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that aren’t “derived from harvested 
production of livestock or poultry.”

With some analysts projecting 
lab-grown “meat” will be a $5.2 
billion global business by 2020, cat-
tlemen need to pay attention to the 
plight of the dairy industry. It’s time 
to legally define what can be called 
beef. NCBA president Kevin Kester 
said, “It is critical that the federal 
government step up to the plate and 
enforce fair and accurate labeling 
for fake meat. As long as we have a 
level playing field, our product will 
continue to be the leading protein 
choice for families…” 

NCBA is requesting that the 
USDA (specifically the Food Safe-
ty Inspection Service or FSIS) 
be given jurisdiction over foods 
consisting of, or produced from 
cell cultures or tissue. Routing 
jurisdiction through the FSIS will 
provide greater protection against 
false and misleading marketing 
claims through questionable label-
ing, NCBA says.

But right now, another govern-
mental agency is staking claim 
to regulating fake meat. Can you 
guess which one? The same one 
who hasn’t been enforcing accurate 
milk labeling for the last several 
years – the FDA.� FL

I’ve never milked an almond.
And I bet you haven’t either. 

That’s part of the argument the 
dairy industry is using to rein in 
what is called milk. Dairymen  
aren’t asking for a new rule so that 
items like soy milk would lose  
its “milk” name. Instead  
they are asking the FDA to 
enforce a regulation already 
on the books.

The FDA’s current stan-
dard of identity talks about 
milk being a product of a 
lactating animal. However 
in recent years, soy milk, al-
mond milk and other white 
beverages have taken hold 
with consumers who see these 
products as a healthy version  
of what Elsie has been producing 
for decades. 

This battle for the dairy indus-
try is nothing new. It has lodged 
complaints for years about labeling 
violations of products called “milk,” 
much to the yawn of the FDA. So 
when the FDA Commissioner Scott 
Gottlieb said in late July that his 
agency will soon begin enforcing 
standards of identity for milk, dairy 
farms across the nation uttered a 
big “finally” in unison.

It sounds as though the FDA 
has come around to enforcing 
their own rules, but truth be told 
it will take some time. The agency 
held a hearing in late July to get 
public input on enforcing existing 
regulations, so don’t expect the al-
mond milk commercials to change 
anytime soon.

But why should any of this make 
a difference to beef producers? 

It’s all about labeling. Lab grown 
“meat” products are rapidly catch-
ing the attention of consumers, and 
meat groups (think beef groups) 
are concerned the term “meat” 
might go the way “milk” has for 
the last several years. Outgoing 
Missouri governor Eric Greitens 
recently signed a measure prohib-
iting companies in the state from 
misrepresenting products as meat 

Fair Labeling
BY JILL J. DUNKELEDITOR’S DESK
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corn grain, and call a veterinarian 
immediately. Green chop may be 
a potential alternative for feeding 
some drought stressed corn, but 
one should do so with care. 

Feeding as corn silage
This method is the most widely 

preferred as the ensiling process 
reduces nitrate levels by as much 
as 1/2 to 1/3 as the gas escapes as 
nitrous oxide compounds from 
the pile. Moisture LEVEL is key as 
excess can lead to poor fermenta-
tion or reduced feed value. Proper 
moisture is 65% with a range of 
62-68% moisture. Delay harvest as 
long as there is some green in leaf 
and stalk tissue. Proper ensiling 
technique is key to success. Be-
low are a few articles on properly 
ensiling corn silage. Keys to suc-
cessful ensiling and feedout can 
be found in the BeefWatch article 
“Silage Considerations” (https://
go.unl.edu/7jit). It is also a good 
idea to test the silage before using 
in a ration for moisture, crude 
protein, TDN and Nitrate content 
to allow for proper formulation in 
a ration. Tips for obtaining a good 
sample are provided in the Neb-
Guide http://extensionpublications.
unl.edu/assets/html/g331/build/ 

The game of “what-if” can be 
tricky. What if the corn crop be-
comes drought damaged this year? 
Am I prepared to utilize this forage? 
Drought-stressed corn will start to 
wilt and roll its leaves. If drought 
occurs for four days during the 
silking and pollination period— 
the early reproductive stages of 
the corn plant—as much as 40-50% 
drop in yield can occur. Cattle pro-
ducers looking to make use of the 
drought-stressed corn may harvest 
it for forage but it should be done 
with a few considerations. 

Chemical labels
If harvesting corn as forage or 

grazing directly, check the chemical 
and pesticide labels applied to crops 
to ensure that the crop is cleared for 
forage and minimum pre-harvest 
interval (PHI) has been met.

Nitrate poisoning potential
Drought conditions can prevent 

normal plant growth, thereby high-
er levels of nitrates can accumulate 
in the corn stalk. Livestock do 
convert nitrate to other nitrogen 
compounds in the rumen, but it is 
the amount consumed and time it 
took to consume the forage that be-
comes the issue. Feedstuffs testing 
high in nitrates can be used as part 

of the ration if they are diluted with 
lower nitrate feeds. Talk with an 
extension educator or nutritionist 
about what could be blended and 
what ration could be balanced.

When harvesting drought-stressed 
corn as forage, options include:

Feeding green
Green chop is chopping corn 

and feeding it fresh instead of first 
letting it go through an ensiling 
process. Nitrates accumulate in the 
lower 8-12 inches of the standing 
cornstalk in drought challenged 
corn. Setting the cutter bar higher 
and chopping the corn for green 
chop may lower the amount of 
nitrate fed. If feeding green chop, 
feed immediately after harvest 
and only feed the amount that 
the animals will consume in two 
hours. If green chop is left in the 
bunk or on the wagon, it can heat 
up and nitrate will be converted 
to nitrite. Nitrite is TEN TIMES 
as toxic as nitrate when fed to 
animals. Therefore, it is better to 
feed green chop 2-3 times a day to 
ensure that it is cleaned up quickly 
and not left sitting. If nitrate poi-
soning is suspected, remove the 
contaminated feed from the diet, 
provide a high energy feed such as 

FEEDLOT FOCUS BY KRISTEN ULMER, NEBRASKA EXTENSION EDUCATOR  
AND MARY DREWNOSKI, UNL BEEF SYSTEMS SPECIALIST



Cornstalks CAREFULLY” (https://
go.unl.edu/m29r) for more infor-
mation on grazing. 

