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Fauquier Leaks—Correcting The Record

| applaud Fauquier Leaks for its colorful use of Al-Generated cartoons on their web
site, and | am all for political opposition expressing their views—as long as they
are not playing fast and loose with the facts. Cartoons can be a powerful way to
clarify an issue, however cartoons are only effective and meaningful when they are
fact-paspd and truthful—not when they are designed to mislead citizens. In my
continuing effort to inform Warrenton citizens let me rebut some of the more
egregious claims Fauquier Leaks make, and some claims made on Karen
Lavarnway’s Facebook page (my opponent in the last election).

First from Ms. Lavarnway's Facebook page:

Karen Lavarnway
20h-Q

Gagnon is trying to close the WARF!

w095 6 comments

1 = | am not trying to close the WARF, itis a wonderful amenity—but one that comes at a cost. I am
doing my job informing citizens of what it costs to run and maintain the WARF and asking them to let
me know if they want to continue supporting it, knowing the tax implications it means for citizens.

Karen Lavarnway

November 9 at B:0BAM ' &
Gagnon, | see you shared your private phone for FOIA's but yet you did not show
your private email. Mr Transparency, what are you hiding on your private emails?

*Eric Gagnon® <eric@jumpcode.com>
Fri, 10 Oct 2025 17:15:41 -0400

"egagnon@warrentonva gov” <egagnon@walre
Town E-Mail Records Review Resolution for Ne:

Resolution - Town E-Mail Access - 10-08-2025.d
] DO NOT CLICK links or sitachments uniess you secognize the sende

own Manager, Mayor. Town Atiomey <c'd)

1 for this item ko be plased on the agenda for
» September 23nd, over (lwee weeks before nest
s 1o the Town Council Handbook guidelines

wr Town Manager scknowledged this fact. and said
§ in the generic “closed sexsbon™ entry pendifiy

adicaned that | would be taking up this iem o
memission meeting. M. Clough asked me for this
6. which | provided it 1o him on Ostober Bh

vesobution concerns the issue of whether ar not
gnated Commission, has the right 10 broad scces

2- | am not hiding my private phone number or email address—it is printed on almost all my

communication materials and available via FOIA if not already there in prior FOIAs. In this most recent

Eg;ﬁ reques't[, | have turned over everything that was asked for and will continue to fully comply with any
request.

and certain quotes are from the web site FauquierLeaks.org and reprinted here under fair use policy




Fauquier Leaks—Correcting The Record Continued...

Karen Lavarnway
October 30 at 7:45 AM (<)

Why is Gagnon forwarding his town email to his personal email? What else is
he sending from his personal email that we can't see?

Prom: “Eric Gagnon* <egagnon@warrentonva gov>

Sent Wed, 22 Oct 2025 14:36.00 +0000

To: “Eric Gagnon* <eric@jumpeode. com>

Subject Fw: VACP and VPBA Letters and Your Directive to Stephen
Clough

Get

From: Carter Nevil <cnevil@warrentonva. gov>
Sent: Tuesday, Ociober 21, 2025 6:18 PM
To: Eric Gagnon <egagnon@warrentonva.gov>
Cc: Wiliam Semple <wsemple@warrentonva.gov>; Roy Francis
<rrancis@warrentonva. Qov>; Paul <pmooney@warren u
Kovallk <lovalik@warrenionva. Wm& OMatloran Oe.000: Lamy
<mohalloran@warrentorva.gov>; David McGuire <dmcguire@warrentorwa gov>;
Miller (-, wonva_gov>; Frank Cassidy
<fcassidy@warrentonva.gov>; Chap Petersen <Sop@
<whitsonrobinson @gmail com>; Stephen Clough
Subject: Re: VACP and VPBA Letters and Your

Eric,

petersenfirm.com>; Whit Robinson
<sclough@warrentonva, gov>
Directive 10 Stephen Clough

3' | forward my Government emails to my private email for organizational purposes. My personal
phone isa ﬂlﬁ phone, not a smart phone so | have 1o Torward my government email to my private email
in order to

offload them to my computer s n put them in folders where | am able to pull them up
easily when needed. My Town emails are public record so this is- yet another false claim designed to
mis-inform instead of enlighten.

Karen Lavarnway
October 29 at 4:20 AM - @

Want to see how transparent Gagnon is? Here's a screen shot of his personal
phone.

dY Like Q) comment 4> Share

Most relevant «

@ Lynne Richman Bell

Geez. Despicable

2w Like Reply

‘ Scott Pusztay

Whats this?

W Uke Reply

e Chris Mothersead

A small open meetings law violation? Good find.

2w Like Reply

This is an example of how much harm an untrue and out of context claim posted on social media
cﬂn. be. Here, Karen iFr)anies that an illegal meeting has taken place and has indeed mislead a
Warrenton citizen as seen in the comments. If Karen had bothered to ask, she would have learned that
the third person in this conversation was not another councilman. but instead was a Warrenton resident.

* All graphics and certain quotes are from the web site FauquierLeaks.org and reprinted here under fair use policy




Fauquier Leaks—Correcting The Record Continued
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5- Here Karen posts a cartoon from Fauquier Leaks. This is particularly egregious because Karen
and Fauquier Leaks know that the Transparency Commission has no interest and will have no access
to the tax information of Warrenton citizens. This is an outrageous claim designed to create fear and
should be publicly withdrawn and a public apology made.

