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Biden honors victims of 1921 
race riot at centennial event 

BY ELI STOKOLS
LOS ANGELES TIMES/TNS

President Joe Biden traveled to Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, on Tuesday to mark a shameful 
and largely forgotten part of American his-
tory, calling for racial reconciliation on the 
100th anniversary of the violent destruc-
tion of the city’s thriving Black community 
by a white mob.

Biden became the first president to par-
ticipate in a public remembrance of the 
1921 race riot that left hundreds of Black 
people dead and burned what was known 
as “Black Wall Street” to the ground.

Incited by a local newspaper’s reports 
that a Black male had been accused of step-
ping on a white girl’s foot, Tulsa’s white res-
idents and civil society leaders confronted 
a group of Black Tulsans trying to protect 
the accused from a lynch mob. 

The white rioters unleashed violence on 

a massive scale, looting, setting fire to the 
Greenwood district and even using small 
airplanes to drop projectiles on it.

‘Come to terms’
“My fellow Americans, this was not a ri-

ot,” Biden said before a crowd of roughly 
200 people, including many descendants of 
victims. “This was a massacre — among the 
worst in our history, but not the only one. 
And for too long, forgotten by our history.”

Describing the events of May 31 and June 
1, 1921, in harrowing details — a Black man 
being dragged to death, a couple being shot 
in their home, eight churches being burned 
to the ground, bodies being dumped in 
mass graves — Biden urged the country to 
bear witness at long last.

“We do ourselves no favors, pretending 
that none of this happened,” he said. “We 
can’t just learn what we want to know, but 
what we should know ... the good, the bad 
... everything. That’s what great nations do. 
They come to terms with their dark sides.”

See TULSA, Page 2

REMEMBERING THE TULSA MASSACRE

BRANDON BELL/GETTY IMAGES/TNS

President Joe Biden prays during a moment of silence during commemorations of 
the 100th anniversary of the Tulsa Race Massacre on June 1 in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

BY MARK SHERMAN 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court is 
leaving in place a $2 billion verdict in favor 
of women who claim they developed ovari-
an cancer from using Johnson & Johnson talc 
products.

The justices did not comment Tuesday in 
rejecting Johnson & Johnson’s appeal. The 
company argued that it was not treated fair-
ly in facing one trial involving 22 cancer suf-
ferers who came from 12 states and different 
backgrounds.

A Missouri jury initially awarded the wom-
en $4.7 billion, but a state appeals court 
dropped two women from the suit and re-
duced the award to $2 billion. The jury found 
that the company’s talc products contain as-
bestos and asbestos-laced talc can cause 
ovarian cancer. The company disputes both 
points.

Thousands of lawsuits
Johnson & Johnson, which is based in New 

Brunswick, New Jersey, has stopped selling 
its iconic talc-based Johnson’s Baby Powder 
in the U.S. and Canada, though it remains on 
the market elsewhere.

But the company faces thousands of law-
suits from women who claim asbestos in the 
powder caused their cancer. Talc is a miner-
al similar in structure to asbestos, which is 

known to cause cancer, and they are some-
times obtained from the same mines. The 
cosmetics industry in 1976 agreed to make 
sure its talc products do not contain detect-
able amounts of asbestos.

The lead attorney for the women during 
the trial, Mark Lanier, praised the court’s re-
fusal to hear Johnson & Johnson’s appeal. 
“This decision sends a clear message to the 
rich and powerful: You will be held to ac-
count when you cause grievous harm under 
our system of equal justice under law,” Lani-
er said.

Justices Samuel Alito and Brett Kavanaugh 
took no part in the court’s action. Alito owns 
$15,000 to $50,000 in Johnson & Johnson 
stock. Kavanaugh’s father headed the trade 
association that lobbied against labeling talc 
a carcinogen and including a warning label 
on talc products.

Ethicists contacted by The Associated 
Press said they did not think E. Edward Ka-
vanaugh’s role required his son to step aside 
from the case.

FAMU event
educates Black 
farmers about 
rescue plan
SPECIAL TO THE FLORIDA COURIER

Florida A&M University (FAMU) alumna 
and U.S. Department of Agriculture (US-
DA) Deputy Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights Monica Rainge last week outlined 
the America Rescue Plan (ARP) that will 
bring debt relief to Black and other socially 
disadvantaged farmers.  

At the event held at the FAMU Research 
& Extension Center in Quincy on May 26, 
Congressman Al Lawson, state, county and 
local elected officials and College of Ag-
riculture and Food Sciences faculty and 
staff joined dozens of Black farmers eager 
to learn about the Biden administration’s 
plan to erase billions in debt for struggling 
farmers of color.  

Across America, there are 16,000 eligi-
ble borrowers who owe $3.9 billion, Rainge 
said. Eligible borrowers should begin re-
ceiving letters from their local Farm Ser-
vice Agency (FSA) officials saying how 
much they owe. Once farmers agree with 
the information, they should sign the form 
and return it.  

“We have every intent to get this money 
out to you as soon as possible,” Rainge said. 
“The first checks will be cut in June. We are 
committed to paying out all checks in an 
expeditious manner.” 

Paying off loans
The USDA plans to pay up to 120 per-

cent of the outstanding loans, which will 
include the full cost of the loan and an ex-

See FARMERS, Page 2

PRIDE MONTH 2021

Reflecting on the LGBTQ+  
fight for full equality

ANTONIO PEREZ/TNS

Daley Center security staff officers Al Faulkner, left, and Steve Holmes raise the pride flag at the start of Cook 
County’s Pride Month ceremony at Daley Plaza on June 1. The rainbow flag will fly in Chicago’s Daley Plaza dur-
ing the entire month of June for the first time ever. A White House proclamation calls it “a time to recall the trials 

the Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer (LGBTQ+) community has endured and to rejoice in the 
triumphs of trailblazing individuals who have bravely fought — and continue to fight — for full equality.” 
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