Options exist for utilizing 
drought stressed corn, but one must 
look at his/her scenario to deter-
mine which situation would work 
well with the risk taken. Drought-
stressed corn can be utilized in sev-
eral ways with careful management 
and care in feeding.� FL

g331.htm. YouTube videos from the 
Silage for Beef Cattle Conference 
(https://go.unl.edu/jjoe) will pro-
vide more in depth information on 
producing and using corn silage in 
cattle rations .

Baling corn stover for dry feed
If corn grain is minimal on 

drought-stressed plants and silage 
is not an option, baling the corn 
stover for feed is a final opportu-
nity. Cut the stover at 8-10 inches 
above the ground when a little 
green tissue is present and allow 
to dry down to stover for baling. 
Nitrates still exist in the corn stover 
and do not decline as it does in the 
ensiling process, so caution should 
be used when feeding. Sending in a 
sample prior to harvest will allow 
an initial look at nitrate levels. If 
nitrate test comes back high and 
at a dangerous level, cut the plants 
higher, 8-12 inches off the ground.

Grazing drought-stressed ears
If mechanical harvest is not 

planned, one can graze the drought-
stressed corn standing in the field. 
Caution should be made in turning 
cows out to unlimited access of the 
field. Seasoned cows will seek out 
the corn ears before forage, mean-
ing the cow will have a high grain 
diet and an increased risk of aci-
dosis. Ensure that cattle are accli-
mated by increasing the amount of 
grain consumed over a week. Cows 
should not be turned out hungry on 
drought-stressed corn but rather 
fill them up on low nitrate forage 
beforehand. Consider also feeding 
high quality hay as a supplement 
and then moving to the corn field 
for a period of time during the day. 

Cross fencing and strip grazing 
areas will help to limit intake and 
reduce trampling while turned out 
on drought-stressed corn. Recall 
nitrates are an issue with higher 
concentrations noted as you move 
from top to bottom of the plant. Do 
not force cattle to eat lower portion 
of stalk as that is where highest 
concentration of nitrates exist. See 
the article “Graze Drought Stressed 
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inspection that draws on the sci-
entific expertise of USDA’s Food 
Safety Inspection Service provides 
the most stringent oversight of any 
perishable meat food product.

“Critical food safety oversight ob-
jectives can only be accomplished 
if USDA complies with the law and 
asserts jurisdiction over cultured 
meat food products,” Beck added.

Many promoters of lab-grown 
fake meat have claimed that USDA 
oversight of lab-grown fake meat is 
unnecessary because animals are 
not being harvested. In fact, USDA 
inspection is required for all federal 
meat plants, whether harvesting 
occurs or not. USDA inspectors 
provide daily oversight in facilities 
where meat is processed into prod-
ucts such as ground beef, hot dogs 
or deli meats.

There are many varied interests 
in regulating this technology, how-
ever at the hearing animal activist 
groups and technology groups 
were given equal amount of time 
to comment on lab-grown protein. 

There is a push in the Trump 
administration, according to Beck, 
that would move all food regulation 
to the USDA, and refocus the FDA 
to more drug regulations. 

“The law is clear,” Beck said. 
“Any meat food product or byprod-
uct should be regulated by the 
USDA. This turf war between these 
agencies needs to stop.”� FL

Danielle Beck, director of gov-
ernment affairs for the National 
Cattlemen’s Beef Association, used 
remarks at a public meeting to 
advocate for U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) oversight of 
lab-grown fake meat products. 
Hosted by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA), the stated 
goal of the public meeting was 
to provide interested parties and 
the public with an opportunity to 
comment on the technology and 
regulations related to lab-grown 
fake meat technology. However, 
despite existing federal laws which 
designate USDA as the primary 
oversight body of lab-grown fake 
meat, USDA was not afforded a role 
in the public meeting.

“NCBA applauds the pointed 
questions FDA has posed regarding 
risks, hazards and manufacturing 
methods of lab-grown meat food 
products,” said Beck. “However, 
the appropriate agency to ask the 
questions under discussion is the 
agency that will ultimately have 
jurisdiction over lab-grown meat 
food products. Any fair reading of 
the law places lab-grown meat food 
products within the primary juris-
diction of the USDA’s Food Safety 
and Inspection Service.”

Beck also explained why USDA 
jurisdiction is crucial for ensuring 
that lab-grown fake meat products 
are safe for consumers. Continuous 

Cattlemen Press for USDA 
Oversight at Public Meeting 
on Lab-Grown Fake Meat

MARKETING





10	 FEED•LOT  August 2018

residue that can be grazed and dis-
tillers grains that are a great supple-
ment with corn residue. Distillers 
grains are relatively inexpensive 
because we have ethanol plants 
here,” says Klopfenstein.

“When backgrounding, you must 
match the program (type of cattle) 
to whatever the resources are on 
a particular farm or ranch and it’s 
more complicated than cow-calf or 
feedlot operations.” Availability and 
price may vary, even from year to 
year, on what you can feed calves. 
In Nebraska, grass rental rates have 
risen, and grazing might not be the 
least expensive option. 

“Some of the best backgrounders 
are cow-calf people who maintain 
ownership. Segmentation makes 
us less competitive as an industry; 
we are constantly negotiating price  
between cow-calf and background-
er, between backgrounder and 
feedlot, between feedlot and pack-
er. We are always trying to take 
advantage of someone else in the 
industry,” he explains.

