoln Square and Carlisle
Street that Saturday, May 31.

Waldo’s & Co., a queer-run artist
space and coffee bar, will host an all-ag-
es dance party to mark Pride. The orga-
nization moved into its makers’ space at
17 Lincoln Square in 2015. Artists use
the facility for its dark room, ceramics
studio, print shop and other offerings.
A survey of Waldos & Co. users found

Waldo’s & Co. hosts a gallery
opening the first Friday every month
and open mic night the last Friday of
every month, along with other events
like concerts.

Art sales and the coffee roasted
on-site help subsidize artists’ mem-
berships to the workspace.

Lauer expressed enthusiasm over
how Gettysburg has undergone a
cultural shift in the past couple of
decades to become a destination for
activities, shopping, theater and mu-
sic. “It has become this cute, cultural
haven”

According to Pride Fest organizers,
small businesses that are supporters
of pride causes include:

o Gettysburg Community Theatre

(stage shows)

that 60% of them self-identify as queer,
Waldos reported.

“I'm excited what we do as a space
is give artists of all income levels ac-
cess to equipment they used in high
school and college. I think fringe
folks are really drawn to creative
spaces,” Waldo's Creative Director
Christopher Lauer said.

o A&A Village Treasures (clothing
boutique, bath and body; etc.)

o Lark (candles, jewelry, perfume)

o Nerd Herd (gifts and games)

« Olinger House (bed and breakfast)

« One Lincoln (restaurant in Hotel
Gettysburg)

« Sign of the Buck (restaurant)

« Union Hotel (hotel and restaurant)  Pride Fest in 2022.

GETTYSBURG PRIDE INC.

Poison, Forever Miss Gay Pennsylvania America, performs at Gettysburg

Where to Savor the Flavors of Classm Bltes

By JENNIFER FITCH

Adams County offers cuisine for every palate,
even those of its youngest visitors.

Tommy’s Pizza on Steinwehr Avenue is essen-
tially a Gettysburg institution. Run by the same
family since 1973, they offer gyros along with piz-
za, wings, subs and stromboli. Wash down your
meal with one of their craft beers. Call 717-334-
8966 or visit tommyspizzainc.com.

The Lincoln Diner on Carlisle Street in the
heart of downtown Gettysburg is marking its 70th
year. It was refurbished in the late 1990s to carry a
1950s aesthetic.

The traditional diner menu includes all-day
breakfast options from 7 a.m. through 9 p.m., but

lunch and dinner fare are, of course, also served.
Plus, check out their “Overnight-Breakfast”
menu. You'll never go hungry at The Lincoln.
For more information, call 717-334-3900 or visit
thelincolndiner.com.

Appalachian Brewing Co.s Gettysburg Brew
Pub on Steinwehr Avenue has a beer garden for
adults, and its quesadillas, burgers and specialty
root beer are a hit with the younger crowd. In
good weather, enjoy patio seating, and sidle up to
the old-timey walk-up beer- and soda-window to
collect your beverages. In a rush? You can order
food for takeout through their website. Learn
more at abcbrew.com/Gettysburg, or call 717-
334-2200.
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TOMMY'S PIZZA
Tommy'’s Pizza owners Wade and Drew Leedy
stand in front of the restaurant their grandfather
Tommy Kranias founded in 1973.



“Planning your day trip? Dont forget to visit
Daughter of The Stars
Theater & Cultural Center
(]jage Co:ml'z]'s])rem:'er hadb for
local performing arts and culture!

..-Unique Local Atmosphere-
-Eive Music- -Ligh®Fare-

186 £ cMaig St | Stanley, “Vieginia | danghtcrofthestarstheateragmail com | 390-742-7505

along the Shenandoah £

YEAR-ROUND
Ages 7 & Up

o ‘ b . B, i N
540-652-1836 » 540-652-1837
Lodging for up to 50 guests, for weddings,
family reunions, retreats and other special events.

www.riversbhendranch.com

Y

Massanutten Springs Pro;:;’ttis & the

#1 Rock Tavern Bwer Kamp

wafe

?b.ancn:; _:Woif YUt

sy
For more information about-our Yurts,
Campsites and Cabins Call Annette Cates, Owner
at 540-843-4232 or email vahorselady @rocketmail.com
To make reservations online go to the website:
www.massanuttensprings.com

¢ 1850 Massanutten Springs Retreat
* 1947 Rock Tavern Retreat
&} « Topley Retreat Est. 1959
® 1987 Oak Springs Retreat, there
are reservations available for one
night stays.

River Hill Stables

362 Ruffners Ferry Road Luray VA 22835

River Hill Stables is a family owned horse borading facility
located in Luray Virginia just ten minutes from historic
downtown Luray and the Luray Caverns. The Stable has
beautiful views of the mountains and trails to the
Shenandoah River.

River Hill Stables offer Full Board and Field Board with
access to indoor and outdoor arenas
Call Amy Foley for more information at 540-843-0401
Upcoming
Events

May 3rd Community Barn Yard Sale contact Amy to RSVP a free table
June 14th Benefit Horse Show

The Cottage
renovated as
awarm cozy
cottage the
perfect couple
getaway. Sleep
2 to 4 guests

For a reservation or more information contact: Amy Foley at 540-860-8883

Both properties have a breathtaking view of the mountains.
Package deals available for guests that would like to bring their own horse. We offer full board and
miles of trails around the family farm and down to the Shenandoah River.

The Farm House
is perfect for
family vacations
and reunions.
Sleep 2'to 10
guests

Stover Hall is a picturesque venue located in the scenic Page Valley,
offering breathtaking views of the Blue Ridge and Massanutten
Mountain Ranges. Known for its exceptional service, Stover Hall
specializes in creating unforgettable celebrations that are uniquely
tailored to each guest's vision. With attention to detail and a
commitment to excellence, Stover Hall ensures that every event is
as extraordinary as the landscape that surrounds it.

Weddings, Events, Wine Tasting Room

(()Z/IK(('I ()D(/m( /fz all (S(mi&/m

ﬂi/a,./,y(m next 0/(4'1(://(.// withy us

Regardless of the type of celebration, the tranquil and
breathtaking mountain backdrop creates an ideal atmosphere for
unforgettable moments.

Weddings  Elopements * Rehearsal Dinners ¢ Birthdays ¢ Showers
Team Building Activities * Retirement Celebrations

EVENTS AT THE TASTING ROOM
Live Music « Comedy  Dance Lessons  Karaoke
Sip & Paint « Vendor Markets * Food Trucks

Contact Us: +540-742-1703 » www.stoverhall.com ¢ 1381 US HWY BSN 340, Luray Va, 22835

Hours and events vary please see our social
media and website for scheduled events.
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Discover the
limestone caves in
Luray Caverns.

a

BY GABRIELE PAONESSA

ormed in 1831, Page County is set between the

Blue Ridge and Massanutten mountains and
is part of the greater Shenandoah Valley. Located
about 90 miles west of Washington, D.C., Page
County is close enough for the perfect day trip.

Each town in Page County has a variety of

outdoor activities to offer visitors, but when the
weather turns bad, they can head to these indoor
attractions.

Shop the shops

Spend the afternoon on Main Street in Luray,
shopping in boutique shops like the Virginia Gift
Shop or Nest and Hive. If antiques are more your
style, check out Momma’s Treasures. Are you a
bookworm? Head to Bank Street Books to grab a
book to read in the not-so-nice weather.

If you choose to venture to the town of Stanley,
check out The Coffee Shop. Continuing your way
through Page County, shop at the Shenandoah
General Store.

Nature’s subterranean limestone masterpiece
Looking for more of an adventure? Venture be-
neath the surface to explore the wondrous depths

LORA JENKINS

This railroad town is on display at the town of
Shenandoah Museum — and it lights up at night.

of Luray Caverns, the largest caverns in the eastern
United States. Discovered by intrepid explorers in
the 19th century, these subterranean marvels have
captivated visitors for generations. As you traverse
the labyrinthine passages illuminated by softly
glowing lights, you’ll be greeted by a breathtaking
array of stone formations. From towering columns
to delicate draperies, each chamber holds a specta-
cle waiting to be unveiled.

The journey through Luray Caverns culminates
with visits to the Car & Carriage Caravan Muse-
um, Shenandoah Heritage Village, and Toy Town
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KAT STORMER

Weather? No Problem!

Junction, offering a comprehensive glimpse into
the region’s cultural heritage.

