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BY KATIE RICE
ORLANDO SENTINEL/TNS

ORLANDO — When Shay John-
son last spoke with her cousin Tyre 
Sampson, the 14-year-old killed 
after falling from a drop tower at 
ICON Park on 24, he was about to 
board the ride after he was turned 
away from other nearby attractions 
because of his size, Johnson said.

Tyre weighed about 340 pounds 
and stood 6-foot-4, she said, and 
he was told he could not ride the 
Orlando StarFlyer or the Orlando 
SlingShot before getting on the Or-
lando Free Fall. She said she be-
lieves the ride operators just looked 
at Tyre to assess his size before let-
ting him ride.

“I hate it,” she said in an interview. 
“I hate that they did not turn him 
down. ... I feel like they just looked 
(him) over just to get his money.”

Representatives for the SlingShot 
Group have made few public re-
marks since the accident and did 
not respond to requests for com-
ment Tuesday.

Tyre exceeded the maximum 
passenger weight for the attrac-
tion by about 53 pounds, accord-
ing to an operations manual pub-
lished by the ride’s manufacturer. It 
lists the limit as 130 kg, or about 287 
pounds. The Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services 
released the manual Monday along 
with other records on the attraction 
and accident.

“Be careful when seeing if large 
guests fit into the seats,” it reads. 
“Check that they fit within the con-
tours of the seat and the bracket fits 
properly. If this is not so — Do not 
let this person ride.”

Memorial near scene
Days after the fatal accident, pass-

ersby continued to stop by a make-
shift memorial to Tyre to pay their 
respects. 

The Orlando Free Fall, the drop 
tower from which Tyre fell the night 
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Biden signs bill  
making lynching a  
federal hate crime.

BY NIELS LESNIEWSKI
CQ-ROLL CALL/TNS

President Joe Biden has signed legis-
lation to finally define lynching as a fed-
eral hate crime.

“Hundreds, hundreds of similar 
bills have failed to pass,” Biden said on 
March 29 during a signing ceremony in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. 
“Over the years, several federal hate 
crime laws were enacted, including one 
I signed last year to combat COVID-19 
hate crimes, but no federal law, no fed-
eral law expressly prohibited lynching. 
None. Until today.”

The ceremony was the culmination 

of more than 200 attempts since the 
start of the 20th century to enact feder-
al anti-lynching legislation, according 
to lead House sponsor Rep.  Bobby L. 
Rush, D-Ill.

“The enactment of my bill means that 
the full weight and power of the Unit-
ed States government can be brought to 
bear against those who commit this vi-
cious crime,” Rush said in a statement. 
“We will no longer face the question of if 
a perpetrator of lynching will be brought 
to justice — with the President’s signa-
ture today, we have eliminated that pos-
sibility moving forward.”

Named after Till
The new law is one of several recent 

measures named for or honoring Em-
mett Till, the young Black man from 
Chicago who was brutally murdered in 
August 1955, at age 14, while visiting an 

uncle in Mississippi.
“I was 8 years old when my moth-

er put the photograph of Emmett Till’s 
brutalized body that ran in Jet magazine 
on our living room coffee table, point-
ed to it, and said, ‘This is why I brought 
my boys out of Albany, Georgia,’” Rush 
said in the statement. “That photo-
graph shaped my consciousness as a 
Black man in America and changed the 
course of my life.”

Till’s mother, Mamie Till-Mobley, had 
insisted on an open casket for her son’s 
funeral. A separate legislative effort to 
posthumously award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to Till and Till-Mobley has 
passed the Senate.

“I feel a sense of joy,” Sen. Cory Book-
er, D-N.J., told reporters before leaving 
the Capitol to attend the bill-signing 
ceremony. “I can hear ancestors exhal-

See LAW, Page 2

2022 MIAMI OPEN

Tennis tournament 
wraps up on Sunday

The 2022 Miami Open presented by Itaú continues at  
Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens through April 3.  

The finals for the tennis tournament, which started on March 21,  
are April 2 and 3. Florida Courier photojournalist Kim Gibson has 

been there, capturing the matches of Coco Gauff, Asia Muhammad,  
Gaël Monfils, Nick Kyrgios and Frances Tiafoe.  
For more information, visit miamiopen.com.
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At left is 
a home 
that was 
on the 
market 
last year 
in the 
Tampa 
area.
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The Tampa and Miami areas 
had among the nation’s largest in-
creases in home prices in January 
when compared to a year earlier, 
according to a report released on 
Tuesday, March 29.

The Tampa metropolitan area 
saw a 30.8 percent year-over-year 
gain in home prices, while the Mi-
ami area had a 28.1 percent in-
crease. 

The report, the S&P CoreLogic 
Case-Shiller U.S. National Home 
Price NSA Index, measured in-

creases in 20 metropolitan areas. 
Only the Phoenix area, with a 

32.6 percent increase, had a larg-
er year-over-year jump than Tam-
pa and Miami. The annual gain 
in January for the 20 markets was 
19.2 percent. 

Last fall we observed that home 
prices, although continuing to rise 
quite sharply, had begun to de-
celerate,” Craig J. Lazzara, man-
aging director at S&P Dow Jones 
Indices, said in a prepared state-
ment. “Even that modest decel-
eration was on pause in January. 
The 19.2% year-over-year change 
for January was the fourth-largest 

reading in 35 years of history.” 
Lazzara, however, indicated that 

market conditions could begin to 
change. 

“The macroeconomic environ-
ment is evolving rapidly,” he said. 
“Declining COVID cases and a re-
sumption of general economic ac-
tivity has stoked inflation, and the 
Federal Reserve has begun to in-
crease interest rates in response. 
We may soon begin to see the im-
pact of increasing mortgage rates 
on home prices.” 

Tampa and Miami were the on-
ly Florida markets included in the 
report.
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President Joe Biden signs H.R. 55, the “Emmett Till Anti-lynching Act,” 
making lynching a hate crime under federal law, during a ceremony in 
the Rose Garden of the White House on March 29.
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Tampa and Miami home prices see big increases