“If you background your own 
cattle or have them custom fed you 
are doing an integrated industry, 

Backgrounding can be vastly 
different from one region or oper-
ation to another, depending on cli-
mate and what’s available as feed, 
says Terry Klopfenstein, Professor 
Emeritus, University of Nebraska. 
“This period in the calf’s life is the 
staging factor for our industry. The 
feedlot hauls cattle to the slaugh-
ter plant every working day, so 
feedlots need a supply that can be 
finishing all through the year. The 
backgrounding phase determines 
how ready they are and when,” 

Klopfenstein says.
“The most important part of this 

phase is taking advantage of local 
resources such as by-products. 
Grazing situations are great, and in 
certain parts of Texas, Oklahoma 
or Kansas, grazing wheat pasture 
is the norm. This is an economical 
and great way to background cattle, 
but limits you to a certain time of 
year,” he says.

Summer grazing on grass is 
also limited. “In Nebraska we have  
two excellent resources—corn  
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but none of that matters if what 
you do and what you feed is not 
economical,” he says. A certain 
feeding program may make 

getting away from that aspect. I like 
the combination of cow-calf and 
backgrounding because it spreads 
some price risk. You know your 
supply, and get the benefit of quality 
and health,” he says.

Klopfenstein recently completed 
a study comparing weaned calves 
fed harvested crop residue and 

distillers grains in a feedlot versus 
similar calves grazing brome. Cattle 
can perform well with either diet, 
but whether it pays off depends on 
several factors.

“Cattle production is ultimately 
about economics. We need to know 
how the cattle perform, and nutri-
tional aspects of diet are important, 

800-435-9560 | AGRIKING.COM“CAPTURING THE NUTRITIONAL VALUE 
IN FEEDS IS THE KEY TO PROFIT.”
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product that provides nutritional support 

for cattle during times of stress with 
electrolytes, B vitamins and Agri-King’s 

patented Tri-Lution® technology.
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Determining value of grass for 
grazing becomes more complex. 
“In Nebraska it used to be about $20 
per pair, then during the drought 
of 2011-12 it jumped to $60 per pair. 
Now it’s about $50,” he says.

“If I estimate what that pair eats 
in terms of TDN, at $50 per pair 
per month, it’s about 9 cents per 
pound of TDN, which is more than 
the cost of corn silage and distill-
ers grains. However, if it’s $30 per  
pair, that would be 5 cents per 
pound of TDN. When we try to 
compare grazing versus confine-
ment feeding we have to consider 
the cost of grass, and whether it 
includes management of the cattle,” 
says Klopfenstein.

What kind of performance you 
get on grass is another variable. 
“If you are not getting above 1½ 
pounds gain per day, grass becomes 
more costly in terms of profit. You 
are paying the same for the grass 
whether the cattle are gaining one 
or two pounds per day.”� FL

money one year and not another.
“We did our study over two 

years, comparing groups of back-
grounding calves, then did an eco-
nomic analysis. One year it was 
more profitable to have them in 
the feedlot, and the other year it 
was a lot more profitable to have 
them grazing.”

Nutritional variability in pasture 
must be considered. “When we feed 
cattle in the dry-lot, we know ex-
actly what they are getting (quality, 
and quantity). We can control these 
factors. When they are grazing, you 
don’t know how much they are eat-
ing, nor the nutritional value of the 
forage. Feedlot studies are easier to 
do,” he says.

“We figure 35 cents per day per 
animal for yardage in confinement, 
on average, to have the facility and 
do the feeding, haul out manure, 
etc. It costs more to care for them,” 
says Klopfenstein.

“We figure 10 cents per day per 

animal grazing—for monitoring 
them, supplying salt/mineral, mov-
ing temporary hot wire, etc. There’s 
a difference of 25 cents per day, but 
it may vary. How intensive is the 
grazing and how much labor does 
it entail? If we assume 25 cents 
difference, the cost of feed in the 
dry-lot would have to be less than 
the cost of pasture. I calculated the 
cost of different feed ingredients, 
based on TDN (energy) value of the 
feed—the cost per pound of TDN,” 
he explains.

“Corn silage is about 8 cents per 
pound of TDN, as economical as 
any harvested forage. Crop residue 
becomes more expensive because 
it doesn’t have as much energy,” 
he says.

“Distillers grains have more en-
ergy than silage or corn residue; it 
only costs about 7 cents per pound 
of TDN. Feeding some combination 
of silage and distillers grains would 
be a little less than 8 cents per 
pound of TDN,” he says.
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Regional Options... from previous page

Rotator®
Technology
for Pivot
Irrigation  
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there was a similar way to take the guesswork out of 
buying cattle?

Well, maybe there is. It’s called Cattle Krush, and it 
may just be the future of the industry.

“Cattle producers have been waiting for this type 
of technology,” says Cattle Krush creator Dane Kuper. 
“They’re good at raising cattle. Now they can be more 
effective in making business decisions.”

Cattle Krush, like its partner Performance Beef, 
uses sophisticated algorithms to supply real time 
information in buying and selling cattle, with a direct 
connection to the Chicago Board of Trade feeder cattle, 
live cattle, and corn prices.

“Prices can fluctuate $2-$3 in 
the course of a day,” says Kuper. 
“That can have a significant 
impact on profit.”

Kuper says 75 percent of 
a cattle producer’s income 
variation is due to market fluc-
tuations. For some producers 
that can mean hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. Apps 
like Cattle Krush can help pro-
ducers better manage their 
options. “It’s about how well 
you do vs. how well your cattle do,” says Kuper.

By entering animal profiles such as weight at sale 
and the target finish weight, Cattle Krush calculates the 
cost of gain, target finish date and rate of gain, feeder 
break even, and profit – based on the current Board 
of Trade prices and live futures.