Railway history museums

Page County has two museums showcasing the
local history on the railroad. The historic Shenan-
doah Milling Company building houses the town
of Shenandoah Museum and Welcome Center,
offering a captivating glimpse into the region’s
railroad heritage.

From the bustling railyard of yesteryear to the
iconic USS Shenandoah, each exhibit pays homage
to the towns storied past. In the restored Norfolk &
Western Depot, the Page County Railway Museum
stands as a testament to the region’s deep-rooted
connection to the railroad.

After more than a decade of meticulous resto-
ration efforts, the museum now boasts exhibits
tracing the evolution of railroading in Page Coun-
ty. From vintage tickets to dining car memorabilia,
visitors can immerse themselves in the bygone era
of steam locomotives and iron rails. A highlight of
the museum is the scale layout of the Norfolk &
Western through Page County, meticulously craft-
ed by the dedicated members of the Page County
Railroad Club.
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BY GABRIELE PAONESSA

1 Ring in spring.

The town of Stanley Spring
Festival will be held April 19 at Ed
Good Memorial Park, from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. This annual event will host
a number of crafters and vendors
and food trucks, one of which will
feature a town of Stanley favorite:
Elephant Ears.

The Ed Good Memorial park has
a huge playground and skate park for
the kids to enjoy, along with bounce
houses and face painting. The town
of Stanley Spring Festival is a day
for the community to come together
after the long winter and enjoy some
family fun.

332E. Main St., Stanley

540-778-3454

Hunt for eggs.

Free Community Easter Egg
Hunt will be held April 19 in Big
Gem Park, starting at 1 p.m. This
event is sponsored by the Christ
United Methodist Community Focus
Group. This year the community
group will hide 2,000 eggs (1,000
will be filled with candy, and 1,000
will be filled with toys), and ring pop
candies will be hidden separately.

This event has taken place for over
five years and each year it gets larger.
Free Community Easter Egg Hunt
is for ages 2 to 12, and about 200
children participated last year. There
will be areas in the park designated
for certain age groups to hunt for the
Easter eggs.

This year’s event will provide pizza
and water, thanks to an anonymous
community donor. A raffle drawing
for a $50 gift card to Rudy’s Diner
will also take place. Participants have
been asked to bring their own Easter
baskets to store the eggs they collect.

736 Fourth St., Shenandoah
Vicki Breedan, 540-652-8890

Join a fishing tournament.
The fifth annual Stanley Volun-

B Wy AR - ¥

teer Fire Department and Luray Boy
Scouts Troop #100 Annual Trout Fish-
ing Tournament will be held along the
Hawksbill Greenway in Luray May 3
from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. This annual event
has raised money to help the Stanley
Volunteer Fire Department purchase
fire equipment, tools and other lifesav-
ing equipment for the department’s use.
The Trout Tournament has also helped
raise money that will send the Boy
Scouts to camp and help them build
life skills. Over the last few years, there
have been entries into the Annual Trout
Fishing Tournament from all over the
state of Virginia and three other states,
making it a perfect time for family and
friends to be together.

North Broad & Mechanic streets, Luray

Search Facebook for the event.

Celebrate Memorial Day.

The 28th annual Memorial Day
Festival will be held in Shenandoah
May 23 and 24. The two-day affair will
feature a number of different events.
Friday night will start with a Cruz-in

g Events
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GABRIELE PAONESSA
Boy Scout Troop 8 retires old tattered flags in a retirement ceremony during
the town of Shenandoah’s Memorial Day Celebration.

on First Street from 6 to 9 p.m. All
makes, models and years are welcome
with no registration fees. The evening
will also feature the annual Flag Re-
tirement ceremony performed by Boy
Scout Troop 8 at Veterans Park, 205
Virginia Ave., Shenandoabh, starting at
7 p.m. The following morning, join the
Memorial Walk and/or the Memorial
Service, both hosted at the VFW, Post
8613 Avis O. Comer, 1103 Varina Ave.,
Shenandoah.

The entire day can be spent shop-
ping at the yard sale, book sale, and
craft show; petting the zoo animals at
Shenandoah Landing and River Park;
browsing the car, truck and tractor
show; or enjoying the motorcycle cruz-
in. The whole day leads up to both the
Children’s Parade at the Shenandoah
Landing and River Park at 1 p.m.,
where the children can walk the track
decked out in their most patriotic fin-
ery, and the Memorial Day Parade, an
old-fashioned parade from 4 to 5 p.m.

Brenda Haggett, 540-742-4081

efgva@yahoo.com

3 PLACES
TOEAT
WITHKIDS

By GABRIELE PAONESSA

Blue’s Dog Bowl - Patrons

can choose either ground

beef or ground chicken with a

choice of toppings to create
their custom smash burger. A
smash burger is a burger that is
made by smashing the ground
meat onto the grill with a spatula.
Smashing the burgerresultsina
sear on the outside of the meat,
which locks in juices and flavor. Try
one of Blue's already set smash
burgers like Buffalo Ranch Ground
Chicken Smasher or Jalapeno
Pepper Jack Smasher. Don't forget
to get a side of either regular or
loaded fries with your smash
burger. During the heat of the day,
enjoy anice cream bar or ice cream
sandwich. Open Friday to Sunday.
622 W. Main St. Luray
540-300-1816

Ciro’s Pizza - Ciro's offers
homemade pasta, a relax-
ing family atmosphere, and
maybe the most popular
pizzain the Town of Stanley. Their
menu consists of a wide variety of
pizza, pasta, and hot or cold subs.
There is a spacious dining room for
you, your family, and friends. The
food and service are always great,
and Ciro works hard to keep their
prices reasonable. Open Tuesday
to Sunday.
558D W. Main St., Stanley
540-778-1112

Rudy’s Diner - Serving
breakfast, lunch, and
dinner seven days a week,
Rudy's offers daily spe-
cials, hand-cut fries, homemade
desserts, and much more. Check
out their Fireman theme as they
are owned and operated by local
firemen. Their home-cooked
meals are tough to beat and prices
are very reasonable. Open daily.
418 N. 5th St., Shenandoah
540-652-2002
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poaness!

A WHOLESOME, FUN EVENT FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

ALL YOUR FAVORITE LOCAL YARN DYERS
AND SPINNERS, PLUS MUCH MORE!

SPONSORED BY

» 120+ fibery vendors

» Kids Zone from 11am-2pm

» Local Food Trucks

» Wine, beer and spirit tastings
>

Plant Sale from 8:30am-1pm
by the Frederick County Master Gardeners

Find great prices on thousands
of plants and more!

________________________ﬂ

aturday, April 26 = Yam-Upm

THE FREDERICK FAIRGROUNDS | 797 E. PATRICK STREET, FREDERICK

X _________________________
I Register by April 25 for a chance to win:
I - J FrederickNewsPost.com/goto/fiberfest |

I S = ¥ ¥ F F F ¥ ¥ ¥ _§F _F §F W

r————
I

No sheep were harmed in the making of this festival.
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By TaBrTHA REEVES

rom a 19th-century schoolhouse for African

American children to a centuries-old farm,

the town of Berryville and Clarke County

are rich in educational stops for history
lovers. Here are five destinations to check out.

The Josephine School Community Museum
was built in 1882 by former enslaved people
and free Black people as a place to educate their
children. In the years since, it has become the
region’s first museum devoted to local African
American history. It’s open to visitors on Sunday
from 1 to 3 p.m.
303 Josephine St., Berryville
jschoolmuseum.org

Burwell-Morgan Mill was built in 1785 and
once produced more than 300,000 pounds of
flour and meal per year. It opens for the season
in May, welcoming visitors for demonstrations. A
meadow next to the mill is open for year-round
walks and picnics.
15 Tannery Lane, Millwood
clarkehistory.org/mill

Long Branch Historic House and Farm is sit-
uated on about 400 acres of rolling countryside,
with a two-story mansion that was built in 1811.

JFF R
The 360-acre Clermont Farm is located on East
Main Street in Berryville.

Located near the village of Millwood, it’s open from
dawn to dusk for strolling, biking and picnicking
on the grounds. Tours of the mansion occur daily.
830 Long Branch Lane, Boyce
visitlongbranch.org

Clermont Farm, once surveyed by an 18-year-
old George Washington in 1750, is a centu-

ries-old working farm and an agricultural research
site with multiple historical buildings across 360
acres. Clermont hosts events throughout the year
and is open for tours by appointment.
151 Clermont Lane, Berryville
clermontfarm.org

1

Siter

COURTESY PI;IOTU
Locke’s Mill is a historic grist mill in Clarke County.
It's restored and operational.

