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Bethune 
statue exhibit 
on display in 
Daytona; open 
to the public
FLORIDA COURIER STAFF

Hundreds filled the News-Jour-
nal Center in Daytona Beach on 
Monday morning for the unveil-
ing ceremony of the Dr. Mary 
McLeod Bethune Statue, which 
will eventually end up at the U.S. 
Capitol.

The 11-foot marble statue will 
be on temporary display through 
Dec. 12 at the News-Journal Cen-
ter, 221 N. Beach St., before being 
transported to Washington D.C. 
for its permanent placement in 
the National Statutory Hall at the 
U.S. Capitol. 

Visitors are invited to see the 
statue and learn about the life of 
the founder of Bethune-Cook-
man University (B-CU) from Sun-
day through Saturday, 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. The exhibit closes at 4 p.m. 
daily. Admission is free. Reserva-
tions are available online at www.
mmbstatue.com.

The statue was created by Mas-
ter sculptor Nilda Comas in Pi-
etrasanta, Italy.

“It’s such an honor to be here. 
I am so impressed with your love 
for her. I love this lady. She cap-
tured my heart and inspired me. 

Making an impact play by play

Cost-of-living 
adjustment will 

mean a 5.9% boost in 
benefits for retirees.

BY RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR 
AND CHRISTOPHER RUGABER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Millions of 
retirees on Social Security will 
get a 5.9% boost in benefits for 
2022. The biggest cost-of-living 
adjustment in 39 years follows 
a burst in inflation as the econ-
omy struggles to shake off the 
drag of the coronavirus pan-
demic.

The COLA, as it’s common-
ly called, amounts to an added 
$92 a month for the average re-
tired worker, according to esti-
mates Wednesday from the So-

cial Security Administration. 
It’s an abrupt break from a long 
lull in inflation that saw cost-of-
living adjustments averaging 
just 1.65% a year over the past 
10 years.

With the increase, the esti-
mated average Social Securi-
ty payment for a retired work-
er will be $1,657 a month next 
year. A typical couple’s benefits 
would rise by $154 to $2,753 per 
month.

But that’s just to help make 
up for rising costs that recip-
ients are already paying for 
food, gasoline and other goods 
and services. 

“It goes pretty quickly,” retir-
ee Cliff Rumsey said of the cost-
of-living increases. After a ca-
reer in sales for a leading steel 
manufacturer, Rumsey lives 
near Hilton Head Island, South 

Carolina. He cares at home for 
his wife of nearly 60 years, Judy, 
who has advanced Alzheimer’s 
disease. Since the coronavirus 
pandemic, Rumsey said he has 
also noted price increases for 
wages paid to caregivers who 
occasionally spell him and for 
personal care products for Ju-
dy.

AARP: Increase  
crucial for families

The COLA affects house-
hold budgets for about 1 in 5 
Americans. That includes So-
cial Security recipients, dis-
abled veterans and federal re-
tirees, nearly 70 million people 
in all. For baby boomers who 
embarked on retirement within 
the past 15 years, it will be the 

Social Security checks getting a little fatter

See CHECKS, Page 2

DREAMSTIME/TNS

About half of seniors live in households where Social Security 
provides at least 50% of their income, and one-quarter rely on their 
monthly payment for all or nearly all their income.

Health group 
updates guidelines 
on daily aspirin use
BY LINDSEY TANNER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

Older adults without heart disease 
shouldn’t take daily low-dose aspirin to pre-
vent a first heart attack or stroke, an influen-
tial health guidelines group said in prelimi-
nary updated advice released on Oct. 12.

Bleeding risks for adults in their 60s and 
up who haven’t had a heart attack or stroke 
outweigh any potential benefits from aspi-

rin, the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force 
said in its draft guidance.

For the first time, the panel said there may 
be a small benefit for adults in their 40s who 
have no bleeding risks. For those in their 
50s, the panel softened advice and said evi-
dence of benefit is less clear. 

The recommendations are meant for peo-
ple with high blood pressure, high cholester-
ol, obesity or other conditions that increase 
their chances for a heart attack or stroke. Re-
gardless of age, adults should talk with their 
doctors about stopping or starting aspirin to 
make sure it’s the right choice for them, said 
task force member Dr. John Wong, a prima-
ry-care expert at Tufts Medical Center.

“Aspirin use can cause serious harms, and 
risk increases with age,’’ he said.

Follows other groups
If finalized, the advice for older adults 

would backtrack on recommendations the 
panel issued in 2016 for helping prevent 
a first heart attack and stroke, but it would 
be in line with more recent guidelines from 
other medical groups. 

The task force previously said certain peo-
ple in their 50s and 60s may want to consid-
er a daily aspirin to prevent a first heart at-
tack and stroke, and that they might get pro-
tection against colorectal cancer too. The 
updated guidance says more evidence of 
any benefit for colorectal cancer is needed.

Doctors have long recommended daily low-
dose aspirin for many patients who already 
have had a heart attack or stroke. The task 
force guidance does not change that advice. 
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ESPN’s Tiffany Greene  
talks Florida ties, life as  

a commentator

BY ALEXIA MCKAY
FLORIDA COURIER

Turn on your TV or hop on your tab-
let any given college football weekend and 
you’re likely to hear and see a familiar face.

All Tiffany Greene ever wanted to do was 
become a sports newscaster. And today she 
is living that dream as ESPN’s first Black 
woman play-by-play commentator.

“I literally have an early-years yearbook 
when I was in kindergarten that says, ‘What 
do you want to be when you grow up?’ and 
it says, ‘sportscaster,’” she shared with the 
Florida Courier during a virtual interview. 
“And so all of my effort and energy have 
moved in that direction.”

FAMU grad
Greene is a Florida A&M University 

(FAMU) broadcast journalism graduate 
with deep Florida ties. The Tampa native 
attended Hillsborough High School, where 
her husband, Aaron Berry, is currently the 

assistant principal. The couple has two 
sons – Bryson, 4, and Aaron,1. 

“Tampa is the perfect place. For me, 
we’re home of champions,” she said re-
ferring to the Stanley Cup champions, the 
Tampa Bay Lightning, and the Super Bowl 
champions, Tampa Bay Buccaneers. “And 
also, this is where my village is rooted.”

Her father, Dayle Greene, is one of the first 
African American on-air talents at FOX’s 
WTVT-Channel 13 in Tampa and the first 
Black news anchor in the area. Mr. Greene 
was honored by the Tampa Bay Association 
of Black Journalists in 2016. Her father and 
mother, Patsy, also reside in Tampa.

Her journey with ESPN started in 2012 as 
a college football sideline reporter. These 
days, she is in the booth, commentating 
plays on the football field, specifically the 
Southwestern Athletic Conference (SWAC). 

Greene had the pleasure of commen-
tating FAMU’s SWAC debut against Jack-
son State in September. Both FAMU and 
Bethune-Cookman University joined the 
conference last year. Although FAMU lost 

ESPN 

Tampa native Tiffany Greene is ESPN’s first Black woman play-by-play commentator. 

See ASPIRIN, Page 2

See GREENE, Page 2
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ESPN commentator and FAMU alumna-
Tiffany Greene pictured with her family; 
husband, Aaron Berry and their sons, 
Bryson,4, and Aaron, 1. 


