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St. Petersburg Police Chief Anthony Holloway, center, is 
shown at a news conference at the St. Petersburg Police De-
partment on July 9, 2020, At right, then-Mayor Rick Kriseman 
listens. 

Sheryl Lee Ralph shines 
through song and speech 

after Emmy win

BY THE FLORIDA COURIER STAFF

During the Emmy Awards on Mon-
day, Sheryl Lee Ralph, the renowned 
singer and actress, sang the house 
down upon winning the award for out-
standing supporting actress in a come-
dy series.

She started her acceptance speech 
with a 1997 song by jazz singer Dianne 
Reeves. Ralph, 56, won for her role as 
Barbara Howard, a schoolteacher in 
the ABC series Abbott Elementary.

“I am an endangered species/ But I 
sing no victim’s song / I am a woman, 
I am an artist/ And I know where my 
voice belongs,” she sang, from Reeves’ 
“Endangered Species’’ song. 

“To anyone who has ever, ever had a 
dream and thought your dream wasn’t, 
wouldn’t, couldn’t come true, I am 

here to tell you that this 
is what believing looks 
like,” she said as sev-
eral of her peers rose 
from their seats. “This 
is what striving looks 
like.”

“And don’t you ever, 
ever give up on you, be-
cause if you get a Quin-
ta Brunson in your cor-
ner, if you get a hus-
band like mine in your 
corner, if you get chil-
dren like mine in your 
corner, and if you’ve 
got friends like every-
body who voted for 
me, cheered for me, 
loved me — thank you! 
Thank you!”

Ralph is the second 
Black woman to win 
the supporting comedy 
role. Jackee Harry won 

it in 1987 for her role in the series “227.’’
She also has received a Tony nomina-

tion in 1981 for her role as Deena Jones 

the Broadway musical “Dreamgirls.”
At Monday’s Emmys, Quinta Brun-

son, the creator of “Abbott Elementary,” 
also won the comedy writing award. 
Brunson also was nominated for her 

role as teacher Janine Teagues in the 
comedy series.

Zendaya, 26, made history as the first 
Black woman to win an Emmy Award 
in the outstanding lead actress in a dra-

ma series category two times. She stars 
as Rue Bennett in the series “Euphoria.’’ 
She also made history as the youngest 
two-time winner of any Emmy in his-
tory.
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State appeals 
court denies 
demand to 
open cannabis 
license 
application 
window

Editor’s note: The following arti-
cle was originally published by Can-
nabis Business Times (cannabis-
businesstimes.com) on Sept. 9, 2022, 
and has been reprinted with permis-
sion.

BY TONY LANGE
CANNABIS BUSINESS TIMES

New medical cannabis dispen-
saries have continued to open on a 
weekly basis during recent months 
in Florida, but the state’s ever-ex-
panding retail footprint remains 
limited to 22 operators. 

Trulieve (120 dispensary loca-
tions), Verano (59 MÜV dispensa-
ries) and Curaleaf (51 dispensaries) 
represent 49% of Florida’s 474 retail 
locations as of Sept. 9, according to 
a weekly update from the state’s Of-
fice of Medical Marijuana Use (OM-
MU).

Also as of Sept. 9, Florida had 
nearly 750,000 qualified patients 
with active ID cards, meaning each 
retail location  serves almost 1,600 
patients on average. For Trulieve, 
that means dispensing roughly 300 
ounces of dried flower at each of its 
120 locations every week, accord-
ing to OMMU data.

But aspiring market entrants 
hoping to gain a piece of that pie 
through additional licensing will 
have to continue to watch from the 
sidelines following a Sept. 7  deci-
sion  from Florida’s First District 
Court of Appeal. The court upheld 
an order to dismiss a complaint by 
Tampa-based Louis Del Favero Or-
chids Inc., which demanded the 
Florida Department of Health is-
sue additional retail licenses under 
a default licensure mechanism in 
Section 120.60 of state law.

What the statute states
A general statute that applies to 

all state agencies, Section 120.60 
states, “An application for a license 
must be approved or denied within 
90 days after receipt of a complet-
ed application” or the application is 
“considered approved.”

Del Favero  applied  in 2018 for a 
license to cultivate and dispense 
medical cannabis from the Florida 
health department, but state offi-
cials didn’t approve or deny the ap-
plication and instead told Del Fave-
ro that the department wasn’t ac-
cepting applications for additional 
licenses in the state at the time.

Since Florida voters pass-
ed  Amendment 2  in 2016 and the 
state Legislature’s subsequent 2017 
passage of Senate Bill 8-A—creating
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‘An excuse to racially profile’
How Florida trains its
police officers on bias

BY ALBERT SERNA JR.
TAMPA BAY TIMES/TNS

TAMPA — Thousands of police officers 
across Florida have taken state training to 
educate them about discrimination, such 
as racial profiling, during traffic stops.