Locke’s Mill is a colonial-era grist mill along
the Shenandoah River that opens for the season
each March. The milling industry once flourished
in Clarke County due to the river and limestone
soils. Locke’s Mill — a restored, operational mill
— is a remnant of that time. It's open the first and
third Saturday of the month.
1600 Locke’s Mill Road, Berryville
lockesmillgrains.com
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Shop Till You Drop at This

Spring Market Trifecta

By TaBrTHA REEVES

The Big Flea

Who says April is too soon
to Christmas shop? With vendors
that fill downtown Berryville with
tents and tables, The Big Flea offers
a multitude of items — for Christ-
mas, Mother’s Day and more. Last
fall, more than 160 artisans, crafts-
people and collectors participated
in this semi-annual gigantic flea
market. The spring 2025 iteration
of The Big Flea will be held April 12
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. The rain date
is the following Saturday. To learn
more, visit experienceclarkecounty.
com and search for The Big Flea.

Mother’s Day Garden Fair
From bonsai trees to botanical

skin products, the annual Mother’s
Day Garden Fair at Blandy Experi-
mental Farm in Clarke County is a
popular tradition for plant lovers. It's
always held on Mother’s Day week-
end, which is May 10 and 11 this
year. That makes the event a great
place to snag a last-minute gift for
mom, or a perfect outing with your

mom on Mother’s Day. In addition
to plant and garden-related vendors
from around the region — offering
perennials, annuals, vegetables,
herbs, small trees, shrubs, berry
bushes and more — you’ll also find
food vendors, live music and garden
experts. Visit experienceclarkecoun-
ty.com and search for the fair.

Lucketts Spring Market
If vintage is your vibe, get ex-

cited for The Lucketts Spring Market.
It's an annual affair at the Clarke
County Fairgrounds, set this year for
May 16 to 18. About 200 “vintage
hip” vendors on the East Coast will
sell furniture, home decor, clothing,
jewelry and more, with styles ranging
from American farmhouse and
European country to mid-century
modern. Live bands, a play area for
kids, food trucks and a beer garden
will add to the fun. General admis-
sion tickets for one-day entry are
available at the gate, and three-day,
extended-hours tickets are available
online in advance. Learn more at
luckettsmarkets.com.

FILE PHOTO

Blandy Experimental Farm’s Garden Fair is held over Mother’s Day weekend.

Have Fun on a Budget

Looking for an outing that pleases the senses as well as the wallet? There
are lots of budget-friendly options in Clarke County for your next day trip.

First, consider the world's longest hiking-only footpath: The Appalachian
Trail. About 22 miles of it — the “Roller Coaster” section — cut through
Clarke. Hike options vary in difficulty, each featuring gorgeous views of the
Shenandoah Valley. Visit experienceclarkecounty.com.

Another outdoorsy experience with fewer hills involved is Blandy Experi-
mental Farm near the town of Boyce. The 712-acre property is a hot spot for
bird-watching, photography and picnics. It's free to enter and explore, with
restrooms available on site. Visit blandy.virginia.edu.

Though buds and blooms make spring a season for relishing nature, April's
showers are inevitable. The exhibits at the Barns of Rose Hill in the town of
Berryville are indoors and free to visit. Barns of Rose Hill is open Tuesday
through Saturday from noon to 3 p.m. Visit barnsofrosehill.org/exhibits.

- Tabitha Reeves

A visitor explores Blandy Experimental Farm in Clarke County.
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SATURDAY SUNDAY HISTORIC DOWNTOWN 1

APRIL 26" &5 APRIL 27TH LEESBURG, VA Srap Lo L6 e

(10AM-6PM) (10AM-5PM) Festival HISTORIC
"

Attractions:

SHEPHERDSTOWN

Built in the Streets

35TH ANNUAL LEESBURG e MUSEUM

B Located in the Historic Entler Hotel Building
F Ow E R AuTnngs at the Corner of German and Princess Streels
utdoor Living
LOWER S | 0 e
Wine Garden The Season '

Live Entertainment April 1 9
on Three Stages

The Garden Patch H o
Family Area ours:

Festival Food Vendors Sat11-5 ¢ Sun 1-4 - .-'-’

FESTIVAL e

[x174% 129 E. German St. Sheperdstown, WV

*On the National Reglster of Historic Sites

R e www.historicshepherdstown.com
with FREE Shuttle Service
presented By: LOUDOUN MEDICAL GROUP € ranorsrine:petsbisouraged 2l 304.876.0910

o SR R L
het .
L]

% Its A Beautifl
- Day To Tour

Alllots have . Shehpherds Cove!
river access o

Going, G(;ing... o
Only 3 Lots
Left!

Lot 2 Available! 3.39 acres
Pricing $195,000 WVBE201386

SNYDER BAILEY & ASSOCIATES

J = ) *" \ Specializing in Extraordinary, Historic, Estate and Waterfront Properties For Over 30 Years PONS T,
4 e 304-267-1050 © 800-544-1050 & Lot 20 Available! 4.35 acres with well &
! l INTERNATIONAL www.SnyderBailey.com A\ 0 deared to build $220,000 wvB£203393
= SPECIALET Email: CMSPB1@aoLcom . . I
Carolyn Snyder Lot 9-Potomac River Front Available!
Broker, Owner Richard Kendall Bruce Cubb jci
[E Realtol:,: Szrles glslsgciates Realto:,u g:le;l Asgggiates 5'3 acres Pﬂﬂﬂg 5600’ 000 WVBE203228
a =0 (027010046 301-573-4550 CallFor A Tour Now 304-283-1537
Access ALL MLS/MRIS Listings on www.snyderbailey.com Licensed in PA, VA, & WV -
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Horady County, West Vi

Activities That Won’t Bust Your Budget

BY JILLIAN ABBALLE

Spring is the perfect time to
explore Hardy County, with its
beautiful landscapes and activities
that won't break the bank. Here are
five budget-friendly places to visit to
make the most of the season.

Sign up for the Lost River

Trail Run.

Challenge yourself on the sce-
nic trails of Lost River State Park
at the Lost River Trail Run May 3.
With options ranging from a 1-mile
course to a half-marathon, this event
offers something for everyone who
enjoys running. Proceeds benefit the
Lost River Trails Coalition, which
maintains the park’s trails. Registra-
tion includes a T-shirt (must register
by April 1) and post-run pizza. Fees
start at $35 for adults and $25 for
youth up to age 19.

321 Park Drive, Mathias

304-897-5372

runsignup.com/Race/WV/Mathias/

LostRiverTrailRun

Explore the Hardy County
Barn Quilt Trail.

Drive through the county on a
tour to view colorful quilt patterns
displayed on barns celebrating
local heritage. Visit the website in
advance to download a map for
this free self-guided tour, which
winds through Mathias, Lost City,
Moorefield and several other towns.
Enthusiasts will want to check out
the online gallery of various quilt
patterns before heading out.

lostrivercrafts.com/barn-quilt-trail

Catch a show at McCoy’s
Grand.

Experience an evening of music
and fun at the historic McCoy’s
Grand Theatre & Museum, founded
in 1927. This spring, catch the old-
time fiddles of Raw Country April
5, singer/pianist Jacob Tolliver’s
high-energy show April 12 and the

/&W

ardenani¥e

MCCOY'S GRAND THEATER
Jacob Tolliver’s genre-meshing
style incorporates elements of pop,
country and blues, pushing the
boundaries of traditional rock. He'll
bring his high-energy stage presence
to McCoy’s in April.

rock and roll of Astoria IT May 3.
Tickets are $15. While you're there,
check out the display of the original
owner’s antiques.

121 N. Main Street, Moorefield

304-530-7115

mccoysgrand.org

{JLD BREW

Les S

Wardensville Garden Market.

Check out the Wardensville
Garden Market.

For a truly local experience, visit
the Wardensville Garden Market.
This community-focused market,
open Thursday through Monday,
not only sells organic produce and
homemade goods, but also runs as
a nonprofit supporting educational
programs for local youth. Enjoy
fresh, seasonal produce and unique
handmade items from their glass
studio. Catch the market’s Second
Saturdays, a free, family-friendly,
outdoor event series that kicks off in
spring. See the website for details.

