
PRIMARY VOTING UNDERWAY IN FLORIDA

More than a million people 
cast their votes prior to 
Tuesday’s election day

Voting in the midterm primary is underway in Florida and around the 
country. The primary in Florida is Tuesday, Aug. 23, with early voting 
continuing through this week at many polling sites in the state. As of 

Wednesday, more than 1 million people had voted in Florida through 
early voting at polling sites and by mail-in ballot. Election supervisors say 

primaries usually attract fewer votes than other elections.  
For voter assistance in Florida, visit the Division of Elections at  

https://dos.myflorida.com/elections.
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INSIDE

Schools scramble 
to find teachers 
and support staff
BY RYAN DAILEY
NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE –  Florida students began re-
turning to classrooms this week amid a teacher 
and support-staff shortage, with some counties 
still advertising positions and exploring “creative 
options” to fill vacancies.

In Bay County, a Panhandle district with rough-
ly 26,600 students, school officials were still look-
ing to hire teachers on the eve of the first day of 
classes.

“We’re still advertising about 40 instruction-
al vacancies and about 50 support vacancies, so 
that’s certainly not where we’d like to be,” Sharon 
Michalik, director of communications for the dis-
trict, told the News Service of Florida on Tuesday.

The district made some headway in the weeks 
leading up to the school year, Michalik said, in 
part by holding a job fair that led to about 130 new 
employees, including teachers, substitutes and 
support staff.

The district also has tried to take advantage of 
various resources passed by the state Legislature 
and approved by Gov. Ron DeSantis, such as a new 
$15 minimum wage for school support staff.

But in Bay County, where Hurricane Michael 
wreaked havoc nearly four years ago, inflated 
housing prices have put an additional strain on 
the district’s recruiting efforts.

“I think that probably everybody is facing the 
housing crunch to some extent, but it is particu-
larly acute in Bay County because so much hous-
ing was destroyed when Hurricane Michael came 
through,” Michalik said.

Supply-chain issues and a rise in the cost of ma-
terials caused by the coronavirus pandemic also 
slowed the region’s rebuilding process. Housing 
and rent prices pose a particularly uphill battle 
when trying to lure out-of-town candidates to the 
North Florida district.

“We’ve seen many people accept positions and 
then have to decline them because, although they 
felt the salary was fine, they couldn’t find an af-
fordable place to live,” Michalik said. “That’s a big 
challenge because obviously we’re the school sys-
tem and we can’t get into the housing business.”

Bay County school officials have mulled ideas 
such as asking apartment complexes to offer dis-
counts for educators.

Statewide priority
State Education Commissioner Manny Diaz, 

Jr., who was tapped for the position by DeSantis 

Health, climate goals 
become law in Biden’s bill
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Teens may battle depression and anxiety after spending more than a year 
learning virtually and returning to in-class sessions. 

See SCHOOLS, Page 2

Dems nationwide take aim at 
state’s drop box restrictions

Voting by mail and election 
boxes have played key roles in 
battles about the law, at least 
in part because Florida saw  

an increase in mail-in ballots 
in 2020, particularly  
among Black voters.

 BY JIM SAUNDERS
NEWS SERVICE OF FLORIDA

TALLAHASSEE — Democratic attorneys 
general from 16 states and the District of Co-

lumbia urged a federal appeals court Tuesday 
to reject restrictions that Florida Republicans 
placed last year on election drop boxes.

The attorneys general filed a friend-of-the-
court brief arguing that the 11th U.S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals should uphold a March rul-
ing by Chief U.S. District Judge Mark Walker 
that the restrictions are unconstitutional and 
should be blocked.

The brief disputed Republicans’ arguments 
that the restrictions on drop boxes, where 
people can drop off mail-in ballots, are need-
ed to help prevent fraud.

“No one disputes that there is a state inter-
est in combating voter fraud,” said the brief, 
led by District of Columbia Attorney Gener-
al Karl Racine and New York Attorney Gener-

al Letitia James. “But a voting restriction must 
be genuinely aimed at advancing that inter-
est and reasonably calibrated to the scope of 
the problem. Here, the scope of the target-
ed problem is vanishingly small: the use of 
drop boxes, and mail ballots more generally, 
are well-established practices in Florida and 
around the country, and neither has given rise 
to substantial fraud.”

Parts struck down
The drop-box restrictions were part of a 

controversial bill (SB 90) that Republican 
lawmakers and Gov. Ron DeSantis approved 
last year amid a national push by the GOP to 

See DEMS, Page 2

BY LAUREL KELLY
MAYO CLINIC NEWS NETWORK/TNS

With many teens heading back to 
school, peer pressure and academ-
ic expectations are once again a real-
ity. These added pressures can cause 
ups and downs during what can be an 
already tumultuous time of life. For 
some teens, though, the lows are more 
than just temporary feelings. They’re 
symptoms of depression.

Depression is one of the most com-
monly diagnosed mental disorders in 
children, according to the  Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.

Teen depression is a serious mental 
health problem. It affects how teenag-

ers think, feel and behave, and it can 
cause emotional, functional and phys-
ical problems. 

What to look for
Signs and symptoms a teen may be 

depressed include a change in his or 
her previous attitude and behavior 
that can cause significant distress and 
problems at in all areas of life.

Be on the alert for:
• Feelings of sadness, which can in-

clude crying spells for no apparent rea-
son.

• Frustration or feelings of anger, 
even over small matters.

• Feeling hopeless or empty.
• Irritability or annoyed mood.
• Loss of interest or pleasure in usu-

al activities.
• Loss of interest in, or conflict with, 

family and friends.
• Low self-esteem.
• Feelings of worthlessness or guilt.
• Fixation on past failures, or exag-

gerated self-blame or self-criticism.
• Extreme sensitivity to rejection or 

failure, and the need for excessive re-
assurance.

• Trouble thinking, concentrating, 
making decisions and remembering 
things.

• Ongoing sense that life and the fu-
ture are grim and bleak.

• Frequent thoughts of death, dying 
or suicide.

Watch for changes in behavior, in-

Teens and depression: A back-to-school concern

See TEENS, Page 2
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A Broward County elections department employee 
collects ballots from a voter at the official drop box 
during the general election at the Lauderhill Office 
Supervisor of Elections on Nov. 3, 2020 in Lauderhill.
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