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FRIENDS OF FLIGHT 93

NATIONAL MEMORIAL

Visit Today to
Experience the

Flight 93 Story!
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DRAWING INSPIRATION FROM PENNSYLVANIA'S

Laurel nghlands

BY LAUREN LAROCCA
LLAROCCA@N EWS POST.COM

-CﬁgRTESIY PHOTO
| “Mantyla exterio

A visit to Frank Lloyd Wright's masterpieces
and the wild landscape they were born from.
It's often said that walking through a Frank
Lloyd Wright house is like walking through a
work of art. That's true. But after experiencing
his homes firsthand, I'd describe it differently.

It felt like walking through the wilderness.
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Not just because of the obvious connection to the
natural world found in his materials - stone, cop-
per, wood - but because it brings the same delight
of discovering a waterfall or turning a corner to find
an unexpected vista; noticing the way branches and
stone frame a view; walking a tight path between
boulders or through thick brush, only to exhale
when they open to a wide field of sunlight and sky.

All of these elements are reflected in his work. His
“compression and release” method moves you
from narrow hallways and low ceilings to grand,
wide-open spaces. His small bedrooms and pri-
vate studies feel like sheltering caves. Stone floors
anchor you to the earth. Wooden ceilings draw
the warmth of the forest canopy inside. Natural
light moves through the rooms the way it moves
through trees, shifting with the hour and season. A
Wright house feels like a living thing.

Wright called his approach “organic architecture,”
and he was developing these ideas in the late
1800s, long before sustainability became a design
conversation - and all while waging a very public
war against the American Institute of Architects.
He designed each of his houses to be a natural
part of the landscape rather than a separate object
within it.

“If the thing is successful ... you can’t imagine that
house anywhere but right where it is,” Wright said
in an NBC televised interview when he was 83.
Asked about Fallingwater, perhaps his most fa-
mous building, he said, “The site determined the
features and character of the house.”

The mountains, forests and rushing streams of the
Laurel Highlands weren't just backdrop for the
work of one of the 20th century’s greatest archi-
tects but its raw material. It's where Wright found
inspiration for and built Fallingwater.

This region spans 3,000 square miles of Appala-
chian ridges in southwestern Pennsylvania, about
an hour southeast of Pittsburgh. It sits notably
higher than the surrounding lowlands, which is
part of why the light behaves the way it does, why
the hemlocks grow so dense, and why the air feels
different.

The Laurel Highlands include three counties:
Somerset, Westmoreland and Fayette, each with
its own character. Westmoreland is home to the
quaint borough of Ligonier, its reconstructed
18th-century Fort Ligonier and the Westmoreland
Museum of American Art. In Somerset County, the
ski mountains rise, with Seven Springs Mountain
Resort at nearly 3,000 feet altitude and Hidden
Valley Resort offering a quieter, more intimate
alternative nearby.

Fayette is Wright country.

While Fallingwater gets most of the limelight,
three additional Wright homes are open for tours
in the region - Mintyld, Duncan and Kentuck
Knob - and two of them even allow you to spend
the night there.

COURTESY PHOTOS FROM POLYMATH PARK
TOP: Duncan House living space. MIDDLE:
Méntyla Interior. BOTTOM: Mantyla living space.
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A Wright
house feels like

a living thing.”

LAUREN LAROCCA ON HER EXPERIENCE STAYING IN
& EXPLORING FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT'S HOMES
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SLEEPING IN AFRANKLLOYD WRIGHT
HOME

Imagine waking before dawn to find the walls of your
room transformed into rows of rectangular windows
glowing a cool, even blue - less like windows, more
like an art installation - then waking a couple hours
later to golden morning sun revealing the surround-
ing forest, close and dense and awake.

If you've ever fantasized about the singular ex-
perience of waking up in a Frank Lloyd Wright
house, Polymath Park grants that wish. The private
preservation effort, owned and operated by Tom
and Heather Papanchak, allows visitors to tour
Wright's Méntyld and Duncan houses among its
130 acres of forest - and spend the night in one.
The park began when the Papanchaks purchased
land that already contained two houses designed
by Peter Berndtson, one of Wright’s apprentices,
and has since grown into a sanctuary for architec-
turally significant homes threatened by demolition
or encroachment.

I visited in April and stayed at Wright's Duncan
House, originally designed in 1957 for a family in
Lisle, Illinois. Fifty years later, rather than see it
demolished, preservationists dismantled it piece
by piece - cataloging every nut, bolt, window, door
and roof tile before shipping it to Pennsylvania
and rebuilding it in the mountains.

I noticed details - the old-fashioned knobs on the
bathroom sink, the scent of minerals in the water
while taking a shower - that just don’t come across
in a house tour, much less a YouTube video. I
could sense firsthand how the house doesn’t end
so much as dissolve into the woods. At night, so
dark, so quiet - no WiFi, just woods. The stay took
me back to a simpler time, to when the house was
actually built and lived in. I browsed books on the
coffee table in the evening and watched birds and
chipmunks outside. I wandered onto the back
patio to see the stars after it got dark, and then I
got into my pajamas and got into bed ... in a Frank
Lloyd Wright house. Going to bed is such a personal,



private time, so there was something special about doing it in a
place like this.

Seeing the stone fireplace and Wright’s signature wall of wooden
storage cabinets was impressive, but standing at the kitchen sink
and looking out the window at the front yard, brushing my teeth
and getting into bed in the master bedroom, waking and taking
a shower while watching the wooded backyard fade to steamy
windows gave me the experience of what it would be like to ac-
tually live there. It felt more like a home and less like a museum.

Just a short drive down a gravel road through the woods from
Duncan sits Méantyld, Finnish for “among the pines” The house
was originally built in Duluth, Minnesota, and relocated to Poly-
math Park in 2019 after its peaceful surroundings were overtaken
by commercial development.

If Duncan introduced me to Wright’s domestic warmth, Mantyla
delivered his full architectural drama. The compression and re-
lease felt even more pronounced here - an 18-inch-wide hallway
leads to a small, solitary study, dark and cave-like, before the
house opens unexpectedly into light. Wright’s attention to detail
is everywhere: the color palette, the proportions, the way each
room feels considered rather than constructed.

When relocating each house, the Polymath Park team was careful
to orient them to the sun exactly as Wright had intended - a detail
Wright himself would never have permitted anyone to overlook.

Polymath Park also includes two houses designed by Berndtson,
open to tours and overnight stays. Onsite, TreeTops Restaurant
offers an experience as unique as the architecture surrounding it:
private treehouse-style dining pods perched in the woods, set apart
from an indoor dining room and patio, with a chef-driven menu
that integrates local ingredients and changes with the seasons.

COURTESY PHOTO FROM THE WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA CONSERVANCY
Fallingwater, classic view from the SW elevation

FALLINGWATER

Chestnut Ridge connects Kentuck Knob with the real thing -
the famed Fallingwater, a UNESCO World Heritage Site that
draws around 140,000 visitors a year. Designed in 1935 for Edgar
Kaufmann Sr. and his family, owners of Pittsburgh’s Kaufmann'’s
Department Store, Fallingwater is Wright's most widely
acclaimed work and the fullest expression of his organic archi-
tecture philosophy.

Quick Guide to the

THINGS TO DO

Fallingwater, Kentuck Knob & Polymath
Park - Each offers a variety of tour pack-
ages, where a guide will walk you through
a Frank Lloyd Wright home and tell the
stories behind each detail. Fallingwater:
Tours run daily except Wednesdays and
must be reserved in advance. For a deep-
er experience, the In-Depth Guided Tour
grants access to additional spaces not
included in the standard tour. Polymath
Park: Thursday through Tuesday tours
range from a one-hour walk through the
Duncan House and Méntyla to an immer-
sive evening that pairs a two-house tour
with dinner in one of the forest dining
pods. Kentuck Knob requires reservations
at kentuckknob.com.

Drive historic roads - Route 30, aka the
old Lincoln Highway and one of America’s
first transcontinental roads, traces the rid-
gelines through small towns that still carry
the atmosphere of an earlier era. The
Lincoln Highway Experience Museum in
Latrobe is billed as the largest museum in
America dedicated to the story of the first
coast-to-coast highway. Route 40, the old
National Road, offers a parallel journey
through the southern portion of

the region, passing the historic
Stone House Inn and deliv-
ering sweeping views.

Learn local history -
Fort Ligonier, a recon-
structed 1758 British
fort in the town of Li-
gonier, tells the story
of the French and Indi-
an War. The Somerset His-
torical Center in Somerset
serves as the region’s rural
heritage museum, with a
log farm, a covered bridge,
a cider press and a Pennsylvania Maple
Museum on the grounds.

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS/
JEFF KUBINA

Fort Ligonier
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Outdoor adventures - Rent rafts, kayaks
and bikes at Ohiopyle Trading Post and
River Tours. For guided whitewater trips,
Wilderness Voyageurs and White Water
Adventurers both operate out of Ohio-
pyle. Or bike the Great Allegheny Passage
from Cumberland to Pittsburgh.

Skiing - Seven Springs Mountain Resort
in Champion is the region's largest
four-season resort, with a spa, multiple
dining options and kid-friendly activities.
Its neighboring Hidden Valley Resort is
a more intimate alternative, particularly
popular with families learning to ski. In
warmer months, both resorts transition
to hiking, biking and resort activities.

Explore Pennsylvania’s largest cave -
Laurel Caverns in Farmington offers guid-
ed tours and is a reliable rainy-day option
for families.

DINING

Twisted Spoke Cafe - A casual stop in
Ohiopyle favored by cyclists and river-go-
ers coming off the GAP trail or the Yough.
724-329-1122; gettwistedohiopyle.com

Falls Market Restaurant & Inn — A family-
riendly spot in Ohiopyle serving
straightforward American food,
with rooms available up-
stairs for overnight stays.
724-329-4973;
fallsmarketinn.com

Falls City Pub &
Restaurant - Just steps
from the river in Ohio-
pyle, Falls City serves clas-
sic burgers and sandwich-
es, perfect for refueling after a
day on the water. 724-329-
3000; fallscitypub.com

Bittersweet Cafe - Tucked
in the woods of Farmington, this farm-
to-table cafe built on a family's love of



Laurel Highlands

local food serves specialty coffee, fresh
pastries and dishes made from locally
raised meats and produce. 724-329-
4411; bittersweetfresh.com

HillBilly's Pub & Grub,

3531 PA-31, Donegal - .-

A convenient roadside
stop between Seven
Springs and Ohiopyle,
serving hearty Amer-
ican fare - burgers,
meatloaf, potroast-ina
fun, two-level space with
acasualdownstairsdining
room and a full pub up-
stairs. Try their fried green
tomatoes.  724-623-3585;
hillbillysgrubnpub.com

Out of the Fire Cafe - This

Donegal spotis celebrated forits smoked
salmon and its charming patio made for
watching sunsets. 724-259-8887;
outofthefirecafe.com

Braddock’s Restaurant & Tavern - A
mountaintop stop on U.S. Route 40 serv-
ing comfort food, weekly specials and
Sunday brunch, with live music and a
popular barbecue shack. 724-329-5508;
braddocksinn.com

Historic Stone House Restaurant &
Inn - Elevated dining in a landmark
1822 inn along the National Road in
Farmington, convenient to Fallingwater,
Kentuck Knob and Ohiopyle. 724-329-
8876; stonehouseinn.com

TreeTops Restaurant at Polymath
Park - The most distinctive dining expe-
rience in the Highlands, with gourmet
meals served in private pods suspended
in the forest canopy. Brunch, tapas,
lunch and dinner options available, plus
an outdoor bar and pizza oven. Reserva-
tions required. 877-833-7829; treetops-
restaurant.net

PHOTO BY LAUREN LAROCCA
HillBilly’s fried
green tomatoes

STAY OVERNIGHT
The Ohiopyle Suites — A convenient
motel in the heart of Ohiopyle, steps
from the river, the GAP trail and every
outfitter in town. Free break-
fast daily, communal fire
pit, dog-friendly. 724-
329-8850;  yough
plazamotel.com

Wright at Polymath
Park - The buck-
et- list  option:
spend the night in
an authentic Frank
Lloyd Wright-designed
home and wake up
surrounded by iconicarch-
itecture and forest views.
877-833-7829; frankl-
loydwrightovernight.net

Historic Stone House Restaurant & Inn -
A preferred hotel of Timber Rock Amphi-
theater and a short drive from Falling
water and Kentuck Knob, featuring
Victorian-style rooms in Farmington.
724-329-8876; stonehouseinn.com

Nemacolin - The region’s ultra-luxury re-
sortin Farmington, with AAA Five Diamond
properties, two championship golf courses,
afull spa and endless curated experiences.
877-864-9765; nemacolin.com

Seven Springs Mountain Resort -
400-plus hotel rooms and its own din-
ing, spa and entertainment onsite. 814-
352-7777; Tsprings.com

Lodge at Chalk Hill - A relaxing lakeside
retreat on 37 acres near Ohiopyle, with sce-
nic mountain views, bike rentals and year-
round access to wineries and historic sites.
724-438-8880; thelodgeatchalkhill.com

For vacation rentals near Ohiopyle - from
treehouses to riverside cabins — check
Discover Ohiopyle, Vacation Ohiopyle
and Wilderness Voyageurs.

COURTESY PHOTO FROM THE WESTERN PENNSYLVANIA CONSERVANCY
Fallingwater, view of living room.

What makes the commission particularly fascinating is that Edgar
Kaufmann Jr. was himself a Wright apprentice before his parents hired
the architect - meaning Wright was building for a family that already
understood, from the inside, exactly what he was trying to do.

The house that resulted has been called America’s greatest
building, and the designation feels earned. Wright didn’t want
the Kaufmanns to look out at their favorite waterfall; he wanted
them to live with it. He positioned the structure directly over
Bear Run, its terraces above the rushing water in a feat of
engineering that still mystifies nearly 100 years later. The stone
hearth in the living room erupts from the floor like an outcrop-
ping of the bedrock beneath it.

But it's the water that commands everything. Bear Run drops
roughly nine meters over natural rock ledges beneath the
house, and Wright designed the space so that its sound fills
every room - a constant, living presence. A hatch door in the
living room floor opens to a suspended stairway that descends
directly to the stream, ending at a small rectangular plunge
pool at water level, where the Kaufmanns could step out of
their living room and into the current. Bear Run flows year-
round, which means Fallingwater is never quite still.

KENTUCK KNOB
While the Duncan and Méntyld houses were brought to the
landscape, Kentuck Knob was born from it.

Kentuck Knob feels like a house someone actually lived in -
because the Hagan family did, for decades. It’s intimate, warm.
A hexagonal Usonian design tucked into a mountaintop, with
sweeping views that overlook the Youghiogheny River Gorge,
the house was built from the land beneath it, its sandstone
cut directly from the property. The roof is composed of 9,000
pounds of copper, weathered now to a green patina.

Inside, compression and release plays out again - the house
draws you through toward the great room, where carved wood-
en skylights extend across the length of the ceiling, casting
hexagram shapes of sunlight across the stone floor below. That
same stone floor, incidentally, is used at Fallingwater. A long
built-in bench couch runs along one wall - a signature Wright
motif, seen also at Méntyla - designed to keep seating low and
horizontal. One of the more quietly surprising details is the
master bedroom, where two twin beds sit side by side rather
than one large bed. Wright believed a single large bed dominat-
ed a room’s visual field; two smaller ones placed together drew
the eye elsewhere and let the room speak as a whole.

Outside, 75,000 trees were planted on the property, and a sculp-
ture garden winds through the grounds, artworks folded into the
landscape the way Wright folded the house into it. The Hagan
family, who clearly absorbed something of Wright’s sensibility
during their decades there, called their outdoor water feature
their “little Fallingwater”
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IFYOU ONLY HAVE ONE DAY IN

PITTSBURGH

The Duquesne Incline - Take a ride on the 150-year-
old incline that climbs Mount Washington to get a
classic Pittsburgh skyline panorama.

Mount Washington overlook - Grandview Avenue,
along the ridge above the incline, is worth a stop -
especially at night, when the whole city and all its
bridges are lit up below.

Point State Park & the confluence - Where the Al-
legheny and Monongahela join to form the Ohio
River, and where it becomes easy to understand why
both the French and the British were willing to go to
war over this particular piece of ground.

Andy Warhol Museum - Seven floors devoted to
Pittsburgh’s most famous native son, with a collection
deep enough that even visitors who think they know
Warhol will leave understanding him more fully.

Phipps Conservatory and Botanical Gardens - A
stunning Victorian glass greenhouse in Oakland with
stunning seasonal displays.

Children’s Museum of Pittsburgh - Rated No. 2 in the
country by USAToday in 2025, and housed in a repur-
posed post office that is itself part of the experience.

PNC Park - One of the best stadium settings in base-
ball, with the Pittsburgh skyline framing the outfield
and the Roberto Clemente Bridge.

The Strip District - Pittsburgh’'s market and ware-
house neighborhood (best on a Saturday morning),
with produce vendors, fish markets, pierogies and
excellent coffee.

The Cathedral of Learning, University of Pittsburgh -
A 42-story Gothic skyscraper housing 30 Nationality
Rooms, each decorated by a different immigrant
community, builtduring the Depression with pennies
donated by Pittsburgh schoolchildren.

INTO THE WILD

Fallingwater’s Bear Run feeds into the great
Youghiogheny River. Follow the water down-
stream and the wilderness Wright was chan-
neling indoors spills back out into the open.

If the Wright houses bring the outside in,
Ohiopyle sends you back out.

Ohiopyle State Park is built
around the Yough - spec-
ifically the Lower Yough,
which American White-
water has called the best-
known whitewater run in
the eastern U.S. The river
is the organizing fact of
the place. Multiple out-
fitters operate in the tiny
town, offering white-water
rafting, kayaking and tub-
ing. The biggest draws are on
the water, but the surrounding
trails, fishing holes and bike paths
mean you can spend days here without
repeating yourself.