28813 WV-55, Wardensville

304-470-8050

farmsworkwonders.org/

wardensville-garden-market
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| DONATE ONLINE

WARDENSVILLE GARDEN MARKET
You'll find treats from their own bakery, farm, kitchen and glass studio at the

Throw strikes at Potomac Lanes.
Rainy day? Head indoors to
South Branch Potomac Lanes to
bowl a few games.

With affordable s e
rates and fami-
ly-friendly vibes, °

it’s a great way to -
spend quality time ’
without worrying
about the weather — or going over
your budget. Play for as little as
$2.99 on weekdays and $3.99 on
weekends, according to their website.
Plus, get a $10 coupon for open
bowling when you sign up to receive
notifications from them.
185 Hyde St., Moorefield
304-530-BOWL (2695)
potomaclanes.com

BALL: SHUTTERSTOCK



Family

-Friendly

Places to Dine Out

BY JILLIAN ABBALLE

fter a full day on the river or wan-

dering old country roads, adults’
and kids’ bellies alike will be grum-
bling. Here are some places the whole
family can comfortably chow down.

Known for its comfort food and
cozy atmosphere, the Lost River
Grill is the popular spot for a family
dinner. Go for the classic meatloaf
and mashed potatoes and stay for the
famous homemade pies. Cocktails
and beer are available, and it’s open
for dinner every day. Too tired to
move after a big meal? Stay at its bed-
and-breakfast. Visit lostrivergrill.com
to confirm hours and see specials.
Nestled on the scenic grounds of

the Inn at Lost River, the historic
Lost River General Store + Cafe is
perfect for lunch or an early dinner.
Enjoy sandwiches, soups, salads
and their signature house-smoked,
pulled pork barbecue. Adults can
unwind with craft beer and wine
while kids enjoy the hot dogs and

Trails for Every Trekker: E

BY JILLIAN ABBALLE

haven for hikers, Hardy
County offers trails that
ange from serene lakeside
strolls to rugged mountain climbs.
While Lost River State Park is a huge
draw for hikers, here are a few other
favorites to explore this spring.
Big Schloss Trail is a 4.4-mile
trek through the George Washing-
ton National Forest and is a must
for its panoramic views. Starting at
the Wolf Gap Recreation Area, this
~moderate trail leads to a stunning
& rock outcropping where you can re-
& lax and take in the sweeping scenery.
& Bring a packed lunch—you’ll want to

LOST RIVER GRILL
The warm, welcoming atmosphere
at Lost River Grill is sure to make you
feel at home.

hand-dipped ice cream. Call 304-
897-7000 or visit innatlostriver.com.
The crowd-pleasing stop sure to
make everyone’s day is Sweet Rose
Ice Cream in Moorefield. Choose
from soft-serve or Flavor Burst ice

creams, and from plenty of toppings.

To see daily specials, visit their web-
site at sweetroseicecreamwv.com or
call 304-530-2695. The shop is located
in South Branch Potomac Lanes, so
be sure to pop in after bowling.

spend some time at
the summit. Camp-
ing is available.

If you're in the
mood for more of
a leisurely stroll, {
try Rockcliff Lake
Trail, ideal for beginner hikers.

This gentle loop circles the serene
Rockeliff Lake. As you wander along
the path, enjoy spotting wildlife,
exploring the shoreline and soaking
in the tranquil atmosphere. The trail
opens in early May.

Ascending Great North Mountain
and following the ridge along the
Virginia/West Virginia state line,

B B

LOST RIVER GENERAL STORE + CAFE

Lost River General Store + Cafe menus feature seasonal ingredients from Lost
Pond Farm-their sister property—and other local and regional farmers and
producers. Don’t miss their pepperoni rolls—a fan favorite.

Tuscarora Trail rewards
your efforts with incredible
overlooks, including one at
Terrapin Spring.

This section is part of
a 250-mile trail system
managed by the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club, offering
adventurers a connection to the
Appalachian Trail. For a steeper
challenge, the Eagle Rock section of
the Tuscarora Trail delivers incredi-
ble views.

Bucktail Loop Trail covers rugged
terrain near Wardensville and takes
you deep into the heart of Hardy
County’s wilderness, with striking

xplore Hardy’s Scenic Hikes

vistas along the way, up Halfmoon
Mountain. For seasoned hikers, this
9.7-mile loop promises a challenge.
Allow around five hours to complete
the loop and don't forget to check for
trail maintenance and updates.

Perfect for nature photography, the
Trout Pond Loop Trail near Lost City
offers a gentle—and less aerobic—es-
cape into the wilderness. Trout Pond,
West Virginia’s only natural lake, is the
centerpiece of this peaceful trail. The
roughly 3-mile loop will also swing
you past Rockeliff Lake.

For trail information, including
months when trails are not open,
call 540-984-4101.
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Facts are
not free.

Anyone can spout off on social media. Anyone can post their personal hot
take on the issue of the day, free of facts, free of anything but their own opinion
and bias.

Real news is different. Real news comes from experienced journalists who put
aside their assumptions and talk to people on all sides of an issue.

Real news is hard. When you work for an organization devoted to real
journalism, you are challenged daily by your editors. Hot takes don’t cut it -
you have to do the work. That means talking to experts, mastering the issues,
confirming every fact.

Real news rocks the boat. Sometimes, people don’t want you looking into
what’s going on. They hide information. They clam up, they refuse to release
documents. They even sue you. Real news organizations fight back.

Real news is not free. If we are going to work together to move our community

forward, we need facts - and we need professional journalists to cover the news.
That’s what we do - and we need your support, now more than ever.

Join us as a subscribing member today.

The Frenerick The Journal
News-JPost Ur'fal

351 Ballenger Center Drive
Frederick, MD 21703
FrederickNewsPost.com
301-662-1177

207 W. King Street
Martinsburg, WV 25402
Journal-News.net
304-263-8931
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BERKELEYSPRINGS.COM
There’s no better spot to add some spark to your relationship than Berkeley
Springs State Park. The park offers couples massages, Roman baths and spa
treatments. Or, like Claire Ramirez and Greg Schene, shown above, you could

rate Romance

A N antia ]

play around in the naturally warm spring waters.

By JustiN GRIFFIN
Nestled in the enchanting landscapes
of West Virginia, Morgan County
beckons couples seeking a serene
getaway infused with both relaxation
and adventure. Here are five things to
do with your significant other.

Enjoy a stroll in the park.

Spend a cozy afternoon unwind-
ing with your partner at the historic
Berkeley Springs State Park. Renowned
for its natural mineral springs, the park
offers couples massages, Roman baths,
and spa treatments to enjoy together.

2S. Washington St., Berkeley Springs
304-258-2711
wvstateparks.com/park/berkeley-
springs-state-park

Take a scenic hike at Cacapon
Resort State Park.

Explore the beauty of spring togeth-
er with a hike along the Ridge Trail or
to the Panorama Overlook. The parks
vibrant wildflowers and sweeping
views make it a picture-perfect back-

drop for a romantic stroll. You can also
stay overnight in a cabin or inn.
818 Cacapon Lodge Drive, Berkeley
Springs
304-258-1022
wvstateparks.com/park/cacapon-
resort-state-park

Behold the views from Prospect
Overlook.

A renowned overlook offering
panoramic views of the Potomac and
Cacapon rivers, Prospect Overlook,
also known as Panorama Overlook,
is a short drive from downtown. Its a
perfect spot for a romantic walk and
to watch the sunset together. National
Geographic ranked this spot as one of
its top five vistas in the Eastern United
States, according to Discover Berkeley
Springs. Be advised you might need to
get creative with the parking, but it will
be worth it.

3299 Cacapon Road, Berkeley Springs

301-707-3201

discoverberkeleysprings.com/

locations/prospect-overlook

if [
)

BERKELEYSPRINGS.COM

A hike to Panorama Overlook in Cacapon State Park offers breathtaking views
of the rolling West Virginia hills and the Potomac River. The moderate trail
offers a peaceful escape into nature, making it a great spot for reflection,
photography, or simply soaking in the serene beauty of the Appalachian

landscape.

4§troll through Berkeley Springs
armers Market.

In the heart of downtown, the
Berkeley Springs Farmers Market is
perfect for a romantic spring outing.
Browse fresh produce and local crafts,
and sample homemade treats while
enjoying live music and a cozy atmo-
sphere. Dont miss the baked goods.
The market is open Sunday from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. beginning in April.