“When buying, this changes the producer’s ability 
to bid,” says Kuper. “It automates and changes what 
he can pay, by taking the guess work out.” But it’s not 
just about price. There’s more to buying the right stock 
than buying the cheapest; a buyer needs to select the 
right profile to fit the desired profit margin. The algo-
rithms used can take the bias out of purchasing, basing 
decisions on hard facts.

The idea is gaining in popularity, with more than 
500 users across the country coming on board in just 
15 months since its introduction. “We’ve had outstand-
ing feedback,” says Kuper. “Producers, especially 
younger producers accustomed to ready access to 
real time information, have been waiting on this type 
of technology.”

FEEDLOT FOCUS

M O N E Y B A L L
Cattle Style

Information at Your Fingertips

BY TERRI QUECK-MATZIE

REMEMBER the movie MONEYBALL starring 
Brad Pitt? The philosphy of Pitt’s character changed 
the way baseball players’ skills are measured. What if 

Microbial Insight
Since 1971

Providing Livestock Industry Solutions Since 1971

Call 1.800.658.3120 for more information.

Protect Your Investments
and Stay in the Green

•  Contains 7 speci�c PROVEN strains of beneficial 
  bacteria that aid fermentation in the forage ensiling 
process

•  Maintains substantially lower temperatures during  
 feed out
•  Helps preserve your valuable feed quality all year long
•  Approved and registered in Canada
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The approach is not foreign to 
agriculture. Row crop producers 
are adept in the use of market 
technology and digital access to 
information. But the livestock in-
dustry is underserved, according 
to Kuper, who also created Per-
formance Beef, a feedlot profit 
app that provides daily data and 
financial analysis on when to sell 
for optimal profit, as well as bench-
marking against other producers. 

“The use of this type of tech-
nology enables the small feedlot 
to be as good as the biggest one,” 
says Kuper. 

He emphasizes neither Perfor-
mance Beef nor Cattle Krush make 
trades. “We are not a broker,” says 
Kuper. “We just provide the data.”

The technological advantage 
holds through the cattle production 
cycle. Both apps will notify the 
producer via text message when 
a group of cattle has reached op-
timal profitability. Up to 20 groups 
of cattle can be monitored at one 
time, and historical data assesses 
the profitability of any group type 
over the last 30 years.

“That’s easy to lose track of 
profit goals in the day-to-day,” says 
Kuper. “We want to make sure 
no opportunity is lost. The key is 
the real-time information in the 
calculations.”

The new apps also allow for 
partner input. Nutritionists, vets, 
commodities brokers, absentee 
owners, can log in, ask questions, 
and help make decisions – all based 
on the same real time information. 
It even provides a printable report 
for the banker.

“Producers out there today are 
using their cell phones, I-pads and 
other mobile devices to manage 
their operations,” says Kuper. “This 
is the way of the future. The evo-
lution we’ve seen in row crop data 
use is on the verge of hitting live-
stock production. It’s one more way 
we can make producers savvier 
at what they do and keep family 
farms in operation long term by 
increasing profitability. It’s about 
enabling producers to make better, 
more effective decisions.”� FL

Some of the biggest successes in nutritional additives were 
invented in our labs. By our employees. And that expertise helps 
us better understand the components that go into our products, 
and pushes our team to develop unique combinations for greater 
performance. Find some of your own at PMIadditives.com.

©2018 PMI. All rights reserved.

THERE’S  
FINDING  
WHAT 
WORKS. 
AND 
THERE’S
KNOWING 
HOW 
IT 
ALL 
WORKS  
TOGETHER.
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where intake was either limited 
or unlimited. Average daily gain 
was not different between corn 
or soybean hulls; however, ADG 
was improved by at least 0.50 lb/
day for the creep fed calves com-
pared to no creep, depending on 
intake. When creep intake was 
limited, the efficiency of gain was 
improved by 33% over non-limit-
ed controls. Research indicates 
that creep intake of about 1.5% of 
body weight is maximally efficient 
for high protein, high fiber creep 
feeds. The same study by Faulkner 
demonstrated no negative impact 
of creep feeding on subsequent 
feedlot performance or efficiency. 
Creep feeding, especially with a 
high starch creep, increased qual-
ity grade by 5% over non-supple-
mented controls; however, the 
same result can be obtained with 
early weaning and feeding a higher 
starch diet. 

Creep feeding is often turned 
toward during drought situations 
or in the case of young and/or thin 
cows. The expectation is that creep 
feeding will reduce milk intake, 
which is simply not true. If a calf 
consumed more feed but less milk, 
ADG would not change. Research 
from Oklahoma State University 
shows virtually no difference in 

Creep feed is one of the most 
misunderstood, and perhaps over-
used, feeding strategies in cow/calf 
production. The “Hungry Calf Gap,” 
which is the difference between 
milk required by the calf and the 
amount of milk available from the 
cow, is typically used as a justifi-
cation for selling creep feed, even 
when calf prices are low and feed 
prices are high.

There can be no argument that 
milk production and calf require-
ments diverge around 200-300 lb of 
calf weight; however, during that 
same period, calves are becoming 
fully functional ruminants, capable 
of converting the available for-
age resources to pounds of body 
weight. The available forage may be 
grass or a total mixed ration (TMR) 
in a drylot. Either way, creep feed is 
not the only source of supplemental 
nutrition. This is clearly evident by 
observing young calves in a drylot 

consuming TMR at the bunk with 
their dams. Please understand that 
the purpose of this article is not to 
discourage producers from using 
creep feed. Rather, the main take 
away should be to use creep feed 
to add extra pounds on calves when 
that weight is more valuable than 
the cost of feed and feeding, as long 

as the creep feed is not causing any 
long term negative impacts.