The Great Allegheny Passage cuts right through
Ohiopyle - 150 miles of path connecting
Cumberland to Pittsburgh. So you can enter
the wilderness on foot, on a bike or in a raft.

The Yough makes a sharp horseshoe bend
through town, and within that curve sits Fern-
cliff Peninsula, a 100-acre National Natural
Landmark where the river’s tight turn cre-
ates its own warmer microclimate, allowing
wildflowers and ancient ferns more common
to Southern regions to take root alongside
200-year-old hemlocks.

In the early 1950s, Edgar Kaufmann Sr. - yes,
the Fallingwater Kaufmann - purchased the
land and donated it to the Western Pennsylva-
nia Conservancy, which eventually helped to
establish Ohiopyle State Park. The foundations
of the old hotel are still visible, if you know
where to look.
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PHOTOS BY LAUREN LAROCCA

TOP: Ohiopyle inside visitor center. CIRCLE: Ohiopyle — Cucumber Falls.

The Visitor Center is worth a stop, if only for the
glass-walled room overlooking Ohiopyle Falls -
wide open, above the water, with broad views
upstream and downstream. A geological and
cultural history exhibition on the lower level
adds context to everything you've just seen in
the area.

Cucumber Falls, an easy nearby hike,
offers a whole different experience.
The 36-foot bridal veil waterfall
is tucked into the forest on
Cucumber Run, quieter and
more intimate than the main
falls. Follow the trail farther
and it leads to the Yough
itself, and this area, too, is
often less crowded than the
park’s main access points.

Ohiopyle manages to feel both
wild and welcoming - the same

quality I'd ascribe to Wright’s hous-
es. During my time here, I understood
how the wilderness and the architecture are in
continual conversation.

You might visit this area to see the famous Fall-
ingwater, but you'll also find a wild river that’s
been running for centuries - or vice versa.

It’s a place of stone - Ohiopyle’s riverbed visible
in the rapids and falls, the sandstone at the
Duncan House harvested from the property,
the dry-stack masonry at Kentuck Knob, the
hearth at Fallingwater erupting from the earth
like the bedrock it sits on.

A place of wood - the forest canopy of hemlock
and oak, whether you're hiking to Cucumber
Falls or walking the path to Kentuck Knob.

And a wilderness of running streams - Falling-
water’s Bear Run flowing into the Youghiogheny
River, which carves the gorge that Kentuck
Knob overlooks and runs through Ohiopyle
like a story waiting to be discovered.



A REGION THAT SHAPED A NATION

Few places in America carry the weight of history the way the Laurel
Highlands does. The story of the nation’s founding runs directly
through this landscape - from Fort Necessity, where a 22-year-old
George Washington commanded his first battle in 1754 and set
in motion the conflict that would eventually lead to American
independence, to Fort Ligonier, where Washington survived
a harrowing friendly fire incident that the fort’s museum now
commemorates in a dedicated gallery.

At Historic Hanna's Town in Greensburg, settlers issued the
Hanna’s Town Resolves in 1775, a declaration of liberty published
more than a year before the Declaration of Independence.

As the country marks its 250th anniversary, communities across
the Laurel Highlands are celebrating with festivals, performances,
living history reenactments and special exhibits. A full calendar
of regional America’s 250th events is at golaurelhighlands.com/
america250PA.

FLIGHT 93 NATIONAL MEMORIAL

In Somerset County, one of the nation’s most moving memorials
stands on the quiet field where passengers and crew of United
Airlines Flight 93 brought down a hijacked plane on Sept. 11, 2001,
preventing a further attack on the nation’s capital. The Memorial
Plaza features a 40-stone Wall of Names and a 17-ton boulder
marking the impact site. The Tower of Voices - a 93-foot-tall struc-
ture fitted with 40 wind chimes, one for each life lost - rises nearby,
its sound carrying across the open landscape. In 2026, the
memorial will host a yearlong series of programs culminating
in the 25th anniversary ceremony on Sept. 11, expected to draw
national dignitaries, surviving family members and media from
around the world. Free admission. 814-893-6322; nps.gov/flni.

\\\ ‘\\\L L W
\

WIKIMEDIA COMMONSAA
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Natlonal Memorial in Stonycreek Towsship, Somerse
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MOUNTAINEER

POPCORN

CORPORATE EVENTS | FUNDRAISERS
BIRTHDAYS | WEDDINGS | SHOWERS
THANK YOU GIFTS & MORE!

Come Visit Us or
Have A popcorn 4
Adventure pelivere

102 E. German St., Shepherdstown 851 E. Moler Ave., Martinsburg

mﬂa@ﬂwwmwma/zcohlb com 681-283-7900

WWALAUS MOUNTAINEERPOPCORN COM

"TRAIL TOWN

MARYLAND

Between Staunton & Harriso

Meadowlark Ridge is
the perfect home base for
exploring the central

Shenandoah Valley. Meadowlark /e'c/ge
/

Bed & Breakfast

156 Dividing Ridge Rd., Mt. Solon, VA 22843 VIEG(IDI?QI\A
540-466-1588 | www.meadowlarkridge.com LOVERS

“d: Ak, /f Yy

Po[w)dc /?w%

&Weyfma Memotiat Solurk Pud Foidinats and Events

Ozweﬁl/m //ato/g//

» Py of Conventent Perbing

(301) 678- 5622 | townofhancock org
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Fort Frederick State Park

A

For Revolutionary Experiences

off the Beaten Path,
visit Hagerstown & Washington County, MD

visithagerstown.com

LURAY CAVERNS

In Virginia's Shenandoah Valley

varmend _HAGERSTOWN =) Ml dres?

&Washington County
WASHINGTON WASHINGTON COUNTY, MD
COUNTY Convention and Visitors Bureau LurayCaverns.com
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Rotary

Club of Winchester, Virginia

i

ay21—25’~20

’E*Dj‘ HEALING FIELD®

OF HONOR
WINCHESTER, VAl 2026

This Memorial Day weekend over 800 flags will fly in solemn formation at Handley
High School. Dedicate a flag to a loved one, Veterans or local hero and the flag is yours
to keep. Join the community as we welcome skydivers, military flyover and patriotic
music, at the opening ceremony, May 21st, at 6pm. Visit the field of flags anytime this
Memorial Day weekend and attend the closing ceremony May 25th at 3pm. Limited
seating available, feel free to bring a chair. Event sponsorships available. Proceeds
benefit the community through the Winchester Rotary Charitable Foundation.

Presented by

NAVY &

FEDERAL
Credit Union

¢

JIN \f\

Sponsored by:

iHeart
MEDIA

~ WINCHESTER

WINCHESTER
FREDERICK COUNTY

VAZSO

SHENANDOAH COUNTRY ]

Go to website for Calendar of Events, Order a Flag or Sponsor

www.rotaryclubofwinchester.org or email healing-field@winchesterrotary.com
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TRAVEthe ROAD
no HISTORY'! 6TH ANNUAL

the Nafional Rond b PRIDE PICNIC
Discover the rich history of our nation’s first federally sponsored
highway, from Native American origins to the Interstate era! I N TH E P RK
Boonsboro Trolley Station Museum ‘ ‘

Ent iving trolley stati dl bout an electric rail
L oieion Countios inMarvianl SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 2026
The Maryland Historic National Road 1TAM - 4PM

Travel the 170 miles of historic and scenic byway in Maryland and
visit over 50 stops on the Maryland National Road Interpretive Trail.

BERKELEY SPRINGS STATE PARK

Located at 214 N. Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland

Visit NationalRdFoundation.org for hours and information.

Two Museums . . . ;
——\_0One State-Wide Adventure!

A FREE AND FAMILY=FRIENDLY EVENT

» music  games & activities ¢ craft vendors ¢ information booths ¢
« food trucks ¢ face painting « photo booth ¢ raffles e and more! ¢
@ BerkeleySpringsPride.org 0 BerkeleySpringsPride BerkeleySpringsWVPride

MESTEBJJ ulLFJMDDD%
cm nunnunmns

]1mmy Joy’s. Hancock, |
LOG CABIN INN *
e f —:~301-678-5670

STEAKHOUSE - CRABS - SEAFOOD - BAR & GRILL
Casual Dining in a Rustic Upscale Atmosphere
Wednesday R S We are also
thru Sunday AY?.E r:::b; ?gtfggay doing AYCE
Frosh = Al You Can Snow Crah
Maryland | Eat Maryland Legs T’;"'s"ay
gh::eﬁ:agls Blue Crabs Saturday,
y zen, _7
i 1/2 Bushel $3999 5-7:30
G &Bushel Recommended $49.99
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BY TABITHA JOHNSTON
TJOHNSTON@JOURNAL-NEWS.NET

The fun, the food and the family-
friendly activities of the Berkeley
County Youth Fair (BCYF) will
be returning for the 7%9th year
in a row to the region, at the
end of the summer.

g 3 : .
TOP: A family admires the view of the fairgrounds, from

e JOURNAL STAFF PHOTOS z o S s
one of the carnival rides. MIDDLE: A young boy holds onto the back of a
one of the rodeo competitions. BOTTOM: A bull attempts to buck a man off its back, during the rodeo, all taken at the 2025 Berkeley County Youth Fair.
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Affordable, family fun to be found
at Berkeley County Youth Fair

From Aug. 1-8, the BCYF will be held on its fairgrounds,
located at 2419 Golf Course Road in Martinsburg.
“This is the largest event in Berkeley County with
20,000 visitors annually,” said BCYF Executive Board
First Vice President Charlie Moore.

FAIR GROWTH

Moore noted that this year’s fair is expected to be big-
ger and better than ever, as it will showcase the work
and talents of the largest number of exhibitors, to-date.

“We have over 500 exhibitors, across all of our clubs:
the Boys & Girls Club; Girl Scouts; Scouting America;

"



Family, Career and Community Leaders of
America; Future Farmers of America; and
4-H,” Moore said, mentioning the greatest
exhibitor growth has been in the animal
husbandry realm. “Our barns are full. Last
year, we were just pens away from having
no more room in the pig barn. The beef and
dairy barns had very little extra room. The
goat barn was bursting out of its seams.”

FAIRGROUND EXPANSION

This year’s exhibitor registrations are in-
dicating that the upward trajectory in
exhibitors seen last year, was far from a
standalone occurrence. For this reason,
the BCYF Executive Board has engaged in
some serious conversations over the past
year, about the best way to expand the
fairground facilities.

“One of our buildings is needing a repair.
We are looking at possibly next year taking
our newest barn and extending that out,
to replace our older building,” Moore said,
noting the extension would end close to
the main exhibit hall. “We want it to be a
space that can be used year-round, not just
one week, to accommodate more events
that are being held on the fairgrounds.”

A definite timeline for making this update
has not been determined, however, as it
will depend entirely on grant funding and
support from the local community.

“We want to plan for the future and not
be overwhelmed in hard times. We want
the fairgrounds to be a viable place for
the community to gather” Moore said.
“The only way we will be able to do that,
is through community partnerships, fund-
raising and support from our local govern-
ment authorities.”

FAIR HISTORY & PURPOSE
Founded in 1949, the youth fair began as
a way for Berkeley County’s 4-H members
to present the results of their yearlong 4-H
projects to the public. It eventually was
expanded, to welcome participation from
youth ages five to 21, in clubs and organi-
zations across Berkeley County. Exhibitors
are held to rigorous project completion
standards, to encourage them to produce
their very best work for the fair. Those stan-
dards have been outlined by the BCYF and,
if not followed, will lead to them receiving
lesser ribbons and prize opportunities
than they might have otherwise received.

“Our fair provides excellent opportunities
for youth to discover their own potential,”
Moore said.

The purpose of the youth fair is twofold:
to promote awareness of and apprecia-
tion for agriculture in the general public
and to pass on the knowledge and love of

agriculture and agriculture-related-activi-
ties to the next generation. Moore himself
was molded by his childhood experienc-
es exhibiting at the fair - one of the main
reasons he has chosen to become so deep-
ly involved in it over the last few years, in
spite of his busy schedule as a full-time
farmer and senior master sergeant with
the 167th Airlift Wing of the West Virginia
Air National Guard. But as a father of two -
a 13-year-old daughter and 10-year-old
son - Moore sees it as his duty to ensure
the fair presents youth with the same
opportunities he once enjoyed, to make
wonderful, lasting memories and connect
on a deeper level with their community.

“The fair is very much a labor of love,’
Moore said. “There is true exhaustion at
the end of the week, but to see everybody
out there enjoying the projects and the
camaraderie in the barns, is so rewarding.”

This is the
largest event
in Berkeley
County.”

BCYF EXECUTIVE BOARD FIRSTVICE PRESIDENT
CHARLIE MOORE

FUTURE OF THE FAIR

As the BCYF Executive Board look toward
the future, they anticipate many challeng-
es, as well as opportunities, presented by
the rapid population growth in the area.
They recognize the sobering reality, that
a significant amount of farmland is being
lost, to build housing for this population.
At the same time, they believe this may
present the fair with the opportunity to
share the county’s agricultural heritage
with a greater number of people and to
increase the overall attendance of the fair.

“We have all of these new families that are
coming to the area that we want to get this
information to,” Moore said, noting the
fair has only raised its ticket prices once in
the last 30 years and has no plans to ever
increase them. “Our goal is to continue to
grow the crowds every year, to make the
fair into a hub for the community to gather,
one of the last weeks of the summer before
the kids head back off to school”

To learn more, visit berkeleycounty
youthfair.org.

Honoring 250th
Anniversary & Local
Patriot with Theme:

250

“Youth Strong, America Proud”

Longtime attendees of the Berkeley County
Youth Fair (BCYF) may recall how its Executive
Board has often infused a patriotic theme
into many of its events, highlighting how the
fair's agricultural focus is deeply connected
to the country's origin.

“Our country and our county were both built
on agriculture,” said BCYF Executive Board
First Vice President Charlie Moore. “This co-
untry was formed by farmers and pioneers -
regular Americans. Those people ensured
that we would have the freedom to do every-
thing we desired to do, within the bounds of
the law. Today, the fair serves as an opport-
unity to celebrate this foundation.”

The fair's events have, in the past, included
everything from horsesin red, white and blue
costumes to patriotic musical performances
on the BCYF amphitheater stage. Last year,
this was taken a step even further, with the
BCYF Executive Board planning the fair week
around the theme “Stars, Stripes and Youth
Fair Nights.” The theme of this year’s fair week
will be similar, to properly honor the 250th
anniversary of the United States’ founding.

“Our theme for this year’s fair will be, "Youth
Strong, America Proud,” Moore said.

In line with this theme and in honor of the
anniversary, patriotic emblems and colors
will be featured around the fairgrounds and
a 15" x 20" American flag will be displayed
high above the crowd, with a crane. Youth
will also be encouraged to use the theme
as inspiration for decorating their exhibits
with patriotic motifs and colors.
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INTERACTIVE ° TEAROOM
MURDER MYSTERY ’

DINNER THEATRE M3 & ” JOIN US FOR TEA

o : -] We'd love to have you at our tearoom to experience the

. . . British tradition of afternoon tea or stop by for desserts only.
Step into a night where the wine

flows, the laughter builds, and Other services include Private Dining for
someone won't make it to dessert. @ 9l perily; geiiheiing) @ & e
celebration with a variety of rental options and
customizable packages; we ensure your event
is seamless and memorable. Our catering
services provide a convenient and unique
solution for food and beverage needs at
various events. We offer an extensive menu
for pick up, delivery and full-service catering
where we bring the tea party to you.
Now you can enjoy the custom of afternoon
tea in your home or at your favorite venue.

At StageCoach Theatre, you're not
just watching the story... you're in it.

Perfect for date nights, getaways,
and unforgettable evenings out.

STAGECOACHTC.COM

W . VIRGINIA
NN B StageCoacy 7R

) THEATRE COMPANY
DC's Wine Country® 7\ 44}\ l.O E%

Our dedicated team is here to help you every step of the way

16 W Main St., Berryville, VA 22611

(540) 955-0832 ¢ theteacartva.com

19t June 5th-7th

|
Annuall  wastern Loudoun

WLAST G S e e e

Visit more than 40 artists in their
studios and at two welcoming arts
centers, watch them at work, enjoy
demonstrations, buy art and take in the
beautiful Loudoun countryside while
driving on this three-day self-guided
studio tour!

18 | DAY-TRIPPER: PLAN YOUR ADVENTURE NOW | SUMMER 2026 | Advertising supplement to Ogden Newspapers



TARARA SUMMER CONCE

BY KAREN GRAHAM
KGRAHAM@LOUDOUNTIMES.COM

For Bob and Gloria Serig of Myersville, Maryland,
the Tarara Summer Concert series in Lucketts
means picnic dinners under the stars, live music and
dancing with friends.

As season ticket holders, they drive 30 miles from
their home almost every Saturday during the
summer, with folding chairs and a wagon in tow.

“It’s an enjoyable routine and it’s always a fun time,’
Bob Serig said. “I'm always surprised by how much
talent is out there. And the bands come from all over
the country”

Bob, 80,and Gloria, 76, were originallydrawn to Tarara
in 1990 for its warm and hospitable atmosphere -
and the winery’s friendly owners, Margaret and
Whitie Hubert, who have since passed away, Bob
Serig said.

They would always look for Margaret Hubert at the
concerts, he said, and if she was there, they would be
sure to say hello.

While the concert series will continue in the summer
of 2026, this will be the last season, according to
Rusty Foster, owner of Bow Tie Strategies, who has
managed the events since 2016.

The 27th Annual Tarara Summer Concert series kicks
off May 23 with So Fetch, a band that plays favorite
hits from the 2000s. The series continues weekly until
Sept. 26.

Patrons can enjoy live music, local wine, beer and
cider; food and outdoor entertainment, Foster said.

Held at an amphitheater overlooking Shadow Lake,
the series showcases popular cover and tribute
bands.