Route 522 and Fairfax St.,

Berkeley Springs

berkeleyspringsfarmersmarket.org

Dine at The Country Inn of
Berkeley Springs.

End your day with an intimate
dinner at The Country Inn of Berkeley
Springs. This historic establishment
offers fine dining with dishes crafted
from locally sourced ingredients, per-
fect for a candlelit evening with your
special someone. While you're there,
unwind in the Renaissance Spa.

110 S. Washington St., Berkeley

Springs

304-258-1200

thecountryinnwv.com
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Must-Stop Spots for

Solo Travelers

BERKELEYSPRINGS.COM

The Ice House Gallery is a lively arts hub featuring local and regional talent through diverse exhibits, workshops
and performances, bringing the town’s creative energy to life.

BY JUSTIN GRIFFIN
ometimes, the best way to clear your head is to
S get in the car and drive. Here are a few stops you
shouldn’t miss in and around Morgan County
when traveling solo.

The Paw Paw Tunnel is a must-see. This 3,118-foot
engineering marvel along the C&O Canal offers a
unique, peaceful hike through history. Constructed
in the mid-1800s as an alternative to building a canal
along the Potomac River, it’s technically in Allegany
County, Maryland, but is right next to the town of Paw
Paw in Morgan County.

Today, the tunnel’s eerie yet beautiful brick-lined
passage and scenic surroundings make it perfect for
self-reflection, adventure and breathtaking photogra-
phy—ideal for any traveler seeking solitude and discov-
ery. You'll find “weep holes, rope burns, rub rails, as
well as brass plates marking every 100-feet that bring
the tunnel’s history to life,” according to the National
Park Service. To plan your trip, visit nps.gov and search
for the tunnel.

The Star Theatre is a nostalgic gem perfect for a
cozy, unique experience. This historic cinema shows

classic and indie films in a charming, vintage setting.
Grab some freshly-popped buttered popcorn, settle
into the old-school atmosphere, and enjoy a relaxing
night immersed in the magic of the movies. For show
times, call 304-258-1404.

The Ice House Co-op Gallery is a must-visit for solo
travelers seeking inspiration and cultural enrichment.
This vibrant arts hub showcases local and regional talent
through diverse exhibits, workshops and performances.
Wander through captivating displays, connect with the
creative community, and immerse yourself in the town’s ar-
tistic heartbeat—perfect for a reflective and enriching solo
experience. For more information, call 304-867-3073.

Feeling peckish but don't want to get too full for the
drive back home? Before you bid farewell to Morgan
County, stop by Lighthouse Latte in Berkeley Springs, a
family-owned café established in 2011. Enjoy a variety of
coffee beverages, including French-pressed to-go options,
along with homemade soups and sandwiches. The café
also offers free Wi-Fi. Additionally, explore their selection
of certified pure therapeutic-grade essential oils, available
for purchase. Call 304-258-5429, and check their web-
site for a coupon before you visit: lighthouselatte.com.

50 | DAY-TRIPPER: PLAN YOUR ADVENTURE NOW | SPRING 2025 | Advertising supplement to Ogden Newspapers

ﬁ/&ﬁ/éw
/e

By JusTIN GRIFFIN

Co-owner Trey Johanson said the
recently-opened Panorama Pub-
lic House boasts “locally-sourced,
regionally inspired” comfort food to
enjoy from “one of the top views on the
Eastern seaboard” — the Panorama
Overlook, also known as the Prospect
Peak/Overlook. The new restaurant
offers lunch and dinner menus with
plenty of vegan options, including
vegan homemade ice cream. Visit
panoramapublichouse.com or call
304-444-2950.

Angus & Ale features ginormous
burgers, fall-off-the-bone ribs, wings
and steaks, along with a list of seafood
favorites. There's also a screened-in
porch and a full bar with an extensive
wine list. Two miles down the road at
Berkeley Springs Bowl, Angus & Ale also
provides breakfast, lunch and dinner to
go with bowling, and a full arcade. Visit
angusandale.com.

When you're looking for a great place
to start the day, stop by Charlotte’s
Cafe. Their menu has all the beloved
standard breakfast fare to please
even pickiest of eaters. This place is
also good for your wallet. The most
expensive item on the online menu is
under $15. There's also a lunch menu,
and if you're looking for more, there’s
a family-style takeout menu where
all the dishes are enough to feed four
people. See charlottescafewv.com.

FILE PHOTO
Charlotte’s Cafe serves up baked-
from-scratch desserts daily.



BEAVER CREEK Shenandoah River
ANTIQUE MARKET Outfitters

#1 Antique Shop

Hagerstown, Maryland [ SREm. i
“BIG CITY Antiques L ANTIONE & s 4
At Country Prices” - . =i T

20202 National Pike, / —
Hagerstown, MDD~

301-739-8075

beavercreekantiquemarket.com

Guarantee weekly
delivery of your
local
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Call 800-6CANOE2
or www.shenandoahriver.com
6502 S. Page Valley Road Luray, VA 22835

HGR

HAGERSTOWN REGIONAL AIRPORT
Washington County, MD

32 SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

LOUDOUNTIMES.COM

Low Cost Fares & Non-Stop Flights
Stress-Free Travel & Affordable Parking
No Lines & No Crowds

flyHGR.com Travel Elevated
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Plan an unforgettable day of paddling and relaxing with us
on one of America’s most beautiful rivers, the Shenandoah.

@ TUBE FLOATS @ KAYAK & CANOE TRIPS @ GREATFISHING
© RAFT RENTALS @ BOAT SHUTTLES @ EXCELLENT SERVICE

www.downriver.com 884 Indian Hollow Rd.
somebody@downriver.com 0 Bentonville, VA 22630
540-635-5526

Ly

In Front Royal. Virginia, we invite you to settle in and venture out! Come for adventure in the Shenandoah
National Park, Skyline Drive, and our beautiful river and caverns. Then stay for our charming Main Street,
our rich Civil War history, and our shopping and dining opportunities.

JUIIN

WARRENHERITAGE SOCIETY

101 Chester Street

Front Royal, VA 22630
540-636-1446
warrenheritagesociety.org
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) Fun Things to Do with Kids

By ASHLEY MILLER

Paintball
Paintball is a competitive activity enjoyed by

both kids and adults, making it a great choice for
families seeking outdoor adventure and quality
bonding time. Open Saturday and Sunday from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m., Cousins Paintball offers 100 acres
of awesome terrain for birthday parties, scout trips
and family reunions. Rent equipment or bring
your own.

363 Radio Station Road, Strasburg

631-698-6230

cousinspaintball.com/play-paintball-virginia

Woodstock Tower observation
What kid doesn’t want to climb a tall tower
to look out over the landscape? Standing tall over
the northern ranges of the George Washington
and Jefferson National Forest, Woodstock Tower is
located at one of the highest peaks of the Massanu-
tten mountain range, revealing an exceptional view
of the North Fork of the Shenandoah River from
its 2,000-foot elevation. Pack the binoculars and
enjoy the breathtaking scenery.
Woodstock Tower Road, Woodstock
fs.usda.gov

Mayfest

On the second weekend of May every year,
the Strasburg community pulls out all the stops to
throw a huge family-friendly party that takes over
the streets. In addition to a parade and a carnival,
kids will enjoy the inflatables and bounce houses,
the cupcake-eating contest, face painting and the
numerous food and craft vendors. Parents might
want to stop in at the beer and wine garden.

strasburgmayfest.com

Duckpin bowling
Step back in time and experience the charm

of duckpin bowling at Shenandoah Bowling Lanes.
Built in the late 1940s, this landmark offers a nos-
talgic experience that’s perfect for families looking
to create lasting memories together. The smaller
bowling balls are the perfect size for little hands.

5904 Main St., Mount Jackson

540-477-2341

Search Shenandoah Bowling Lanes on Facebook.

Virginia LOVE signs
LOVE can be found in every corner of

T

==

3 Virginia’s_Finest— - N
i

JON HENRY GENERAL STORE
The LOVE sign at Jon Henry General Store in New
Market features produce grown in the Shenandoah
Valley.

Shenandoah County — literally. From the steps of
Massanutten Military Academy in Woodstock to
Strasburg’s Town Park, it’s easy to tell that Virgin-
ians love LOVE. See how many you can find and
be sure to capture these iconic symbols of love

— and maybe take a photo that can be used in the

VIRGINIA TOURISM

At the Virginia Museum of the Civil War in New Market, the “L” and “0” in the LOVE sign are made from
cannons, while the “V” is made from Signal Corps flags.

