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Warm Halloween night  

a delight for frights

A brisk but clear Sunday 
evening made for an enjoy-
able night to trick or treat on 
Halloween.

Community members took 
to the streets to show off 
their costumery and collect 
sweets.

Everything from fair-
ies and foxes to angels and 
aliens commingled as kids 
and parents made their ways 
up driveways and sidewalks.

Some homeowners greeted 
trick-or-treaters at the door 
in the traditional way, while 
other more COVID-concious 
residences left buckets of 
candy outside on tables.

Two neighbors at  one 
house even offered a wel-
coming bonfire where the 
youths got candy bars, while 
the adults walked away with 
craft beers. 

Police officers were on 
patrol in neighborhoods 
passing out some reflective 
gear donated by Safe Kids 
Madison Area/UW Health.

— Neal Patten

City of Fitchburg

New chief  
sets goals for 
department
Morales sets sights on 

community policing, 

stopping gun violence

KATE MORTON

Star Correspondent

Addressing recent spikes 
in gun violence and auto theft 
in Fitchburg is among the 
early goals Alfonso Morales 
has for the start of his tenure 
as Fitchburg’s chief of police.

Morales, the former chief 
in Milwaukee, started in 

this position 
Oct. 15 and 
spoke with 
the  F i t ch -
burg Star on 
Oct. 28. That 
early on, he 
said, he was 
still focused 

o n  l e a r n i n g 
about the Fitch-

burg community and planned 
to identify other goals and 

how best to address recurring 
problems.

Mora les  emerged  as 
the top candidate for the 
high-profile position in this 
city of 30,000 people after 
a five-month search. But it 
came with some controversy, 
and the city’s Police and Fire 
Commission split on the vote 
3-2 over the other finalist, Vic 
Siebnick, a command staff 
captain for Salt Lake City.

Morales served in an even 
more high-profile position as 
Milwaukee’s chief of police 
from 2019 until 2021, when 
he demoted to the rank of 
captain by that city’s Police 
and Fire Commission — a 
move that a court later deter-
mined to be illegal. Still, the 
commission had expressed 
dissatisfaction with Morales’ 
performance, partly over the 
use of pepper spray and tear 
gas during the summer 2020 
demonstrations that followed 
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City of Fitchburg

Budget affords 
more staffing
Council delays park 

project by a few months

KIMBERLY WETHAL

Staff reporter

What started as a battle of 
priorities between City of 
Fitchburg District 2 alders 
as  they defended their 
changes to the proposed 
city operating budget ended 
up getting them both what 
they wanted.

The Common Council 
approved a $24 million 
operating budget for 2022 
during its Tuesday, Nov. 9, 
meeting, after some tense 

moments as Alds. Julia 
Arata-Fratta and Gabriella 
Gerhardt (Dist. 2) repeated-
ly urged their fellow alders 
to consider the two dozen 
amendments they’d sug-
gested. 

Much of Arata-Fratta’s 
larger items included add-
ing in personnel for the fire 
department, such as reclas-
sifying three firefighters 
to become lieutenants and 
adding a daytime firefight-
er. Gerhardt’s amendments 
were focused on environ-
mental projects, includ-
ing spending $25,000 on 
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Madison, WI 53715 
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SUMMER AVAILABILITY!

608.243.8800

Resident Assistants/CNAs

Apply today at allsaintsneighborhood.org/apply!

Earn up to $22/hour!
Including shift differentials

Morales

On Halloween there are no rules, Hogwarts students, an 
extraterrestrial and a cheetah can all band together.

Photos by Neal Patten

One dad pushed a stroller dressed as Pennywise the Clown from the horror movie, “It.”

Spooky Sunday

Buzz Lightyear in the arms of alien dad.