“This is not just a concert series — it’s a summer
tradition that thousands look forward to each year’
Foster said. “We’re proud to continue producing this
incredible event.”

Foster says that 75% of concert patrons come from
outside Loudoun County. In 2025, people from 18
states and Canada were represented. Like Gloria
and Bob Serig, there are about 30 to 40 couples who
come to nearly every concert, he said.

“We get to really know them and their families and
they become our concert family,” Foster said. “We’ve
witnessed family events, engagements, you name it.
It's neat to see the evolution of things”

He said there is a running club that has been com-
ing for years, and a paddle board group that takes a

s

SUMMER SCHEDULE

May 23 - So Fetch! ("2000s)
May 30 - The New Romance ('80s)
June 6 - White Ford Bronco ('90s)
June 13 - 7 Bridges (Eagles)
June 20 - Delta Spur (Country)
June 27 - Groovalicious ('70s Disco)
Friday, July 3 - Stifler's Mom ('90s)
July 11 - The Bridge with Elizabeth’s Furnace
(Led Zeppelin & Rock)
July 18 - Turnstiles (Billy Joel)

July 25 - Jimmy Kenny & the Pirate Beach Band
(Jimmy Buffett, Kenny Chesney, Zac Brown Band)
August 1 - The Legwarmers ('80s)
August 8 - Slippery When Wet (Bon Jovi)
August 15 - The Seven Wonders
(Fleetwood Mac/Stevie Nicks)

August 22 - ESC4P3 (Journey)
August 29 - Gonzo's Nose (Hits)
September 5 - Super Trans AM with
The Darby Brothers ('70s Rock)
September 12 - Bad Animals (Heart)
September 19 - High Noon (Southern Rock)
September 26 - The Reflex ('80s)

FOR MORE INFORMATION, TICKETS, OR TO RESERVE PRIVATE TENTS, VISIT:

TARARACONCERTS.COM

RT SERIES TO KICK OFF FINAL SEASON MAY 23

shuttle to Point of Rocks, Maryland, and paddle
boards down to the concert.

New this year, Tarara has created partnerships with
the Hotel Burg, Waterford Reservations and the
Hilton Garden Inn in Ashburn with special rates to
encourage a weekend stay.

Bruster’s Real Ice Cream, a locally owned business,
will serve as the presenting partner and have an on-
site food truck throughout the 2026 season.

Each concert runs from 6 to 9:30 p.m., with gates
opening at 5 p.m. Visitors are encouraged to bring
lawn chairs and blankets to enjoy the music.

Private tents are available for rent and are ideal for
corporate outings, birthdays, family reunions and
other group celebrations. Concert Club Passes,
which include access to all 19 shows, early entry
and exclusive perks, are also available in limited
quantities.

Foster says he hopes this last season will feel like
“one big celebration.”

“Tarara has never just been about the music to me,’
he said. “It’s been about the people, the friendships,
and the memories made on that hillside over the
past 27 years. I've been fortunate to be part of this
series for more than a decade, and it’s honestly hard
to imagine summers without it.

“There’s a lot of emotion going into this final season,
but more than anything, I just feel grateful - grateful
for every person who bought a ticket, every artist
who took the stage and everyone who helped turn
this into something that meant so much to so many
people. We want this season to feel like one big
celebration of everything Tarara has been.”
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S

LOUDOUN COUNTY,
VIRGINIA

BY TAMELA BAKER
TBAKER@LOUDOUNTIMES.COM

If we could travel back to colonial Leesburg,
how much of the town would we recognize?

After two and a half centuries, little if anything
is left unchanged. But vestiges of the town’s
earliest days remain. And the researchers at
Thomas Balch Library have made it easier to
sample those remnants.

They've put together a short self-guided walking
tour in the historic commercial district to direct
visitors to six examples of 18th-century sites and
architecture.

Leesburg predates the founding of the United
States by nearly two decades. The town got its
start in 1757, when the colony of Virginia chose
this site at the crossroads of the Carolina Road
(now U.S. 15) and the Alexandria Road (VA 7)
for a local courthouse.

Landowner Nicholas Minor engaged surveyor
John Hough to plat his 60 acres into 70 lots for
the town he initially called George Town, for
King George II of Great Britain.

The town was formally established in September
1758 and renamed Leesburg, for the prominent
Lee family. Two members of that family, Philip
Ludwell Lee and Francis Lightfoot Lee, served
as trustees.

Meanwhile, Minor began selling those lots,
divided along streets that are still in place.

He later stipulated that purchasers build a brick,
stone or wood house within three years - or the
property would revert to Minor.

And that’'s where our tour begins, with two
examples of these “covenant houses.”

Site 1: Donaldson Silversmith Cabin, 14
Loudoun St. SW

According to the guide, Leesburg’s first silver-
smith, Stephen Donaldson, bought lot #16 on
the southwest corner of Loudoun and Back
(now Wirt) streets in 1760. He built a log struc-
ture for his shop, which he ran until 1810.

THE TOWN AT THE CROSSROADS:

Find hints of Revolutionary
Leesburg in this magical history tour

COURTESY PHOTO - WILLIAM BAKER HOUSE

Site 2: William Baker House/Old Stone
House, 106 Loudoun St. SW

William Baker built the front portion of this
house c. 1762, according to the guide. Like
Donaldson, Baker built his structure to the
minimum size required.

Site 3: The Crossroad, intersection of
King and Loudoun streets

This is where two historic trails meet - and why
a settlement grew up here. The north-south
route, historically known as the Carolina Road
because the Iroquois used the trail during
seasonal migration to the Carolinas, runs
through Leesburg as King Street.

Loudoun Street, the east-west route, lies on a
road that connected the Shenandoah Valley
with the port of Alexandria. To the west, it was
known the Shenandoah Road. To the east, it was
called the Alexandria Road.

Those trails are heavily traversed by commuters
and travelers today - as U.S. 15 and VA 7.

Site 4: Patterson House/

McCabe's Tavern, 4 Loudoun St. SE

John Patterson first purchased this plot from
Nicholas Minor. It was later sold to Henry
McCabe, who opened a tavern here that ca-
tered to travelers in the late 18th and early 19th
centuries. During his visit to Leesburg in 1825,
according to legend, a welcoming address was
made to the Marquis de Lafayette from the
building’s steps.
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Site 5: Eagle Tavern, 20 S. King St.

It's an office building now. But once upon a
Revolutionary time, the basic structure here
housed a tavern. Eventually, the Eagle Tavern
became the Linden Hotel. The changes in
the building are evident if you look at it from
the side.

Site 6: Loudoun County Courthouse, 18 E.
Market St.

This one will require a little imagination. The
current building is historic in its own right,
but is not the original structure. It is, in fact,
the third courthouse to be built here, and dates
to 1895.

But according to the researchers at Balch,
county freeholders met at the original court-
house in June 1774 and published the Loudoun
County Resolves, which condemned the Intol-
erable Acts imposed on the American Colonies
by the British.

That'’s the end of the tour, but not the adven-
ture. Have your own mini-celebration of Amer-
ica’s past by taking an amble around downtown
Leesburg.

And while you're enjoying these historic sites,
you can also sample the local fare and wares
of the many locally owned shops and restau-
rants along the way - just as a traveler along the
Carolina and Alexandria roads might have back
when America was just getting started.

COURTESY PHOTO - PATTERSON HOUSE/MCCABE’S TAVERN




LIBERTY ROAD
“SEAFOOD & STEAK

Open for
INE-IN or CARRY-OUT PICKUP

Call to pre-order or to make reservations

o’

for dine-in.
Succulent Seafood
including Crabs & Crab Legs

* Thick Juicy Steaks
¢ Ribs
| * Platters
e All-You-Can-Eat
e Sandwiches & more

PSS o 255 2‘«\‘-‘-\
/%l@v%ﬁ\
SEAFOOLNM STEAK
Like us on [l for special offers

DON' MISS THE ALL-NEW TWO DAY &
EVENT lN HSHERSV“'I'E' V,RG,N,A Our Seafove_d Fresh & Availa_ble ALL YEAR ROUND

Saturday, June 13 = Jam-Ypm -
Open Mon - Thurs 3-9, Fri 3-10, Sat 12-10, Sun 12-9

///X\\\\\l )

*fiberfest

| ﬂII Kinds of
fibery goodness!

y,

\\
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The Old Opera House
Theaire Company

L)
sunday, June 14 © 10am-3pm
AUGUSTA EXPO EVENT CENTER | 277 EXPO ROAD, FISHERSVILLE, VA
presents
2026 Summer Family Show

Disney’s
The Little Mermaid
Music by Alan Menken
Lyrics by Howard Ashman
& Glenn Slater
Book by Doug Wright

July 24, 25,26, 31 » August 1, 2
7:30pm Friday & Saturday
7 THE LITTLE

1]

204 N. George Street

FREE
EVENT

2:30pm Sunday

Purchase tickets online at
www.oldoperahouse.org

Charles Town, WV 25414
304-725-4420

For more information & to register for a chance to win visit:

\Ilrgmlaflherfestanﬂﬁ eventhrite.com
\ Primrose Yarn Co. TR . .
OLD OPERA

Advertising supplement to Ogden Newspapers | SUMMER 2026 | DAY-TRIPPER: PLAN YOUR ADVENTURE NOW | 21

SPONSORED BY:



T reeclerick

MARYLAND

Frederidk's 2th
gets bigder and
better all the time

BY COMFORT DORN
SPECIAL TO DAY-TRIPPER

Along with the 250th birthday of

the United States, 2026 marks the
472nd year Frederick has hosted its
annual 4th of July celebration in Baker
Park. And for almost 22 of those years,
Jennifer Martin, executive director of
Celebrate Frederick, has worked

with a small army of volunteers

to plan the party.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CELEBRATE FREDERICK




“Frederick’s first official celebration was
in 1984,” Martin said, “so it’s been around
for quite a while, and it has grown from an
event that had one stage of entertainment
and a few kids’ activities and fireworks to
what it is today.

This year’s Frederick 4th will include two
stages of entertainment, a full day of ac-
tivities for families, three beer gardens,
20-some food vendors - and, of course,
fireworks.

“It definitely has evolved,” Martin said, “but
one through line that’s stayed consistent is
that it has always really relied on commu-
nity partnerships to make it happen.”

These include a strong history with local
businesses and radio stations, including
WFEFRE, bringing country music to a stage
near the park’s tennis courts, and WFMD,
honoring members of the military, police,
and fire and rescue close to Culler Lake.
Near the family-friendly Carillon area, Key
103.1 and 106.9 The Eagle host a cornhole
tournament.

“We have all of the main local stations rep-
resented,” Martin said.

On the main stage, at the Baker Park Band-
shell, performers of Caribbean, rock, soul,
jazz, blues and more will play and sing
from afternoon to evening.

In recent years, the Boy Scouts of America
have become involved, building a mon-
key bridge in the park that both children
and grown-ups can cross and also offering
camping demonstrations.

“We have a really fun partnership with
them,” Martin said, “and they want to do
the more this year”

The local Daughters of the American Rev-
olution chapter and representatives from
Fort Detrick participate in the opening
ceremonies. And these groups are just the
tip of the iceberg.

Coordinating this many groups and activ-
ities takes time. “We’re always planning,’
Martin said, “but we kick it into high gear
in the late fall in terms of bringing the
volunteer committee together. Volunteers
typically are in charge of a certain area of
the event - there’s a multitude of roles.”

Like everyone else, Martin has a favorite
4th of July moment.

“I always love fireworks,” she said. “It’s not
just the display, but it’s seeing the park just
packed full of people and the excitement.”

“That crowd peaks in the evening at about
50,000 to 60,000 people,” Martin said, and
the fireworks are set off at nearby Parkway

Elementary School, so the entire park is
available for attendees to spread their
blankets and watch. This year’s 20-minute
display will be put on by a local company,
Mr. Pyro, at a cost of about $20,000.

“We have heard that some people watch
them from the tops of the parking decks or
from just downtown. They are pretty visible.”

Frederick’s five municipal parking decks
will be free of charge on the 4th, and Mar-
tin recommends attendees take advan-
tage of that or look for street parking a few
blocks from Baker Park.

“We always say, ‘Get your steps in walking
to the park; that way you can enjoy all that
great festival food,” she said. “If you park a
little further away, you have an easier time
at the end of the night because it’s always
a challenge with that volume of people all
leaving at the exact same time.”

Frederick’s
first official

celebration
was in 1984."

JENNIFER MARTIN, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
OF CELEBRATE FREDERICK

In the months leading up to the event, orga-
nizers work with city police to make sure the
park and surroundings are safe for pedes-
trians, and officers will be out in full force
during the celebration, along with emergen-
cymedical services. The police also monitor
online chatter for signs that political groups
are planning activities or protests.

For folks who don’t like the crowds and
noise of the fireworks display, Celebrate
Frederick suggests a few alternate loca-
tions for watching the show, including
Harry Grove Stadium (where the Freder-
ick Keys have a 1 p.m. game scheduled,
so that’s a two-fer). Check out the event
map at celebratefrederick.com/events/
fredericks-fourth.

Martin recommends visiting the website
for more detailed information about en-
tertainment, activities, food and drink, and
sponsors. “And of course, I always encour-
age people to follow us on social media for
updates as we get closer to the event.

Who will serenade
America on her

birthday? 25

From the nation’s beginning, Frederick was all in.
More than a decade before the Declaration
of Independence was signed, all 12 judges of
Frederick County’s court resolved not to com-
ply with the British Stamp Act of 1765 requiring
that all official business, including newspapers,
be on paper bearing a stamp (paid for by a tax).
The county still celebrates their defiance on No-
vember 23, Repudiation Day.

This and other revolutionary actions in Frederick
are recalled in 'Cultivation Independence, a
special exhibit at Heritage Frederick, the Fred-
erick County Historical Society’'s museum.

To mark this early history, special activities are
planned for the 2026 4th of July celebration in
Baker Park.

250th anniversary organizers aim to make this
year “a little bigger, maybe more eye-catching,”
according to Jennifer Martin, executive director
of Celebrate Frederick.

Not all plans are nailed down, but fun additions
could include a festive giveaway of glow sticks
to make the evening even brighter. Strolling
entertainers, including stilt walkers and jugglers,
will roam the park dressed in patriotic attire, and
the lighting, signage and banners will reflect the
250th theme “to just give it a little facelift and
make it feel more special for the anniversary.”

Both the city of Frederick and Frederick County
have 250th anniversary committees, largely
consortiums of local historical groups, and 4th
of July organizers have invited them all to have
space at what's being called the “250th village.”

And beginning May 1, a contest was launched
for a singer to perform the national anthem,
inviting local residents to submit a video and
“throw their hats into the ring to sing live just
before the fireworks” at the Baker Park Band-
shell, Martin said.
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gt Saturday
roo, dJuly 18th, 2026

Q) 1-4pm
E. Eugene Myers Community Park
201 W. Lincoln Ave. ‘D
(next to the community pool)
Free Parking Available:
Town Office/Library at 300 S. Seton Ave.
West Entrance to Park off of Cedar Ave.
Town Parking Lot at 113 S. Seton Ave.
t‘o,

ik VENDORS! [

For more info contact BMalocha@EmmitsburgMD.gov
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Maryland Symphony
ORCHESTRA

PRESENTS OUR
2026/27 SEASON

SOUND

ESTORY

s -~ ICONIC MUSIC, BROQUGHT 10 LIFE »

Py
SUBSCRIPTIONS NOW AVAILABLE. SINGLE TICKETS AVAILABLE JULY 1.

AMERICAN ICONS
GERSHWIN « BARBER * COPLAND
October 10 & 11

SHAKESPEARE IN SYMPHONY

TIMELESS STRINGS
MONTGOMERY * MOZART «
BACH « WALKER * TCHAIKOVSKY
February 13 & 14

DISNEY’S PIRATES OF

THE CARIBBEAN: THE CURSE
OF THE BLACK PEARL

IN CONCERT LIVE TO FILM

BEETHOVEN: April 10 & 11
TCHAIKOVSKY + WALTON
MENDELSSOHN + PROKOFIEV MASTERY IN MOTION

March 13 & 14

TICKETS.MARYLANDSYMPHONY.ORG
301.797.4000

November 14 & 15

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
December 19 & 20

THE ART OF SOUND
PIERNE * CHAUSSON *+ RAVEL » MUSSORGSKY
May 1&2

Iz

¢

2
»

1t’s a beautiful Day to
tour Shepherds Cove
Call 304 283 1537
now for atour

Going, Going..
Only 4 Lots Lot 9 River Front
Left! 2 rem— |

GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR LIFE-LONG
PLEASURE, PEACE AND TRANQUILITY!
Last Potomac River waterfront lot in Shepherds
Cove in Shepherdstown, WV. Sited on a bluff
overlooking the Potomac River with views up
and down the river, buffered by Federal land,
with C&0 Canal across the river.