RICH COOLEY
Out-of-service duckpin bowling balls rest on
display shelves at Shenandoah Bowling Lanes in
Mount Jackson.

family’s holiday card. You’ll find LOVE signs in
Strasburg at 174 E. King St.; Massanutten Military
Academy at 614 S. Main St. in Woodstock; Jon
Henry General Store at 9383 N. Congress St. in
New Market; the Virginia Museum of the Civil
War at 8995 George Collins Parkway in New Mar-
ket; and along Main Street in Woodstock - look
for the hot air balloon that serves as the “O” in
LOVE.

virginia.org/love
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A bin of cabernet sauvignon grapes at Cave Ridge Vineyard near Mount Jackson

By AsHLEY MILLER

North Mountain Vineyard
Open year-round, Wednesday
through Sunday, the charming Euro-
pean architecture of North Mountain
Vineyards winery building is the
perfect setting for celebrations, while
its tasting room offers an elegant and
cozy atmosphere. The vineyard site has
been farmed since the 1700s, although
the first grapes were planted in 1982.
The gift shop offers local art, crafts,
cheese and jams. Pack a picnic or enjoy
prepackaged light fare. Pet friendly.
4374 Swartz Road, Maurertown
540-436-9463
northmountainvineyard.com

Wolf Gap Vineyard and Winery
Founded in 2004, Wolf Gap
Vineyard and Winery has stunning
views of the Great North Mountain
from its covered pavilion. Wolf Gap
offers flights of whites or reds and

€) Must-Visit Vineyards

RICH COOLEY

Grapevines are backlit in the afternoon sun at Cave Ridge Vineyard.

wines by the glass or bottle. The win-
ery also makes rosés and sparkling
wines. Reservations are not required
but are recommended for groups of
five or more.
123 Stout Road, Edinburg
540-984-3306
wolfgapvineyard.com

Cave Ridge Vineyard
Located in the foothills over-

looking the Shenandoah Valley, Cave
Ridge Vineyard is an award-winning
vineyard known for its tasting room
and outdoor facilities. It's an ideal spot
for picnics. Wines produced emphasize
the fruit character of the grape using a
minimalist approach while adhering to
sustainable farming practices.

1476 Coincville Road, Mount Jackson

540-477-2585

caveridge.com
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By AsHLEY MILLER
Sunday brunch! There's nothing
quite like savoring brunch with
family and friends, where the
combination of delicious food and
good conversation makes for the
perfect start to a new week.
Dishing up breakfast all day,
Strasburg Diner at 119 Hite Lane
in Strasburg offers a wide variety
of brunch favorites, including their
golden pancakes, waffles and
French toast. Breakfast meals
are served with a choice of hash
browns, home fries or grits and
toast, biscuit or English muffin.
Find out more about the Stras-
burg Diner on its Facebook page.
Serving sandwiches daily until 11
a.m. and brunch on Sunday from
9a.m.to1p.m.the Woodstock
Cafe at 117 S. Main St. in Wood-
stock is known for its three-egg
omelets with multiple fillings, eggs
Benedict and homemade sausage
gravy served over biscuits. Don't
forget to add a classic pomegran-
ate or seasonal mimosa. Learn
more at woodstockcafeva.com
Indulge in the comforts of
grandma'’s house at Kathy’s
Home Cooking Cafe at 9478 S.
Congress St. in New Market, where
popular side items like Western
ham, peaches, rib eye and fried
potatoes are the ideal morning
wake-up call. Find out more about
Kathy's Home Cooking Cafe on its
Facebook page.

WOODSTOCK CAFE

Woodstock Cafe offers tasty
entrees for brunch every Sunday
from9a.m.to1p.m.



Now more than ever,

local journalism
matters.

The Times-Mirror has been empowering
the local community for over 200 years.

Be a part of it.

Get Loudoun’s hometown paper
delivered every Friday and receive:

v Award winning local news.

WV Complete digital access to our website,
weekly newsletters, ePages, and
breaking news alerts.

W Don’t miss a week! Guarantee
weekly delivery with a home
delivery subscription.

PLUS, don’t miss

our featured sections
during the year, such
as Best of Loudoun,
where you can

find out who the

top contenders

are in your
community!

Check out our subscription options at
loudountimes.com/subscribe.

1L oudoun Times-Aivror

* Newspaper may be delivered either by mail or by our carrier force.

me t*'o‘ﬁ”ay‘f@ﬂ‘r’*aﬂ SOl
real estate needs! -
540.325.4989
4

‘bridgetsine267@gmail .com
https://bridgetsine-realtor.com
L1censed in VA

joﬁnston e Rﬁoafas

REAL ESTATE
540-459-9650 | 336 S Main St, Woodstock, VA 22664 | VA Lic # 0226019385

Award-winning French-style Wines! ® 21+ Winery (exception: infants 0-6 mos)
Outside Food OK, Light Snacks Available ® Pet Friendly!
Check Our Website for Music and Special Dates

OPEN Thursday thru Monday 11am - 5:30pm, Fridays 11am - 7pm

18549 Harmony Church Rd - Hamilton, VA 20158 - (540) 369-4655
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Cockinghham County, Vipginia

By NANCY SORRELLS

Whether you are on two feet or
two wheels, there are plenty of places
in Rockingham County to enjoy the
great outdoors. If you can’t decide
whether you want to hike, bike (or
paddle), consider Grottoes, where
there are two fine parks from which to
choose. Both parks are on the South
River and have put-in spots. Picnic
facilities are available at both as well.
There is a flat concrete multiuse path
connecting the two parks. The 2.5-
mile path takes about 50 minutes on
foot for 15 minutes by bicycle.

Here are five places to check out
when you're ready to hit the trails.

Grand Caverns

At the southern part of Grottoes
sits Grand Caverns Park. You could
do your hiking underground in the
nation’s oldest continually operating
show cave (1-mile walk) or you could
hike or cycle the 1-mile gravel loop
around the park. In addition, you
could wear yourself out hiking up
and down the wooded trails of Cave
Hill in this 100-acre preserve. The
Cave Hill trail system, shaped like a
figure 8, offers about 2 miles of trails
and several eye-popping overlooks
for guests of all abilities. Those hiking
up to the top of Cave Hill might stop
and think about the fact that folks on
the cavern walking tour are actually
100 feet underground right beneath
their feet. Also try fishing, picnick-
ing, and the really daring can try a
wild caving adventure. There is a fee
for going inside the caves. Everything
else is free.

5 Grand Caverns Blvd., Grottoes
grandcaverns.com

John E. Painter Park
Located at the north end of
Grottoes, this park features a 1.4-
mile walking trail as well as a fishing
pond, ballfields and courts, and a
driving range.
1100 20th St., Grottoes

NANCY SORRELS

The Blue Ridge Tunnel is an engineering marvel that operated as arailroad

tunnel from the 1850s-1940s.

Massanutten Western
Slope Trails
Located about 7 miles from
Harrisonburg near Keezletown, the
Massanutten Western Slope Trail
system offers more than 800 acres
with 32 miles of trails for mountain
biking and hiking. It's owned by
Massanutten Resort and maintained
by the Shenandoah Valley Bicycle
Coalition. Access is by fee-based pass
only, and both day and annual passes
are available.
Trailhead parking:
4276 Happy Valley Road, Keezletown
svbcoalition.org/western-slope-trails

Hillandale Park
This 74-acre park has it all,
including hiking and cycling trails
where sharp-eyed birders will spot
many feathered friends, perhaps even
an owl. Rocktown Trail system offers
three trail levels for cyclists, runners,
and walkers, including 1.4-mile and
1.2-mile biking loops. The Friendly
City Trail, which is 2-plus miles, runs
through the park, connecting it to
Westover Park and three schools.
Vehicular entrance:
710 Hillandale Ave., Harrisonburg
Pedestrian and cyclist entrance:
422 S, Ave., Harrisonburg

56 | DAY-TRIPPER: PLAN YOUR ADVENTURE NOW | SPRING 2025 | Advertising supplement to Ogden Newspapers

P e i

NANCY SORRELS
Grand Caverns Park includes a path
along the river.

