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A Florida attorney’s statistical 
study ranks the most impartial 
felony trial judges in all of the 

state’s 20 judicial circuits.  
The numbers don’t lie. 

BY DAPHNE TAYLOR 
FLORIDA COURIER

Anyone who goes before a trial judge would 
only hope the judge is fair upon sentencing.  
Particularly in a criminal case, people often feel 
fearful and marginalized going into such a per-
ilous situation. 

But now comes a Jacksonville longtime crimi-
nal defense trial lawyer who has ranked judges 
in Florida’s 20 judicial circuits by how fair they 
are. 

How is that done?
Who’s to say which judges are fair versus 

those deemed unfair? Attorney A. Wellington 
“Al” Barlow has an answer. 

Barlow, who is licensed to 
practice law in both Florida and 
Georgia, has 35 years of trial 
court experience. He commis-
sioned a team that objective-
ly looked at scientific data to 
rate Florida’s judges. And while 
some still say there’s no way to 
be objective in this process, Bar-
low and some others say his ap-
proach is concrete and is objec-
tive. 

“‘The Fairest of Them All Award’ is a novel sci-
entific approach to objectively evaluating felony 
court judges in Florida’s 20 state-court judicial 
circuits with respect to impartiality and overall 
fairness in criminal sentencing,” stated Barlow. 

Records searched
He and his team electronically searched a 

proprietary database containing more than 
29,900 sentencing records from the Florida 
Department of Corrections from July 1, 2016 
through June 30, 2020 to compare and con-
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WHO’S THE FAIREST?

DREAMSTIME/TNS

Thousands of state criminal sentencing records were examined to evaluate 
the performance of hundreds of Florida’s circuit court judges.  

Former inmate 
creates organization 
to help wrongly 
convicted  
BLACKNEWS.COM 

A new movement called The Prison Re-
form Project has officially launched to help 
publicize and bring national attention to 
the thousands of innocent Black prisoners 
who have been wrongfully convicted.

According to the U.S. Bureau of Justice 
Statistics, Black men account for about 34% 
of the total male prison population, and 

many of them are in prison 
for petty crimes such as pos-
session of marijuana which 
is now legal in most states.

Research also reveals 
that there is a 52 percent 
chance that a low-income 
Black man has been behind 
bars at one point during his 
life. Even worse, both Black 
men and women are more 

likely to be convicted for a crime that they 
didn’t commit, serve more time in prison, 
and have a much harder time getting back 
on their feet when and if they are released 
back into society.

Push prison reform 
The organization’s founder and director, 

C. Beasley, who was wrongfully convicted 
himself and sentenced to prison for many 
years, says that his goal is to help as many 
inmates as possible to get the fair treatment 
and justice that they deserve.

 He also wants to help newly released 
prisoners who offer suffer from homeless-
ness, joblessness, and mental health issues.

“Now that I myself am out of prison, I 
want to do as much as I possibly can to 
push our prison reform agenda. We are just 
getting started and will soon be rolling out 
a lot of free community services to help this 
cause. Put simply, America’s prison system 
does not rehabilitate people, and has been 
proven to destroy families,’’ Beasley said.

For more details about The Prison Reform 
Project and/or to make a donation, visit Pri-
sonReform.com.

SEVEN FOR SIMONE

The gymnastics great wins  
her seventh national title

JAMES SQUIRE/GETTY IMAGES/TNS 

Simone Biles won her seventh national title at the 2021 U.S. Gymnastics Championship on June 6 at Dickies 
Arena in Fort Worth, Texas. Biles, 24, is the most decorated gymnast ever. Sunisa Lee and Jordan Chiles placed 

second and third. The U.S. Olympic team trials will be held June 24-27 in St. Louis. The summer Tokyo Olympics 
are scheduled to begin in late July.

BY STEVEN LEMONGELLO
ORLANDO SENTINEL/TNS

Gun reform advocates 
vowed action after 49 people 
were killed in the Pulse night-
club shootings in Orlando five 
years ago, but since then state 
and federal leaders have ac-
complished little toward that 
goal.

After years of repeated mass 
shootings, including the third 
in Miami in two weeks on 
June 6, advocates worry the 
country is becoming numb to 
gun violence.

“We’re living now in a cul-
ture that has normalized these 
mass shootings,” said Debbie 
Mucarsel-Powell, a senior ad-
viser to the gun reform group 

called Giffords and a former 
Democratic congresswoman 
from South Florida. 

“We’re living in a culture 
where Americans love their 
guns more than they love their 
community members, their 
neighbors, their friends. And 
unfortunately, many people 
think that this is one more 
incident that’s happening in 
another city, and it doesn’t 
touch you.”

Days after Pulse on June 12, 
2016, Democrats held a sit-in 
on the floor of the U.S. House 
trying to force Republicans to 
vote on gun control. But the 
effort failed, as did Democrat-
ic calls for a special session of 
the Florida Legislature to ad-
dress reforms.

Bills every year
State Rep. Carlos Guillermo 

Smith, D-Orlando, has intro-
duced bills to ban sales of as-
sault-style rifles in Florida ev-
ery year since his election in 
2016. None has come to a vote 
in the GOP-controlled cham-
ber.

“We’ve got problems in Tal-
lahassee because we appear 
to be going in the opposite di-
rection,” Smith said. “We have 
not been given a single hear-
ing by the majority party, even 
if symbolic. They refuse to put 
this issue on the agenda. [But] 
the issue is not going away.”

Just this year, Democrat-
ic bills to require background 
checks for the sale or trans-

fer of ammunition, increasing 
requirements for safe storage 
of firearms, and to allow local 
governments to set their own 
gun laws all failed to come to 
a vote on the floor.

Instead, Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis signed a bill into law pre-
venting local governments 
from regulating guns. A bill al-
lowing guns on properties at 
churches attached to schools 
also passed, though bills in-
troduced by state Rep. Antho-
ny Sabatini, R-Howey-in-the-
Hills, allowing open carrying 
of guns on college campuses 
have died in committee for 
three straight years.

5 years after Pulse shooting, state has seen few gun reforms

See GUNS, Page 2
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