Karen Lavarnway
October 22 st B1EAM - @

Say NO to Eric Gagnon for Town Council « Ward 5!

6- This is another outrageous example of mis-informing the public. The transparency Commission will
not be accessing any private citizen information—it is the exact opposite. They are looking into town
records in regard to three land use projects. These records are owned by the public and this is an effort
to find out how the approval of three developments were made and also to re-establish the principle that
citizens have a presumptive right to view their own town records within FOIA requirements.

* All graphics and certain quotes are from the web site FauquierLeaks.org and reprinted here under fair use policy




Fauquier Leaks—Correcting The Record Continued. ..

Posts and quotes from the Fauquier Leaks page:

“At the October 2025 Town Council meeting, Eric Gagnon, Larry Kovalik, Paul Mooncy, and David
CGu[re voted to fire Town Manager Frank Cassidy — without warning and without explanation. Three
Council Members — Bill Semple, Michelle O’Halloran, and Roy Francis said they were completely

Rlin]iisided. Even the Mayor had no idea it was coming. No plan. No reason. No transparency.” —Fauquier
caks

7- No one en

) joys firing an employee and each councilman had their own reasons why they thought Mr.
Cassidy was not working out. We chose to fire him without cause in order to allow him his severance pay and also
we c!ldn’_t want to drag him through the mud publicly because that might hurt his future Jjob-seeking prospects.
Again—if we had fired Mr. Cassidy with cause, he would be due no severance pay.
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8- This “script” is nothing unusual. All town councilmen plan how they want to present their views in front of
the council and often work together to present their views. As long as council members comply with open meeting
rules, then there is nothing out of order here.

* All graphics and certain quotes are from the web site FauquierLeaks.org and reprinted here under fair use policy




Fauquier Leaks—Correcting The Record Continyed

Posts and quotes from the Fauquier Leaks page:

“At the Oct i | |

a0 % ?::ﬁ:l z‘ovintgounul meeting, Eric Gagnon suddenly proposed holding a meeting to discuss firing

Council Membersyw ¢ Same attorney he and this council proudly hired just T oh o dark give

et e ere blindsided. And once again, the citizens of Warrenton were left it the dark, ghven
Planation and no transparency.”—Fauquicr Leaks

ge.n Cl; r(;lreqil:tt% a\;/hlle several council members had issues with Town Attorney Chap Petersen'’s advice that more

were T i tl(: hqrm of political advice instead of legal advice. Mr. Petersen was fully aware of the issucs we

el 1th him because a lot of discussion had taken place between council members and Mr. Petersen. It
rprise to him—in fact—he resigned before the replacing discussion even began.

“How can a commission claim i .

g to be open and transparent when it’s stacked with people who have already
made up their minds? Is this about fairness and truit)h — or about finding justification for decisions B e
already decided to make?” —Fauquier Leaks

1 0! _If the Transparency Commission was “stacked” why has there been so much division and debate among
Commission members. Believe me —the members of the Commission are not walking in lock step.

D OPEN AND TRANSPARENT GOVERNMENT? D

Open and Transparent? Are They Breaking the Law? Is Our Data at Risk
of Privacy Protections? Are They Firing Staff Who Get in the Way of
Getting Access to Data?

y.__

LB
OWN ATTORNEY |

== - =
| | FIRED FOR FOLLOWING THE LAW? |

1 1 » This is another egregiously misleading post. The Transparency Commission will not be looking at
citizen data. They are looking at Town emails between certain prior and town council members, lead staff, and
developers—and also any related documents pertaining to the three land use approvals the commission was tasked
to investigate. The commission is asking for access following FOIA rules and are not asking for the staff or the
oal. The assertion that the commission would knowingly or unknowingly

police department to do anything illeg \ : .
access police records is a red herring. All emails coming from any law enforcement organization can be easily

filtered out of the search query process.

* All graphics and certain quotes are from the web site FauquierLeaks.org and reprinted here under fair use policy



Fauquier Leaks—Gorrecting The Record Continued...

In Summary

I have always been an advocate of directly informing the citizens on local issues
because after all it's their money that pays for our local government. Citizens need
to understand what is going on inside their local government and how their money
IS spent so they can be meaningfully involved in self-governance.

Fact-based communication has been the cornerstone of my service on town
Council, and I would just like to add that | have always communicated honestly
and openly with the intention of maintaining an open and transparent government
for the benefit of the citizens.

The intention behind communication is important and defines it. If the intent is to

inftc;rg? and educate honestly for the benefit of citizens it's an important and useful
activity.

.-.But if the intent is to dishonestly attack for political reasons based on _
falsehoods with the intent to misinform that is not a good thing and ultimately will
never win the day.

And while we are on the subject of transparency, | see that Karen Lavarnway
vigorously supports Fauquier Leaks but does not openly claim any involvement
with the web site. The website also does not have an “about” link to inform
citizens on who created this content. Knowing the source is very important in
order for citizens to judge the veracity of the content they present.

Eric Gagnon, Town Council, Ward 5

* All graphics and certain quotes are from the web site FauquierlLeaks.org and reprinted here under fair use policy



