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Charge against community activist dropped
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The Andrew Joseph Foundation will 
host a “Keeper of His Memory’’ week-
end next month in Tampa in memory of 
the Black 14-year-old who died on Feb. 
7, 2014, after attending “Student Day’’ at 
the Florida State Fairgrounds. 

Guests at the Feb. 11-13 memori-
al events will include members of Black 
Lives Matter as well as actress Eva Mar-
cille. 

Andrew Joseph III was a Catholic stu-

dent in Tampa Bay whose first encoun-
ter with law enforcement proved deadly. 
During a “School Day’’ at the fairgrounds 
sponsored by Hillsborough County Pub-
lic Schools, the Hillsborough County 
Sheriff ’s Office rounded up 99 children, 
sending 12 to juvenile detention the 
night of Feb. 7, 2014. Andrew was one of 
them.

After no attempts to reach his fami-
ly, Andrew was dropped off on the side 
of a busy, dark stretch of Interstate 4 in 
Tampa, two miles from the fairgrounds. 
While trying to cross the interstate, he 

was killed by a motorist, his family states.

‘Qualified immunity’ fight
Nearly eight years later, no police re-

port exists or documentation showing 
criminal wrongdoing by Andrew. And lo-
cal law enforcement continues to use the 
legal claim of “qualified immunity” to 
block Andrew’s family from having their 
day in court.

“To this day, there has been no ac-
countability, only relentless attempts 
and failed court appeals by the sheriff ’s 
department and the Florida State Fair-
grounds delaying and denying justice 
claiming qualified immunity/ sovereign 
immunity,’’ said Deanna Joseph, An-
drew’s mother.

Ben Frazier was 
handcuffed during a 
protest at a DeSantis 

briefing in Jacksonville.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

JACKSONVILLE — Officials have 
dropped the trespassing charge filed 
against a Black community activist 
who was handcuffed prior to the start 
of a news conference held by Florida 
Gov. Ron DeSantis earlier this month, 
his attorney said.

Ben Frazier, 71, had tried to attend 
the Jan. 4 briefing that DeSantis held 
in Jacksonville, hoping to discuss the 
“shoddy job” he believed the gover-
nor and state had done in response 
to the pandemic, according to a state-
ment this week from Jacksonville at-
torney John Phillips.

A video feed of the confrontation 
showed police handcuffing Frazier 
and leading other protesters from the 
room inside the state Health Depart-
ment building in Jacksonville where 
the briefing was to be held.

“The governor is afraid to meet with 
the people,” Frazier, president and 
founder of the Northside Coalition of 
Jacksonville, said that day as an offi-
cer handcuffed him. “When it comes 
to public welfare, this governor does 
not care.”

‘Simple meeting’ sought
In the aftermath of the protest, 

DeSantis spokeswoman Christina 
Pushaw had defended the removal 
of Frazier, saying he was blocking the 
public from hearing the governor’s 
news conference.

“Every citizen has the right to pro-
test in public places – but not to tres-
pass in a secured facility in order to 

disrupt a press briefing and prevent 
essential information from being 
conveyed to the public,” she said in a 
statement Jan. 4.

Phillips said Frazier has asked for 
a meeting with DeSantis, hoping to 
discuss “issues and concerns of poor 
people and Black Floridians,” includ-
ing housing, health care and mental 
health. The attorney said they have 
not heard from the governor’s office.

“We invite that and suspect a sim-
ple meeting could avoid legal action 
entirely. It’s all he wanted all along. 
These charges were dismissed as 
quickly as they could have been given 
the issues of who would actually pros-
ecute this spurious case,” he said.

The charge against Frazier was 
dropped Jan. 21. The court document 
citing the dismissal did not detail the 
reason for dropping the charge, but 
said no further action was required.

History lessons  
recount their lives as 
Florida Maroons and 

then Seminoles.

BY MELEAH LYDEN
WUFT NEWS

A patterned long shirt. A feather in 
his turban. A weapon in his hands. 

Matthew Griffin is ready for battle.  
A historical one, that is.
Griffin, 30, is a living historian, 

meaning he works to showcase in-
formation about the past through im-
mersive presentations. He primar-
ily portrays a Black Seminole Indi-
an from the 1830s and 1840s and has 
participated in historical reenact-
ments for 20 years.

His uncle was the one who got 
him started. Griffin, who was born 
in Groveland, can’t think of a time 
when he wasn’t interested in histo-
ry. His curiosity grew when he would 
watch old western movies, like “The 
Lone Ranger,” while visiting his uncle 
on Sundays. 

“And then he would just tell me 
about the Black cowboys that were 
out West and stuff,” said Griffin, a 
University of Florida alumnus. “So 
that led into learning about some of 
the Black Indians, which then led in-
to learning about the Buffalo Soldiers 
and that aspect of Black history.” 

When he was around 7 or 8 years 
old, the pair discovered Dade Bat-

Reenactor brings Black 
Seminole Indian history to life
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Reenactor Matthew Griffin poses in traditional garb reminiscent of what Black Seminole Indians wore in 
the 1800s. See GRIFFIN, Page 2
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BY CARL LISCIANDRELLO
WUSF PUBLIC MEDIA

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis said 
he will fight the “reckless decision” 
by the U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration to  revoke emergency au-
thorization of two monoclonal an-
tibody treatments.

The FDA’s announcement on 
Jan. 24 meant Florida had to im-
mediately shut down monoclonal 
antibody treatment sites across the 
state.

Speaking at a news conference 
in Crawfordville on Jan. 25, DeSan-
tis said he will fight the decision af-
ter the FDA said the drugs — from 
Regeneron and Eli Lilly — did not 
work against the omicron variant.

“We’re gonna fight back against 
this because this is just wrong,” De-
Santis said. “This is not the way 
that you help people. And our view 
is, people have the right to access 
these treatments, and to revoke it 
on this basis, it’s just fundamental-
ly wrong, and we’re going to fight 
back.”

After the FDA announced it re-
voked the emergency use authori-
zation, the sites administering the 
treatments were closed, and those 
who had already made appoint-
ments were told they were being 
canceled, the Florida Department 
of Health said in a release.

DeSantis, along with state Sur-
geon General Dr. Joseph Ladapo, 

DeSantis will 
fight decision 
to stop 
monoclonal 
treatment

See FIGHT, Page 2
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Community activist Ben Frazier is handcuffed on Jan. 4 by a member of 
the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office after refusing to leave the room where a 
news conference with Gov. Ron DeSantis was to be held. 


