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  Maxwell Alejandro Frost, a 
25-year-old Democrat, could be 
on his way to Congress.

He won the primary race in 
Congressional District 10 on 
Tuesday night, which was open 
because of U.S. Rep. Val Demings’ 
Senate run. Frost, the grandson 
of a Cuban immigrant, will be the 
first Gen-Z member of Congress 
if he defeats his Republican op-
ponent in the November general 
election.

Frost is a community activist 

who has worked for the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union of Flor-
ida. He also has been an organiz-
ing director of the March for Our 
Lives organization, which has 
pushed for stricter gun-control 
laws

 “Today’s election is proof that 
Central Florida’s working fami-
lies want representation that has 
the courage to ask for more. I 
share this victory with the nurs-
es, forklift drivers, teachers, care-
givers, social workers, farmers, 
union organizers, cashiers, and 
other members of this vibrant 
community who supported this 

campaign. I love this communi-
ty and my decade-long fight for 
everything and everyone in it is 
just getting started,” Frost said 
in a statement released Tuesday 
night.

“I want to thank my opponents 
for their service to our commu-
nity, as well as outgoing Rep. Val 
Demings, who I am now fully fo-
cused on electing to the United 
States Senate,’’ he said.

  Frost will face Republican Cal-
vin Wimbish in the general elec-
tion. In  an Orange County district 
where Democrats outnumber Re-
publicans by a more than two-to-

one margin, the 25-year-old is ex-
pected to win the seat.

In the primary, Frost defeated 
nine candidates, which includ-
ed state Sen. Randolph Bracy and 
former U.S. Reps. Alan Grayson 
and Corrine Brown.

Frost’s winning campaign was 
endorsed by The Orlando Senti-
nel, the Rev. Jesse Jackson, as well 
as Senators Bernie Sanders and 
Elizabeth Warren. 

Information from the Orlan-
do Sentinel was used in this re-
port.

25-year-old Floridian poised to become 
the first Gen-Z member in Congress
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Ayala to face 
Moody for 
attorney general
BY JIM TURNER
NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

FORT LAUDERDALE – Aramis Ayala, a former 
state attorney punished by the governor when she 
refused to seek the death penalty in murder cas-
es, emerged on Aug. 23 from a three-way primary 
to become the Democratic chal-
lenger to Republican Attorney 
General Ashley Moody.

Meanwhile, Naomi Blemur of 
North Miami was atop a three-
way Democratic battle for agri-
culture commissioner and will 
run against Senate President Wil-
ton Simpson, R-Trilby, in the No-
vember general election for the 
Cabinet post.

In addition to Ayala and Ble-
mur, the Democratic Cabinet 
slate will include former state 
Rep. Adam Hattersley running 
for state chief financial officer. 
Moody and Republican Chief Fi-
nancial Officer Jimmy Patronis 
did not have primary opponents.

Ayala in 2016 became the first 
elected Black state attorney in 
Florida, winning in the 9th Judi-
cial Circuit in Orange and Osce-
ola counties. But before her four-
year term was up, she became a 
target for Republicans because she announced 
she would not seek the death penalty for convict-
ed murderers. Then-Gov. Rick Scott, now a U.S. 
senator, removed those cases from her office.

Cites Moody’s ‘failures’
In a statement the night of Aug. 23, Ayala said 

she will “make the case that Ashley Moody has 
failed on the most fundamental aspects of being 
attorney general.”

“As a result of Ashley Moody’s failures, Floridi-
ans are less free and less safe,” Ayala said in a pre-
pared statement. “We have seen many of our ba-
sic rights eroded, violent crime on the rise, and 
corporate interests earning more profits at the ex-
pense of Floridians having the basic essentials for 
survival. Ashley Moody is anything but the peo-
ple’s lawyer, and I refuse to stand silent as our 
rights and freedoms are trampled upon.”

As of 10 p.m. Aug. 23, Ayala had captured about 
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“Spelman: A Legacy in Blue’’ will raise funds for students in the Tampa 
area attending the historically Black women’s college.

See AYALA, Page 2
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What candidate Crist 
needs to do next

Political experts say  
the DeSantis challenger 

for governor needs to 
unite Democrats and 

raise a lot of cash.

BY JIM TURNER
NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

FORT LAUDERDALE – With the can-
didates now set in the November gover-
nor’s race, Democrat Charlie Crist faces 

an uphill battle as he tries to topple Re-
publican incumbent Ron DeSantis, ac-
cording to political experts.

Crist will have to unify the Demo-
cratic Party, an effort that might have 
gotten a boost Tuesday night when his 
primary opponent, Agriculture Com-
missioner Nikki Fried, called on the 
party to unite and elect Democrats in 
other races.

At the same time, with DeSantis 
dominating news coverage and widely 
viewed as a potential 2024 presidential 
candidate, experts say Crist must fo-
cus on abortion rights, remind voters 

about unpopular aspects of DeSantis’ 
pandemic leadership, and, most im-
portantly, quickly raise cash. A lot of 
cash.

“Crist will need to convince nation-
al Democratic donors that he has a 
chance to beat DeSantis – or that they 
need to at least try to politically dam-
age DeSantis now before he officially 
starts to run for president,” Universi-
ty of Central Florida political-science 
professor Aubrey Jewett said after 
Crist won about 60 percent of the votes 
in Tuesday’s primary against Fried.

See CRIST, Page 2

BY ALEXIA D. MCKAY
FLORIDA COURIER

This fall, Tampa will be the site of an 
event organized to assist women at-
tending one of the country’s most pres-
tigious Black colleges.

“Spelman: A Legacy In Blue: Inau-
gural Scholarship Gala with a Twist 
and Purpose’’  will take place on Satur-
day, Oct. 1 at The Westin Tampa Bay. 
The gala’s purpose is to raise funds for 
a scholarship program for area young 
women attending Spelman College 
based in Atlanta.

Hosted by the National Alumnae As-
sociation of Spelman College (NAASC), 
the gala will celebrate the legacy of the 

141-year-old historically Black, all-fe-
male college while ushering in its fu-
ture generations. 

“Spelman women are known as 
‘Women who Serve,’ ” said Andrea N. 
Thompson, Tampa Bay Area Chapter 
president of NAASC. “This has been a 
tradition since our founding on April 
11, 1881.”

Scholarships available
Fundraising for Spelman students 

is nothing new for NAASC. But the 
chapter’s fundraising chair, Dr. Valerie 
Cherry, tells the Florida Courier that 
this year, members decided to take 
their fundraising efforts to a new level 
with a special inaugural gala to attract 
individual and business sponsors from 

the community with a ‘commitment to 
the education of young women.’

“Each year, our alumnae chap-
ter strives to increase the number of 
scholarships and support we provide 
to young women from the Tampa Bay 
area attending Spelman College,” said 
Cherry, who is a 1980 Spelman gradu-
ate.  

The NAASC provides two types of 
scholarships; book scholarships and 
the Anna Ivery Humanitarian  Lega-
cy Award, named for one of the chapter 
founders. The number of scholarships 
given depends on the funds raised.

Cherry said the chapter expects to 
award four scholarships based  on ac-
ademic  merits  and financial need to 

Tampa event to help local students attending Spelman College

See SPELMAN, Page 2
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U.S. Rep. Charlie Crist greets supporters after addressing them from the 
podium at his watch party in the Grand Bay Ballroom of the Hilton St. 
Pete Bayfront Hotel in St. Petersburg on Aug. 23. Crist defeated Agricul-
ture Commissioner Nikki Fried in the Democratic primary for Florida 
governor and will take on Gov. Ron DeSantis in November.
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