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More threats 
than ever to 
United States
20 years after 9/11, 
war on terror persists

BY MICHAEL WILNER
MCCLATCHY WASHINGTON BUREAU/
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

WASHINGTON – The day af-
ter the Sept. 11 attacks, the Unit-
ed States issued a warning to the 
Taliban: No government that pro-
vides a haven for terrorists is safe 
from the American military.

“We will make no distinc-
tion between the terrorists who 
committed these acts and those 
who harbored them,” President 
George W. Bush said at that time.

Within weeks, the United 
States had invaded Afghanistan 
to topple the Taliban and hunt al-
Qaida operatives responsible for 
the 2001 attacks.

In the two decades since, 
three consecutive presidents 
have scaled back the number of 
American troops on the ground 
to wage that war against terror-
ism and have increasingly relied 
on remote surveillance and strike 
capabilities.

President Joe Biden’s with-
drawal from Afghanistan and the 
Taliban takeover last month com-
pleted that transformation.

Focusing intelligence and mil-
itary resources toward future 
threats will require more empha-
sis on remote technologies, such 
as drones based in allied coun-
tries and in international waters.

“The fundamental obligation 
of a president, in my opinion, is 
to defend and protect America 
— not against threats of 2001, but 
against the threats of 2021 and to-
morrow,” Biden said in address-
ing the end of America’s longest 
war.

“The threat from terrorism 

Florida A&M University  
lost its season opener 
on Sept. 4 against the 

Jackson State Tigers 7-6, 
but the Orange Blossom 

Classic weekend was more 
than a football game for 
HBCU fans, alumni and 

students who attended 
the revived event. After a 

43-year absence, the classic 
returned to South Florida 

and football fans of all ages 
near and far showed up to 

tailgate, enjoy the pre-game 
festivities and the game, and 

to reunite after an absence 
without HBCU football 

festivities because of the 
pandemic. More photos and 
HBCU highlights on page 6.
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Judge blocks DeSantis’  
mask order again; state  
appeals earlier ruling 

BY RYAN DAILEY
NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE – A Leon County circuit judge 
on Wednesday again blocked Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis’ executive order that seeks to bar school mask 
mandates, giving at least a temporary victory to 
parents challenging the order.

Judge John Cooper issued a written ruling last 
week that said DeSantis had overstepped his 
constitutional authority in the executive order. 

The DeSantis administration quickly appealed 
to the 1st District Court of Appeal, triggering 
an automatic stay of the ruling while the case 
moves forward

But Cooper on Wednesday vacated the auto-
matic stay, meaning that his ruling last week is 
in effect and school districts can continue with 
student mask requirements as they try to pre-
vent the spread of COVID-19.

“There’s clear record evidence in the 1st Dis-
trict (Court of Appeal) within the last year to 
set aside stays. It should be not a usual thing; it 
should be not a normal thing. But we’re not in 
normal times, we’re in a pandemic. We have 
children who can’t be protected by vaccination,” 

‘WE’RE NOT IN 
NORMAL TIMES’

From ‘The Wire’ to 
‘Lovecraft Country,’ 
Williams left incredible 
body of work 
BY KATIE WALSH
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

Monday brought the devastating news 
that actor Michael K. Williams had died, 
at the all-too-young age of 54. Known best 
for his complex and terrifying performance 
as Omar Little on “The Wire,” Williams had 
so much incredible work in front of him, in-
cluding the second season of his unscripted 
Vice series, “Black Market,” which was still in 
production. 

He was nominated for an Emmy this year 
for his work on HBO’s “Lovecraft Country,” 

with the awards ceremony 
taking place on Sept. 19.

Williams leaves behind 
an incredible body of work, 
and while social media has 
been filling up with tributes 
and memories from fans and 
collaborators, what’s striking 
is how the actor made every 
performance indelible. 

While he burst onto the 
scene with his memorable 

role on “The Wire,” Michael K. Williams was 
so much more than Omar. In his memo-
ry, here’s a list of his best work available to 
stream. Whether it’s a revisit or a first watch, 
you won’t be disappointed.

‘The Wire’
David Simon’s searing American epic 

“The Wire” aired on HBO from 2002-2008, 
one of the early entries in the era of “Peak 
TV.” Though it’s always been heralded as a 

must-watch show, it’s so quietly fantastic 
that it can sometimes even feel underrated. 

Williams starred as the fearsome stickup 
man Omar Little, who kept shotguns under 
his long duster while whistling “A-Hunting 
We Will Go.” Known for his mantra, “a man’s 
gotta have a code,” Omar is a villain inspired 
by classic Westerns and noir, born from the 
streets of Baltimore, and is one of the most 
significant characters in TV history. 

The five seasons of “The Wire” demand 
your attention, for the first or a repeat view-
ing. Stream it on HBO Max.

Williams had a long career on HBO, start-
ing with “The Wire” (though he also ap-
peared on an episode of “The Sopranos” pri-
or to that), then going onto Terence Winter’s 
Martin Scorsese-produced Prohibition era 
series, “Boardwalk Empire.”

Williams played the real-life character 
of Chalky White, the leader of an African 
American organized crime syndicate in At-

See DESANTIS, Page 2

Miami Beach: 
Law-breaking 
partiers no 
longer tolerated

FLORIDA | 3

STEPHEN M. DOWELL/ORLANDO SENTINEL/TNS

Demonstrators are shown inside the Orange County Public Schools 
Leadership Center in Orlando on Aug. 24. The  Orange County School 
Board agreed to a 60-day mask mandate. 

Michael K. 
Williams
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Black farmers 
awaiting 
billions in 
debt relief
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