Research into creep feeding 
has both proven and dispelled per-
ceptions about the importance of 
creep feeding. Creep feeding does 
improve average daily gain (ADG) 
of calves. Research conducted by 
Oklahoma State University in the 
1980’s revealed an improvement 
in ADG between 0.17 and 0.25 lb/
day. Additional research suggests 
a slightly higher rate of gain, up to 
an additional 0.75 lb/day, depending 
upon feed intake. Average feed 
conversion for calves consuming 
creep feed is between 5:1 and 7:1 
lb of feed per extra lb gained. Gen-
erally, high protein creep feeds 
promote a better feed conversion 
rate because the added protein 
helps calves better utilize forages. 
High protein creeps also promote 
slightly lower creep intake, again 
improving efficiency. Whenever 

possible, avoid high starch levels 
in creep feed because high starch 
levels in the rumen interfere with 
forage digestion, resulting in poorer 
overall feed conversion.

Faulkner et al. (1994) conducted 
a study where calves were creep 
fed with a corn-based supplement 
or a soybean hull-based supplement 

COW/CALF CORNER

CREEP FEEDING
When Does it Pay?

BY DAN LARSON, PH.D.,  
AND JORDAN BURHOOP, M.S., RUMINANT NUTRITIONISTS

GREAT PLAINS LIVESTOCK CONSULTING

The main take away should be to use creep  
feed to add extra pounds on calves when that 
weight is more valuable than the cost of feed  
and feeding, as long as the creep feed is not 

causing any long term negative impacts.
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milk consumption between creep 
fed and non-creep fed calves. It is 
true that creep feeding, especial-
ly with a high starch creep feed, 
will reduce forage consumption 

by calves due to slower fiber di-
gestibility and reduced passage 
rate resulting from a change in 
rumen microbial population. Since 
fine ground corn has a high starch 
availability, it should not be used 
and rolled corn should be used as 
an ingredient instead. High protein 
creeps will not reduce forage con-
sumption like high starch creeps. 
The reduction in forage consumed 
by calves on creep feed is not likely 
high enough to have a major impact 
on pasture availability, especially in 
light of creep feed costs. 

A major drawback of creep feed-
ing is over fattening young calves, 
especially heifers. Research from 
Illinois State University (Buskirk et 
al, 1996) revealed that creep feeding 
has a negative long-term impact on 
heifer productivity. In this case, 
unlimited creep intake resulted in 
0.60 extra lb/head/day of ADG. As 
a consequence, milk production of 
creep fed heifers after calving was 

20% lower than non-creep fed coun-
terparts. In accordance with milk 
production, calf weaning weight of 
their offspring was lower as well. 

Photo by King AG Products, 660-542-0982

1-800-536-8438

“We can customize a system
to meet your needs.”

� Platform Scales
(10 sizes/self-contained)

� Single Animal 
Weigh Cage
(self-contained)

� Single Animal Scales
(under squeeze chutes)

� Portable Calf Scales
(3 designs for various
weights)

� Hay Processor Scales
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sold, so each producer must ana-
lyze those economics in their own 
herd. When choosing to creep feed 
calves, the producer needs to keep 
in mind the price slide on calves, 
as they will be marketing a heavier 
animal. In closing, don’t assume 
creep feeding fits each operation. 
Rather, you should evaluate the 
decision critically, keep the pitfalls 
in mind, and carefully evaluate the 
economics when making the deci-
sion to creep feed.
For additional information, visit www. 
gplc-inc.com� FL

The take away from this data 
is to not creep feed replacement 
heifers, and if you must do so, limit 
feed intake of a high protein (14-
16%) creep feed to avoid developing 
fat in the udder. Steers can also be 
over fattened, so extra care needs 
to be taken to monitor intake and 
to make sure the creep being used 
does not contain a large amount of 
grain. Besides negatively impacting 
heifer productivity, if calves are 
over fattened feedlot performance 
can also be reduced. 

A major benefit of creep feed-
ing is easing the weaning stress 
of home raised calves. It appears 
that calves who learn to consume 
concentrate feedstuffs prior to 
weaning, wean easier and start on 
feed more quickly. If creep feeders 
are used, with a limiter, simply pull 
the feeder in with calves for the 
first 5-7 days of weaning, and then 
begin adapting the cattle to the 

bunk. This method allows 
the calf to consume needed 
energy and protein during 
the stressful period and may 
reduce some health prob-
lems. It is suggested to place 
creep feeders 30 days prior to 
weaning to acclimate calves 
to feed and to encourage rea-
sonable feed consumption.

The ultimate decision to 
creep feed needs to be based on 
economics. We’ll use the following 
assumptions: 7:1 feed conversion, 
$250/ton creep feed, $1.80/lb for a 
600 lb calf. Based on these assump-
tions, it will cost $0.88/lb of gain 
to feed creep, so each lb of creep 
consumption will save you $0.92/lb 
on overhead and yardage. 

This calculation does not take 
into account the labor, equipment 
and potential marketing (overfat 
cattle) problems potentially associ-
ated with creep feed or the increase 
in profit due to more pounds of calf 

COW/CALF CORNER

Call 800.466.1146 today  
or visit AgLoan.com

A part of the Farm Credit System. Equal Opportunity Lender.

We see things from the ground  
up, all of the small details that go  
into the big picture of ranching. 

Because agriculture is what  
we know, it’s all we do.
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Dan Larson and Jordan Burhoop, authors
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genetic selection, vitamins and min-
erals, replacement heifer decisions, 
weaning and grid marketing.

Networking with other beef pro-
ducers focused on quality across 
the supply chain stands as an added 
attraction at FQF, Sexten says.

Registration by August 14 costs 
$100, after which they will be  
accepted as space allows for $125. 
The fee covers all seminar sessions 
and the Industry Achievement 
Awards Banquet. 

Meeting sponsors include Where 
Food Comes From, Roto-Mix, 
Feed•Lot Magazine, Tyson Foods, 
Intellibond, Zoetis, Diamond V  
and CAB. 