This BEAUTIFUL WOODED 5.3 ACRE LOT
offers you the peace and privacy you’ve been

seeking. WVBE2032288
$600,000
2 TRCVR ll =
All'lots have River acess

Lot 20: 4.35 acres $220,000

with well, cleared to build
Lot 9: 5.38 acres Waterfront $600,000
Lot 5:3.98 acres $183,000

SHEPHERDS COVE
SHEPHERDSTOWN, WV

(¥ b

hm_mmmwmw’%k“' 2
AN SNYDER BAILEY & ASSOCIATES

B\
| @ ? | Specializing in Extraordinary, Historic, Estate and Waterfront Properties For Over 30 Years
|
A

304-267-1050 « 304-283-1537

A CERTIFIED
INTERNATIONAL . "
SRR M e www.SnyderBailey.com Richard Kendal _ Bruce Cubbage

& = [ speciaust
S

Email: CMSPB1@aol.com (202) 701-0046

Licensed in PA, VA, & WV

301-573-4550
Access ALL MLS/MRIS Listings on www.snyderbailey.com

Realtor, Sales Associates Realtor, Sales Associates

il / o’w&/v//vd—w‘f

Lot 9 5.38 acres WVBE 2032288

VIEW VIDEO TOUR
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Step Into History... OPEN YEAR ROUND
. Historic
w;l Sheph wn

The Museum s
Located in the

Hustorie Entler PHTRR | A2A2 Dairy Products
Hotel. L Milk, Cheese, and Butter

Museum Hours:

Sat 11-5 » Sun 1-4 1 / - Pork, Chicken,
T e and Beef Products

5] 129 E. German St. Sheperdstown, WV 10+ Ice Cream Flavors

www.historicshepherdstown.com

3 304.876.0910 3935 Bussard Rd « Middletown, MD 21769

FOURTH OMENSION

FUN CENTER

'+ MEMBERSHIPS! | | |
A | e T
ip Includes:

Two Games with Shoes, Every Weekday Through
Monday - Thursday Friday
' - " S BTy L A R S S R F R ¢

_/

$15 Per Person =i

$50 Per Family of 4 Additional
Children are $10 each.
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Harpers Ferry welcomes visitors of all types:
THERE IS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

BY TONI MILBOURNE
TMILBOURNE@JOURNAL-NEWS.NET

Perched at the confluence of
two rivers and three states,
Harpers Ferry offers more
than a vacation destination.
It provides a living timeline
of history as well as a gamut
of outdoor recreation.

Visitors arrive for its postcard views where the
Shenandoah meets the Potomac; but, they stay
for something deeper including a layered story

of war, education and outdoor adventure that un-
folds with nearly every step one takes.

At the heart of the visit is Harpers Ferry National
Historical Park, a sprawling site that blends pre-
served 19th-century buildings with miles of trails
and sweeping overlooks. Begin in Lower Town,
where history feels immediate and tangible.
Here, small museums and restored storefronts
tell the story of the town’s industrial past and its
outsized role in American history. Visitors can
stand near the site of John Brown’s Raid, the
failed but pivotal attempt to spark a slave revolt
that helped push the nation toward civil war.

The Civil War itself left an even deeper imprint.
Harpers Ferry changed hands multiple times
during the conflict, culminating in the Battle of
Harpers Ferry, where Union forces surrendered
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to Confederate troops in one of the war’s largest
captures. Today, visitors can walk those same bat-
tlefields including places like Bolivar Heights and
Schoolhouse Ridge, where interpretive signs and
beautiful views bring the past into focus.

Harpers Ferry’s story does not include only war
tales. A short climb uphill leads to one of its most
profound chapters, that of Storer College. Found-
ed in 1867, just after the Civil War, the school be-
came a pioneering institution for the education
of formerly enslaved people and one of the few
places in the region where Black and white
students could study together.

The campus, now part of the national park, carries
a quiet but powerful legacy. In 1906, it hosted a
meeting of the Niagara Movement, a precursor to




the NAACP and a critical step in the early civil
rights movement. Walking through Camp Hill,
where the college once operated, visitors en-
counter more than historic buildings as they
step into a place that helped shape the long
struggle for equality in America.

Harpers Ferry is equally defined by the nat-
ural beauty that surrounds it. The town sits
amid the Blue Ridge Mountains, and the same
terrain that made it strategically valuable in
wartime now makes it a haven for hikers and
outdoor enthusiasts.

More than 20 miles of trails wind through the
park, ranging from gentle riverside paths to
challenging climbs with panoramic rewards.
Among the most popular is the hike to Mary-
land Heights, where a steep ascent leads to
one of the most iconic views in the region -
an overlook of the town, rivers and railroad
bridge below. For a more immersive journey,
visitors can follow a portion of the
Appalachian Trail, which passes directly
through Harpers Ferry, which serves as the
midpoint of the East Coast hiking trail.

Along the way, hikers encounter a blend of
scenery and history encompassing stone steps
leading to Jefferson Rock, ruins of old armor-
ies and quiet cemeteries tucked into the hill-
sides. It is this seamless merging of landscape
and legacy that sets Harpers Ferry apart where
even a casual walk becomes a journey through
time. Visitors can stop in to the Appalachian

Harpers Ferry
attracts around
300,000 to 500,000
visitors annually —
especially in the
spring and fall.

NPS.GOV

PHOTOS BY TONI MILBOURNE

TOP: The view of the Potomac

River as seen through historical Harper
Cemetery. BOTTOM: John Brown'’s Fort
was the site of the final standoff between
the abolitionist and his men in 1859.

Trail Conservancy to find out more informa-
tion about the trek.

Down at the water’s edge, the rivers offer a
different kind of adventure. The Shenandoah
and Potomac provide opportunities for tubing,
kayaking and whitewater rafting, with stretches
suitable for both beginners and experienced
paddlers. Floating through gentle rapids or drift-
ing along calmer sections, visitors gain a new
perspective on the town as seen from the rivers.

For those who enjoy shopping, Lower Town
offers a place to browse small shops and sam-
ple local treats. One should make sure to stand
at “The Point,” where the two rivers meet be-
fore leaving the area. It is here, surrounded by
mountains and water, that the full character
of Harpers Ferry comes into view as a place
where natural beauty and national history are
inseparable.

In a single day, a visitor might trace the foot-
steps of soldiers, stand where abolitionists
once fought for freedom, walk the grounds of
a pioneering college and end with a hike or a
float downriver. Few destinations offer such a
compact yet expansive experience.

Harpers Ferry is more than a place to visit. It is
a place to understand where the currents of
American history run as clearly as the rivers
that meet at its center.
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Harpers
Ferry’s 250th
events bring
history to life

S

To mark America’s 250th anniversary,
Harpers Ferry National Historical
Park is hosting a myriad of immer-
sive programs that invite visitors to
experience the town'’s pivotal role in
shaping the nation.

On May 23, Defend and Protect high-
lights weapons and technology pro-
duced at the historic Harpers Ferry
Armory, including live firing demon-
strations. On May 30, John Brown
and Frederick Douglass: A Legacy
of Freedom explores the intertwined
histories of John Brown and Frederick
Douglass, culminating in a dramatic
recreation of Douglass’s 1881 speech
at Storer College.

June 20 has visitors examining Harpers
Ferry's influence on the Civil War
through ranger-led interpretation
and a talk by a regional historian. Fall
programs take a more reflective turn,
including Sacrifices & Circumstances
(Oct. 10), which explores the human
impact of Brown’s 1859 raid.

One of the most distinctive events,
Proceed to the Ferry (Oct. 16), retraces
Brown's march from the Kennedy
Farm in a guided evening hike. The
following weekend'’s living history
program brings multiple perspec-
tives on the raid to life.

The season concludes with a Veterans
Day ceremony at the Storer College
Veterans’ Monument, honoring those
who served.

Most events are included with park
admission, offering a vivid, hands-on
way to engage with Harpers Ferry's
enduring legacy.




A classic day
at the races.

$1.000.000 Friday, August 28 » Gates 4pm

CHARLES TOWN Enjoy free fun for the

g Whole family with
live racing, food trucks,
a kid's corner, VIP area,
and more.

Scan here for
full details.

Live Entertainment « Spm

White Room Slippery When Wet Queen Legion Noise Pollution
5pm 6pm 7:30pm 9pm

@whiteroombandofficial @slipperywhenwetband @queenlegionband @NoisePollutionSD

NG
( \\"_“ Y f\\r\

'vLUA Lvu\h‘v

Charles Town Races

HOLLYWO0D | oo

2025
CASINDO

Wy e S5y
750 Hollywood Drive, Charles Town, WV 25414
f\IIRGINIA\ Must be 21. Gambling Problem? Call 1-800-GAMBLER.

hollywoodcasinocharlestown.com
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WINCHESTER
WINCHESTER LITTLE THEATRE
The Winchester Little Theatre is a non-profit, all-volunteer community
theater organization housed in the old Pennsylvania Railroad freight
station in downtown Winchester, Virginia. Along with the five main
theatrical productions we put on each year, we offer a children’s
program each summer, frequent Readers’ Theater events, and other
events. We invite you to see what we have to offer as a patron,
sponsor, or volunteer!

For more information visit us at

www.winchesterlittletheatre.org OR call 540.662.3331

Belle MPWMM

i B

Open for tours
March-December
” ==~ Discover this beautifully
e preserved Shenandoah

Valley historic treasure

336 Belle Grove Road
Middletown VA 22645

www.bellegrove.org

Shenandoah Sips—a celebration of
Virgina wines, ciders, spirits & more is August 29!

VIRGINIA
MUSEUM

ofthe CTVIL

wThe story of the entlre war ,,m

PRk ‘,wﬂ

A

Explore America’s most
challenging era at

Virginia’s official
museum.
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b

padh! /\Q ,‘M ,;4\ “"/‘.
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5 e Y

U
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§  FICTION - HISTORY - CLASSIC - GARDENING -
CHILDREN - BIOGRAPHY - YOUNG ADULT - LOCAL

OLD TOWN WINCHESTER
540.667.3444 * 7 N Loudoun St

WWW. w1nchesterbookgallery.com

e T

rglnla IS Ju

Discover a moment in

the lives of soldiers and
citizens that unfolded on the
battlefield at New Market.

Experience the life of

a typical Valley family when war
came to the Bushong Farm.
It’s just down the road!

New Market Battlefield

State Historical Park
New Market, Virginia 540.740.3101
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VIRGINIA

13th Hop Blossom

Craft Beer Festival
on tap in Winchester

BY CYNTHIA BURTON | THE WINCHESTER STAR

Love beer? Want to help doggies and
kitties? Then you won't want to miss
the 13th annual Hop Blossom Craft Beer
Festival in Old Town Winchester.

Eighty-plus beers from 30-plus
local breweries will be on tap on
June 6 from noon to 6 p.m. Taps
close at 5:30 p.m.

Even better? The event, hosted by
Winchester Brew Works, benefits
Dakota’s Dream Animal Rescue, a
small, volunteer-run, no-kill non-
profit animal rescue group.

“We care deeply for our four-
legged friends and are excited
that we can help with the effort to
find forever homes for wonderful
animals,” says a social media post
about the event. “Over the past six
years, Hop Blossom has donated
over $80,000 to animal welfare organizations.”

0 £
THE DAY DRINKER

% 2x 4 HOppy TATE AWAITS 55

Hop Blossom also benefits Friends of Old Town, a community-focused
nonprofit that celebrates and enhances Old Town Winchester through
local events, public art, and design projects.

This year’s Hop Blossom theme? “A Hoppy Fate Awaits.”

Not only will the stars align for a good time and good brews, visitors will
cross paths with lots of crafters and specialty vendors at the Hop Phased
Makers Market on the south end of the Loudoun Street Mall. Moon
Phased, a downtown shop, will have vendors of all kinds, including some
tarot card reading.

Some of Hop Blossom’s participating breweries include Alesatian
Brewing, Bear Chase Brewing Company, Big Truck Farm Brewery,
Broken Window Brewing Co., Brothers Craft Brewing, Caboose Brewing
Co., Center of the Universe Brew, Coastal Fermentory, Coyote Hole
Craft Beverages, Cushwa Brewing Co., Devils Backbone Brewing
Company, Denizens Brewing Co., Dividing Creek Beer Company,
Midnight Brewery, Nepenthe Brewing Co., Old Town Cidery, The Veil
Brewing Co., Adroit Theory Brewing, Henway Hard Cider Company,
Ono Brewing Company, Honey & Hops Brew Works, Jackie O’s, Triple
Crossing, Vibrissa Beer, Sojourn Fermentory, Twisted Oak Farm Brewery,
Escutcheon Brewing, Chilly Hollow Brewing Company, Sinistral,
Vassen Brewing Company, Winchester Brew Works, Funktastic Meads
and Beers, Other Half Brewing Company and Winchester Ciderworks.

Hop Blossom tickets are $40 and include 10 tastings and a commemora-
tive tasting glass. Three additional tastings can be purchased for $5. Only
attendees with valid IDs will be permitted to participate in tastings.

Get your tickets at hopblossom.com, Eventbrite or in person
at Winchester Brew Works or The Beer and Wine Shop.

Volunteers are also needed to pour beer, help with T-shirt sales,
and more. Sign up on Hop Blossom’s website.
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Winchester-Frederick County keeps 25
America’s birthday party rolling

In 2020, the Virginia General Assembly established
the Virginia American Revolution 250 Commission to
commemorate Virginia’s role in the 250th anniversary
of American independence.

One of the goals is to engage every
community in events that tell the
story of Virginia's leadership in
the shaping of our nation. In
2023, Winchester City Coun-

cil and the Frederick County

Board of Supervisors each
approved resolutions form-

ing the Winchester-Fred-

erick County VA 250 Com-

mittee to support efforts

to commemorate of the

250th.

The committee has already

held numerous events, and

more are to come, including

the Winchester Revolt: Historic

Bike Ride on June 6 from 10 a.m.

to 1 p.m. The route is 7 miles long

with seven stops along the way. Each

stop will have a narrator explaining why the

site is important. Cost to participate is $10. Riders
should meet at 329 N. Cameron St., Winchester.

There also are numerous 250th events planned by
local communities. Over Memorial Day weekend, you
can celebrate America's 250th at Winchester Parks
and Recreation Department’s Red White and Lights!
drone show at 9 p.m. May 30 in Jim Barnett Park.

For America’s big birthday bash on Independence
Day, the city’s parks department will host Red, White
and Boom! on July 3 from noon to 10 p.m., ending
with fireworks at Jim Barnett Park. On July 4, Middle-
town will have a Fourth of July Celebration from 8
a.m. to 10 p.m. There's a parade on Main Street at 5
p.m. and fireworks at dusk in Middletown Community
Park. Frederick County Parks and Recreation will have
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Independence Day fun at Sherando Park from 5 to
10:30 p.m., with food vendors, music and fireworks at
9:15 p.m. The outdoor pool will stay open late.

Winchester-Frederick County VA250 will
host an Old Town Jubilee from noon
to 9:30 p.m. in downtown Win-
chester, with a laser light show at
? p.m. There also will be Virgin-
ia-made artisan vendors, live

music, and a kids' zone.

But wait, there’'s more! You

can catch a reading of the

Declaration of Indepen-

dence at the Shenandoah

Valley Civil War Museum in

Old Town Winchester, and,

at 2:.50 p.m., bells across

the state will ring out to mark

the nation’s 250th. There also

will be free admission all day on

the Fourth of July to three Win-

chester museums: Abram'’s Delight,

George Washington’s Office Museum,
and Stonewall Jackson’s Headquarters.

More information visit, visitwinchesterva.com/virginia-
american-revolution-250-commemoration.

Clarke County has its own VA250 Committee as well.
Find events at: www.va250.org/clarke-county.

Adrone show celebrating America's 250th anniversary
will be at 9 p.m. May 30 in Winchester's Jim Barnett Park.

VIiRGINIAZA,

AMERICAN REVOLUTION

STAFF PHOTO
A drone show celebrating America’s 250th anniversary will be
at 9 p.m. May 30 in Winchester's Jim Barnett Park.
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Visit our museums

1)340 S. Pleasaﬁt Valley Rd, Winchester, VA 22601
(540) 662-6550 | winchesterhistory.org

BRUNSWICK: MARYUAND
S il

FADDUENTHE Pﬂ]TﬂMAC m

RELAX*RIVE’RFR(JNT

\d MAIN STREET muMAlNASTREETum

AMERICA ND
2025 Acchedited,

“One of the best local history museums
| have ever visited.

Every display was a fun window
into the past...” g

Museum / Visitor Center/ Glft Shop
Open Da||y| Mon-Sat 9:30-5:30 m

Sun Noon-5
Edinburg Mill Restaurant —m

Check for latest hours: www.edinburgmillrestaurant.com

e=a Heritage Mill Wine Shop /%" 1%,
A7 214 South Main St « Edinburg VA

540-984-8400 + EdinburgMill.com

Plan your vistt:

brumswickmo\instreet.org/visi’c
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Escape to S e
Looking for a day trip this summer to

Lavender FieldS: enjoy the warmth of the sun, buzzing
A Summer Day bees, and the sweet floral scent of

lavender? Look no further than Irwin

Tr'ip t() ll"win Farm Farm at Prospect Hill in Knoxville,

Maryland — a family-run, organically-

at Prospeél Hill grown lavender farm.

Originally from North Carolina, the Irwins moved to Washington
County 13 years ago and purchased a small eight-acre farm -
they tried their hand at fruit trees, sunflowers and pumpkins,
but the deer devoured everything. Through some research,
owner Heather Irwin learned that deer won’t touch lavender, so
they planted an entire field in 2016 with more than a thousand

- . —_— : - lavend,sg plants on one and half acres and Irwin Farm ¥
‘w . ecame Mﬁt is today - an idyllic lavender farm o o
P P’aiwn fields of purple flowers. ol W

o

F

COURTESY PHOTO

g 41

r:‘ 4 rz_' . ! | e« :'\
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@ WASHINGTON COUNTY, MD

Red, White & Boom:
Washington County Hosts
250th Celebration

To celebrate the United States of America’s
250th birthday, Washington County, Maryland
will be hosing a celebration at Washington
County Agricultural Education Center, 7313
Sharpsburg Pike, Boonsboro, MD, 21713 to
commemorate the signing of the Declaration
of Independence on Saturday, July 4, from
10 a.m.to 9 p.m.

Washington County, itself, is also celebrating
their 250th year of being a vibrant community
that has been a cornerstone of American His-
tory, culture and progress.

To foster a sense of connection to the local
history of Washington County, the county has
created a commemorative coin set. There are
10 coins in all. Each town has been hosting
events throughout 2026 leading up to the July
4 celebration, but these commemorative trea-
sure pieces can be purchased online and at
the event on July 4 as a full set. A collector’s
box is provided to house the coins as a 250th
keepsake.

