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MLK Day at Florida park 
ends in sorrow

Advocate for 
Sarasota’s 
Black 
community 
inspired by 
love of fellow 
Floridians
BY BASIL PURSLEY
WUSF PUBLIC MEDIA

Fredd “Glossie” Atkins, 70, grew 
up in Newtown, a historically Black 
community in Sarasota, where he 
lived through desegregation, and 
has since taken on the roles of lead-
ing, uplifting and protecting his 
community. He’s continuously mo-
tivated to fight for his Florida home-
town through his desire to take care 
of and connect with the people who 
live here.

Newtown lies on the edge of Sara-
sota County, wedged between a few 
colleges and the luxurious arts dis-
trict. The historic Black communi-
ty has continued to thrive after de-
cades of gentrification and political 
warfare.

But Atkins recalls when Newtown 
wasn’t all upscale apartments, and 
his childhood home was the only 
concrete structure in the area.

Atkins remembers his mother 
becoming a foster mom for disen-
franchised children across the area. 
“Now you know what that meant? I 
became the foster dad,” explained 
Atkins.

“I can remember my mother be-
ing like Florence Nightingale,” At-
kins said. “She’d go spend the night 
with people sick and dying, and 
she’d tell, ‘Oh, y’all be all right at 
home.’ And so, we were all right at 
home.”

“I come from a history of giving 
to our community and our people,” 
Atkins continued.

He settled into the role of care-
taker growing up, while watching 
over his siblings, mother and even 
the neighborhood.

“I’ve got a history of cleaning up,” 
See NEWTOWN, Page 2

Mom, 29, killed in Fort Pierce 
mass shooting at event; local 

leaders weigh in on the violence

BY DAPHNE TAYLOR
FLORIDA COURIER

Former Fort Pierce Police Officer Felix Newkirk 
lives just two blocks from where a mass shoot-
ing took place on Monday that ended the life of a 
29-year-old woman who was among many attend-
ing a Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. holiday event in the 
city located in St. Lucie County.

Monday’s shooting, which has 
made national news, took place af-
ter Fort Pierce’s MLK parade. 

The shooting at the MLK Car 
Show and Family Fun Day held at 
Ilous Ellis Park left eight people 
shot and one dead on the official 
King holiday, a day that was meant 
to celebrate peace and unity.

Nikkitia Bryant, 29, who was 
at the event with her 6-year-old 
daughter, died at HCA Florida 

Lawnwood Hospital on Tuesday, authorities said.

See SORROW, Page 2
This post from WPBF 25 TV station in West Palm Beach shows Ilous Park where the shootings 
occurred.

Bands march on to honor Dr. King

Young band members from South Florida high schools 
march in the West Perrine Dr. Martin Luther King parade 
held on Jan. 14, one of the many parades throughout the 
nation that honored the life and legacy of the civil rights 
icon. West Perrine is located in Miami-Dade County. In 

his “Drum Major Instinct’’ speech, delivered two months 
before his death in 1968, Dr. King preached, “Yes, if you 

want to say that I was a drum major, say that I was a drum 
major for justice. Say that I was a drum major for peace. I 

was a drum major for righteousness.’’ 

Honoring the  
‘drum major 
for justice’

Like collard 
greens? St. Pete 
has a festival 
devoted to them

It began four years ago to promote ag-
riculture, food consumption education 
and to showcase better lifestyle choic-
es to help stabilize health disparities in 
underserved communities.

In February, the 2023 Publix Tampa 
Bay Collard Green Festival will be back, 
featuring attractions that include live 
performances by singer and songwriter 
Khalea Lynee & The Fascinations from 
season 17 of NBC’s “The Voice” and the 
2023  Collard  Cook-Off, boasting $500 
prizes and bragging rights.

Other attractions include collabora-
tive cooking demos, an interactive fit-
ness promenade featuring Nu Body 
Fitness, free  collard  smoothies and a 

fresh collard green give-
away sponsored by WP 
Rawl Farms.

The festival, which 
is in partnership with 
the Dr. Carter G. Wood-
son African American 
Museum, will be held 
on  Saturday, Feb. 18, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,  
2240 9th Ave. S.,  St. Pe-
tersburg. Admission to 

the festival is free and the event is open 
to the public.

“Greens  conjure up memories for 
people,” said festival co-founder Boyzell 
Hosey. “We can promote urban agricul-
ture, fitness and a culinary experi-
ence with the festival.”

‘Collards After Dark’ too
Notable festival presenters include 

nutritional journalist and two-time 
James Beard Award winner Toni Tip-
ton-Martin, food preservationist Gabri-
elle E.W. Carter and “The Gullah Diva” 
Chef Sallie Ann Robinson – all featured 
in the Netflix  “High on The Hog: How 
African American Cuisine Transformed 
America’’ series.

With heart disease as the leading cause 
of death in the U.S. and Black Americans 
suffering a 30% mortality rate, the festi-
val organizers hope to educate people on 
the depths of African American food his-
tory, share alternatives to food produc-
tion and preparation and promote viable 
lifestyle changes.

  “You look at this  collard  green  festi-
val, you see every part of our communi-
ty,” said St. Petersburg Mayor Ken Welch. 
“It’s about celebrating  collard  greens, 

Nikkitia 
Bryant

Attendees wait 
to taste collard 

greens at a 
previous festi-

val. The 2023 
Publix Tam-
pa Bay Col-

lard Green Fes-
tival will take 

place on Satur-
day, Feb. 18.

See FESTIVAL, Page 2
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