
Stories of the Year 2021

Inching closer to normal
2021 saw return of local 

events, in-person school 

that was lost the year before

KIMBERLY WETHAL

Staff reporter

The year 2021 was set up to be one 
of emerging from the COVID-19, as 
the New Year brought hope that vac-
cines would give us a chance at recov-
ery.

And while we’re certainly not out 
of the woods yet – in fact, Dane Coun-
ty recorded its highest-ever one-day 
count of diagnosed COVID-19 cases 
on Tuesday, Jan. 11, with 2,127 cases, 
a record that’s likely to be broken from 
the time the ink dries on the newspaper 
page to the day the paper gets stuffed 
in your mailbox – much of the things 
we learned to live without in 2020 
have re-emerged in 2021. In-person 
school has returned, as have communi-
ty events and sporting events.

And vaccines, by and large, have 
prevented most people who’ve 
received them from becoming severely 
sick and in need of additional medical 
care.

That’s why the COVID-19 pandem-
ic is our No. 1 story again this year, just 
like it was for our Stories of the Year 
2020. But with over 72.7% of Fitch-
burg having been inoculated with at 
least one dose of a COVID-19 vaccine 
as of Friday, Jan. 7, we’re thankfully 
able to take a different tone this year. 

The COVID-19 pandemic directly 
affected stories No. 2 and 3 this year 
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Center, kindergartener Isaiah Miles is walked to the front door by his parents on the first of school on Wednesday, 
Sept. 1, at Stoner Prairie Elementary School. 
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Spring election

Few contested races this spring
Voters will see one contested 

race in city, each school district

KIMBERLY WETHAL

Staff reporter

Voters can expect to see only a few 
contested races on their ballots this 
spring.

While most everyone in the city 
will have a contested local race to 
vote for, they’re spread out enough 
across the city where most voters 
will have only one or two to vote for 
at most. Some voters in District 1 
will have two contested races, with it 

being the only aldermanic district to 
have more than one person vying for 
the role, as well as contested races for 
both Verona Area and Madison Met-
ropolitan school board seats.

And while the Dane County Board 
of Supervisors’s District 27 race 
looked to be contested, which cov-
ers the northern portion of Fitchburg, 
that’s no longer a two-person race, as 
incumbent Dorothy Krause has since 
dropped out of the race. She initially 
filed paperwork in early December, 
but had told the Star that she wasn’t 
sure she would go through with it.

The spring election will be held 
on Tuesday, April 5, 2022. A primary 

election in February won’t be needed 
for any Fitchburg-area races, as there 
are no seats with more than two peo-
ple running for them. Prospective can-
didates had to turn in their nomination 
papers by 5 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 4, to be 
placed on the ballot. 

City of Fitchburg

All incumbents are running for 
another term, with only one person fil-
ing to challenge in April.

District 1 will have a show-down 
between incumbent Ald. Joe Mal-
donado, a community youth devel-
opment program coordinator for 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, 
Division of Extension, and Mark Fair-
child, a musician and percussionist 
who has served on the Make Music 
Madison board and played with mul-
tiple bands. Maldonado will be seek-
ing his second term on the Common 
Council, and Fairchild is a newcom-
er to the council, having no previous 
political experience within the city.

For the other districts, all incum-
bents have filed to run again, and will 
do so unopposed. All three – Alds. 
Gabriella Gerhardt (Dist. 2), Shannon 
Strassman (D-3) and Randy Udell 

 January 14, 2022   •   Vol. 8, No. 11   •   Fitchburg, WI   •   FitchburgStar.com  •   $1

Corre La Voz

Serving Dane & Rock Counties Since 1948!
Terra Herale Owner 608-256-5189

ANY DRAIN - ANY TIME
Start the New Year with a New JOB!  Now hiring-Paid Training

Residential • Commercial • Industrial • Municipal

Inspection Service, Septic Pumping, Pipe 
& Tank Locating, Jet-Vac Service, Sewer Cleaning
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