The momentous celebration on July 4 will be
a family-fun event with live music, a beer gar-
den, food and drink vendors, craft vendors,
kids zones, games, a car show, and exhibits,
along with a live drone show and fireworks.
The county has also set up an online storefront
to purchase apparel for the 250th anniversary.

“Celebrating 250 years of Washington County
is something we want everyone to be a part
of,” Danielle Weaver, the directors of public
relations and marketing, said.

LEARN MORE AT WWW.WASHCO-MD.NET/
WASHINGTON-COUNTY-250TH-ANNIVERSARY

Irwin Farm is set on an historic Civil
War era property. The barn that still
stands on the farm today was once used
as hospital during the Civil War and is
now used to hold the lavender bundles
and occasional events.

Most days of the year,
the farm is closed to
visitors, but the
farm holds Pick
Your Own Lav-
ender days at
the end of June
each year from
10 am.-5 p.m,,
so families can
enjoy a day in
the lavender
fields.

This vyear’s Pick
Your Own Lavender
days are June 27 and 28;
however, the farm is hoping

to add two more days for this year’s
event on June 20 and 21, along with
some weekdays as well.

Irwin Farm also uses their own
lavender to hand make all of the
products sold to the public in se-
lect shops throughout Maryland,
West Virginia and North Carolina.
Irwin also attends local vendor markets
and events throughout Washington
County to sell her handmade products
to the community.

Purchase of their products, such as
lavender lip balm, lotion, milk bath and
liquid soaps, carpet deodorizer and all
sorts of sachets can be made online
via the Irwin Farm website and during
seasonal hours from the farm itself.
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The lavender lip balm is a best-selling
product from the farm and the lavender
sachet pillows made with vintage linens
are always the first to sell out, so grab
some while they're stocked!

When guests visit the farm
and relish in its beauty
and sweet scent they
leave changed -
finding calm and
peace - so why
not take a part
of the farm
home, wheth-
er a bundle
of lavender, a
lovingly hand-
made product,
a set of season-
al postcards or a
print of a painting
Irwin’s daughter cre-
ated when she was just 16.

To celebrate their 10th anniversary,
Irwin Farm will be offering new prod-
ucts at the Pick Your Own event this
year, such as candles, salves and toners.
Additionally, Irwin Farm will be hold-
ing several anniversary events this year.

“Tending our lavender farm is measured
in seasons, this being our 10th! It’s honest
work that keeps me busy (and dirty) but
I'm rewarded with a beautiful field and
the footsteps of visitors who return every
year. It's been a blessing,” Irwin said.

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND
UPCOMING EVENTS FOLLOW THEM
ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM:

@IRVINFARMATPROSPECTHILL
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ENDHARDT STABLE mosnstZ?E;COf

VINEYARDS

West Virginia
for a trail ride.

FAMILY FARM FUN
Meet the farm animals
including goats,
sheep, alpacas, llama,
minis and donkey.
PLUS, new this year -
Highland Cows!

f LIKE US ON FACEBOOK
. . o) 7 BB TOFOLLOWALL THE

19600 Lincoln Road, Purcellville - 2 \ 5y ) S KX ANIMAL ANTICS!

Open Monday & Thursday 3-7pm, , AP 2 s 10007 RIVER ROAD

Friday 2-6pm, Saturday & Sunday i B ") N[ HEDGESVILLE, WESTVIRGINIA
12-6pm - N0/ 4 “R.  570-249-0680

£ . s : — s 240-344-8191
www.endhardtvineyards.com pr —— ‘ 4 GOODLUCKSTABLE.COM

hcphcrdstown
| Sweet Sho

OUR DAILY DOSFE
' OF HAPPINESS

=)
From custom cakes, to cookies, cupcakes,
pastries, breads, sandwiches, coffee and expresso
- we make everything with care, quality

ingredients, and a touch of homemade goodness. .
o Weekend Breakfast Specials!
Stop in today and treat yourself g
to a dose of happiness!
© m304087602432 ‘
www.wvbakery.com

100 W. German Street, Shepherdstown, WV o
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Washington-Baltimore’s Low Cost Airport

Nonstop Flights ~» Affordable Parking
Stress-free Travel

yrtle Beach

Orlando/ b
Sanford N =

St. Pete ,. : - ' . e = »:—::7 * 7 -
Travel Elevatec

) GIFTS INN BOONSBORO
TURN THE PAGE

INN BOONSBORO

MAIN STREET, BOONSBORO MD

Explore Boonsboro’s
Literary Legacy!
. Featuring
NY Times
Best Selling Author
Nora Roberts & JD Robb!

h % h N h N h N
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KOMBUCHA * KOMBUCHA
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STARK RAVING KOMBUCHA

+ * Tasting Room SATURDAY 2026
+ 7124 Farm Station Road - Vint Hill, VA 20187 | 10 AM-6 PM SEP I 19’
Wednesday - Friday 11:00 AM — 5:30 PM FSU Upper Quad — |
Saturday 11:00 AM — 4:00 PM + + g.ree cﬂdmission
& Appalachian Workshops
' Music & Dance & Dlscussuorlls
Home Deliver Traditiona
: i ! i Pcrg[gtgrﬂs Arts & Crafts
Ty +We've made getting your favorite Kombucha Regional Foods Environmental
flavors even easier with our home delivery. ¥ Education

Children’s Activities
Available for home delivery in Virginia, DC, and Maryland ;

CAPSTONE CONCERT in partnership with
MADMAGICKOMBUCHA.COM

LOCAL GRAMMY-NOMINATED BASSIST c ES DANCE THEATRL
X Missy ‘Ragines 8 Allegheny VA
la i A 1 FROSTBURG PALACE THEATRE TICKETS ON SALE
~ = “~ 3 AR, AN 31 E. MAIN ST - 7:30 PM s ;\rgsGtgsn ’
> 2 AD AL ! urg.edu
) ¢ 2 A

ad i ) www.frostburg.edu/appfest w gh
agiG ) facebddibiiisgpaiaktanted | [tape | NP | Poredy
Eomsucnn 3 T - crare universiry @ facebook.com/fsuappalachianfest ;i LARAAE

= Ecnrereor

Persons with disabilities may request accommodation through the ADA Compliance Office: ) Allegany |
301-687-3035 (VRO 1-800-735-2258). Frostburg State University is a smoke-free campus. ‘E’_" MSAQ B3 Arts Council

5 WORKSROPS

THE DELAPL

CENTER

View more then 50 exhibitions annually
in 7 galleries featuring artworks in a
variety of media by regional and national
artists. Shop artworks by local artists in
our Gift Gallery!
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GETTYSBURG:
MAKING THE MOST
OF A DAY TRIP

Just a short drive from Fred-
erick, Gettysburg is close
enough for a spontaneous
outing, butalittle preparation
can make the experience far
more rewarding.

Start early to avoid crowds and
give yourself time to get ori-
ented before heading onto
the battlefield. Begin at the
Gettysburg National Military
Park Museum and Visitor
Center to pick up maps and
get a quick overview.

Allow at least three to four
hours on the battlefield.
Driving the auto tour is the
easiest way to cover ground,
but be sure to stop at key
points and step out - much
of the impact comes from
walking the landscape. Com-
fortable shoes, water and
sun protection are essential,
especially in warmer months.

For a deeper experience,
consider hiring a licensed
battlefield guide. Guides ride
along in your car and tailor the
tour to your interests, help-
ing make sense of what can
otherwise feel overwhelming.

Take a break in town. Down-
town offers plenty of options
for lunch or coffee before
heading back to Frederick.

Even asingle day can be mean-
ingful, but the most memo-
rable visits are the ones that
leave time to slow down.

Conndy,

Historic Gettysburg battlefield invites
reflection on nation’s past and future

BY ELLYN WEXLER
SPECIAL TO DAY-TRIPPER

Morning mist drifts across the rolling
fields of Gettysburg, where rows of
monuments and stone walls mark one
of the most consequential landscapes
in American history. Visitors move
slowly along the paths, pausing to read
inscriptions or gaze across ground that
once thundered with cannon fire.

More than 160 years after the Battle
of Gettysburg, the small Pennsylvania
town still draws millions seeking to
understand the nation’s past and con-
sider its future.

As the United States approaches its
250th anniversary in 2026, Gettysburg
offers a place not only to explore his-
tory but also to reflect on the struggles
and ideals that shaped the nation.

Fought over three days in July 1863,
the battle involved more than 160,000
Union and Confederate soldiers and
produced about 50,000 -casualties,
making it the bloodiest battle on
American soil. The Union victory
proved a turning point in the Ameri-
can Civil War and halted the Confed-
erate army’s invasion of the North.

Many begin at the Gettysburg National
Military Park Museum and Visitor
Center, where maps, artifacts and a
short film introduce the battle. From
there, the park’s auto tour route winds
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past farm fields, wooded ridges and
historic structures that witnessed the
fighting’s most dramatic moments.

For Frederick-area residents, Gettys-
burg makes an easy day trip. The town
sits about 40 miles from Frederick,
making it possible to explore the bat-
tlefield in a day or spend a weekend
discovering the area’s museums and
countryside.

“Gettysburg resonates with people
more than ever,” said Carl Whitehill,
vice president of the tourism organi-
zation Destination Gettysburg. “Get-
tysburg was both a symbol of our
nation’s greatest division and, thanks
to Lincoln, a place of hope that no
matter how divided we are, we can
come back together again.”

“America’s 250th birthday is a perfect
time to visit places such as Gettysburg,’
Whitehill said. “You cannot tell the
story of America without Gettysburg.”

Today, the battlefield remains the
centerpiece of a visit. About 1 million
people explore Gettysburg National
Military Park each year, while an esti-
mated 3 million to 3.5 million travel to
the surrounding region.

Across the battlefield, markers identify
the positions of Union and Confed-
erate units, allowing people to follow
the three-day battle almost step by
step. At places like Little Round Top,

? /. "
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where Union soldiers held a critical
defensive position, sweeping views
help explain the terrain that shaped
the fighting.

Many explore the battlefield with a
licensed guide who rides along in their
vehicle, explaining troop movements
and pointing out landmarks that
might otherwise be missed. Others
rent bicycles or join ranger-led walks
focused on specific moments of the
battle.

One of the most powerful moments
comes near the end of the tour at
the field where Pickett’s Charge took
place. The failed Confederate assault
marked a turning point in the battle
and, ultimately, the war.

As travelers leave the battlefield, they
pass the quiet grounds of Gettysburg
National Cemetery, where more than
3,500 Union soldiers are buried. “It all
comes together for people,” Whitehill
said. “It’s a very moving experience,
even for those who have been here
many times.”

More than a century and a half after
the battle, the landscape still invites
people to slow down, walk the fields
and consider what unfolded there. As
the nation prepares to mark its 250th
anniversary, Gettysburg remains a
place where Americans pause to think
about how the country began, strug-
gled and continues to move forward.




Fresh Air & Festival Fun

Each year Randolph County, West Virginia comes alive with

unique traditions, large festivals, and one-of-a-kind events -

all amidst scenic backdrops and endless outdoor adventure
opportunities. Discover what makes us festive by nature!
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Page Valley Agricultural and Industrial Fair
celebrates agriculture, community

BY LORI D’ANGELO
DAILY NEWS-RECORD

If you want to know when the 74th Page Valley
Agricultural and Industrial Fair will be happening,
all you have to do is go to the fair's website.

On the fair’s main page, there’s a countdown
showing when the fair will take place, and
each day, the highly anticipated yearly event
grows closer.

“It’s really one of the highlights of the year
for our community,” said Regina Hilliard,
president of the Luray-Page Chamber of
Commerce. “It's more than just a week-long
event. It's a celebration of agricultural her-
itage, the people who make Page County
special, the farmers, the kids working with
the 4H with all of their animals, and all of
the rides and the food and the folks that
enter into contests.”

The fair is a week-long celebration that begins
runs through Aug. 29, featuring

Oon Aug and

agricultural events, music, and children’s
and youth exhibits.

Stephanie Breeden, vice president of the fair,
said that the livestock exhibits are a highlight
of the fair.

The 4H kids exhibit beef, swine, lamb and
goats. There is also the commercial side of
the exhibits, Breeden said.

Many people from throughout the commu-
nity attend, she said.

“Each year, part of the county and the com-
munity kind of converge at the fair,” Breeden
said. “A lot of our nonprofit partners are at
the fair. I feel like a lot of family traditions
go into county fairs. This year, we have sort

of two local acts as far as grandstand enter-
tainment.”

The fair’s events include a 4H/FFA livestock
competition, grandstand entertainment,
and adult and youth exhibits.

Hilliard also said that the fair plays an im-
portant role in the local economy.

“It brings in visitors to our area, so it’s sup-
porting local businesses at the same time,”
she said. “Families are out there making
memories with their kids, spending time
together. It’s a tradition. Everybody tries to
fit in at least one night that they can go. A lot
of people you'll see out there every night.”

For many, eating fair food like deep-fried
burgers is also a tradition, Hilliard said.

“I think everyone comes to the fair for
something different,” Breeden said. “I know
the Stanley Fire Department has its fried
tenderloin. The Luray Fire Department has its
fried Oreos and fried ham. The Ruritans have

PHOTO BY ZACK SAM
The Page Valley Agricultural and
Industrial Fair returns this August.
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their chicken, so I think it’s just a matter of preference and
what you're looking forward to. 4H, I think they had walking
tacos and things like that. Thankfully, it’s a good mix, a lot
of variety.”

Each evening, there are various events, including concerts.

“The demolition derby is probably the most popular in my
opinion,” Hilliard said. “There’s a huge, huge crowd. But
then they bring in other things, like a rodeo, truck and trac-
tor pulls. The fair committee that puts this together is trying
each year to make it better and better””

For this year’s fair, the Aug. 24 concert will feature Mountain
Highway from Lynchburg. That band will perform at 7 p.m.
On Aug. 25 and Aug. 26, there will be a truck-and-tractor pull
at 7 p.m., and on Aug. 27, country artist Ryan Jewell of Dan-
ville will perform at 6:30 p.m. On Aug. 28, the High Steel Rodeo
will perform at 7 p.m., and on Aug. 29, the fair will feature the
fan-favorite demolition derby at 7 p.m.

During the night, families can
also watch performances of
Pirates of the Colombian
Caribbean, a high-wire thrill

show, but there will also be " |‘t’s rea | |y

something new for families

to enjoy this year, Breeden one O'F ‘th e
said. “We’re going to have pig . .

races at our pavilion, so that'll h I¢ h | Ie| h ts

be different,” Breeden said.

Each person likes different Of the yea r
things about the fair, she _f

said. “My thing is the nos- or our

talgia part of it and the trad-
ition that the fair brings back
every year, Breeden said.

community.”

REGINA HILLIARD,
PRESIDENT OF THE
LURAY-PAGE CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE

“I think that’s a unique kind
of experience in a way. Yes,
everybody’s able to Face-
Time now and see each oth-
er a lot, but still they get together at the fair every year”

For Breeden, who raised hogs and lambs, the fair is not just
a community tradition but a family one.

“My grandfather was a fair board member, and my dad was a
fair board member,” she said. “I grew up in 4H, so I've never
known anything other than the fair every year. My kids were
also in 4H, and they had cattle and hogs”

“The fair is about the community,” she said. “It’s the com-
munity’s fair, and it’s for everyone.”

Daily admission to the fair is $10 for adults, $5 for children
ages 6 to 12, and free for children under 6. Most nights, ride
bands cost $25. According to the fair website, rides operate
from 6 to 10 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 6 to 11 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, weather and attendance permitting.

The fair takes place at the Page Valley Fairgrounds, 15 Fairlane
Dr, Luray. For more information about the fair, see the fair
website at pagevalleyfair.org.
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Page County to install
four commemorative

250

markers for VA250

Page County, named for patriot
John Page, wants the impact
of its VA250 celebrations to
be lasting. To that end, it will
install four historic markers in
the county, one in Stanley, one
in Shenandoah, and one

in Luray, as well as a

county marker at

the courthouse

in Luray.

The county will

also hold spe-

cial events to
commemorate

the nation's Semi-
quincentennial,

said Rod Graves,
chairman of the co-
unty’'s VA250 committee.
Graves is also vice president
of Luray Caverns.

The first marker will be in-
stalled on Friday of Memorial
Day weekend in Shenandoah
to commemorate religious
freedom, Graves said.

“There was a lot of religious
fervor in the Valley at that time,
and | think some of that con-
tributed to the Revolutionary
War cause.”

The installation of that marker
will take place at the Town of
Shenandoah Museum and Wel-
come Center, 507 1st St., on
May 22 at 3 p.m. Light refresh-
ments will be served.

That same weekend, a VA250
kickoff celebration will take
place at Luray Caverns’ Shenan-
doah Heritage Village. During

the event on Friday and Satur-
day, the VA250 mobile museum
will be on-site. There will also
be special 18th-century reen-
actments and demonstrations
on May 22, May 23 and May 24

at Shenandoah Heritage

Village.

“We're  having

approximately

35 re-enactors,

some contin-

ental soldiers,

18th-century

period craft-

ers,” Graves

said. “They'll in-

clude a tinsmith,

18th-century open

hearth cooking. We'll

have a gunsmith and a person

that spins wool and another
man that does loom work.”

Eighteenth-century dancers will
perform on Saturday, and Sun-
day will feature music by Ben
Miller, Graves said.

During the weekend of July 4th,
another marker, dedicated to
agriculture, will be dedicated at
Ed Good Park, 332 E. Main St.,
in Stanley during the town'’s an-
nual Homecoming celebration.

Two other markers, one for the
county dedicated to colonial
patriots and one for Luray,
dedicated to colonial industry,
will be erected at later dates,
Graves said.

PHOTO BY DANIEL LIN/DNR

Visitors to Luray Caverns make their
way through a self-guided tour.
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Agricultural Fairs a summertime staple

BY MICKEY POWELL

THE WINCHESTER STAR

Two annual agricultural fairs in the area are
fast approaching.

