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Monthly child tax 
credit payments 
go out in July
BY JOSH BOAK
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The Treasury Depart-
ment said Monday that 39 million families 
are set to receive monthly child payments 
beginning on July 15.

The payments are part of President Joe 
Biden’s $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief 
package, which expanded the child tax 
credit for one year and made it possible to 
pre-pay the benefits on a monthly basis. 
Nearly 88% of children are set to receive 
the benefits without their parents needing 
to take any additional action.

“This tax cut sends a clear and power-
ful message to American workers, working 
families with children: Help is here,” Biden 
said in remarks at the White House.

Up to $300 a kid
Qualified families will receive a payment 

of up to $300 per month for each child un-
der 6 and up to $250 per month for children 
between the ages of 6 and 17. The child tax 
credit was previously capped at $2,000 and 
only paid out to families with income tax 
obligations after they filed with the IRS. 

But for this year, couples earning 
$150,000 or less can receive the full pay-
ments on the 15th of each month, in most 
cases by direct deposit. The benefits total 
$3,600 annually for children under 6 and 
$3,000 for those who are older. 

The IRS will determine eligibility based 
on the 2019 and 2020 tax years, but peo-
ple will also be able to update their status 
through an online portal. The administra-
tion is also setting up another online portal 
for non-filers who might be eligible for the 
child tax credit.

The president has proposed an ex-
tension of the increased child tax cred-
it through 2025 as part of his $1.8 trillion 
families plan. Outside analysts estimate 
that the payments could essentially halve 
child poverty. The expanded credits could 
cost roughly $100 billion a year.

Florida lawmakers pass 
gambling deal with the 

Seminole tribe, but a 
court fight is likely.

BY DARA KAM
NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE – Despite concerns 
that a sports-betting provision might 
not withstand legal challenges, Flor-
ida lawmakers on Wednesday gave 
final approval to a 30-year deal with 
the Seminole Tribe that promises to 
rake $2.5 billion into state coffers over 
the first five years of the agreement.

The Florida House passed the 

measure (SB 2A) in a 97-17 vote on 
Wednesday, a day after the Senate ap-
proved it 38-1. Gov. Ron DeSantis and 
Seminole Tribe of Florida Chairman 
Marcellus Osceola Jr. reached the 
deal last month, but it needed legisla-
tive ratification.

The Legislature began meeting in 
a special session Monday to consider 
the proposal, known as a “compact,” 
and a handful of other gambling-re-
lated measures, such as the creation 
of a statewide gaming commission.

Under the compact, the Seminoles 
will serve as the state’s hub for sports 
betting, with pari-mutuel operators 
contracting with the tribe. The deal 
requires the Seminoles to contract 

See GAMBLING, Page 2

STATE APPROVES 
SPORTS BETTING

MIKE STOCKER/SUN SENTINEL/TNS

Guests play slot machines at the Seminole Hard Rock Hotel & Casino in Hollywood.
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Obama: ‘PTSD’ 
daughters unlikely 
to follow in  
his footsteps
BY BRIAN NIEMIETZ
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS/TNS

Former President Barack Obama 
doesn’t see his daughters Malia 
and Sasha following in his foot-
steps. He’s just happy they’ve 
achieved a sense of normalcy.

Obama, who left office in 2017, 
told “The Late Late Show” host 
James Corden that being trailed 
by Secret Service agents during 
their teenage years has probably 
soured his daughters on the idea 
of going into public service.

“They still have PTSD from 
guys talking into their, you know, 
wrist microphones and glasses 

as they’re trying to go to a mu-
sic concert,” the 59-year-old, 
two-term commander-in-chief 
joked.

Obama was elected to office 
in 2008. He spent eight years 
at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
with his wife Michelle, their two 

daughters, Malia, now 22, Sasha, 
19, and their dog Bo.

Turned out great
The Democratic leader told 

Corden he and the former first 
lady wondered if their kids 

would grow up to be “weird” if 
they were raised in the White 
House. To his relief, Obama said 
they’ve both turned out great, 
which could be the reason nei-
ther of them runs for president.

“You have to have a certain 
tolerance for nonsense and sil-
liness and meanness, frankly, to 
go into public service,” Obama 
said.

As a dad, Obama said he wants 
to protect his daughters from 
“that stuff,” but would be very 
proud if one or both of the young 
women went into public life. It 
doesn’t sound as though they 
were raised with any illusions 
about their parents’ achieve-
ments being their own.

According to Obama, once 
when his girls were acting up in 
their younger years, Michelle’s 
mother reminded them “Your 
parents have done some things 
— you guys have done nothing.”
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Then-President Barack Obama delivers remarks with his 
daughters Sasha, left, and Malia in the Rose Garden at the 
White House on Nov. 25, 2015.

COURTESY OF ABC

Tony Award-winning actress Adrienne Warren portrays 
Mamie Till-Mobley and Cedric Joe is Emmett Till in the series 
airing this year on ABC.

ABC limited series will focus  
on Emmett Till’s mom

Emmett Till, a Chicago resident, became a 
symbol for the Civil Rights movement after he 
was brutally murdered in 1955 in Mississippi 

while visiting relatives. His mother, Mamie Till-
Mobley, insisted on an open casket to display the 
14-year-old’s swollen and battered body, spark-
ing outrage across the U.S.  A new limited ABC 
series, “Women of the Movement,’’ will tell the 

story of the mother’s fight for justice for her son. 
Actor Will Smith and music mogul Jay-Z are part 

of the series’ production team. “Women of the 
Movement’’ will premiere later this year on ABC.

A MOTHER’S FIGHT FOR JUSTICE

CHICAGO TRIBUNE FILE PHOTO/TNS

Emmett Louis Till is shown with his mother at their home in Chicago.


