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Turnpike extension risks  
historic Black community

A proposed North Florida 
project could demolish 
one of the state’s oldest 

African American 
neighborhoods.

BY HEATHER BUSHMAN
WUFT NEWS

The grove of trees where Phillip 
James was born is just a few yards from 
where he sits now: the front lawn of the 

Wildwood house he’s called home on 
and off for 80 years.

The story of the community in front 
of him — Royal, a neighborhood just 
west of Wildwood in Sumter County 
— is almost twice as old as he is. Roy-
al,  one of the oldest Black communi-
ties in the state, houses over 150 years 
of history.

That community may be halved by 
potential construction on the Florida 
Turnpike. The  Northern Turnpike Ex-
tension, a proposed project that would 
expand the road, could run through 
Royal, among other areas of Citrus, 

Levy, Marion and Sumter counties.
James, 80, is opposed to the turn-

pike, which would impact properties 
near County Road 462. His house on 
County Road 235 is in the path of all 
four potential routes.

James, who retired from his job in 
carpet manufacturing before moving 
back to Royal, said he worries about 
where he’ll go if his home is taken by 
the turnpike.

“I ain’t got no money like I used to,” 
he said.

James isn’t alone in his concerns. 

See NEIGHBORHOOD, Page 2
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President Joe Biden salutes former President Barack Obama after the former president referred to Biden as “Vice President Biden,” 
as Vice President Kamala Harris laughs. The event was held on April 5 in the East Room of the White House.

BY COLLIN BINKLEY AND ZEKE MILLER 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The Biden administration 
plans to freeze federal student loan payments 
through Aug. 31, extending a moratorium that has 
allowed millions of Americans to postpone pay-
ments during the coronavirus pandemic, accord-
ing to an administration official familiar with the 
White House’s decision-making.

Student loan payments were scheduled to re-
sume May 1 after being halted since early in the 
pandemic. But following calls from Democrats in 
Congress, the White House plans to give borrowers 
additional time to prepare for payments.

The action applies to more than 43 million Amer-
icans who owe a combined $1.6 trillion in student 
debt held by the federal government, according to 
the latest data from the Education Department. 
That includes more than 7 million borrowers who 
have defaulted on student loans, meaning they are 
at least 270 days late on payments.

Borrowers will not be asked to make payments 
until after Aug. 31, and interest rates are expected 
to remain at 0% during that period.

Democrats on education panels in the House 
and Senate recently urged President Joe Biden to 
extend the moratorium through the end of the year, 
citing continued economic upheaval.

Senator: More time needed
Sen. Patty Murray said more time is needed to 

help Americans prepare for repayment and to re-
think the government’s existing system for repay-

Biden to extend 
student loan pause 
through August
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The community of Royal is marked by Royal Park, where the historic Roy-
al School used to stand.
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Some years ago, Beverly James heard a friend 
complaining about the lack of diversity in children’s 
literature. Recalling her childhood in Brooklyn, New 
York, James decided to pursue a dream to write 
about kids’ and teens’ lives in urban settings.

“I always loved mysteries growing up, but the on-
ly offerings were Nancy Drew and the Hardy Boys,” 

said James, a public relations pro-
fessional and former newspaper re-
porter who is an assistant editor for 
the Florida Courier. “I knew I could 
do something that would resonate 
with today’s young readers, some-
thing that they could relate to.”

James has written a series featur-
ing the Soul Sisters, four elementa-
ry and middle-grade girls who solve 
mysteries and navigate blended 
families and new friendships—all 
while seldom leaving their Brooklyn 
neighborhood.

“Soul Sisters: In the Beginning” is set in the Bush-
wick section of Brooklyn, New York. Not only is 
there an urban setting, but the cast of characters is 
diverse. Main character Lena and her family are Af-
rican American. Her new friends—sisters Sassy and 
Perrie—are Puerto Rican, and Perrie’s best friend 
Ruthie is white. The first book in the series was just 
released.

Courier assistant editor 
releases first of ‘Soul 
Sisters’ mystery novelsFormer president returns for 

Affordable Care Act event
BY ZEKE MILLER, RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR  
AND DARLENE SUPERVILLE
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

WASHINGTON – With hugs, laughs and 
good-natured ribbing, Barack Obama on 
Tuesday, April 5 returned to the White House 
for the first time in more than five years to 
savor the 12th anniversary of his signature 
health care law and give a boost to President 
Joe Biden’s efforts to expand it.

The Affordable Care Act has survived re-
peated repeal attempts by Republicans.

Biden, who was Obama’s No. 2 when 
“Obamacare” became law in March 2010, 
wants to extend the law’s reach to even more 
than the current millions. He gave all the cred-
it for the original law to the former president.

“It’s because of you,” Biden said af-
ter good-naturedly introducing himself as 
Obama’s vice president. Biden said the law 
“shows hope leads to change,” a play on 
Obama’s “hope and change” campaign slogan.

Obama was last at the White House on Jan. 
20, 2017, when he left to escort Donald Trump, 
the successor bent on overturning the law, to 
the Capitol to be inaugurated. He spent more 
than four hours Wednesday, April 6 meeting 
with Biden and greeting White House staff in 
what was hoped would be a morale boost for 
the administration.

“It’s good to be back in the White House. It’s 
been a while,” he said after Vice President Ka-
mala Harris introduced him in the East Room. 
Obama opened by referring to Biden as “vice 
president” before acknowledging that was a 
“set up” joke and embracing his former No. 2.

Proudest accomplishment
Obama said he and Biden accomplished “a 

lot” in their eight years but “nothing made me 
prouder than providing better health care and 
more protections to millions of people across 
this country.”

“The ACA was an example of why you run 
for office in the first place,” Obama said, call-
ing it the “high point of my time here.”

Biden called the Affordable Care Act the 
most consequential legislation since Medi-
care and Medicaid were created in 1965 and 
insisted it must be expanded to more people.

“We can do this. We should do this. We have 
to do this,” Biden said. He said the law has 
been called a lot of things, “but Obamacare is 
the most fitting.”

Biden and Obama marked the 12th anniver-
sary of the law, which back in 2010 the then-
vice president had memorably whispered to 
Obama was a “big (expletive) deal” -- words 
captured on an open microphone.

At Tuesday’s event, Biden signed an exec-
utive order directing federal agencies to look 
for ways to continue to expand the availability 
and quality of affordable health care. He also 
highlighted ongoing efforts to close a “family 
glitch” in implementation of the 2010 law that 
his administration believes will help 200,000 
more people gain affordable coverage.

Before signing the order, Biden jokingly 
warned Obama, “Let me remind you, it’s a hot 
mic.”

Hugs and laughs during  
Obama’s White House visit

Former President Barack Obama hugs 
President Joe Biden as Vice President Ka-
mala Harris looks on after Obama intro-
duced for an event on April 5 to mark the 
2010 passage of the Affordable Care Act.
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