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Molten magic
Artist Steven Feren makes 

whimsical creations 

at 2,000 degrees

NEAL PATTEN
Staff reporter

A life-size moose and a larg-
er-than-life armadillo – when you 
walk into the studio of glassblower 
and sculptural artist Steven Feren 
these are two of the figures that 
greet you.

Feren has been an artist for 
50 years, finding his passion at 
20-years-old in the early 1970s.

“I took a class by chance and 
became really sort of seduced by 
it,” Feren told the Star.

He then went on to study at Day-
ton Art Institute, Alfred Universi-
ty (BFA degree in sculpture) and 
Rutgers University (Master of Fine 
Arts).

After that, the Cleveland native 
found his way to Madison, where 
he spent three decades as an art 
professor and the head of the glass 
department at the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, from 1983-
2013.

While many of his works are 
what one might expect when they 
hear the word “sculpture” – con-
crete renditions of recognizable fig-
ures such as a groundhog or gorilla, 
and some of his glass works imitate 
life, such as glass-blown birds sus-
pended from the ceiling wings out-
stretched as if mid-flight – he’s also 
produced art that’s abstract or imi-
tates life in unsuspected ways.

One of his works looks like 
a group of people sitting pret-
zel-legged on the floor in a medi-
tative or prayerful position, except 
the body parts are replicas of 
matchsticks he made from glass. 
Another work creates a perspective 

Dane County

County extending ‘Farm to Foodbank’ program 
Will add $2.75 million 

through end of the year

To help residents pay 
for increasingly high gro-
cery bills, Dane County is 
giving a five-month, $2.75 
extension to a program to 

stock area food pantries 
with locally grown goods. 

County Executive Joe 
Par i s i  announced  in  a 
news release last week that 
Dane County has agreed to 
a five-month, $2.75 mil-
lion extension with Sec-
ond Harves t  Foodbank 

of Southern Wisconsin to 
ensure food security for 
those struggling to meet 
basic needs, with “record 
high inflation in stores 
and online.” Dane County 
launched its partnership 
with Second Harvest in 
April 2020 to help meet 

emergency  food  needs  
du r ing  the  COVID-19 
pandemic. 

“We are extending our 
pa r tne r sh ip  w i th  Sec -
ond Harvest to keep the 
shelves of food pantries 
well-stocked for vulner-
able residents struggling 

to make ends meet during 
this period of record high 
inflation and support our  
network of local food pro-
ducers through another 
growing season,” Pari-
s i  said.  “The ‘Farm to  
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Above, center: Artist Steven Feren’s studio is located at 2601 Hwy MM. Below, left and right: Some of Feren’s largest 
works include concrete renditions and glass works of animals and other recognizable figures.
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Inspection Service, Septic Pumping, Pipe  

& Tank Locating, Jet-Vac Service, Sewer Cleaning

Serving Dane & Rock Counties Since 1948!
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