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‘Elopements’ rare but dangerous at nursing homes
There are nearly 1,000
instances of Florida
residents who have
exited their facilities
without permission or
supervision.
BY ZACHARY CARNELL AND
ARLETTE GARCIA
HEALTH NEWS FLORIDA/WUFT

The man was found in the middle
of the night with a bloody face, bloody
clothes and no pants, in the front yard
of a house in Jacksonville that wasn’t
his.
A 2017 report from the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS) indicated that the 72-year-old
man, whose name was redacted, had
bruising, swelling, an infected left eye
and scratches on his arms. Medical examiners also noted he appeared to be
the victim of an assault, had obvious
head trauma and had fallen.

There were no known suspects or
witnesses. Nobody noticed him leaving the nursing home, Ascension Living St. Catherine Labouré Place, which
he checked into just three days prior.
Nobody at the facility was aware the
resident was missing until the hospital
notified his daughter, who contacted
the nursing home.
The daughter, whose identity in the
report is also redacted, said she knew
staffers at the nursing home weren’t
telling the truth when they said they
last saw him at 12:30 a.m., because she
had the Emergency Medical Services
report indicating that he was picked up
3.5 miles away from the facility at 12:02
a.m. The resident also had a known
history of exit-seeking behavior, and
the door code for the nursing home
was posted next to the keypad.
He didn’t remember how he got out
of the facility. Having been diagnosed
with Alzheimer’s, he didn’t have the
mental faculties to fend for himself.
He could’ve died. And he’s far from
alone.
Between 2017 and 2021, there were
993 instances of residents of Flori-

da nursing homes exiting their facility without proper authorization or supervision, according to Florida Agency
of Health Care Administration (AHCA)
records. On average, that’s almost four
“elopements” — as they’re referred
to in the medical community — each
week.

Dangerous situations
Florida nursing homes care for
roughly 71,000 residents at any given
time, according to the Florida Health
Care Association, making elopements
relatively rare. But they can be extremely dangerous for people living
with dementia, said Ronald Petersen,
the director of the Mayo Alzheimer’s
Disease Research Center.
People living with dementia can
struggle to monitor where they are,
why they’re there, who’s around them,
what people are saying and how people are reacting, he said. They may
think they’re fine and not realize that
their brain is severely impaired, or they
might feel confused, uncomfortable
See ELOPEMENTS, Page 2

Ascension Living St. Catherine Labouré Place is located on the bank of the St.
John’s River, in a high-traffic area one mile away from highways I-10 and I-95.

State debuts new
database on cops
with bad records

REMEMBERING NBA LEGEND BILL RUSSELL

A player, a coach, an activist

BY CHARLES RABIN
MIAMI HERALD/TNS

One of the biggest cries during the police reform marches of the summer of 2020 was about
the inability of the public — even some police departments — to accurately track cops with bad records.
In Florida, for instance, without a court conviction, it’s extremely difficult to know if an officer has been repeatedly accused of brutality, or
of falsifying records. Internal reviews can offer a
glimpse into past allegations of misconduct, but
obtaining public records can be expensive and
navigating them, difficult.
The state of Florida finally addressed the question with the unveiling of the Florida Officer’s Discipline Database. The basic website can be accessed by simply typing in an officer’s name and
guesstimating a start date.

Critical holes
The site, which debuted last month, is a start,
but also has some critical holes, police reform advocates say. Among them: It doesn’t include citizen complaints, only goes back a decade, and for
an officer to make the list, he or she must have a
felony criminal conviction or have been found
guilty of a moral character violation.
“I’m glad there is a move towards transparency
and accountability. But it’s far short of what we’re
all looking for,” said former Miami-Dade prosecutor and civil rights attorney Melba Pearson.
She noted that Derek Chauvin, convicted in the
murder of George Floyd, had more than 20 complaints against him over his career. “That’s one of
the key components that people have been calling
for — not only convictions, but complaints.”
In Florida, a database for officer misconduct
already exists. But it’s clunky, almost impossible
for most people to navigate and requires wading
through stacks of quarterly reports. Even the state
admits an average citizen would not likely be able
to access it.
Yet Florida Department of Law Enforcement
spokesman Jeremy Burns denied the new, im-

RON DEROSA/SEATTLE TIMES/TBS

A group of Seattle Sonics veterans laughed at a wisecrack by their new coach, Bill Russell, during the Sonics’
picture day before the 1973-74 season. From left: Joby Wright, Bud Stallworth, Jim McDaniels, John Brisker,
Russell and Kennedy McIntosh. See a commentary on page 7 about Russell’s activism.
The NBA legend died on July 31 at age 88.

See DATABASE, Page 2

Former radio executive Jose Pomales dies at 59
BY THE FLORIDA COURIER STAFF

Jose Antonio “Junior’’ Pomales, a former executive at radio stations in Florida,
died in Orlando on July 28. He was 59.
Pomales worked for years at radio stations owned by the Cherry family in Jacksonville and Greenville, South Carolina.
The Cherrys also own the Florida Courier.
His radio positions included host, sales
manager, programmer and coordinator
of social events.
He was born on April 7, 1963, in Humacao, Puerto Rico, to Ramón Pomales and
Ramona Carrion.
During his life in Puerto Rico, he devoted his university studies and efforts
to his career and passion – media communication and entertainment. His first
job in communication was at a newspa-
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per called Oriental. He also developed his
radio host and sales skills at Walo Radio
Oriental.
In 1983, he moved with a sister to Boston, Massachusetts, where he promoted
and expanded his dreams and achievements by working at the radio station La
Mega.
Pomales hosted his own television
show under the name Variedades. He interviews local and international artists.
While doing so, he also became a promoter of concerts and clubs.
In 1995, he moved to Central Florida
with another sister. While in Orlando, he
was part of the inaugural team of the FM
radio station known as La Mega, 98.1. He
worked there as a marketing and merchandising sales representative.
“Junior was positive, visionary, ener-
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getic and a creative force of nature. His
versatility and ability to master anything
he set his mind on made him a one-ofa-kind person and it was an honor to
spend almost 20 years in his presence. We
worked well together and I will miss him
greatly,’’ said Dr. Glenn Cherry, CEO of the
Florida Courier and LaJefa949FM.com in
Greenville and WPUL 1590 AM/100.7 FM
in Daytona Beach.
He is survived by his son, José Antonio Pomales Jr., and his daughter, Jennitza Pomales. His surviving siblings are
Ramonita Díaz, Vidalina Laureano, Juan
Ramón Pomales, Luis Ángel Pomales,
Víctor Manuel Pomales, Miguel Ángel Pomales, Carlos Alberto Pomales and Wilna
Pomales.
A funeral service was held on Aug. 4 at
ICP Orlando.
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