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The singing group the Troubadors entertained 
the Fourth of July crowd that gathered in 1974.

 Just a week after the opening of the 
community’s first supermarket, Ba-
shas’, The Times made its weekly debut 
on June 27, 1974.
 Only a month later, the paper got a 
chance to cover its first big event – a 
violent thunderstorm that toppled walls 
and winds that were estimated at 70 
miles per hour.   
 Another first in Fountain Hills in 
1974 was the first phone book. Local 
businessmen Jack Gridley and Larry 
Ryerson published the book, titled the 
Fountain Connection.
 The first Chamber of Commerce 
board was elected in 1974. The inaugu-
ral members were: Mike Mayper, Larry 
Ryerson, Cherie Forsmark and Chuck 
Uhlig.
 Development – both commercial and 
residential – continued at a break neck 
pace in Fountain Hills. In August it 
was announced that Vista Plaza would 
be completed by September.  Also in 
August, two doctors, Dr. William Hig-
gins and Dr. Timm McCarthy, opened 
the Fountain Hills Medical Center on 
Colony Dr. The next month a $750,000 
road bond was passed. It was the larg-
est road bond to date.
 Unions normally aren’t heard of 
much in Arizona but it was a different 
story in Fountain Hills in 1974. When 
the International Brotherhood of Elec-
trical Workers struck against Rainbow 
Electric in September, they set up a 
picket line at Shea and Saguaro Blvds., 
effectively shutting down deliveries to 
the town.
 It took some tricky work of establish-

ing the Fountain Hills Blvd. entrance as 
a way in for Rainbow workers in order 
to shift the picket line and allow other 
construction workers and supplies 
through on Saguaro.   
 It wasn’t just people who found 
Fountain Hills exciting in 1974. In 
November, hungry cows converged 
on Fountain Hills, munching on the 
green grass in many residents yards. 
One house in particular, Bob Ryan’s on 
San Carlos Dr., seemed to be a popular 
destination according to a neighbor of 
Ryan’s. “When the cows get closer to 
Bob’s house, they seem to pick up their 
pace,” the unidentified neighbor said. 
 The Fountain Hills Golf Course (now 
Desert Canyon) celebrated its first year 
of existence in December 1974. With 
the celebration came news that greens 
fees would be raised from $4 to $6 for 
18 holes of golf.  

Despite the fact that people took to Fountain 
Lake in the summer heat, the same rule 
applied then as it does now – no swimming.
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TIMES
THE FOUNTAIN HILLS It’s our 45th anniversary

 The Fountain Hills 
Times is celebrating 
its 45th anniversary 
this week. This spe-
cial keepsake edition 
includes all sorts of 
tidbits and insider in-
formation about the 
operation of your home-
town’s award-winning 
weekly newspaper. 

 There is information 
covering The Times’ his-
tory, its staff and there is 
a review of its very first 
edition. 
 Below, you will see 
a box containing news 
and photos from 1974. 
Beginning on Page 9C, 
you will see a continu-
ation of these annual 

reviews of town events 
up to the present.
 Additional coverage 
discusses advertising, 
technology and the 
numerous awards the 
newspaper and its staff 
have received.
 We hope you enjoy 
reading our 45th anni-
versary special section.

Our first edition 
June 27, 1974

Celebrating 45 years of hometown news

(cont. on page 8C)

Chronicling the history 
of a growing community
 The 45th anniversary 
of The Times is being cel-
ebrated this week, and 
this special section com-
memorates the growth of 
the community and this 
newspaper.
 In the last five years 
since observing our 40th 
anniversary, The Times 
has witnessed the transfer 
of leadership from L. Alan 
Cruikshank to his son, 
Brent, on Jan. 1, 2018.
 Brent brings fresh ideas 
on strengthening the news-
paper’s online, advertising, 
video and social media 
presence. 

 While Brent assumed 
new responsibilities, he 
continues his role as an 
advertising sales represen-
tative.
 Alan wrote in a column 
before stepping down that 
he never wanted to retire. 
He said he faced the reality 
after a rough 2016 because 
of health issues. Although 
officially retired, he can 
frequently be found in the 
office proofing copy or sug-
gesting ideas for stories.
 The Times’ first edition 
hit the newsstands on June 

27, 1974 as a 16-page tab-
loid.
 Many issues in the early 
years contained as few as 
eight to 12 pages. In that 
first year, there were ap-
proximately 400 subscrib-
ers, and newsstand sales 
totaled 100 to 150 copies 
per week. The newsstand 
price was 15 cents.
 The community’s weekly 
newspaper has mirrored 
the community’s growth. 
Its circulation growth has 
paralleled surges in resi-
dential population with the 
biggest increase occurring 
in the mid-1980s when the 
town’s population doubled 
in a three-year period.
 The newspaper’s circula-
tion difference has varied 
on average between 300 
and 400 copies between 
the winter and summer 
months, with the primary 
difference being newsstand 
sales.
 The Times’ print circula-
tion today is approximately 
4,200. There are some 250 
subscribers who receive the 
online version. The online 
edition carries the same 
page content as the printed 
version.
 Newsstand sales account 
for 1,000 copies weekly. The 
remainder of the circula-
tion is to subscribers in 
Fountain Hills, the Verdes 
and other communities 
throughout the state and 
country.

