
GOOMBAY FESTIVAL 2022

Plenty of costumes and 
culture at Miami event

The City of Miami and partners presented Goombay Festival 2022 on June 
11 and 12 at Elizabeth Virrick Park in Miami. The event is a celebration of 
the legacy of the Bahamian-rooted community known as Coconut Grove. 

The weekend event included a vibrant Junkanoo Goombay parade with 
costumed dancers, stilt walkers and more. There also were a number of 

musical performances as well, including appearances by singers Michele 
and Angie Griffin. See more Goombay photos at www.flcourier.com.
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State pursues 
‘holistic’ approach 
to fatherhood
BY RYAN DAILEY
NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA 

TALLAHASSEE — Florida is preparing to launch 
mentoring and outreach programs geared toward 
bolstering fathers’ parenting skills and, in turn, 
helping at-risk youths as part of a $70 million ini-
tiative.

The initiative was included in a new law (HB 
7065) approved unanimously this year by the Leg-
islature and signed by Gov. Ron DeSantis in April. 

Some state agency heads appeared 
at a news conference Tuesday to 
tout the effort, which DeSantis has 
said comes as the nation faces a 
“fatherhood crisis.”

A significant portion of the mon-
ey will go toward expanding men-
torship programs for youths and 
funding grants designed to help fa-
thers.

Department of Juvenile Jus-
tice Secretary Eric Hall said pro-

viding fathers with resources and improving out-
comes for youths go hand-in-hand, in part be-
cause roughly half of the children who interact 
with Hall’s department come from single-parent 
homes.

“Unfortunately, in the Department of Juvenile 
Justice, we see too many of our young people com-
ing from a single-parent home,” Hall told report-
ers. “What we are looking at is how do we engage 
those fathers that have an opportunity to be more 
engaged than what they are, or in some cases, how 
do we get male role models in the absence of a fa-
ther?”

Hall said increasing educational opportunities 
also is a large part of the measure, which provides 
the juvenile justice department with $3.7 million 
to help support access to postsecondary educa-
tion.

“The one thing we do know is that if we can 
close academic gaps and get them on a path-
way into postsecondary education and training 
and get a credential that helps them accomplish 
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Mitchnida Clervil, a clinical navigator, engages in a candle-making class 
at the Eagles Haven in Parkland on June 9. The class is a therapeutic, 
relaxing, bonding and conversational activity for the participants.
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Historians and educators want 
to see African American Union 

soldiers honored for their 
heroism during celebrations  

of the federal holiday.
 
BY HAZEL TRICE EDNEY
TRICE EDNEY NEWSWIRE

When President Joe Biden signed into law the 
Juneteenth National Independence Day Act last 
year making Juneteenth a federal holiday, he 
and Vice President Kamala Harris envisioned it 
as a holiday mostly for the celebration of free-
dom.

“We are gathered here in a house built by 
enslaved people. We are footsteps away from 
where President Abraham Lincoln signed the 
Emancipation Proclamation,” said Harris at the 
White House signing ceremony alongside Black 
Caucus members on June 17, 2021. 

“We have come far, and we have far to go. But 
today is a day of celebration. It is not only a day 
of pride. It’s also a day for us to reaffirm and re-
dedicate ourselves to action.”

But, a year later, based on interviews with his-

torians and educators around the nation, this 
year’s Juneteenth public holiday on Monday, 
June 20, 2022, will likely turn out to be mostly a 
day to turn up the struggle for freedom, justice 
and equality that have yet to be attained.

“I had to warm up to this day like everybody 
else because it wasn’t on my radar as a signif-
icant holiday until Congress passed the bill,” 
said Dr. Frank Smith, president and CEO of 
the Washington, D.C.-based African American 
Civil War Museum and Memorial, which will 
spend Juneteenth correcting a wrong. “We will 
be lifting up the names of those 200,000 Black 
troops” who helped defeat the Confederate Ar-
my in the Civil War,” Smith said, a story that is 
so often untold.

The work continues
The overwhelming bipartisanship support 

for the Juneteenth federal holiday came last 
year amidst widespread protests as millions of 
people took to the streets against police vio-
lence in the aftermath of the murder of George 
Floyd and other racial traumas and inequities. 

It was the first federal holiday attained since 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day was established 
in 1983. But African Americans and sever-

Dr. Frank Smith, president and CEO of the African American Civil War Museum and Memorial, 
says he will spend Juneteenth telling the heroic story of how 200,000 Black soldiers helped to 
win the Civil War for America, a story that he says is not told enough. See JUNETEENTH, Page 2

BY CINDY KRISCHER GOODMAN
SOUTH FLORIDA SUN SENTINEL/TNS

Four years after her daughter 
watched a friend get shot in a Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School class-
room, Nicole Cook is angry that anoth-
er community faces the same magni-
tude of mental health recovery without 
a roadmap.

“There still is no trauma research 
on something like this,” Cook says. 
“No guidelines for what to say or what 
should happen. No evidence-based 
manual. No protocol. By now, we know 
it’s going to happen again, and so there 
should be.”

In the aftermath of the Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School shoot-

ings that took the lives of 17, Parkland 
found itself in the same mental health 
crisis as Uvalde today. Parkland’s expe-
riences offer the Texas community les-
sons for the difficult years ahead.

When the unthinkable happens, stu-
dents are harmed in their classrooms 
surrounded by peers, the trauma that 
follows unfolds in an increasingly pre-
dictable and torturous way.

First comes the overwhelming anger 
and shock.

This draws therapists, grief counsel-
ors and school psychologists who jetti-
son into the community with good in-
tentions, but often are untrained and 
unable to keep up with the anxiety and 
post-traumatic stress of parents, family 
members and victims.

Aftershock sets in next, bringing 
suicide attempts and self-injury, sub-
stance abuse, crippling fear and deep 
depression.

Eventually comes the realization 
that the work to cope never really ends 
and communities don’t have the scope 
of mental health resources and insur-
ance access to address the enormity of 
challenges.

“There are no community trauma 
resources to deal with persistent long-
term grief and PTSD,” said Cook, a for-
mer Parkland resident who says her 
two teenage daughters are still strug-
gling. “We didn’t think Sandy Hook 
and Columbine could happen over 
and over. Now we have a need in so-
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Shock, anger, guilt: What Parkland can teach  
Uvalde about mental health struggles ahead