Register online at www.CAB-
partners.com/events/fqf/2018. For 
more information, visit the website 
or call Marilyn Conley, 800-225-2333, 
ext. 298, or email mconley@certified 
angusbeef.com.� FL

In its thirteenth year, the 2018 
Feeding Quality Forum (FQF) will 
be reinvented. Until this summer, it 
has focused on cattle feeders with 
one-day sessions repeated two days 
apart in Nebraska and the southern 
High Plains. 

This year, a single Forum will 
address topics for all segments of 
the cattle industry in Sioux City, 
Iowa, on August 28-29. A diverse 
range of speakers have signed on to 
create an opportunity like no other.

“We’re going to have some topics 
stretch beyond where the ranch 
is today, and then there’ll be very 
practical topics that the cow-calf 
producer, the stocker and feedyard 
operator can take home and use 
tomorrow,” says Justin Sexten, Cer-
tified Angus Beef LLC (CAB) supply 
development director. Seven allied 
industry partners are sponsoring 
the event with CAB.

Presentations begin Tuesday 
afternoon as longtime FQF favorite 
Dan Basse of AgResource Compa-
ny provides a global market over-
view. Then Nebraska and Kansas 
State University scientists look at 
vaccine timing and the advantages 
of a single step-up ration on feed.

Next, Air Force Reserves Com-
mander and Diamond V technical 
services veterinarian Sam Bar-
ringer will share new ideas in 
management that address health 
challenges affecting the immune 
system, as a way to capture genetic 
investments on the ranch.

“Dr. Barringer comes with a 
diverse background of military 
medical experience in addition 
to his veterinary training,” Sexten 
says. “He will tell us how and what 
we feed cattle can influence the 

immune system response beyond 
just using antibiotics and vaccines.”

Sexten notes two other speakers 
particularly unique to the forum: IBM 
Food Trust’s Nigel Gopie and Tyson 
Fresh Meats procurement team of 
John Gerber and Kevin Hueser. 

“We’re going to have Dr. Gopie 
talk about where IBM is already 
using blockchain in segments of the 
food industry, and then look at how 
that technology might influence 
the flow of information from the 
ranch through the end product,” 
Sexten says. 

“We’ll have the packers talking 
about how they merchandise beef 
– and direct their procurement 
team in buying cattle to supply their 
needs,” he says. “Not often do you 
get to hear directly from a packer, 
‘This is what we want to buy and 
why we want to buy it.’” 

Others will bring in topics like 

MANAGEMENTMANAGEMENT BY SARAH MOYER

Feeding Quality Forum Breaks New 
Ground in 2018 in Souix City, Iowa
Reinvented Forum For Both Feedlot and Cow Calf Producers
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USDA Assists 
Farmers Impacted 
by Unjustified 
Retaliation

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue today announced 
that the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) will take sev-
eral actions to assist farmers in 
response to trade damage from 
unjustified retaliation. President 
Trump directed Secretary Perdue 
to craft a short-term relief strategy 
to protect agricultural producers 
while the Administration works on 
free, fair, and reciprocal trade deals 
to open more markets in the long 
run to help American farmers com-
pete globally. Specifically, USDA 
will authorize up to $12 billion in 
programs, which is in line with 
the estimated $11 billion impact of 
the unjustified retaliatory tariffs 
on U.S. agricultural goods. These 
programs will assist agricultural 
producers to meet the costs of 
disrupted markets.

“This is a short-term solution 
to allow President Trump time to 
work on long-term trade deals to 
benefit agriculture and the entire 
U.S. economy,” Secretary Perdue 
said. “The President promised to 
have the back of every American 
farmer and rancher, and he knows 
the importance of keeping our rural 
economy strong. Unfortunately, 
America’s hard-working agricul-
tural producers have been treated 
unfairly by China’s illegal trading 
practices and have taken a dispro-
portionate hit when it comes to 
illegal retaliatory tariffs. USDA will 
not stand by while our hard-work-
ing agricultural producers bear the 
brunt of unfriendly tariffs enacted 
by foreign nations. The programs 
we are announcing today help 
ensure our nation’s agriculture 
continues to feed the world and 
innovate to meet the demand.”� FL

PROTERNATIVE-THE NEW 
MEASURE OF PREVENTION
The industry is changing; it’s time to take cattle feeding down a new 
road.  Recent advancements in cattle nutrition have opened new routes 
to help limit pulls, treatment and positively benefit the health of an 
animal.  Adopting a new measure of prevention through the feed is an 
important first step to help minimize delays on the road ahead. 

Take a new road with ProTernative® - a proven probiotic that positively 
activates the immune system of cattle during times of stress.  
ProTernative works in the lower gut to influence the animal’s natural 
immunity through an internal active process that only a specific, robust 
and active live yeast can deliver. 

The road you’ve always taken doesn’t cut it anymore. 
Feed ProTernative and take a new measure of prevention.

LALLEMAND ANIMAL NUTRITION
Tel:  414 464 6440  Email:  LAN_NA@lallemand.com

www.lallemandanimalnutrition.com

Not all products are available in all markets nor are all claims allowed in all regions.
©2016.  ProTernative is a registered trademark of Lallemand Animal Nutrition. 



at the last minute, transportation 
problems occur or other unfore-
seen situations arise, but dedicated 
employees will have backup plans 
that keep these times limited and 
the effect minimized.

Being Prepared
Being Prepared is a choice made 

by employees who have their job 
as a priority and want to prove to 
management that they can take on 
more responsibility.

Hiring the person that is the 
best fit for the job is hard to do 
and getting more difficult as fewer 
individuals want to work in the 
difficult conditions of a feed lot. 
Frankly, our industry is finding that 
we can teach many of the skills that 
are needed to be proficient in daily 
duties, but we’re struggling to find 
people with the attitude needed to 
fit our desired company culture. 
Too often we find someone that has 
the right job fit and skills fit but we 
simply can’t cope with their lack of 
dedication, inconsistent reliability, 

fluctuating level of effort and inat-
tention to details.

