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INSIDE THIS WEEK WEATHER
 H L  P
Tues., March 7 70 45  --
Wed., March 8 72 47  --
Thurs., March 9 69 48  --
Fri., March 10 76 57  --
Sat., March 11 73 50  --
Sun., March 12 76 51  --
Mon., March 13 75 50   --
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TIMES
THE FOUNTAIN HILLS

Repairs: 
Community Center work 
yields positive results.

See Page 3A

Essays: 
Contest winners named, 

top entry shared.
See Page 12A For weather updates 

and forecasts go to 
fhtimes.com

Times photo by Ryan Winslett

(cont. on page 9A)

(cont. on page 9A)

(cont. on page 7A)

(cont. on page 7A)

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS ... SHOP & DINE LOCAL

Oktoberfest: 
Chamber announces new 
schedule for local event.

See Page 11A

VAL Art Show set

By Bob Burns
Times Reporter

By Bob Burns
Times Reporter

By George Zeliff
Times Reporter

More MONEY 
for 

your Home 

Less than 3% commission (total!) for homes listed over $300k  

Full Service "Flat Fee" Home Selling Method
Call 480-226-7373 or visit www.FlatFeeAZ.com

and a lot LESS COMMISSION!

 The Verdes Art League 
Spring Art Show & Sale 
will be held from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday, March 
18, in the Rio Verde Com-
munity Center. 
 The Show will feature 
the work of 25 Verde art-
ists, many of whom have 
won awards locally and 
nationally for their crea-
tivity. A variety of media 
will be presented, includ-

ing jewelry, paintings, 
textiles, photography, 
greeting cards, decorative 
gourds, wood carving, ce-
ramics, leatherwork and 
glass. 
 In addition, there will 
be a silent auction of 
works donated by many 
of the participating art-
ists. Come and enjoy 
a fun day. Everyone is 
welcome.

$33 million
Projected budget presented

Update on MCSO contract

Kite Festival Saturday

Shamrocks and smiles
Kylee Sweisberger was all smiles after having her face painted at Irish Fountain Fest, 
hosted out of Fountain Park on Saturday, March 11. Sweisberger and her family were 
visiting the early Saint Patrick’s Day celebration from Kansas, joining an ocean of 
emerald-clad visitors to enjoy food, drink, music and, of course, the greening of the 
Fountain. For additional photos, see page 10A and the online gallery at fhtimes.com.

FHHS

Field project authorized

 The Pakistan Informa-
tion and Cultural Organi-
zation (PICO) will hold 
its annual kite festival in 
Fountain Park this Satur-
day, March 18, from 11 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
 Kite Flying is celebrated 
in many Asian countries to 
celebrate arrival of spring-
time. Kites are sold at the 
festival for $5 to $7.  Peo-

ple are welcome to bring 
their own kites. Many of 
the kites flown in previous 
years were large custom-
made kites. 
 Organizers said Foun-
tain Park provides the 
right wind conditions for 
an amazing kite flying ex-
perience.  
 In addition, there will 
be live music, food, henna 

tattoos and the star of the 
festival – hundreds of fly-
ing kites. There will also be 
live demonstrations of kite 
fights at 12 and 2 p.m.
 Nearly 2,000 people 
have attended the festival 
in Fountain Park in previ-
ous years.
 Visit pakistaninforma-
tion.org for additional de-
tails.

The Pakistan Information and Cultural Organization (PICO) holds its annual Kite 
Festival in Fountain Park.

 The Town of Fountain 
Hills’ law enforcement con-
tract with the Maricopa 
County Sheriff ’s Office 
(MCSO) expires at the end 
of the current fiscal year 
(June 30), so officials have 
been working toward a new 
intergovernmental agree-
ment (IGA) for services. 
Town Council received an 
update on the progress of 
discussions at its Feb. 28 
planning retreat.
 Some council members 
believe the Town has over-

paid the county for serv-
ices that were not received 
primarily due to person-
nel shortages. They want 
that issue resolved with 
compensation before go-
ing forward with a new 
agreement. This was an 
issue that former Council-
man David Spelich raised 
concerns about numerous 
times during his council 
term. Spelich is a former 
Chicago Police officer and 
still works in law enforce-
ment.
 Town Manager Grady 
Miller told the council 
that the county disagrees 

with the assessment that 
services covered under 
the existing contract were 
not provided. He said 
the Town might consider 
being more specific in 
personnel and services 
expected in a new agree-
ment where annual re-
view could result in some 
reimbursement.
 C o u n c i l m a n  G e r r y 
Friedel said he respects 
the judgement of Spelich 
and asked for a legal con-
sultation during a closed 
executive session to discuss 

 The Town Council got 
its first look at the pro-
jected budget numbers for 
the 2023/2024 Fiscal Year 
when it held its annual 
retreat on Tuesday, Feb. 28.
 Finance Director Dav-
id Pock presented a plan 
that totals $33,033,100 in 
base expenditures over all 
funds. This includes $19.2 
million in General Fund 
expenditures.
 Pock had revenue fore-
casts totaling $42.3 million 

for the next fiscal year. 
All of these numbers are 
reductions over the cur-
rent fiscal year. Pock said 
he is taking an especially 
conservative approach in 
his budget forecasts for 
the coming year due to 
economic uncertainties.
 Contract services ac-
count for nearly $10.4 mil-
lion of the General Fund 
budget. This includes the 
public safety agreements 
with Maricopa County 
Sheriffs Office for law en-
forcement and Rural/Metro 
Corp. for fire and emer-

gency medical.
 Although a transfer of 
the Rural/Metro agreement 
to an in-house fire depart-
ment is expected at the 
middle of the upcoming fis-
cal year, it is not expected 
to have an impact on the 
balance of the numbers.
 Payroll and benefits 
are in the budget for 
$5,756,100, which is un-
changed from the budget 
for the current fiscal year.
 The projected Streets 
Fund expenses total $5.9 

Time for Fountain Hills Day
 The Fountain Hills 
Chamber of Commerce is 
bringing Fountain Hills 
Day, presented by The 
Linkous Group, Ltd., to the 
Avenue of the Fountains 
to celebrate and bring to-
gether all that is Fountain 
Hills with local businesses, 

clubs and organizations to 
showcase what the com-
munity has to offer.
 Fountain Hills Day is 
this Saturday, March 18, 
along Avenue of the Foun-
tain from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
 There will be multiple 
expos and events with-

in this event including a 
Health and Wellness Expo, 
Home and Garden Expo, 
Wild About Pets Expo, 
Have Faith Expo, Philan-
thropy in the Hills, and 
the Kids’ Zone. Another 

 The Fountain Hills Uni-
fied School District Gov-
erning Board authorized 
Superintendent Dr. Cain 
Jagodzinski to move for-
ward with the plan to re-
place the high school field 
at the last Board meeting 
on Wednesday, March 8. 
 Jagodzinski  recom-

mended AstroTurf for 
the project, and he pro-
vided the Board pricing 
from three other compa-
nies: Hellas Construc-
tion, FieldTurf and Shaw 
Sports Turf. All three 
companies would have 
charged over $600,000 for 
the project while AstroTurf 
will honor a past warranty 
agreement and charge 
$525,000. 

 At the last Board meet-
ing, members authorized 
Jagodzinski to finalize a 
potential agreement with 
AstroTurf. Jagodzinski 
negotiated a new 10-year 
warranty agreement, as 
well as a 10-year annual 
Rhino maintenance pack-
age, and he brought the 
agreements back to the 