But eight experts who reviewed the on-
line training for the Tampa Bay Times 
found that it failed to teach officers to un-
derstand bias, shifted blame for disparate 
ticketing from police onto people of color 
and encouraged conduct that could lead to 
discriminatory policing.

The Florida Department of Law Enforce-
ment slideshow  told officers that traffic 
stops preceded “nearly every serious race 
riot in the United States” but provided no 

details about the police brutality that ac-
companied the stops. 

It inaccurately described police interac-
tions that led to riots in Miami and Los An-
geles. It cited statistics from nearly 20 years 
ago that showed higher public confidence 
in police than is felt today.

And it took roughly 25 minutes to flip 
through the slides and complete a quiz that 
one expert called “embarrassingly simple.”

The Times first started asking the depart-
ment about the training in March. By July, 
some of the most problematic slides were 
removed.

Even with the changes, the training does 
not acknowledge that police pull over and 
ticket people of color more often.

Experts noted that it encourages the use 
of what’s known as pretextual stops, a con-
troversial tactic that involves pulling over 
cars for minor violations — like expired tags 
or overly tinted windows — for a chance to 
question drivers and uncover criminal ac-

tivity. The practice has been found to dis-
proportionately affect people of color.

The course, experts said, also oversim-
plifies racial dynamics and focuses on ways 
to keep officers out of trouble. One slide 
teaches officers that they will be less likely 
to behave “insensitively toward minorities” 
if they stop using “racially charged stereo-
types” and epithets.

“They frame bias as something that can 
be easily addressed,” said Amanda Peters-
en, an assistant professor of sociology and 
criminal justice at Old Dominion Universi-
ty in Virginia. “Their main recommenda-
tion was, ‘Don’t tell racist jokes.’”

About the slides
Training officials at the Florida Depart-

ment of Law Enforcement did not agree 
to an interview. The department released 
three statements to the Times, and a 
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Florida students win 
OneUnited bank’s 
national contest

Aida Anderson, 11, and Ryllie Stephens, 12, were 
two of 10 national winners of a contest held by one 
of the nation’s largest Black-owned bank, OneUnited 
Bank.

OneUnited Bank sponsors the annual “I Got Bank!” 
Youth Essay & Art Contest that promotes financial lit-
eracy among youth ages 8 and 12. This year, Ander-
son of Cooper City, and Stephens of Sarasota, beat out 
thousands of entrants from across the country to each 
win a $1,000 OneUnited Bank savings account.

Anderson and Stephens impressed the panel of 
judges, including Teri Williams, the bank’s president 
and chief operating officer, with their artwork depict-

ing the importance of savings. 
Williams wrote “I Got Bank! What My Grandad 

Taught Me About Money,” after she discovered the 
lack of books geared toward educating urban youth 
about financial literacy.

“This year, we were excited to see how financial lit-
eracy has become a family conversation,” Williams 
said. “We continue to strive to make financial literacy 

a core value in the Black community. Congratulations 
to our winners and their families.”

The “I Got Bank!” youth essay and art contest is part 
of a larger OneUnited Bank initiative to make finan-
cial literacy a core value of the Black community. To 
learn more about past “I Got Bank” winners, visit the 
OneUnited Bank Financial Literacy blog.

OneUnited Bank has also launched its Financial Ed-
ucation Center with online playlists on financial ba-
sics, major life decisions, starting a career, small busi-
ness and preventing elder fraud. “At OneUnited Bank, 
we hope our efforts will improve the financial skills of 
children and adults throughout the country,” Williams 
said. 

This year’s winners include: Hahrin Vivian Chiang, 
9, Santa Monica, California, Kendyl Gray, 11, Reseda, 
California, Liam Hughton, 9, Los Angeles, California, 
Golden Littlejohn, 8, Knoxville, Tennessee, Grayson 
Nevel, 9, Boston, Massachusetts, Zya Taylor, 12, Deca-
tur, Georgia, Kordell White, 12, Sylmar, California, Lu-
kas Wormack, 12, Plainfield, New Jersey. 

A look at ‘The Silent Twins’ biopic

‘Pose’ star talks about 
making Broadway history

ENTERTAINMENT  | 7

Queen’s legacy through 
the lens of colonialism

WORLD  | 5

Sheryl Lee Ralph accepts the supporting actress in a comedy series award for “Abbott Elementary” during the 
74th Primetime Emmy Awards at the Microsoft Theater in Los Angeles on Monday.
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