Here is a list of Personal Attri-
butes* that take no talent, skills, 
experience or education to be a 
great employee.

Being on Time 
Being on Time is the easiest and 

most essential part of the job, and 
one that an employee has complete 
control over. There are certainly 
times when child care falls through 

www.FEEDLOTMAGAZINE.com

Looking for information?
Come to Feed•Lot Magazine first. Search back  
issues and articles. Visit feedlotmagazine.com

MANAGEMENT BY DON TYLER, TYLER & ASSOCIATES

*Adapted from Bill Gross, Idealab.

Personal  
Attributes That  

Require No Talent
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August 28 - 29  •  Sioux City, Iowa
Whether you work in the cattle feeding industry or supply calves to those who do, the Certified Angus Beef ® 

Feeding Quality Forum has something for you.

Agenda Highlights:
Global Market Overview – Dan Basse, President, AgResource Company

Vaccine Timing for Feedyards: On Arrival or Delayed – Brian Vander Ley, Great Plains Veterinary 
Education Center, University of Nebraska

Limit Feeding a Single Step-up Diet to Save Labor and Enhance Cattle Efficiency –
Dale Blasi, Kansas State University

Optimizing Genetics through Rumen and Immune Resiliency – Sam Barringer, DVM, Commander - 
Air Force Reserves Medical Team

Tyson Overview on Procurement and Sales – John Gerber and Kevin Hueser, Tyson

Blockchain: Application to the Beef Supply Chain – Nigel Gopie, Ph.D., Marketing Leader for IBM 
Food Trust, IBM Blockchain

Vitamin and Mineral Formulations: What We Learned from the Vitamin A Shortage –
Jeff Heldt, Micronutrients

Annual Industry Achievement Award Banquet

And much more!

Visit FeedingQualityForum.com to register and view the full conference agenda. 

Register by Aug. 14 for discounted pricing!

Certified Angus Beef LLC would like to
  thank our supporting sponsors:
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Effort 
Effort is measurable and is an 

indication of a person’s desire to 
do an appropriate level of work. 
Even when a person lacks the expe-
rience, education or skills needed 
to do a job, putting in maximum 
effort will show they care about 
their work and putting in a full day.

Being Coachable
Being Coachable is a choice 

that shows management the em-
ployee wants to learn, which is a 
prerequisite for any personal or 
professional growth.

Attitude 
Attitude is  a choice every morn-

ing when we wake up, regardless 
of circumstances. If a paraplegic, 
someone fighting cancer, etc. can 
wake up in the morning and choose 
to have a great day, then just about 
anyone can.

Passion For The Job 
Passion for the job can propel 

a good employee to a great one 
because these people take every 
opportunity to learn, grow, achieve 
tough goals and help to meet the 
long-term vision of the business.

Doing Extra 
Doing Extra in most operations 

would help any employee stand 
out among the rest. The extra work 
provides experience and satis-
faction that nurtures their other 
values and shows management 
that they are caring, devoted and 
goal-oriented. 

254-965-3663
www.mixercenter.com

sales@mixercenter.com / Fax 254-965-5718

Your Feeding and Manure Handling Headquarters.

Hopson Harvesting and Hay Grinding
Serving: KS, NE, CO, TX, OK

(719) 342-1680

All types of hay - Corn Grinding 
Loader Available - Multiple Screens

High Moisture Corn and small 
grains John Deere Equipment

Dirks Earthmoving
Precision Land Forming

• Livestock Pen Shaping
• Lagoon Construction
• Conservation Practices
• Laser Equipped Site Preparation
Call Richard Dirks Toll Free

1-877-872-3057
Cell: 620-872-1793

dirksearthmoving.com

Find Out 
How At  

ezration.com
Square Bale  

Processor  
Truck or  

Trailer

Cut Feed Costs  
Up to 50%

ezration@ezration.com  • Kim, CO 81049

www.ezration.com 800.242.9599

The rest of the beef industry has 
been feeding blended, least cost 
rations for decades...

 Patented

•	Lower	winter	feed	cost
•	Better	utilize	grasses
•	Double	production		

in	some	cases
•	Deal	with	uncontrollable		

weather	and	market	
variables

Now ranchers can also blend 
roughages creating least cost 
rations quickly and easily.

This	has	significantly	reduced	most	ranchers’	
biggest	expense	and	is	creating	new	
management	options	that	are	dramatically	
increasing	the	bottom	line.

Personal Attributes... from previous page
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Work Ethic 
Work Ethic may be defined dif-

ferently depending on the business 
and the culture of the company. 
This term captures the broad sense 
that the individual has hard work 
as a core value, will do the appro-
priate amount of work, show a high 
level of caring for our animals and 
their well-being, and avoids coun-
terproductive habits. 

Body Language
Body Language is what we wit-

ness that they may not be aware 
of during communications. Their 
facial expression at hearing ad-
ditional tasks to complete, their 
posture during an interview or in 
staff meetings, and the level of re-
spect that they show to others is all 
revealed in their physiology. From 
smiles to eye-rolling, these facial 
expressions and other subtle cues 
provide us with important infor-
mation about their true thoughts.

How do we screen for these 
traits during the hiring process? 
First, consider your current and 
former employees who possessed 
these traits and develop a list of 
their actions and behaviors that 
indicated these tendencies. Next, 
ask about them during reference 
checks and through conversations 
with others familiar with the candi-
date. Finally, look for them in the 
interview process. Be specific and 
ask for detailed examples of how 
they have expressed these traits in 
past jobs, different situations and 
other opportunities.

Throughout this process look 
for them in all your interactions 
with the person—face-to-face, on 
the phone, written communica-
tions, etc. Choice of vocabulary, 
proper language, posture, eye con-
tact, promptness, dress, respect, 
self-confidence, politeness and 
other traits are very obvious when 
we make a deliberate effort to look 
for them.