The Frederick County Fair will be held July
27 through Aug. 1 at the fairgrounds in Clear
Brook. A little over a week later, the 71st Annual
Clarke County Fair will be held Aug. 9-16 at the
fairgrounds just west of Berryville.

Both events are still in the planning stages. Yet they
typically feature entertainment, pageants, carnival
rides and food and product vendors along with
livestock shows and competitions pertaining to
farming/agriculture and rural lifestyles.

The Frederick County Fair’s website shows the

following activities are being planned: A rodeo *
on July 27, a monster truck competition on July §

28, truck and tractor pulls July 30-31 and a demo-
lition derby on Aug. 1.

Organizers say the fair will have a new carnival
provider, Jolly Shows from Annapolis, Maryland,
which will offer more rides. Also, there will be a
water-focused circus, Aqua Live Spectacular.

Two opportunities will be available for those with
singing or musical skills they want to showcase.

A “Rising Star” competition for children ages
5-13 is scheduled for 7 p.m. July 28. For individ-
uals 14 and older, a “Frederick County’s Got
Talent” competition will be held at the same time
the following day.

Both competitions will be held on the South
Lawn Stage at the fairgrounds. To register, go
online to frederickcountyfair.com/frederick-
countys-got-talent.html and scan a QR code.

The fair is seeking agricultural groups, farmers,
educators and food enthusiasts to lead hands-on
demonstrations during The Daily Dirt from 5 to 6
p-m. each day of the event.

Plans are to host two to three demonstrations
daily on topics such as agriculture, food, farming
skills and/or homesteading projects, the web-
site shows. Potential ones include beekeeping,
baking, livestock care and gardening. For more
information, call or text 540-247-6753 or send an
email to ekelley8804@gmail.com.

The fair is organized by the nonprofit Frederick
County Fair Association.

The Clarke County Ruritan Club organizes the
fair there. Activities are still being planned, yet

club President Brad Broy said fair-goers can ex-
pect many of the same things they've come to
enjoy over the years.

But “we’re going to mix the schedule up a little
bit” Broy said, with activities being held on
different days than in the past.

Pageants will still be held on Sunday and Monday
nights. However, the Lawn & Garden Tractor Pull
will be held after the Little Miss Clarke County
pageant on Monday night. “Dirt drags” will be held
Tuesday night, followed by the Atlantic Pro-Pull-
ing Tractor Pull on Wednesday night, a demolition
derby on Thursday night, a rodeo on Friday night
and the Pig Scramble on Saturday night.

Musical entertainment hasn’t yet been con-
firmed, Broy said. He mentioned, though, a cov-
er has been installed over the grandstand at the
fairgrounds to keep the sun - and any rain that
might suddenly occur - off event spectators.

Go online to clarkecountyfair.org to keep up
with the fair as plans progress.

PHOTO BY DANIEL LIN/DNR
Leah Stout, 17, of Winchester, washes her hogs
prior to the start of the livestock sale at the
Frederick County Fair.

Newtown Heritage Festival
will spotlight America’s 250th )

Stephens City’'s Newtown Heritage Festival — an annual event
held over Memorial Day weekend — is known for celebrating
the Frederick County town's rich history.

This year, it's casting a wider net and going all out to commemorate America’s
250th birthday.

You can kick off the holiday weekend on Friday, May 22, from 6 to 9 p.m. with live
music, food, and more in Newtown Commons at 5615 Main St. On Saturday, May
23, from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m., enjoy a full day of festivities, including trolley tours of
various homes of people who fought in the American Revolution. Tours start at
10 a.m., 11:30 a.m., and 4 p.m. at 5408 Main St. The Daughters of the American
Revolution will host a tea on the porch. Also part of the day’s events: heritage
demonstrations, a car and tractor show, craft vendors, live music, free activities for
kids, a parade on Main Street, and a fireworks finale to close out the night.

The event schedule, with the music lineup, food trucks, vendors, and more, will be
updated soon at newtownheritagefestival.org/event-schedule.
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" BEAVER CREEK
ANTIQUE MARKET

DOWNRWER o
CANC - e #1 Antique Shop
j Hagerstown, Maryland

“BIG CITY Antiques

At Country Prices”
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Hagerstown, MD~:%
301-739-8075

beavercreekantiquemarket.com

All kinds of

fibery goodness!

ALL YOUR FAVORITE LOCAL YARN DYERS
AND SPINNERS, PLUS MUCH MORE|

FREE EVENT
Saturday, Oct. 24 1 9am-U4pm
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We've added bike rentals!

Book online and use code DAY TRIPPER at checkout for 10% off your trip

884 Indian Hollow Rd.
Bentonville, VA 22630

www.dowanriver.com
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somebody@downriver.com
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Explore Around

Branch Mountain

Visiting the Branch Mountain
Festival? Turn the trip into a
weekend by exploring the
scenicand historicarea around
Moorefield, West Virginia.

HISTORIC DOWNTOWN
MOOREFIELD

Walk streets lined with small
shops, local restaurants and
early 20th-century buildings.
The Hardy County Court-
house, completed in 1914,
anchors the town square,
while the Moorefield Depot
Museum highlights the area’s
railroad history.

OUTDOOR ESCAPES

The nearby South Branch of
the Potomac River offers
fishing, kayaking and quiet
spots for a picnic. For a longer

outing, head to Nathaniel
Mountain Wildlife Manage-
ment Area, where trails lead
to wide views of the valley.

LOCAL FLAVORS

Area diners and bakeries
serve regional staples, from
country breakfasts to fresh-
baked goods. Seasonal
items such as apple cider
often reflect the area’s agri-
cultural roots.

ARTISAN FINDS
Shops in Moorefield and
surrounding communities
feature handmade goods,
including pottery, quilts
and woodwork.

PLAN AHEAD

Most attractions keep day-
time hours. Arriving early
or staying overnight allows
time to explore beyond the
festival grounds.

BY ELLYN WEXLER
SPECIAL TO DAY-TRIPPER

A quiet pas-  AMERICA
ture outside
Moorefield,
West Virginia,
comes alive
each summer
with  banjos,
fiddles and harmony singing, draw-
ing visitors from across the region. The
Branch Mountain Bluegrass Festival
returns July 15-18, offering four days of
music, camping and Appalachian hos-
pitality on Powder Spring Road.

% % &k k ok Kk

Now in its third year, the festival has
gained a loyal following by blending
traditional bluegrass with a relaxed,
family-friendly atmosphere. Organizer
Billy Keplinger and his family, draw-
ing on decades of musical experience,
bring together local, regional and na-
tional performers while maintaining a
strong community feel.

The Keplingers have played bluegrass
since 1980, performing at venues
including the Wheeling Jamboree in
Wheeling and recording multiple alb-
ums. Though they scaled back touring
inthe 1990s to focus on careers and family,
they never stepped away from music,
continuing to write, perform locally
and mentor younger musicians. In recent
years, that commitment has expanded
to teaching lessons, hosting weekly jam
sessions and creating opportunities for
musicians of all ages to connect.

That dedication to passing along trad-
ition inspired the festival itself.

“We are a family event, and we want
everyone to feel comfortable, make new
friends, visit with old friends, just relax
and make memories.” Keplinger said.

The festival unfolds under a large pole
tent in a scenic pasture, transformed
each year into a temporary village of
campers, musicians and fans. Campers
arrive days in advance, setting up chairs
and instruments as the space fills with
tuning strings and informal picking.
Jam and lesson tents encourage spon-
taneous collaboration, often continuing

Y

Branch Mountain Bluegrass Festival invites
day trippers to celebrate America 250

well after the main stage goes quiet.

Music runs each afternoon into the eve-
ning, with rotating bands and breaks
that let attendees browse vendors, grab
ameal or join a jam circle. A family-style
dinner on opening day offers an early
chance for newcomers and returning
guests to gather, reinforcing the wel-
coming tone. For many, the setting is
as much a draw as the music. Children
play nearby, pets are welcome, and the
atmosphere is festive yet easygoing.

By evening, stage lights rise and the
energy builds. Performances take on a
more electric feel, with tight harmonies
and fast-paced picking carrying across
the hills. When the final set ends, small
groups often gather around campsites
for late-night sessions that stretch into
the early hours.

Moments of connection between artists
and audiences set the festival apart. Last
year, singer-songwriter Larry Cordle -
known for “Highway 40 Blues” and “Murder
on Music Row”- lingered after his per-
formance to take requests and share
stories about how he wrote his songs,
giving listeners a rare, personal glimpse
into bluegrass music’s creative process.

Attendance reached about 2,000 in
2025, and organizers expect 3,000 to
4,000 this year.

This year’s lineup reflects that growth,
featuring a mix of established and
emerging acts, including Cordle, Dave
Adkins & Mountain Soul, Lonesome River
Band, Lorraine Jordan & Country Grass,
Nothin’ Fancy and Hammertowne. The
host band, the Keplingers’ bluegrass
group N2PICKN, appears throughout
the weekend, including collaborative
sets with multiple artists on stage.

Musicians of all skill levels are encour-
aged to bring instruments, join jam ses-
sions and take part in workshops de-
signedtopreservetraditionaltechniques.
For younger attendees, the festival offers
both entertainment and education, pro-
viding a hands-on introduction to a dis-
tinctly American musical form.

Inrecognition of the nation’s 250th anni-
versary, organizers are adding patriotic

For more information and tickets, call 304-257-3378 or visit
westvirginiasbranchmountainbluegrassfestival.com.

Connty

WEST VIRGINI

elements throughout the
weekend. “We want to bring
a smile, a laugh and pride in
being an American to all our
guests,” Keplinger said.

k

i
The event opens with the nat- I
ional anthem and a flag-raising
ceremony, alongside antique
displays, programming high-
lighting early American life and I
children’s activities, with an
opportunity to dress as Uncle
Sam. As the United States ap-
proaches its 250th anniversary,
the festival highlights how deep- I
ly American musical traditions
remain tied to gathering, story-
telling and shared experience.
Bluegrass, rooted in Appala-
chian communities, continues
to serve as a bridge between
generations, connecting past
and present through song.

For the Keplingers, that con-
nection remains at the heart
of the event. Through perfor-
mance, teaching and the
festival itself, they
continue to cre-
ate a space
where
tradition
is  not
only
pre- ‘
served
b ut
lived, @
o n e
song,
one les-
son and
one gath-
ering at a
time.

\




Discover one-of-a-kind
handcrafted decorations,
gifts & more!

Looking for the perfect family-friendly
outdoor adventure?

White Water Adventurers in Ohiopyle offers fun-filled rafting, beautiful scenery, and just the right
excitement for first-time rafters only 2 hours from Frederick! Whether you're planning a day trip or
a weekend getaway, this is your chance to hit the river and make unforgettable memories.

6 Negley St., Ohiopyle, PA 15470
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AIR & BUS TOURS

(717)-597-5997
www.klinetours.net

THE OFFICIAL
COMMUNITY'S

HOIC

AWARDS

WINNER

ATLANTIC CITY 3 DAY SUMMER SPECIAL

2 Dates: Wednesday-Friday, July 1-3 and September 2-4- 3 days/2 nights, $299 per person
(double occupancy). Includes 2 nights lodging at Margaretville at Resorts Hotel Casino, along
the world-famous boardwalk. Per person bonus: $20 Bonus, 2-$20 Meal Credits

SMOKY MOUNTAIN ADVENTURE

Pigeon Forge and Gatlinburg Sunday -Thursday —September 13-17 $1179 per person (double
occupancy). Includes: 8 Meals, 4 Shows: Hatfield & McCoy Dinner Feud, Comedy Barn, Country Tonight,
and Dolly Parton’s Pirates Voyage dinner show. Tour of Smoky Mountains, Titanic, Dollywood.

SAN ANTONIO AND DALLAS

Texas Tour featuring Dallas and San Antonio: Sunday, September 20- Friday, September 25. 6 days/ 5 nights, including 3 nights
on the Riverwalk and 2 nights in Dallas. $2599 per person (double occupancy includes: round-tip airfare from BWI, round-trip
airport transportation, five nights lodging, including three on the Riverwalk, ning meals. Tours of San Antonio, Dallas, and Fort
Worth. Alamo, IMAX ilm “The Price of Freedom”, EI Mercado, private canal barge, Southfork Ranch, Sixth Floor Museum, Cowboys
Stadium Tour, Bily Bob's Texas (world's largest honky tonk|, free time on the Riverwalk. Local quide in San Antonio and Dallas

NEW ENGLAND FALL FOLIAGE TOUR

Monday-Friday, September 28-October 2- 5 days/4 nights $1299 per person (double occupancy).4 nights lodging
in Concord, NH, four breakfasts, 3 dinners including a Lobster Bake with entertainment, one boxed lunch Ride
on the Cog Railroad to the Summit of Mt Washington and back Cruise on the MS Mt Washington from Weirs
to Wolfeboro, Visit to Kennebunkport, Stonewall Kitchen and Nubble Lighthouse, Wine Tasting at Seven Birches

NIAGARA FALLS

Sunday-Wednesday, October 4-7 $799 per person (double occupancy) Suite Upgrade $849 per person
(double occupancy) 3 nights lodging, 3 breakfasts, 3 dinners, Hornblower Cruise Voyage to the Falls,
Niagara Takes Flight attraction, guided tour of Niagara Falls, Skylon Tower, Welland Shipping Canal, Floral
Clock, Greg Frewin Theatre, Winery Tour, Niagara-on-the-Lake. Passport required.

MYRTLE BEACH

Sunday -Thursday, October 18-22: $979 per person (double occupancy) includes four nights
of oceanfront accommodations, eight Meals, and three Shows: Legends In Concert, One, The
Show at Alabama Theater, Carolina Opry, Le Grand Cirque Presents Maximum Velocity, a two-
hour eco-cruise of Murrells Inlet, and Shopping at Broadway at the Beach.

Myrtle Beach

¥ CHARLESTON, SC, CHARLOTTE, MOUNT AIRY
"W Sunday, October 25-Thursday, October 29. 5 days/4 nights, 2 nights in Charleston, 1

T8 8 Meals, Billy Graham Library, Historical tour of Charleston, Boone Hall Plantation, Spirit

night in Charlotte, 1 night in Mount Airy, $1199 per person (double occupancy includes

of Carolina Cruise, Old City Market, storyteller in Mount Airy, tour of Mount Airy, Andy
Griffith Museum, Billy Graham Museum

ATLANTIC CITY MARGARITAVILLE AT RESORTS HOTEL CASINO
OVERNIGHT

Sunday-Monday October 26-27 $179 per person (double occupancy) includes overnight
lodging at Margaritaville at Resorts Hotel Casino along the world famous Atlantic City
Boardwalk Per Person Bonus Package:, $20 Bonus, $20 Meal Credit

LAS VEGAS

5 Days/ 4 Nights, Monday —Friday, November 9-13, 2026 $879 per person (double occupancy)
Includes: Round-Trip Motorcoach to BWI, Round-rip non-stop air to Las Vegas, Round-trip
Airport to Hotel Transfers, 4nights Accommodation at the fabulous Excalibur Hotel & Casino.

NASHVILLE COUNTRY CHRISTMAS AT GAYLORD OPRYLAND
RESORT

Thursday-Sunday, December 17-20 $2199 per person (double occupancy). includes roundrip airfare,
roundtrip bus to airport, 3 nights lodging at Gaylord Opryland Resort, 6 Meals, four shows including
Christmas Dinner show in ballroom at Gaylord Opryland, Amy Grant & Vince Gill at the Ryman, General
Jackson Showboat Luncheon Cruise with entertainment., Grand Ole Opry Christmas, Country Music
Hall of Fame, Studio B guided city tour of Nashville, Delta Flatboat ride, Treasures for the Holidays, Ice.

CHRISTMAS IN NEW YORK

Friday-Sunday, December 18-20: $799 per person includes two nights lodging
at the Sheraton New York Times Square and a Four-Hour Guided Tour of New
York City and the Statue of Liberty. This fantastic mid-town location at 7th
Avenue and 53rd Street is close to Times Square, Central Park, and Rockefeller
Center. Itis also located in the heart of the theater district, a short walk to many
New York City attractions.

BALTIMORE ORIOLES 2026 BUS TRIPS
ALL GAMES INCLUDE ALL YOU CAN EAT
CLUB LEVEL SEATING

ORIOLES AT CAMDEN YARDS BUS TRIPS
Saturday, June 13 vs. Padres 4:05 p.m. $169
Saturday, June 27 vs. Nationals 7:05 p.m. $169
Thursday, July 9 vs. Cubs 6:35 p.m. $139
Saturday, July 25 vs. Braves 7:05 p.m. $149
Thursday, August 20 vs. Yankees 6:35 p.m. $149
Saturday, August 22 vs. Rays 7:05 p.m. $149
Monday, September 7 vs. Guardians 1:35 p.m. $129
1 DAY TRIPS

JOSHUA AT SIGHT & SOUND

Friday, June 5, August 18, December $179 per person.
Includes a meal at Hershey Farms

NEW YORK CITY

1-Day Trip Saturday, June 6, October 10,
November 28, December 5,12,19 $105 per person
OCEAN CITY Saturday, June 13 (Air Show),

July 18, October 25 (Sunfest) $89 per person
WIND CREEK CASINO Saturday, June 20 $63 per
person, $30 Bonus

STATUE OF LIBERTY Saturday, June 27 Adults $135,
Child $125. Includes Ferry Ride to Statue of Liberty and
Ellis Island

RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR
Monday, November 30, $229 per person featuring the
world-famous Rockettes

AMERICAN MUSIC THEATRE CHRISTMAS SHOW
WINTER WONDERLAND

Thursday, December 17, includes the show and meal. $149
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Our year-round farm market offers a wide variety of
locally produced fruits, vegetables, milk, eggs, cheeses, honey,
meat (beef, chicken, pork), spices, preserves, wine, pies.
We also offer bulk candy, nuts, dried fruit, spices, teas, coffee,
gluten free snacks, soup mixes and products made from local artisans.

