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Kids Building WI returns to McKee Farms Park

KIMBERLY WETHAL

News editor

The sound of power tools and hammers filled McK-
ee Farms Park on Saturday, Sept. 11, at Kids Building 
WI returned after a year off due to the pandemic.

The annual event featured multiple aspects of the 
skilled trades industry, including construction com-
panies, utility suppliers such as plumbers and electri-
cal workers and heavy machinery. Sprinkled through 
McKee Farms Park, children and their families could 
dabble in many aspects of the skilled trades, includ-
ing watching fires being extinguished, sitting in 

excavators and trucks and building simple toolboxes.
Kids Building WI is typically held in May each 

year, but was canceled in 2020 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and postponed from earlier this year due 
to gathering limits set by the county’s health depart-
ment.
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City hires Morales as chief
Commission approves former 

Milwaukee police chief, 3-2

KATE MORTON

Star Correspondent

The police and fire commission 
chose former Milwaukee police 
chief Alfonso Morales as police 
chief on Monday, Sept. 27 after 
multiple delays to devote more 
time for community feedback and 
additional background checks.

After nearly two hours of delib-
eration, the commission approved 

the hire with a vote 
of three yeses and 
two nos. Only three 
yeses were needed 
to pass the motion.

Morales will offi-
cially start on as 
police chief after 
drug, physical and 

psychological testing. 
The Common Council, while 

welcome to participate in the public 

processes for the police chief hir-
ing, has no jurisdiction over the 
hiring decisions for the new police 
chief; all personnel-related deci-
sions for the police and fire depart-
ments are solely the responsibility 
of the Commission.

“We had very qualified candi-
dates and I think that it was a dif-
ficult decision to come across. 
Everybody struggled with it, but I 
think that we could have succeeded 
either way,” commission president 
Jeff Standiford said. 

He also mentioned the helpful-
ness of community feedback in the 
decision, and voiced appreciation 
for police and government partici-
pation.  

T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  s e l e c t e d 
Morales — a retired police chief 
who recently settled with the City 
of Milwaukee for $627,000 in a 
wrongful termination suit — and 
Vic Siebeneck, a command staff 
captain for Salt Lake City, as its 
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Several staff positions added to 

service future town residents

KIMBERLY WETHAL

News editor

A two-decade year old Town of 
Madison dissolution agreement is the 
driving force behind Mayor Aaron 
Richardson’s proposed 2022 City of 
Fitchburg operating budget.

The $24.4 million draft, released 
Monday, Sept. 27, adds 15 new or 
reclassified staff positions – includ-
ing two new police officers, a clerical 
floater and a social worker – to pro-
vide the same level of city services to 
the 1,500 new residents who will join 
the city as of October 30, 2022, when 
the Town of Madison ceases to exist.  

Alders will spend the next several 
weeks going through the budget doc-
uments in committees before holding 
a public hearing in November. 

The increase in staffing would be 
a significant change from Richard-
son’s two prior budgets, in which he 
only granted a fraction of new staff 
requests in favor of paying off capital 
project-related debts.

Many of the new staff positions 
needed to accommodate the annex-
ation will be hired before the city 
can collect a dime from its tax levy. 
In order to pay for those staff posi-
tions, Richardson wrote in a letter 
at the beginning of the budget docu-
ment, the city will use both the future 
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Back for the build

Photo by Kimberly Wethal

RJ Hanson, 6, hammers two pieces of wood together at the Home Depot tent with the help of his father 
Richard during the annual Kids Building Wisconsin event on Saturday, Sept. 11, at McKee Farms Park. Kids 
Building Wisconsin seeks to introduce kids to workers such as construction companies, plumbers and heavy 
machinery operators so they can learn more about the skilled trades while having fun.
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