Blue Ridge Tunnel
Hikers (and cyclists) are coming

from all over to experience one of
Virginia's most popular trails - the
restored Blue Ridge Tunnel. This
engineering marvel, built through
the backbreaking work of Irish
immigrants and enslaved African
Americans, operated as a railroad
tunnel from the 1850s-1940s, then
was abandoned. Two decades of
work brought it back as a greenway
unlike any other. East Trailhead
offers flat access trail of 0.63 miles to
a tunnel that is 0.81 miles in length
for a round-trip hike of 2.88 miles.
The West Trailhead offers a steeply
graded access trail of 0.81 miles to a
tunnel that is 0.81 miles in length for
a round-trip hike of 3.24 miles.

Open sunrise to sunset. Bring a
jacket and a flashlight/headlamp.

East Trailhead :

215 Afton Depot Lane, Afton

West Trailhead:

483 Three Notched Mtn. Highway,

Waynesboro

TheBlueRidgeTunnel.com



Bad Weather? Go Underground!

By LEE Z10N
Rockingham County is full of ex-

citing outdoor places to visit. But
what if you're not fond of the cold
and wet? What then? Here are a few
places to go on your day trip when
the weather won't cooperate.

Explore the caves.

There are three caves open to the
public near Harrisonburg. All of
them are popular, and all of them are
beautiful. Melrose Caverns, north
of Harrisonburg on U.S. 11, has a
lot of history to it. During the Civil
War, Union Soldiers hid in the caves
and etched their names inside. There
are also several shield formations
throughout the cave — and shields are
not very common.

Endless Caverns, farther north on
U.S. Highway 11 but just inside Rock-
ingham County, gets its name because
surveyors have yet to find where the
caverns stop. The surveyed area travels
about 6 miles underground.

Grand Caverns is in the Grottoes,
which is in the southeast corner of

Festivals,

By ANYA ScZERZENIE

Edith J. Carrier Arboretum

James Madison University’s Edith J.
Carrier Arboretum bursts into full bloom
inthe spring and celebrates the season
with Wildflower Walks and a yearly
spring plant sale. That sale, held on
the terrace outside the Francis Plecker
Education Center in the arboretum, runs
from April 25 to May 3 this year.

The arboretum also holds wildflower
walks every Wednesday in April from
noontolp.m., starting at the Frances
Plecker Education Center. Keala Timko, a
Virginia Master Gardener, hosts them.

Located at 780 University Blvd. in
Harrisonburg, the arboretum is open
daily from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. For more
information, visit jmu.edu/arboretum.

FILE PHOTO

Angie Rivera-Moradel, of Harrisonburg, checks on a 3D print in the Maker City

at the Explore More Discovery Museum.

Rockingham County. It opened in
1806, making it the oldest continually
operating cavern in the United States.
The caverns were already world-fa-
mous by the 1860s, making it a tour-

ist attraction during the Civil War.

Take in a museum.

There are a few museums to visit in
Rockingham County. The Museum
of American Jewelry Design & Man-
ufacturing in downtown Harrison-
burg includes Industrial Age designs,

Flowers and Fun

Redbud Festival

This arts and crafts festival is the
spring equivalent of the town's autumn
Dayton Days event. It takes place in
downtown Dayton and features craft
vendors, food, “ducky races” and live
music. Visitors can also get a free
redbud sapling and a free horse-drawn
carriage ride.

The Redbud Festival, scheduled for
Saturday, April 26, from10a.m.to 4
p.m., is on College Street in downtown
Dayton. Parkingis available in the
Koogler Field at the corner of College
Street and Eberly Road for $5, and lim-
ited free parking is available at Wilbur
Pence Middle School.

The Ducky Races are an annual tra-
dition at the Redbud Festival. You can
pick out your duck ahead of the festival

at some Dayton businesses or pur-
chase yours at the town information
booth at Dove Park on the day of the
festival. The races will begin at Cook’s
Creek Park at 1p.m. Visit daytonva.us.

Massanutten ValleyFest

The Massanutten resort’s annual
beer and wine festival will be held May
24 from11:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

In addition to adult beverages, the
event features food and live music.
The wine list, beer list and band lineup
will be announced on Massanutten’s
website once the event gets closer. The
event is for a good cause — a portion of
the proceeds will go toward initiatives
sponsored by local rotary clubs. The
resort is at 1822 Resort Drive in Mas-
sanutten. For more information, visit
massresort.com.

tools, machinery and more. People
visiting can learn about the processes
of craft and the history of an industry
— maybe even while creating their
own souvenir. Call 540-574-4306.

A short distance away from the
jewelry museum is the Valley Turn-
pike Museum, in the Hardesty-Hig-
gins House downtown. Visitors can
relive the history of settlement in the
Shenandoah Valley as the museum
explores the history of the road,
now known as U.S. Highway 11. It
provided a major artery for explo-
ration and settlement. The road was
called the Avenue of Invasion during
the Civil War and provided a north-
south corridor for troop and artillery
movements. Call 540-432-8935.

And, just north of that, on U.S. High-
way 11, is the Explore More Discovery
Museum. The museum uses interac-
tive, multi-sensory learning experi-
ences that help children understand
themselves and the world. The muse-
um is all about the Shenandoah Valley
community, according to its website.
Call 540-442-8900.

. F\LE PHOTO
The Edith J. Carrier Arboretum in
Harrisonburg is open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
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Together, we'll unlock your brand'’s
potential to drive more revenue.

@ OGDEN DIGITAL

At the heart of it, your story deserves to be told with as much passion as you've lived it.

CONTACT US FOR ALL YOUR MARKETING NEEDS.
Ogden-Digital.com || info@ogden-digital.com
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WE LEARN THROU —

Winchester, VA 22601
(540) 722-2020

DISCOVERYMUSEUM.NET

Visit our website for
current hours.

SHENANDOAH VALLEY

DISCOVERY

@e),
... Stop in for Travel information . 3... Sta
VIRGINIA  The Edinburg Millisa Certified s CULTURy, eat & shop!
IS FOR Virginia Visitor Center RESTAURANT The Edinburg Mill Restaurant
LO.EFS Check with us for maps, books and information il
about local places, area hiking and events. 3| Mill is charming. The old
il timbers and rock walls
transport you back to the

2... Come & Explore!

The museum at the1848 Edinburg Mill is a treasure-trove
of Route 11 memorabilia, antiques, old equipment
and tools, as well as exhibits featuring Civil War an e
history, the nation’s first (CC camp, the farming 7W 4
community and so much more! Exhibits are 7 #
constantly updated so there’s always
something new to discover. W OO
Learn the fascinating story of how the Mill

survived Sheridan’s fires during the Civil War
and be sure to keep an eye out for our

origins of a working mill

and best of all, the chefs are
dedicated to good food and fresh local products.
Check hours @ v, w/inﬁwgnuﬂ(rcs?&umﬂ.‘ com

The Museum
Gift Shop

Lots of interesting
collectibles, books

resident ghost, the mischevious Frankie. w:::::glelx::l
Farst jloor Visilor Cedtter/shap is gpen To The public. J’ needto i
Admission To [loors 2 &3 museum a/:‘s/)&rgs, dondgion ¥ 2 dood alass of
83. Includes a sham’ng of The film “The Burning.” g hid
Elevaror available. wine. L y{’

1:30-6:30
= .3
Chamber

www.edinburgmill.com [l 540-984-8400 . 214 South Main Street, Edinburg VA

The &/fnhmg f/ew‘@e Foundifion and The Town of Mhéwj
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Places to Kindle Romance

By Laura Rusy
omance, like love, is in the eye
Rof the beholder. Front Royal and
Warren County have some-
thing for every couple — no matter
your love language.

There’s nothing like deepening your
love through shared experiences.
Some of these adventures will get your
blood pumping, while others give you
time to slow down, soak up the scen-
ery and enjoy time with your love.

Make it a date to remember with

a skydive at Skydive Front Royal.
With stunning views of the Blue
Ridge Mountains and Shenandoah
River, this is an adventure that takes
you out of your comfort zone to
make lifelong memories.

229 Stokes Airport Road, Front Royal

540-935-3279

skydivefrontroyal.com

Take in the blooming spring
scenery, explore a hiking trail or
the nearby river and snap a photo to
remember your visit to Cullers Over-
look at the Shenandoah River State
Park. Hiking options abound for all
skill levels — or you can reach the
overlook by car for a more leisurely
outing.
293 Daughter of the Stars Drive,
Bentonville
540-622-6840
dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/
shenandoah-river

Fall in love with the charm and
history of Front Royal with a
tour of the Warren Heritage Society
sites. Tours are available for the three
historical buildings on site, which
tell the stories of a Confederate spy,
area families and many facets of local
history.
101 Chester St., Front Royal
540-636-1446
warrenheritagesociety.org

certified instructor, as shown above.