Broadsheet
 In 1980, The Times 
went to the broadsheet or 
“metro” size format. The 
following year, the com-
munity was in the midst 
of the woes of a recession. 

Building had considerably 
slowed, businesses were 
suffering and thus the ad-
vertising revenues dropped 
sharply.
 The Times’ future was 
in question in 1981. The 
newspaper was creating 
a financial drain on the 
operation of its parent 
company, Western States 
Publishers, Inc. 
 The company took on 
contract work producing 
publications for a variety of 
firms across the country in 
those days and a telephone 
directory.
 “We considered shutting 
down The Times in 1981 
after seven years of losses,” 
said former Publisher Alan 

Cruikshank.
 “It was nothing that I 
wanted, because The Times 
was my ‘baby.’ But we were 
facing the economic reality 
that it was a loser, and the 
rest of our operation was 
doing fine.”
 Obviously, steps were 
taken to help The Times 
survive. The staff was re-
duced, other cost-saving 
measures were implement-
ed and the newspaper op-
eration recorded its first 
profit in 1982. 
 It has continued to grow 
each year. What was once 
a phone directory has been 
revised into a Residential 
& Business Directory. 
 A worship directory de-

tailing information about 
churches in Fountain Hills 
and Rio Verde is a popular 
new publication.
 It joined the Community 
Guide containing visitor, 
newcomer and residen-
tial information, Dining 
& Events Guide, Home 
Guide for Fountain Hills 
and Northeast Scottsdale.

Staff size
 Today, The Times has 18 
full-time and part-time em-
ployees, including carriers 
who deliver the newspaper 
on Wednesdays.
 The Times was founded 
by Arthur S. Hewitt, Rob-
ert Lightfoot and L. Alan 
Cruikshank.

 Hewitt was the primary 
owner. A longtime newspa-
per man with experience 
with United Press Inter-
national and Hearst News-
papers, he was managing 
editor of the Los Angeles 
Herald-Examiner in the 
early 1960s. He later be-
came president of LPE 
Advertising, which was 
the in-house advertising 
agency for original commu-
nity developer McCulloch 
Properties, Inc.
 He retired from LPE 
Advertising in 1981 and 
guided The Times’ manage-
ment for many years until 
his death in 1989.

(cont. on page 8C)

Hot off the presses
First issue debuted June 27, 1974

“The Fountain 

Hills Times is 

here to serve 

the people of 

Fountain Hills 

and hopefully 

make it a better 

place in which to 

reside.”

Brent Cruikshank
Publisher

 Forty-five years of pub-
lishing Fountain Hills’ 
hometown weekly news-
paper began with our June 
27, 1974 issue.
 The first edition of The 
Times of Fountain Hills, 
as it was called then, fea-
tured a mainline story 
that announced the start 
of a community campaign 
to raise $10,000 to provide 
recreational equipment 
and facilities at the then-
proposed new elementary 
school in Fountain Hills.
 I t  t ook  vo lunteers 
months to reach the goal 
and the funds were even-
tually spent to construct 
a cement multi-purpose 
court, remnants of which 
still exist today adjacent 

to the currently shuttered 
Four Peaks Elementary 
School.
 Fundraising has come a 
long way since then in the 
community. There are nu-
merous fund-raising efforts 
in town today supporting 
a wide array of causes and 
facilities from the Boys & 
Girls Club to youth sports, 
service clubs, public art, 
Sister Cities and more.
 Our first issue in 1974 
included some hints that 
Fountain Hills was just 
starting to grow, such as 
a front page item in a box 
advising residents to leave 
their home and business 
lights on during the Fourth 
of July celebration here.
 The “lights-on” cam-

paign (this was before the 
energy crunch) was to show 
the expected 50,000 visi-
tors on Independence Day 
how many homes and busi-
nesses there were in the 
community.
 On the front of our de-
but issue was a photo of a 
local Rural/Metro fireman 
fighting a brush fire. Our 
very first “Classified Want 
Ads” section was a modest 
one column wide by seven 
inches deep. 
 The back page of our 
first issue was a full-page 
ad from the Valley National 
Bank, now called Chase.
 The first Times also 
introduced Editor Alan 
Cruikshank and Assistant 
Editor Rick Snedeker.
 Here are some other “Do 
you remember?” tidbits 
from the first issue:
 *Don’s Pharmacy opened 
June 19, 1974 at La Mon-
tana Shopping Center, 
owned by Don Klepach. 
Jerry Comeau acquired 
the business a year later, 
and Jerry’s United Drug 
Pharmacy operated there 
for many years.
 *Bashas’ supermarket 
opened a 10,000-square-
foot store on June 18, 1974 
at La Montana Shopping 
Center, managed by Dean 
Seaman. About six months 
later, Leonard Borsuk be-
came the store manager 
and he oversaw the store’s 
operations for the next 25 
years until his retirement. 
The supermarket opened 
a large 36,000-square-foot 
store in Fountain Hills 
Plaza in 1986. The store 
was closed in mid-2008 
for remodeling. Bashas’ 
opened its new state-of-
the-art supermarket in 
April of 2009. Paul’s True 
Value Hardware moved 
from its original location on 

From left, Times staff includes Barb Charzuk, Joey Postiglione, John Gibson, Brent Cruikshank, Ryan Winslett, 
Tammie Ott, Duke Kirkendoll, Kip Kirkendoll, Bob Burns, Amy Sanders and Linda McThrall.


