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Malcolm X’s 
family to file 
$100 million 
lawsuit 
against NYPD
BY LEONARD GREENE
NEW YORK DAILY NEWS/TNS

NEW YORK — Exactly 58 years to 
the date that Malcolm X was assas-
sinated in a hail of gunfire on a Man-
hattan stage, his family announced 
plans to file a lawsuit against the 
New York City Police Department 
(NYPD) accusing cops and vari-
ous government agencies of inten-
tionally concealing evidence of his 
murder.

Flanked by two of the slain Mus-
lim activist’s daughters, civil rights 
attorney Benjamin Crump said on 
Feb. 21 that Malcolm X’s family in-
tends to file a wrongful-death law-
suit for $100 million against a long 
list of agencies including city of 
New York, the state of New York, the 
NYPD, the district attorney’s office, 
the FBI and the CIA.

The announcement comes two 
years after a state judge exonerated 
two of the three men convicted and 
jailed in connection with Malcolm 
X’s 1965 murder.

Last year the city paid $26 mil-
lion and the state paid $10 million 
to Muhammad Aziz, and the family 
of Khalil Islam to settle lawsuits re-
lated to their wrongful convictions.

“The rhetorical question is this: If 
the government compensated the 
two gentlemen that were wrongful-
ly convicted for the assassination of 
Malcolm X with tens of millions of 
dollars, then what is to be the com-
pensation for the daughters who 
suffered the most from the assas-
sination of Malcolm X?” Crump 
asked.

“We intend to have vigorous liti-
gation of this matter, to have discov-
ery, to be able to take depositions of 
the individuals who are still alive, 58 
years later, to make sure that some 
measure of justice can be given to 
Malcolm X’s daughters. The truth 
of what happened and who was in-
volved has always been critical.”

Crump along with Qubilah 
Shabazz and Ilyasah Shabazz, two 
of Malcolm X’s six daughters, made 
the announcement at The Malcolm 
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‘Black history is American history’
In a fiery speech in Florida 
this week, Hakeem Jeffries 

responds to DeSantis’  
stance on the AP  

African American course.

BY DAPHNE TAYLOR 
FLORIDA COURIER

U.S. House Rep. Hakeem Jeffries has made 
history. Black history and otherwise. In No-
vember, he became the first African American 
to lead a major political party in Congress.  

Jeffries was in West Palm Beach on Monday 
night as the guest of honor for his colleague, 

Congresswoman Sheila Cherfilus McCormick, 
who won Florida’s 20th  congressional seat in 
2022. 

At The Ben hotel in West Palm Beach, Mc-
Cormick held her Forward Together awards 
celebration where she honored Black elected 
officials in her district for Black History Month. 
Jeffries was her keynote speaker. 

Jeffries spoke for 20 minutes to a crowd of 
about 200 guests, the room capacity. Securi-
ty was extremely tight since a high-ranking 
Washington D.C. official was present.  

The history maker entered the room to a 
thunderous standing ovation, and he touched 
on hotbed issues such as Governor Ron De-
Santis’ stance on the Advanced Placement 
Black history course. 

“Look at what’s happening right here in 

Florida. We will not let our history be erased!” 
Jeffries told the enthusiastic audience, which 
was about 75 percent Black. “I don’t under-
stand why anyone would want to turn us 
around. Black history is American history!” he 
quipped.

‘We rise up’
 In recent months, DeSantis has become the 

ire of many for his perceived negative stance 
on Black history.  He is feuding with the Col-
lege Board over the African American studies 
course and has threatened to end all AP class-
es in the state. Civil rights attorney Benjamin 
Crump and three students are threatening 
to file a lawsuit against the governor over his 
stance. 
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Actress and comedian Tiffany Haddish add-
ed another feat to her long list of accomplish-
ments on Feb. 19. She was the honorary starter 
at the 65th Daytona 500.

The “Girls Trip’’ star was at the Daytona In-
ternational Speedway in Daytona Beach to 
wave the green flag for the start of what’s called 
the “Great American Race.”

“Tiffany stands among the best in the busi-
ness at entertaining a crowd, and now she is 
joining us on NASCAR’s biggest stage for the 
65th running of the Daytona 500,” Daytona In-
ternational Speedway President Frank Kelle-
her said prior to the race. “The fans are going 

to get a great show as the stars will be shining 
bright both on and off the track on Sunday.”  

Haddish added, “I can’t wait to feel the pow-
er I’ll have with the green flag in hand as I get to 
tell those drivers when they can start the Day-
tona 500.

“Waving the green flag is much like the cur-
tain rising before I perform, and I can’t wait to 
see these drivers put on a show in The Great 
American Race!”   

At the event, Haddish took a bunch of selfies 
with attendees, including members of the U.S. 
Air Force Thunderbirds (right).

Ricky Stenhouse Jr. drove away as the winner 
of the Daytona 500 in his No. 47 JTG-Daugh-
erty Chevrolet. His NASCAR team is co-owned 
by a former Black NBA player, Brad Daugherty.

Haddish helps to rev up Daytona 500

Actress and comedian serves as honorary 
starter for popular racing event
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Members of the media crowd around Tiffany Haddish at the Daytona 500 on Sunday, Feb. 19 in Daytona Beach.

Board 
members of 
the National 

Association of 
Black Journal-
ists and mem-

bers of the 
Tampa Bay 

Association of 
Black Journal-
ists connect at 
7th + Grove in 

Tampa.

National Association of 
Black Journalists leaders 
meet and greet in Tampa

The National Association of Black Jour-
nalists’ board of directors held a meeting in 
Tampa on Saturday, Feb. 19, which included 
discussion about the organization’s nation-
al convention scheduled for Aug. 2-6 in Bir-
mingham, Alabama.

After Saturday’s meeting, board members 
and some members of the Tampa Bay Asso-

ciation of Black Journalists hung out at 7th 
+Grove, a Black-owned Tampa restaurant to 
dine and fellowship.

In attendance were NABJ President Doro-
thy Tucker, Vice President of Broadcast Ken 
Lemon, Secretary Madison Carter, Treasurer 
Walter Randolph, Parliamentarian Sia Nyor-
kor, Executive Director Drew Berry and Re-
gion 4 Director Tre’vell Anderson. 

TBABJ President Alexia McKay, who also 
is on the Florida Courier editorial team, at-
tended as well as Kathy Times, a former NABJ 
president; and Eric Deggans, NPR TV critic 
and a past TBABJ president. Florida Courier 
Publisher Jenise Griffin, a past TBABJ presi-
dent, also sat in on the board meeting. 
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U.S. Rep. Hakeem Jeffries speaks Monday at The Ben 
hotel in West Palm Beach.