Stop in and see why we are known for our delicious
vine ripened tomatoes, the best sweet corn,
juicy peaches, and crisp apples.

Open Daily - Hours vary by season.

Starting in September:
Pumpkins, Fall Mums, Indian Corn & Winter Squash

24247 Senedo Road, Woodstock, VA * (540) 459-8645
Easy to find on Route 42, 1/2 mile west of 1-81, exit 283, Woodstock

+ www.MoweryOrchard.com @l
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REET OF VA

In Front Royal, Virginia, we invite you to settle in and venture out! Come for adventure in the Shenandoah
National Park, Skyline Drive, and our beautiful river and caverns. Then stay for our charming Main Street,
our rich Civil War history, and our shopping and dining opportunities.

oo0bine

FARM MARKET
g e I 7 (i 05
AN, } A He‘are arejflét‘a’{ ‘:k JV X

few things we carry (+1), ¢

. 20 Years! N
during the year:

Fresh Bal;ked Golo{:is, Meat, Produce, Wines (local and beyond!), ]ellie§;2
Jams, Butters, Dressings & Sauces, Pickles & Relishes, Gift Items,
Herbs, Bedding Plants, Homemade Apple Butter, Farm Fresh Beef & :
Pork, Local Cheeses, Gift Certificates and so much more!

PRE-ORDERS WELCOME ON FRESH BAKED GOODS
FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION OR HOLIDAY

WOODBINE FARM MARKET
5199 John Marshall Hwy, Strasburg, VA ¢ (540) 465-2729

Check out our website for hours of operation
www.woodbinefarmmarket.com

“©
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Enjoy the
outdoors at
the growing
Cacapon
State Park

BY TOM MARKLAND
TMARKLAND@JOURNAL-NEWS.NET

Tucked into the mountains
of Morgan County, Cacapon
State Park has long served
as a cornerstone of outdoor
recreation in the Eastern Pan-
handle, offering visitors a mix
of natural beauty, modern
amenities and year-round
activities that continue to draw
both locals and tourists.

Established in 1936 during the Great Depression
as part of a broader effort to create jobs and
expand public lands, the park spans more than
6,000 acres of forest, rolling hills and scenic
overlooks. Today, it stands as one of the region’s
most visited destinations, balancing its historic
roots with recent investments aimed at improv-
ing accessibility and expanding its appeal.

At the center of the park’s offerings is Cacapon
Lodge, a modern facility that reopened in 2021
after a $41 million renovation and expansion
project. Thelodge features dozens ofguestrooms,
conference space and a restaurant overlooking
the surrounding mountains, positioning the park
as both a leisure destination and a venue for
events and business retreats.

COURTESY PHOTO
The spillway at Cacapon Resort State Park can
be a lovely place to take in fall colors.

Outdoor recreation remains the park’s primary
draw. More than 20 miles of hiking trails wind
through the property, ranging from beginner-
friendly paths to more challenging climbs.
Among the most popular is the Cacapon Moun-
tain Overlook trail, which leads to a panoramic
view of the surrounding valleys and ridgelines.

In addition to hiking, the park offers mountain
biking, fishing and boating opportunities. Caca-
pon Lake, a 6-acre body of water, is frequently
used for paddle sports and catch-and-release
fishing, particularly during the warmer months.

Cacapon Resort State Park is also home to its
own “Almost Heaven” swing, part of the state’s
popular swing trail that encourages visitors to ex-
plore scenic locations across the Mountain State.
Perched at a high-elevation overlook, the wooden
swing offers sweeping views of the surrounding
mountains and valleys, making it a frequent stop
for visitors looking for a good photo.

A $3.5 million trail expansion will add 35 miles
of professionally designed mountain biking
trails to the park’s existing 25-mile system. Once
completed, the project will more than double
the available trail mileage and position Cacapon
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The park spans
more than
6,000 acres of
forest, rolling hills
and scenic
overlooks.”

WVSTATEPARKS.COM/PARKS/
CACAPON-RESORT-STATE-PARK

as a major destination for mountain biking in
the Mid-Atlantic. Construction is already under-
way, with the first phase completed in 2025 and
the full project slated for completion in 2026.
The expansion is designed to accommodate
riders of all skill levels, from beginner-friendly



paths and youth-focused features to
advanced trails aimed at experienced
cyclists.

The trail expansion builds on recent
recognition for the park’s outdoor
infrastructure. Cacapon was awarded
the 2023 Coalition for Recreational
Trails Award for Trail Construction
and Design, helping secure addi-
tional funding through partnerships
with organizations such as the Inter-
national Mountain Bicycling Assoc-
iation and the Morgan County
Commission.

Golf has also become a major attrac-
tion. The park’s 18-hole champion-
ship golf course, originally designed
in the 1970s, underwent renovations
in recent years to modernize the
layout and improve playing condi-
tions. The course now attracts players
from across the Mid-Atlantic region,
contributing to the park’s growing
reputation as a golf destination.

In addition to its recreational offerings,
the park hosts educational programs
and community events throughout the
year. Nature walks, interpretive pro-
grams and youth camps are regularly
scheduled, providing opportunities
for visitors to learn about the region’s
ecology and history.

Efforts have also been made to improve
accessibility and inclusivity. Park
officials have expanded ADA-compli-
ant facilities and continue to evaluate
ways to make trails and amenities
more accessible to visitors of all
abilities.

Cacapon’s growing reputation has

also made it a host site for large-scale
events. In August, the park welcomed

COURTESY PHOTOS
CIRCLE: Trenton Asbury (Putnam
County Pedalers Composite) races
through the course of Rock and Roll
at Cacapon on Sunday afternoon.
BOTTOM: A view of hole No. 1 at
Cacapon Resort golf course.

the International Bowhunting Orga-
nization World Championship for the
third consecutive year, drawing more
than 3,000 competitors, coaches and
spectators from around the world.

Environmental stewardship remains
a priority as well. The park operates
under guidelines aimed at preserving
its natural resources while accommo-
dating increased use. This includes
habitat protection efforts, water
quality monitoring and sustainable
maintenance practices.

Despite its growth and modernization,
Cacapon State Park has retained
much of the character that has de-
fined it for decades. Visitors still find
quiet stretches of forest, scenic over-
looks and a sense of seclusion that
can be difficult to find elsewhere in
the region.

Looking ahead, state officials have
indicated continued interest in in-
vesting in West Virginia’s park system,
with Cacapon expected to remain
a focal point. Future improvements
may include additional trail develop-
ment, expanded programming and
further upgrades to existing facilities.

As interest in outdoor recreation
shows no signs of slowing, Cacapon
State Park appears well positioned
to meet growing demand while
maintaining the natural and cultural
qualities that have made it a staple
of the Eastern Panhandle for nearly
a century.

Town of Bath
celebrates 250
years along with
national 250th

BERKELEY SPRINGS - As Cacapon Resort State Park
continues to expand its footprint in Morgan County,
nearby Town of Bath is marking a milestone of its own.

250

In 2026, the Town of Bath is celebrating its 250th an-
niversary, along with the United States’ own 250th,
commemorating its founding in 1776 and its long-
standing identity as a spa town.

Mayor Greg Schene recently announced that the
town received an official proclamation from West
Virginia Gov. Patrick Morrisey recognizing Bath as
“America’s First Spa Town,” a designation local lead-
ers say reflects centuries of history and cultural sig-
nificance.

“Thisis more than a title on paper —itis a declaration
of 250 years of history, resilience, and enduring
community spirit,” Schene said in a statement.

The town’s origins are closely tied to its mineral
springs, which flow at a constant 74.3 degrees and
have attracted visitors for generations. Even before
the town'’s formal establishment, the area drew at-
tention from prominent figures including George
Washington, who visited in 1748.

Since then, Bath has developed into a hub for
relaxation and tourism, hosting attractions such as
the Berkeley Springs Water Works and the interna-
tionally recognized Berkeley Springs International
Water Tasting.

Anniversary celebrations, emphasize both preser-
vation and progress, with town officials focusing on
infrastructure improvements and efforts to enhance
walkability and support local businesses.

“Our goal is not just to maintain our town, but to
elevate a national treasure,” Schene said.

Schene says the milestone offers an opportunity to
honor Bath’s past while reinforcing its role as a key
driver of tourism in the Eastern Panhandle.
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The Country Inn Shenandoah River

f Berkeley S . _
. <_-3.r f__,,}; Outflte rs

EVENTS
SCHEIMILE
OMNLINE

Featuring

The Renaissance Spa The Inn Restaurant
70 Guest Rooms The Morgan Tavern S
Banquet Facilities The Retreat
Summer Concerts Wedding Receptions

Spa & Dinming Packages | Seasonal Outdoor Dining

Next to the Historic Mineral Springs e e

Call 540-743-4159

or www.shenandoahriver.com

304.258.1200 www. TheCountryInnWV.com 6502 S. Page Valley Road Luray, VA 22835

WE LEARN THROUGH 1o West Corkst
(540) N
LA | i
L]

Downtown Berkeley Springs, West Virginia

[=]

Visit our website for DISCOVERYMUSEUM.NET

current hours.

SHENANDOAH VALLEY

DISCOVERY
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VIRGINIA

Celebrate summer under the stars at
Shenandoah Valley Musie Festival

BY ASHLEY MILLER
THE NORTHERN VIRGINIA DAILY

A mix of classic sounds,
crowd favorites and a few
long-awaited bookings will
take center stage this sum-
mer at the Shenandoah
Valley Music Festival be-
ginning in July with “a
little something for every-
body” including The Four “

Tops, the Bacon Brothers FULL SCHEDULE

aﬂd a SpeCia| 250th B|g July 17: Little River Band

I July 18: The Four Tops One standout addition to the concert lineup ties
B ! rth d ay B as h : Lawn ti(:ketZ: $77. Pavilion ticﬁets: $82. into this year’s 250th celebration of America’s
founding. “We’ll be doing our big band birthday
“We have a lot of really popular things going on - SN YT ENRNTE RN RIS IS4 (W  party with the Lynchburg Symphony Orchestra,”
this summer - some classic rock, classic country, Lynch said. “It seems like the 250th celebration,

COURTESY PHOTOS
Diamond Rio’s hit songs include “Meet Me in the
Middle" and “One More Day.” They will perform July 24.

and whatever you want to call the Bacon Brothers,” July 25: "A Big Band Birthday" well, as it should be, is getting a lot of attention,
said SVMF Executive Director Dennis Lynch. celebrating America’s 250th with LSO so we're going to be part of that.”
“We set our sights on some bands,” he said. “We Aug. 7: Oriainal Beach Bov Al Jardi Planning is still underway for the big bash, but
wanted to get early on, and we ended up getting Ug. /- lginatlibeaciyBOy ALIdICIne Lynch said it will be memorable for all attendees.
most of them. We're real pleased with that’ &The Pet Sounds Band )

Some bookings, Lynch noted, have been years
Every summer, the SVMF presents a series of Aug. 8: The Bacon Brothers in the making.
gon‘certsHori tlhe groundds l()) f glle Eormer Olr kl;l.ey Seot. 5: Hotel California: “We had looked into Little River Band in the past

prings Hotel, now used by the Episcopal Dio- (5 e R T TER and never could work out a date,” he said.

cese of Virginia as its Shrine Mont retreat center. The 0r|g|na| Eagles Tribute. ) ] ]
Since the festival’s inception in 1963, thousands Others were easier to secure, including the re-
of people have sat under the stars at the base of Sept. 6: Hot Strings & Cool Breezes scheduling of the Bacon Brothers, who canceled
Great North Mountain to enjoy a wide variety Americana Minifest with Michael Cleveland last year but quickly rescheduled.
of musical genres including classical, big band, & Jason Carter, Josh Martin & When asked about must-see acts, one rose to
bluegrass and pop rock. Jenee Fleenor of the Wood Box Heroes the top for Lynch.
The pavilion can hold 580 guests and the lawn FOR SHOWTIMES, TICKETS AND TO LEARN One band that I'm really looking forward to -

can hold hundreds more. MORE ABOUT SVMF, VISIT: MUSICFEST.ORG [original Beach Boy] Al Jardine and the Pet
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Sounds Band,” he said, noting the show will
celebrate the legacy of the Beach Boy’s Brian
Wilson. “All this music is going to be familiar to
anybody in America, everybody in America.”

Fan feedback continues to shape the summer
lineup as well.

“We survey our audience and Motown is like
way up there,” he said. “They like classic rock
first, Motown and classic country are generally
kind of neck and neck.”

Added Lynch: “We don't really go for one cen-
tral vibe. We kind of pride ourselves on having
something, a little something for everybody.

And if all goes according to plan, it will be yet
another memorable season under the stars, if
the weather cooperates.

Since 1963, Shenandoah Valley Music Festival
has brought live music to the Valley. The non-
profit is supported by Shenandoah County
Tourism, the Town of Mount Jackson, private
sponsors and donors, as well as grants from
the Virginia Tourism Corporation, Virginia
Commission for the Arts and the National En-
dowment for the Arts.

The venue is located at 217 Shrine Mont Cir-
cle, Orkney Springs, VA, 22845. Parking is free.
Food and ice cream may be purchased on site,
but attendees are welcome to bring their own
food and drinks, including alcohol.

COURTESY PHOTOS
LEFT: The Bacon Brothers.
Kevin Bacon, right, is a
popular Hollywood actor
appearing is such films

as "Footloose,” "A Few
Good Men" and “Apollo
13.” Michael Bacon is an
Emmy-winning composer.
RIGHT: Al Jardine, one of
the original Beach Boys,
will perform with The Pet
Sounds Band. BOTTOM:
The Four Tops.

All this music
is going to be
familiar to
anybody in
America,
everybody in
America.”

DENNIS LYNCH,
SHENANDOAH VALLEY MUSIC
FESTIVAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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Shenandoah

County to step 25

back in time with
Celebrates 1776 event

To celebrate the nation’s 250th birthday, the
Shenandoah County Historical Society will present
Shenandoah County Celebrates 1776, which will
bring the sights, sounds and spirit of the American
Revolution to downtown Woodstock.

Slated for June 20 from 10 a.m.to 5 p.m., the event
will feature historical lectures, reenactors, artisans
and interactive programming focused on the Rev-
olutionary War era including music and dance by
Sala de Estar, lan MacDougall, Heart Strings, Shen
Rio and Tom Mack.

11

Organizers say it's “a once in a generation event.”

The opening ceremony at 10 a.m. will include
special guests Fred, Nick and Steve Hufford,
descendants of the sculptor who created the John

Peter Gabriel Muhlenberg bust that stands in front
of the historic courthouse.

Speakers and authors include Michael Cecere, Jeff
Evans, Gabe Neville, Dr. Emily Sneff, John Settle,
Lisa Minardi and Brett Walker.

Family and children’s activities including face paint-
ing, scavenger hunts and 18th century drumming.

There will also be weaving and basketry demon-
strations, a traditional gunsmith as well as encamp-
ments, children’s programs and a public mosaic.

The historic Shenandoah County Courthouse at
103 N. Main St. along with the Woodstock Museum
at 104 S. Muhlenberg St. and the Wickham House at
124 W. Court St. will be open for the day's festivities.

Organizers said they hope to attract all ages, especially
youth hoping to encourage a deeper understanding
of the nation’s founding and its enduring legacy.

A full schedule and list of participants may be
found at: sc250.shenandoahhistory.org
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HEerrTaGE Pass

ONE PASS. ENDLESS DISCOVERIES.

Get discounted admission to 5 top
historic and cultural destinations —
plus exclusive hotel savings

Valid through December 31, 2026, the
joint initiative between the George C.
Marshall International Center and
leading local museums and cultural
destinations to offer discounted
admission to five top destinations:

MORVEN PARK

OATLANDS HISTORIC HOUSE & GARDENS
GEORGE C. MARSHALL’S DODONA MANOR
LOUDOUN HERITAGE FARM MUSEUM
NATIONAL SPORTING LIBRARY & MUSEUM
Visitors receive a 15% discount on hotel

stays through a special partnership with
the B.F. Saul Hospitality Group.

LEARN MORE

eorgecmarshall.org/

heritagepass
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June 20, 2026

Bonnie’s at The Red Byrd %

19409 Shepherdstown Pike, Keedysville, MD 21756
301-432-5822

2016
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2017
CERTIFICATE of

2018
CERTIFICATE of

2019
CERTIFICATE of

EXCELLENCE EXCELLENCE EXCELLENCE EXCELLENCE
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tripadvisor tripadvisor tripadvisor tripadvisor

Homecooking Served
7 Days a Week, 8AM-8PM
Just Minutes from Antietam Battlefield
Serving Battlefield Visitors since 1960

Catering Available « Buses Welcome

Boxed Lunches Available
Homemade Crab Cakes
Homemade Pork BBQ ¢ Fresh Fried Chicken

Fresh Baked Pies * Red Byrd Cake

Rev. Peter Muhlenberg 4
COL 8th VA Regiment

Thank you to our many 5/701450}’5/
(]
A SHENTEL Cl

NATIONAL BANK
ZDAR | @RITS | 1y Gobitraniy | FirstBank®
= | & | O

Edward Jones 3
SHENANROAH FAM Rank HOLTZMAN

Y valleyHealth

Healthier, together.

Military Reenactors * Weapons & Equipment * Historic

Visit Shenandoah250.0rg or scan this QR code -

Come to the historic town of Woodstock for a
full-day celebration of our nation’s 250th birthday

Distinguished Lecturers * Authors - Books Sales
Artisans & Crafters * Children's Activity Center

Personalities Impersonators * Music & Dance

for more details about this historic event!
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Where Cultsre, Nature, and Community
COME TOGETHER

Shenandoah Valley Westminster-Canterbury's Life Plan Community is more than just a place to live; it's a
vibrant lifestyle of connections. Nature enthusiasts will love our beautiful landscapes and outdoor activities,
while book lovers and art aficionados will appreciate our diverse cultural events, lifelong learning opportunities,
and engaging programs. Whether you're looking for a serene retreat or active living, our community offers

a variety of options, including apartments, single-family homes, cottages, and villa apartments. At SV\WC,
you'll find a community that nurtures relationships and a sense of belonging.