Couples who make art together
stay together. Check out Stone
Branch Center for the Arts for its
many creative outlets. Or simply en-
joy the work of talented area artists.
114 E. Main St., Front Royal
540-418-1407
stonebranchartscenter.com

After a day of exploring, relax and
enjoy a top-notch, handcrafted
cocktail at The Catamount Lounge.
The cozy cocktail bar is perfect for
sharing an appetizer and raising a
glass. The lounge also hosts local mu-
sic and comedic entertainment.
124 E. Main St., Front Royal
540-551-3058
thecatamountlounge.com

COURTESY PHOTO

Make lasting memories skydiving. Although you jump out of the plane at the same time, each person jumps with a

RICH COOLEY

Enjoy a fun cocktail together at the Catamount Lounge, where the Space Oddity
features Hendricks gin, soju, cucumber syrup, lime juice and orange bitters.
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By Laura Rusy

estled in the Blue Ridge

Mountains along the

Shenandoah River, the

town of Front Royal offers
a great escape from the busyness of
Northern Virginia and from the stress
of the work week. And, what better
way to relax than over a long, leisurely,
well-prepared brunch with friends?
Whether you're relaxing after a morn-
ing outing or fueling for an afternoon
adventure, the slow pace of brunch is
the perfect activity for any weekend.

Houlihan’s
Just north of Front Royal, Hou-

lihan's restaurant is attached to the
DoubleTree by Hilton, making Sunday
brunch ultra-convenient for guests.
Brunch runs from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on
Sunday. Houlihan's has all of your favor-
ites — from smoked salmon Benedict
and chicken and waffles to mimosas and
build-your-own Bloody Marys.

101 Hospitality Drive, Front Royal

540-631-3045

houlihans.com

Where to

By Laura RusBy

ront Royal is a fun and friendly

town — ideal for solo travelers.
Here are two spots to visit if you find
yourself exploring the area on your
own.

Samuels Public Library —
named Virginia Library of the
Year for 2024 — is home to a new
Makerspace and Memory Lab,
called Studio 330. The only one

N
o TR A

L
g;;.'m'.r‘"‘j;f 7 at

.

On Cue Sports Bar & Grill
Located in the heart of down-
town Front Royal, On Cue serves
brunch from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on
Sunday. In addition to traditional
brunch staples, the menu features

Go Solo

join a group to practice sewing or
embroidery. Of course, there are
plenty of spots to cozy up with a
good book and enjoy time alone.
The library is at 330 E. Criser
Road.

For solo hikers on the Appa-
lachian Trail, a stop at Basecamp
Front Royal is an opportunity for
a hot shower and access to laun-
dry facilities. Located adjacent to

L
. Ol

COURTESY PHOTO

pancake tacos — buttermilk tacos
stuffed with sausage links, scram-
bled eggs and maple syrup — and a
breakfast burger with hash browns,
a fried egg, gravy, cheddar cheese,
bacon and savvy sauce. A selection

"

For the Love of Brunch!

The Bloody Marys at On Cue Sports
Bar & Grill come with outrageous
garnishes like sliders and shrimp.

of Bloody Marys, each piled high with
food on a skewer — think fried shrimp
or mini bacon, egg and cheese sliders
— makes for a special Sunday meal.
206 E. Main St., Front Royal
540-636-8424
oncuesportsbarandgrill.com

3L’Dees Pancake House

L'Dees Pancake House serves
breakfast and lunch all day, every day
Wednesday through Sunday, making
it the perfect place to build your own
brunch whenever the urge strikes. The
diner serves a full menu of pancakes,
French toast, and omelets, along with
daily specials that include fresh-made
quiche. If youre leaning more toward
lunch, check out the burgers, salads
or subs.

522 E. Main St., Front Royal

540-635-3791

Ideespancakehouse.com

Vibrissa Beer and Mountain Trails

at 122 Main St., the free facility Studio 330 includes a turntable, CD, cassette and radio that has the ability

also offers a boot dryer, lockers and g record to a USB drive. The space also has sewing, weaving and embroidery

a bathroom. Gear, food and drink  machines alongside high-tech equipment like a laser cutter, sublimation printer,
are available nearby. flatbed scanner, large and small sized Cricuts and 3D printers.

in the Shenandoah Valley, the
library’s Studio 330 helps visitors
create whatever their heart desires.
Learn how to operate a glow forge
or a sublimation machine — or

RICH COOLEY
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G LIVE [Dc NEWS NOW ®: 42°

NEWS WEATHER TRAFFIC SPORTS

STAY INFORMED

ONTHE LATESTDMV:NEWS = Dc
\ . | NEWS Now

m T
I'raffic Weather
TOP NEWS HEADLINES { Y A 7Day Forocast  Hourly Forecast
“No survivors’ after
B belicopter collide L d " -
50° /43" 55" /43 4jme ATTTA0C B
- ‘.-nr..:pm

American Airlines CEO shares
R4 video siatement after crash

» [ What are the deadliest plane

28" crashes in US history?
Maare, Youngkis
nm':ﬁ pumm

h) R‘ﬂlbl icans keave Florida
v 4] frustrated with lack of final ...

DCNEWSNOW
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CELEBRATING 98 YEARS OF
TRADITION AND COMMUNITY

This year marks the 98th anniversary of the Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival®. In the
spring of 1924, with support from the Shenandoah Valley Travel Association, the City of Winchester
enthusiastically hosted the first festival on May 3rd. The

event was created to honor those in the apple industry and
showcase the northern part of the valley. Originally, it was a
one-day celebration welcoming the arrival of the pink and white
apple blossoms that covered the Valley’s agricultural landscape,

while also recognizing the economic importance they brought. Apple blossoms

“have remained a key part of Winchester’s agricultural heritage. Over the years,
with backing from the Virginia Tourism Corporation, the festival has blossomed
into a 10-day celebration filled with events. While it has evolved since 1924,
we continue to cherish traditions such as the Coronation of Queen Shenandoah,
parades, dances, dinners, and luncheons.

Today, the Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival® has grown into a 10-day celebration featuring more than 50 events,
ensuring there’s something for everyone. This year, we're excited to introduce 3 new events: the Apple Blossom
Airshow, the Family Fun Party and the Blossom Artisan & Faire. Each year, over 200,000 attendees from around

: the world come to experience all that Winchester has to offer. Festival-goers
might even encounter nationally recognized figures from the entertainment and
sports industries who attend the festival as honored guests. But the spotlight
isn’t just for celebrities; the festival also celebrates local civic groups, schools,
charities, and volunteers. We're especially grateful to the more than 2,000 local
volunteers whose dedication has helped make the festival the grand event it is
today. The Shenandoah Apple Blossom Festival® is a vital economic engine for
the community, generating an estimated
$10 million in impact. Beyond boosting
business revenue, the festival also
creates opportunities for local charities to
fundraise by selling parade seating, food vending and much more. As a 501(c)(3)
nonprofit, the festival directly raises funds for local causes and indirectly supports
fundraising efforts for many other charities through its 10-day celebration. We
hope to see you there as we celebrate 98 years of fun and tradition!

Join us from Friday, April 25th to Sunday, May 4th, 2025, for one of our fifty-
plus events that are perfect for you and your family! For updated information visit
WWW.THEBLOOM.COM

VIRGINIA
ISFOR  VA250
LOWERS

Shenandoah Apple Blossom

WWW.THEBLOOM.COM  @0fficialSABF ()
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HARNESS RACING

SheraNpoan at Shenandoah Downs

TEN YERRS  oori nice season: apm. 26- unes

FALL RACE SEASON: SEPT. 13 - OCT. 26

4 2016 - 2025

» Enjoy 12 races every Saturday & Sunday afternoon from 1:00 - 4:30 PM

« Wagering on all races - Win, Place, Show, Exacta, Trifecta & Superfecta

« Fun promotions every race day!

« Located at the Shenandoah County Fairgrounds in Woodstock, VA I-81, Exit 283

» Bet thoroughbred racing Triple Crown simulcasts at Shenandoah Downs
Kentucky Derby (May 3), Preakness (May 17) & Belmont (June 7)

v = P

" FREE PARKING - FREE ADMISSION - FAMILY FRIENDLY

For details, visit shenandoahdowns.com




