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TAKING THE PERP WALK
Former Tallahassee
mayor and gubernatorial
candidate Andrew
Gillum – who came
within a whisker of
defeating current
Florida Governor Ron
DeSantis – was arrested
Wednesday and charged
with violating multiple
federal laws.
COMPILED FROM WIRE REPORTS
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Andrew Gillum spoke to supporters at Miami-Dade’s Caleb Center as part of
“Souls to the Polls,” one of many events prior to the Election Day 2018.

TALLAHASSEE – A federal grand
jury has returned a 21-count indictment against Andrew Gillum, 42, and
Sharon Janet Lettman-Hicks, 53, both
of Tallahassee.
The indictment alleges that between 2016 and 2019, during Gillum’s
time as Tallahassee mayor and his

campaign for governor, Gillum and
Lettman-Hicks conspired to commit wire fraud by unlawfully soliciting and obtaining funds from various
entities and individuals through false
and fraudulent promises and representations that the funds would be
used for a legitimate purpose.
The indictment further alleges the
defendants used third parties to divert a portion of those funds to a
company owned by Lettman-Hicks,
who then fraudulently provided the
funds, disguised as payroll payments,
to Gillum for his personal use.

Multiple counts
Both defendants are charged with
19 counts of wire fraud. Gillum is also charged with making false statements to agents of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation.
The maximum terms of imprisonment are five years for making false
statements; 20 years for conspiracy to
commit wire fraud; and 20 years for
each count of wire fraud.
Gillum’s indictment comes five

years after the FBI issued its first set
of subpoenas to several public officials and business owners. The investigation led to the convictions last
year of former Tallahassee City Commissioner Scott Maddox, his business
partner Paige Carter-Smith and developer J.T. Burnette.

‘Mr. Gillum is innocent’
Gillum proclaimed his innocence
in a statement sent out by his attorneys before the indictment was unsealed in Tallahassee.
Attorneys Marc Elias and David
Oscar Markus of Markus/Moss, a nationally known Miami criminal trial law firm, sent out a statement stating, “The government got it wrong today.
“The evidence in this case is clear
and will show that Mr. Gillum is innocent of all charges,” Elias and Markus
wrote. “We look forward to putting
this case to rest and giving Andrew
and his family peace of mind once
and for all.”
See GILLUM, Page 2

Biden asks
Congress to
suspend gas tax
for 3 months
BY ERIN B. LOGAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES/TNS

President Joe Biden has asked Congress to suspend the federal gas tax through September, a
move he said could shave off 18 cents per gallon
and “give families just a little bit of relief.”
The president also requested that states temporarily suspend their fuel taxes and for oil companies to lower costs.
The proposed suspension comes as Biden
and Democrats are facing a tough midterm election season with Americans confronting high fuel costs, spiking inflation, and fears of a recession.
It is not clear whether Biden can persuade Congress to go along with the gas tax holiday as Republicans and some Democrats expressed skepticism about whether it would end up saving drivers money.

Record gas high
JOHN MCCALL/TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

A JUNETEENTH HISTORY LESSON

Florida city among many
celebrating federal holiday
Clyde Harris, center, shows Tony Orr, right, a map of what Boynton Beach looked like in 1956 during a Juneteenth Festival,
Celebration of Freedom on June 19 in Boynton Beach. Hundreds attended the event in the South Florida city. It was one of the many
festivals that happened around the state and in the U.S. celebrating the federal holiday.

The national median gas price set a record
last week, topping $5 per gallon, according to
the American Automobile Association, though it
has since dropped below that mark.
As of Monday, California had the highest average gas price of any state, at $6.398 per gallon. The
gas tax suspension would reduce the cost of a gallon of diesel fuel by 24 cents.
Biden asked oil companies to not circumvent
the gas tax holiday, if it is enacted, by raising their
prices. He also asked them to take other measures
to lower overall costs and to reinvest their profits
in increasing supplies
The chances of Congress, states and oil companies agreeing to Biden’s pitch are unclear. If they
do, the cost per gallon could drop by $1 or more,
the president said.
State levies on gas tend to be higher than the
federal tax. In California, for example, consumers pay 56.6 cents per gallon of gasoline and 65.9
cents for diesel, according to the Federation of Tax
See BIDEN, Page 2

FAMU Marching
‘100’ overcame
obstacles to
perform in Paris
SPECIAL TO THE FLORIDA COURIER

Florida A&M University’s Marching
“100” Band arrived in Paris last Sunday morning to prepare for their performance at the Louis Vuitton Men’s
Fashion this past Thursday.
But for the group to cross the Atlantic required teamwork and cooperation from administrators, staff, parents,
alumni, and Louis Vuitton executives
to overcome sizable logistical hurdles
given the tight deadlines.

ALSO
INSIDE

“You cannot do a major thing without teamwork,” said Assistant Director of Marching and Pep Bands Darryl L. Baker, who handled the arrangements and worked out the logistics in
the weeks since the band received the
invitation to perform.
Baker credits the President’s Office,
College of Social Sciences, Arts, and
Humanities’ Dean Valencia E. Matthews, Ph.D., University Advancement,
the Office of International Education
and Development, the Provost’s Office,
alumni, and elected officials for ensuring that the trip took place.
“Everybody came together,” Baker said. “Imagine the amazing things
FAMU can do when we all work together.”

Back since ’89
In May, Marching Band Director Shelby Chipman, Ph.D., received
the first email from a representative:
Would the Incomparable Marching

“100” Band be interested in traveling to
Paris to perform live at the Louis Vuitton Men’s Fashion Show in the legendary Louvre museum?
It marked a return to Paris for the
band that performed in the 1989 Bastille Day Parade. Chipman commended Baker for doing “amazing job coordination various aspects of the trip
with stakeholders in Tallahassee and
Paris.”
The producers of the event wanted
to include a live marching band. They
had seen videos of the Marching “100”
performances and wanted the best.
Contracts and logistics would not be
a problem. Director of Woods Nicholas
Thomas, Ed.D., would work on the arrangements of the tunes the producers
selected.
Percussion Assistant and Choreographer Tova Lovely would work on the
routines. But other paperwork could
jeopardize the trip, Baker initially
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Florida A&M University band members pose during their visit to Paris.

FC

Check out our new website www.flcourier.com
Like us on Facebook
Follow us on Twitter and Instagram @flcourier