——
WestmmsterCanterbury

SHENANDOAH VALLEY

fm&ﬁe&fa« Z%&

Connect with us to find your place at SVWC.
CONNECT.SVWC.ORG - (540) 665-5914

300 WESTMINSTER-CANTERBURY DRIVE | WINCHESTER, VA
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Rocbinglican County,

Bridgewater Lawn Party returns for 88th year

BY LORI D’'ANGELO
DAILY NEWS-RECORD

In the Shenandoah Valley,
summer is a time for fairs,
fireworks and lawn parties.
And one of the most antic-
ipated lawn parties of the
season is the Bridgewater Lawn
Party, which will take place
this July for the 88th time.

Joshua Shank, chief of the Bridgewater Volunteer
Fire Department and Bridgewater Lawn Party
chair, took over organizing the lawn party in 2018
after its previous organizers, Charlie Craun and
Doug Martin, asked someone to step up. Shank
and Shawn Rhodes now serve as co-chairs.
Charlie Craun passed away in 2023, but his
widow, Vicki Craun, continues to help out with
the lawn party.

The lawn party, which is the fundraiser that
got Bridgewater’s Volunteer Fire Department
started, is older than the fire department itself,
Shank said. It has weathered many changes over
time, including the country’s two world wars.

People come from all around the area
and beyond to attend, Shank said.

PHOTO BY DANIEL LIN/DN-R
Entrants in the tractor
show drive through the
Bridgewater Lawn Party
in July of 2025.

M s

“We have people who travel three to four hours
to come to the event,” Shank said. “We have
people who travel up and down the East Coast
to bring things to do. We have people as far away
as Tennessee and North Carolina scheduled
their summer vacation, so they can be in Bridge-
water and come to the steam gas show.”

Shank said that the steam and gas show, which
takes place all four nights and consists of
“decades of history, older equipment, and a
different way of life,” is part of what makes the
lawn party so successful.

The lawn party is a major undertaking, Shank
said. About 50 volunteers help to plan the event.

Dan Rhodes, a member of the steam and gas
group, is one of the volunteers who helps to get
the lawn party grounds ready.

“We take care of the mowing all year long,’
Rhodes said.

Rhodes’ history with the lawn party goes back
decades. “My Dad and I were exhibitors [in the
steam and gas show],” Rhodes said. “We had gas
engines back in the 1970s.”

Rhodes said that the biggest night of the lawn
party is usually Thursday night with the
tractor pull.

This year, Jack and Davis Reid, grandsons
of Staunton’s famous quartet The Statler
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Brothers, will return to perform at the lawn party
that night.

In addition to the rides and other events, an-
other draw is the lawn party’s food, prepared
by volunteers. “My favorite food is probably the
fried country ham,” Rhodes said. Shank said
that another popular item is the fried chicken.

One of Shank’s favorite events is the Thursday
afternoon tractor pull. He likes how it pays
tribute to members of the fire company and
those who have helped with the lawn party in
the past.

“At the very start of the tractor pull, we have a
very small ceremony and acknowledge those
that have passed in the last year and sound the
whistle,” Shank said.

The lawn party is a major fundraiser
for the fire department, raising
between a quarter and a third of

its budget, Shank said.

oy



FRIEO &
CHICIKEN .

PHOTO BY DANIEL LIN/DN-R

TOP: Attendees at last year's Bridgewater Lawn Party
line up for fried chicken. BELOW: Chase Christian,

of Harrisonburg, makes a run in the pedal tractor pull
at the Bridgewater Lawn Party last year.

“Everybody should come to
the lawn party,” Shank said.
“You get to see history from
the last 80 years, if not more,
and you get great food and
support a great cause.”

The lawn party offers some-
thing for both adults and
children, Rhodes said.

“It’s a family event,” Rhodes
said. “We've got rides for the
kids, eats for the parents.
People really enjoy looking
around the gas/steam en-
gines.

Rhodes added that the com-
munity is what makes the
event a success.

“The community really comes
together to support this, and
the fire company couldn’t
do it without the community
support,” he said.

This year’s lawn party will be
held from July 15th to July
18th. Each day features dif-
ferent events and attractions.

The lawn
party is a
major under-
taking, and
takes about
50 volunteers
help to plan
the event.

For example, veterans can eat for free on Wednesday with an
ID. On Wednesday and Thursday, kids can ride all night with an
armband. And Friday is the annual Fireman’s Parade.

A list of entertainers, as well as directions to the lawn party,
can be found on the Bridgewater Volunteer Fire Company’s
website, bridgewaterfire.com, by clicking on lawn party.
Information about the lawn party can also be found on the
Bridgewater Volunteer Fire Company’s Facebook page.
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Virginia Quilt Museum

to showcase state history

during VA250 exhibit

DAYTON, Va. — The Virginia Quilt Museum
will celebratethe nation’s250th anniversary
in a big way, with 250 small quilts.

The museum’s special 250th anniversary
exhibit will open on the Fourth of July and
remain on display through Dec. 22.

“It is 250 small quilts about Virginia histo-
ry,” said Alicia Thomas, executive director
of the quilt museum.

The 20-by-20 quilts were stitched by 136
quilters from across the country, Thomas
said.

The quilts had to be people, places, things
or ideas related to Virginia, Thomas said.

The quilt themes include people such as
Virginia presidents and Patsy Cline, as well
as nature scenes like the Peaks of Otter,
Thomas said. Some other quilts feature
sites of interest such as the 9/11 Pentagon
Memorial, the Blue Ridge Tunnel, Natural
Bridge, Luray Caverns, Smith Mountain
Lake, and the Roanoke Star.

The quilt museum has also published a
special hardcover book, with the same
name as the exhibit, to commemorate it,
called “Stitching Together History: 250
Quilts Commemorating the Common-
wealth of Virginia.”

The book is available for purchase on the
Virginia Quilt Museum'’s website for $36.84.

“We've been working on this project since
2023, Thomas said. “I'm thrilled about how
it turned out. I'm excited to see them all up
and see this exhibit come together.”

COURTESY PHOTOS
TOP: Ticked Off by Lisa
Arthaud of Warrenton.
MIDDLE: McAfee Knob by
Barbara Brummond of For-
est. BOTTOM: Dancing for
Change by Polly Davis of
Warrenton. All are samples
of quilts featured Virginia
Quilt Museum's VA250
exhibit.

The exhibit will be open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through
Saturday, from July 4 to Dec. 22. The Virginia Quilt Museum is located
at Silver Lake Mill, 2328 Silver Lake Road, Dayton.




(<) Baer Express “LET US TAKE | @[)] (1]
Tours -sicervor YOU AWAY”

Sight & Sound ¢ New Show “Joshua” Premium Seating ‘ ' VE

June 30, July 14, Aug. 4, Oct. 20 - $191

May 31, June 6 ® Michigan & Mackinaw Island e Call for details

July 7 e Magic & Wonder e Paradise, Pa, New Show “Enchanted” $156 M 0
July 18 e St Michael’s — Lunch Crab Claw & Boat ride $167

July 21-24 Indiana Amish Experience. Call for Details

July 29 e Suicide Bridge ® Hurlock, Md. ¢ Crab Feed with boat ride $167
August 27 e Dutch Apple Dinner Theatre ® Show-“PRETTY WOMAN” $140

Sept 13 — 19 Branson Missouri e Call for details
Sept 11 ¢ Green Dragon Farmers Market ® Meal Shady Maple $115 EXPERIENCE NOVA
Sept 27 — Oct 1. Naswa Resort, New Hampshire e Call for details

Oct 5-8 Niagara Fals » Callfor details LIKE NEVER BEFORE. >~

Oct. 12-17 Myrtle Beach e Call for details

Oct. 21-23 Ocean City, Md.  Sunfest ¢ Call for Details
COLLETTE 2026 RIDING AN E-BIKE
EXPLORING SOUTH AFRICA, VICTORIA FALLS, AND BOTSWANA ¢ June 11-25, 2026

ENCHANTING CHRISTMAS MARKETS « DECEMBER 1-9, 2026 ON THE W&0D TRAIL.

COLLETTE 2027

SPIRIT OF AMERICAN SOUTHWEST LANDSCAPES & CULTURES
OF NEW MEXICO & ARIZONA

April 19-28,2027
CHARMS OF QUEBEC JUNE 18-25, 2027
CALL US FOR A LARGER LIST OF TOURS E B I K E EBikeConnections.com
301-797-5277 / 1-877-301-5277 « “LET US TAKE YOU AWAY!” CONNECTIONS (703) 860 2247
CALL FOR DETAILS ON OVERNIGHT TOURS ¢ VISIT US AT WWW.BAERTOURS.COM LEESBURG | HERNDON

ALL TRIPS LEAVE FROM HAGERSTOWN

HILL COUNTRY

SHOOTI G ROUNDS

SPORTING CLAYS,
UPLAND HUNTING,
CORPORATE OUTINGS

FAIRFIELD, PA (717) 253-9665
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Annual county
fair offers a full

BY LAURA RUBY
THE NORTHERN VIRGINIA DAILY

Amid the livestock shows, the music,
and the games; alongside the carnival
rides and competitions, the Warren
County Fair brings families together.

Slated for July 27 through Aug. 1 at the fairgrounds just north of
Front Royal along U.S. 522, the nearly 70-year-old affair has a little
something for everyone - and a knack for bringing loved ones together
for some quality time.

“There’s truly something at our fair for children of all ages,” said longtime
fair board member Kandi Lamb, who not only participated in the fair as
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STAFF PHOTO
ABOVE: A child rides the dune buggies at the Warren County Fairgrounds
during Sensory Friendly Day. BELOW: Teens ride the Round Up

at the Warren County Fair in the night skies.

a kid, but supported her own children through their experiences at the
annual event.

All week long, fair-goers can enjoy fast rides, free play, visit with animals,
take in a wide variety of shows - from motor sports to rodeos and singing
competitions - and eat until their bellies are content.

“I'love our fair because it keeps the focus where it belongs - on our com-
munity. From the 4-H and FFA kids to pageant participants, to families
making memories together, it’s a place where everyone feels connected,’
Lamb said.

Lamb noted that several livestock events throughout the week offer

an opportunity for local kids to show their animals, demon-

; strating the hard work they put into raising them
N\ , over the summer.

Fair manager Robbin Lloyd con-
/ _ curs that family comes first
2 8 at the fair.
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@ WARREN COUNTY, VA

The Shenandoah River
played a vital role in
Warren County’s history.

BY LAURA RUBY
THE NORTHERN VIRGINIA DAILY

Today, it remains an important
feature for locals and visitors alike as
Front Royal, the county seat, leans
into its designation as the Canoe
Capital of Virginia.

The Warren County Tourism Commit-
tee will dive deeper into that history
with its Freedom Flows Festival, the
second in a series of 250th anniver-
sary events planned for the locality.

Set for Saturday, May 30, the event
will be held along the river at Eastham
Park, said Deputy County Administra-
tor Jane Meadows.

“It is very much kid-focused and it's
really kind of tying in the relation-
ship of the Shenandoah River to the
development and the growth of this
area,” said Meadows, noting that the
festival will include “spending some
time talking about how the river
really helped with transportation and
commerce.”

The festival will feature games, food
trucks and vendors. Participants
will have an opportunity to create
gondolas out of cardboard and
float them down the river.

“We'll also have a little bit of a patriotic
duck race,” Meadows said.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT
VA250.0RG/WARREN-COUNTY

“For me, the fair is about the people and the
moments,” said Lloyd. “It’s watching kids
play in the corn pit, seeing adults laugh as
they try their hand at the mechanical bull,
or noticing an older couple quietly enjoying
an ice cream cone together”

Along with a headliner event
or activity for each day, the
fair will host nightly magic
and comedy hypnosis shows,

The fair is open for daytime hours a couple
of days each year to host special popula-
tions, including individuals with sensory
processing issues, daycares and seniors.

“One of my favorite events is Senior Day,’
noted Lloyd. “It is incredibly
meaningful to watch the fac-
es of the individuals who may
not get out often to come to
the fair, pet animals, enjoy

as well as a strolling mythical 11 | | music, and simply have a fun
creatures act. ove time. My own mother, who is
“The nighily sh . _[_' . disabled, attends each vyear,
© Mgy ShOWS are going our Talr and just seeing the joy in her
to be brand new and super eves reminds me why this
fun,’ Lamb said. b ecause ni,atters so much.” '
i\ﬁgl?l (ciiaeyann(i)il::tnsingfecitrizgligs |t keep S Fun contests throughout the
) week allow a wide variety of
nydat 5130 p'Ig" lf)OHOW?ed by the fair-goers to participate in
ZT\(;mo ftion der fy a,; pc.lm. everything from pie eating to
) htrafis are setfor luesday fOCUS judgement on their beards,
nightat € p.m. . mustaches, mullets and/or
Fair organizers will welcome Wh ere |t farmers’ tans.
back - the wildly popular Lloyd lauded the many vol-
Bullride Mania Rodeo for belongs _ untseleers who work long};murs
the third year in a row on leadin .
. g up to the fair and
Wednesday evening. on ou r. during fair week to make it
“The rode(.) has been very COMMUN |ty special for guests.
popular with people of all KANDI LAMB “It takes a dedicated team of

ages. We have received noth-
ing but positivity for bringing
it to Warren County,” Lamb
added.

Local singers will com-
pete in the karaoke
playoffs, also set for
Wednesday night.
Competitors must
earn a spot in the
contest by winning

at a Front Royal bar

or restaurant.

On Thursday night,
the Marshall Tucker
Band will take the stage
after an opening perfor-
mance by The Roadducks.
Tickets are still available for the

show, which starts at 7 p.m.

The annual Truck and Tractor Pull is set for
Friday at 7 p.m. with Saturday’s Monster
Truck Show also scheduled for 7 p.m.

FAIR BOARD MEMBER

volunteers and a supportive
community to make it happen
year after year. They all share
the same passion, and each
one brings something to
the table along with
hours and hours of
time throughout the
year to put on this
spectacular  event
for our communi-
ty to come out and
enjoy,” said Lloyd.
“They are the true
heart of the fair, and
this story really be-
longs to them.”

Added Lamb, “The fair isn’t

just an event for our family - it’s

been a lifelong tradition, filled with
growth, learning, and community.’

For a schedule of events and ticket infor-
mation, visit www.warrencounty fair.com.

STAFF PHOTO
Adrian Stackhouse looks for a safe landing as he goes down during the professional
bull riding competition during the Warren County Fair.
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SEE FOR YOURSELF WHAT
ALL THE TALK

IS ABOUTo.
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R Come a stranger SNTTESVE S Triend!

Our beautiful 8 acre family friendly property serves wine, spirits,
specialty cocktails & mocktails and the best craft beer around! We offer a
full food menu featuring artisan pizzas, house specials, salads & desserts.

Live music Friday through Sunday year-round.
We have heated outdqo_r js\eating too!
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Start your morning with a smllely
Serving craft coffees and teas,
specialty cold drinks, treats

and all things wonderful. | [TTLE BR][;K

Good Mornings & Great Evenings in one location

16609 Shepherdstown Pike

Sharpsburg, MD 21872
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LIVING HISTORY PORTRAYAL WITH
LIGHTS & ATMOSPHERIC EFFE(}TS'

SATURDAY, JULY 18™
6PM - 10PM s
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Franklin County 11/30 VISITORS CENTER

ExploreFranklinGountyPA.com 35 ssser o o
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ROCKY GAP

CASINO - RESORT - GOLF
CNTY.COM/ROCKY-GAP

REI.-AX

FOR 10% OFF
HOTEL BOOKINGS!

Please play responsibly, for help visit
mdgamblinghelp.org or call 1.800.GAMBLER.
Maryland law requires a person
to be 21 or older to enter the gaming floor.
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oolfont Resort is nestled in a picturesque, hidden valley of
wooded acres between Cacapon Mountain and Warm Springs
Ridge in Morgan County, West Virginia. It’s often described as a
little slice of heaven on Earth and is an excellent location for memorable
events.

Guests can relax in the New Treetop Lodge’s rustic yet modern
atmosphere. Overnight visitors enjoy tranquil, clean lodging in our
spacious suites in the secluded Woodland House or the cozy A-frame
cabins tucked away on the ridge. Both locals and guests will appreciate
the New Treetop Restaurant & Lounge, which serves breakfast, lunch,
and dinner, along with a bar and outdoor dining on the Treetop Deck
overlooking Lake Siri. The resort also offers numerous amenities such
as our indoor Swim & Fitness Center with a heated pool, beautiful
event and conference spaces, hiking trails, and a 12-acre lake. Coolfont
provides year-round fun, making it perfect for a getaway or day trip.

R e e e i B

Treetop Restaurant & Lounge
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Restaurant Hours: Sun. - Thurs. 8 a.m. - 8 p.m.; Fri. - Sat. 8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

About Coolfont Resort

Spacious King Suites with fireplaces, private
balconies and some with in-room jacuzzi tubs
A-Frame Cabins — 1 to 4 bedrooms

Group rates * Dining available 7 days a week
Fitness Center * Hiking Trails

Gift Shops * Lakeside Pavilion

Indoor heated pool

RV and tent camping — Coming Soon

Onsite spa services available

Seasonal outdoor activities, including volleyball,
basketball, pickleball, tennis, cornhole, shuffleboard,

horseshoes and more!

Live Music - Check our website

'@l @coolfontresortofficial @coolfont

3621 Cold Run Valley Rd., Berkeley Springs, WV 25411 | coolfont.com | 304-500-0500




L g

‘LOOKING FOR'A

JOIN US

West Virginia’s Branch Mountain
Bluegrass Festival
JULY 15-18

Lost River Classic Gravel Race
AUGUST 15