Don Tyler is Founder of Tyler & Associ-
ates Management Coaching. He can be 
reached at dhtyler@frontiernet.net or by 
calling 765-490-0353.� FL

BJM Sales & Service�
3925 US Highway 60 • Hereford, TX 79045-7291

(806) 364-7470 • www.bjmsales.com

Sales & Service
SINCE 1983

®

Silencer Commercial
Pro Model

Commercial Series
920-18 ®
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• 20’ – 24’ – 30’ Models (Spread fast and even)
• Wider profile for more capacity and better stability
• Massive vertical expellers create an explosive 30’ to 40’ pattern
• Three apron chain (std) 667XH

Farm EquipmentMEYER

MEYER Manufacturing
1-800-325-9103 • Email: sales@meyermfg.com • www.meyermfg.com • Fax: 715-654-5513

CROP MAX
MEYER

9500 COMMERCIAL GRADE
VERTICAL SPREADER
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PROCESSING, SORTING and SHIPPING LAYOUTS

GRANDIN 
LIVESTOCK SYSTEMS
3504 North Shields / Fort Collins, CO 80524
970-229-0703 / www.grandin.com

By World Famous Dr. Grandin
Originator of Curved Ranch Corrals

CUSTOM DESIGN 
SERVICE AVAILABLE

Curved chute with raised walking plat-
form for safe working of the flight zone.
Drawings for gates, hinges, latches, chutes,
sorting pens and loading ramp plus cattle
behavior information.

BOOK OF LAYOUTS $55 Check/MO
For Large & Small Operations
INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEO on low 

stress cattle handling.
DVD $68 – DVD set includes additional

Spanish video and picture CD

To advertise 
in this section 

call Greg Strong
1-800-747-7575
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“Quality Cattle 
Handling Equipment”

Garden City, KS
1-800-426-9626

Fremont, NE
1-402-721-7604

www.cattlechutes.com

SUMMIT TRUCK GROUP
4354 Canyon Drive / Amarillo, TX 79109

800-692-4430    806-355-9771
www.summittruckgroup.com

We Carry the Full Line of
Kuhn Knight Mixers

Mounted on International
or Kenworth Trucks.

Greg Strong, publisher; Jill Dunkel, ed-
itor; Annita Lorimor, general manager, 
Amy Spillman, digital/circulation man-
ager, Robert A. Strong, editor emeritus.

The editor assumes no responsibility 
for unsolicited manuscripts and photo-
graphs. Publisher reserves the right 
to reject advertising 
matter. Copyright 2018  
by FEED•LOT Maga-
zine All rights reserved.
FEED•LOT is published under  
ISSN 1083-5385

FEED•LOT (ISSN 1083-5385) is published 
eight times per year in February, March, April/
May, June, August, September/October, Novem-
ber and December at no charge to qualified 
recipients, by FEED•LOT Magazine, Inc. 116 
E. Long, Dighton, KS 67839. Periodicals post-
age paid at Dighton, KS 67839 and additional 
mailing offices. Non-qualifying subscription 
rates: $55 per year within USA. $80 per year 
for foreign, including Canada. Back issues $10, 
including postage and handling. Please call 
FEED•LOT Magazine, Inc. for reprint and copy 
authorization, 620-397-2838. POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to FEED•LOT Magazine, 
Inc. PO Box 850, Dighton, KS 67839.

Brand names appearing in this publication 
are for product identification purposes only. 
No endorsement is intended, nor is criticism 
implied of similar products not mentioned.

Audited by:

While the truck 
is unloading the
loader is refilling
the Batch
Box.

THE BATCH BOX
GIVES YOU 1/3 MORE USE

OF FEED TRUCKS WITH 
1/3 LESS MAN HOURS

STREAMLINE YOUR 
FEEDING WITH A

BATCH BOX
402-564-1400

feedingsystems.biz
Feeding Systems, LLC

2500 E 23rd St. • Columbus NE 68601





U.S. Tractor & Harvest
Alamosa, CO

Western Implement
Grand Junction, CO

Montrose, CO

Kuhn Knight of Greeley
Greeley, CO

SEMCO
Lamar, CO

Mid-America Truck Equipment 
Belleville, KS
Seward, NE

KanEquip 
Ellsworth, KS

Garden City, KS
Herington, KS
Marysville, KS

Topeka, KS
Wamego, KS
Syracuse, NE

Midwest Mixer Service
Dodge City, KS
Scott City, KS

Prairieland Partners
Emporia, KS

R & R Equipment
Fort Scott, KS

Lott Implement
Minneapolis, KS

Sandhill Equipment
Bassett, NE

Grossenburg Implement
Bloomfield, NE
Hartington, NE

Wayne, NE

West Point Implement of Columbus
Columbus, NE

Landmark Implement
Holdrege, NE

Kuhn Knight of Lexington
Lexington, NE

West Point Implement
West Point, NE

Tidenberg Welding & Repair 
Clovis, NM

Summit Truck Group
Amarillo, TX

Mixer Center Dalhart
Dalhart, TX

Mixer Center Friona
Friona, TX

Ask about other KUHN Knight mixers and spreaders!

RC 200 SERIES REEL COMMERCIAL MIXERS
500 - 950 cu. ft. mixing capacities  •  Truck, trailer, and stationary models

SUPERIOR MIXING OF WET
BYPRODUCT RATIONS

KuhnNorthAmerica.com

Visit your local KUHN Knight dealer today!

√ Improved Load Leveling   √ Faster, More Even Unloading and Cleanout  
√ Superior Performance for Grain & Roughage Rations

The Helix Design: Open-center design eliminates obstructions & provides superior 
feed movement for faster, more consistent mixing.

Mix Bar: Ensures consistent feed movement and helps to “split” or “fold” feed as it 
rotates in the center of the chamber, decreasing mix time & eliminating dead spots.


