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Zambia’s Kenneth 
Kaunda is lauded as a 
champion for Africa.

BY THE FLORIDA COURIER STAFF

Kenneth David “KK” Kaunda, 
the former president of Zam-
bia and the last giant of Africa’s 
frontline leaders in turbulent 
struggles against colonialism 
and foreign domination of the 
continent, died of pneumonia 
on June 17. He was 97.

He led the Southern African 
nation to independence and 
governed from 1964 until Octo-
ber 1991. 

Kaunda is being remembered 
as a towering figure whose 
strength, tenacity of will and 
sacrifice benefitted the entire 
African continent, but particu-
larly the southern African re-
gion. 

‘Safe harbor’
“He embodied the true sense 

of Pan-Africanism, placing his 
own country Zambia at grave 
risk in 

order to provide safe harbor 
for the liberation movements 
of Southern Africa as well as its 
peoples,” said Moussa Faki Ma-
hamat, chairperson of the Af-
rican Union Commission, in a 
statement. 

“The African Union stands in 
solidarity with the Kaunda fam-
ily, the people and the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Zambia 
as we mourn and honor the life 
of a freedom fighter, statesman, 
visionary and liberation struggle 
icon,” he said. 

History of leadership
Kaunda was chairman of 

The Frontline States, an alli-
ance of African countries from 
the 1960s to 1990s committed 

to ending apartheid and White 
rule. He was a founder of the Or-
ganization of African Unity that 
eventually became the African 
Union. 

He rallied global support 
and pushed for economic di-
vestment from the repressive, 
White-ruled countries, and al-
lowed Zambia to be an opera-
tional base for guerilla move-
ments from South Africa, Mo-
zambique, Zimbabwe, and An-
gola, and provided exiles politi-
cal protection and armed resis-
tance training. 

“Under KK’s leadership, Lu-
saka ... became the capitol of Af-
rican resistance,” explained Dr. 
Gerald Horne, professor of his-
tory and Africana Studies at the 
University of Houston.  

“Such African unity angered 
Europe and their settler colo-
nialists in Africa. Zambia suf-
fered as a result. 

See GIANT, Page 2

‘LAST AFRICAN GIANT’ DIES On a 1960 
tour of 
America, 
Kenneth 
Kaunda had 
discussions 
with both 
Dr. Martin 
Luther King, 
Jr., and Min-
ister Mal-
colm X of 
the Nation of 
Islam. Four 
years later, 
Kaunda 
became the 
first presi-
dent of the 
independent 
African 
nation of 
Zambia.
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Cops cracking 
heads
Report: Police sending 
thousands to ERs
BY STACY M. BROWN
NNPA NEWSWIRE 

A new investigation by the nonprofit The 
Marshall Project and data from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention reveal 
the depth of police brutality and unpun-
ished violence that continues to rock the 
nation, particularly communities of color.

Since 2015, more than 400,000 people 
have been treated in emergency rooms 
(ERs) because of a violent interaction with 
police or security guards, according to the 
report that The Marshall Project published 
in conjunction with NBC News.

No national data
“But there’s almost no nationwide data 

on the nature or circumstances of their in-
juries,” the report’s authors wrote.

“Many of the country’s roughly 18,000 
law enforcement agencies don’t tally or 
make public the number of people who 
need medical care after officers break their 
arms, bruise their faces, or shock them 
with Tasers.”

The researchers noted the national con-
versation about policing over the past year, 
where public attention has focused on 
those like George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, 
and Tamir Rice, who die at the hands of of-
ficers.

‘A beatdown’
“Few know that tens of thousands of 

people like Eliel Paulino end up in emer-
gency rooms after run-ins with police,” the 
researchers penned in the study.

Paulino was less than a block from his 
apartment complex late one night in 2015 
when “red police lights flashed in his SUV’s 
rearview mirror,” the researchers contin-
ued.

Officers told Paulino that lights on his 
license plates were out, and “within min-
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Dillard coaching legend 
Marcia Pinder dies
BY THE FLORIDA COURIER STAFF

FORT LAUDERDALE – Marcia Pin-
der, who built the Fort Lauderdale Dillard 
High School girls’ basketball program in-
to a statewide powerhouse, died on Tues-
day. She was 70.

In her 44 seasons at Dillard, she com-
piled a 996-231 record – the winningest 
basketball coach for girls or boys in Flor-
ida high school history.

A 1974 Bethune-Cookman Universi-
ty graduate, Pinder ran track there and 
was inducted into the university’s Hall of 
Fame in 2016. 

She started coaching 
the Dillard girls’ basketball 
team in 1976. While there, 
the Panthers won 10 state 
championships, with the 
last one in 2019. 

Tons of awards
In 2014, Pinder was 

named to the Nation-
al High School Athletic 

Coaches Association Hall of Fame. She 
won the national 2018 Gatorade Coaching 
Excellence Award and the 2017 Morgan 
Wooten Award for Lifetime Achievement 
in Coaching High School Basketball.  She 
was voted Florida Dairy Farmers’ Coach 
of the Year five times.

“She was a mom, a grandmother, a 
friend, a colleague,” Dillard principal 

Casandra Robinson told the Sun Sentinel 
newspaper. 

“We all know that she is the most win-
ningest coach in the state of Florida in [bas-
ketball], boys or girls, and while all that is 
important to us here at the school, what 
was even more important to us is who she 
was as a woman, as a person, her character.

“She cared about winning, but she 
cared more about who was getting into 
school (college). ... She was just always 
consistent with who she was, and it was 
always caring.”

A wake is tentatively scheduled for July 
2, with a homegoing service set for July 3.

Information from the Sun Sentinel 
and the Miami Herald was used for this 
report. 

Marcia S. 
Pinder
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After a year’s absence, one of Black Florida’s largest events returns in 2021. This year’s Carnival event  
kicked off on June 5 with the Miami Carnival Showcase band launch. 

For official updates of 2021 Miami Carnival events and programming, go to https://miamicarnival.org.  
Follow on Instagram and Twitter @MiaBroCarnival or https://www.facebook.com/MiamiBrowardOneCarnival/.


