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Former Fauquier County Judge H. 
Dudley Payne, Jr., died Feb. 20 after a 
long illness. He was 71.

Members of the local judicial 
community were informed of Payne’s 
passing by the Fauquier County Bar 
Association Tuesday morning, ac-
cording to Lois Welch, clerk of the 
Fauquier County Juvenile and Do-
mestic Relations District Court.

Payne was remembered by those 
who knew him away from the bench 
as a ine family man and lover of Fau-
quier history.

Payne retired in 2007 as judge for 
the juvenile and family courts serv-
ing Fauquier, Loudoun and Rappa-
hannock counties. He started a legal 
mediation service, Payne Mediation, 

the next year.
Payne was appointed a juvenile 

and family courts judge in 1995. 
Previously, he was an attorney fo-
cusing “nearly exclusively” on cases 
involving family law, according to 
the Payne Mediation website.

But he also had experience in the 
ields of criminal prosecution, crim-
inal defense, civil commercial litiga-
tion, real estate settlements and estate 
planning.

Payne was a veteran of the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps and served a combat tour 
in Vietnam and was wounded. After 
leaving the Marines, Payne earned his 
law degree at the Columbus School of 
Law at Catholic University of Ameri-
ca. He graduated with honors in 1973.

Payne served as assistant com-
monwealth’s attorney for Fairfax 
County from 1974 to 1977.

Payne served as a part-time sub-

stitute judge having been appointed 
by the circuit courts of the counties 
of Fauquier, Loudoun and Rappah-
annock from 1978 to 1986, his com-
pany’s website said.

One of Payne’s sons, John “Strick” 
Payne, is a detective with the Fauqui-
er County Sherif ’s Oice.

Sgt. James Hartman of the sher-
if ’s oice said that he knew the 
former judge “for a long time. Ever 
since I was a patrolman. He was 
always fair and impartial. He was 
an all-around great guy. He will be 
missed. his is a great loss to the 
community.”

Yakir Lubowsky, former Warren-
ton town council member and pres-
ident of the Fauquier Historical So-
ciety, called Payne “a gentleman and a 
gentle spirit.”

By Hannah Dellinger
Times Staff Writer

Deputies found Larry Walker’s 
body in a pool of blood in the kitchen 
of his home on Turkey Run Road near 
Warrenton Sunday morning, accord-
ing to a search warrant aidavit iled 
at the Fauquier County courthouse.

A handgun was on the kitchen 

table near Walker’s body and several 
bullet casings were in the kitchen and 
at the entrance to kitchen. here was 
evidence the body was moved in or 
around the residence. 

“It is known that there were oth-
er people at the residence during the 
night and early morning hours,” in-
vestigators wrote in the aidavit.

Richard Turner MacDonald, 64, 

who also lives along Turkey Run Road, 
is charged with second-degree murder 
in connection to Walker’s death, ac-
cording to law-enforcement oicials. 

he medical examiner’s oice has 
not yet released the cause of death, 
and authorities will not comment on 
a possible motive. Sherif ’s deputies 
were called to the home of Meetze 
Road at 5 a.m. for a shooting.

In a search of the victim’s home, 
investigators found a Bersa hunder 
28 handgun, six cartridge casings, a 
holster with a magazine, two bullet 
fragments, a knife, white socks with 
red stains, a cigarette pack and a cell 
phone, according to the court-iled 
warrant.

By James Ivancic
Times Staff Writer

Von Canon General Store is a kid’s delight thanks to 
its wide assortment of candy. Adults with a sweet tooth 
will also want to linger over the choices — Tootsie Rolls, 
Smarties, Kit Kat, Necco and Kisses to name a few.

But there’s much 
more to the store 
that opened last Sept. 
1 at Vint Hill, the 
former Army base 
that’s seeing new life 
as a retail, leisure and 
entertainment center.

Von Canon, at 
7167 Lineweaver 
Road, has the look 
of a country store 
inside and out. If 
you’re lucky, maybe a 
rerun of  “he Andy 
Griith Show” is 
playing on the TV 
behind the counter as 
it was during a recent 
morning.

he store has a 
front porch with a 
rocking chair and 
bench that invites 
visitors to sit for 
a spell when the 
weather is nice.

Inside, a shopper can get a cold bottle of soda pop 
from one of the two old Coke coolers on the sales loor 
while browsing the aisles.

Von Canon ofers convenience store items, including 

canned goods, toiletries, cold and pain medicine, paper 
plates and towels, syrup, cofee and hot chocolate mix, 
salad dressing, spaghetti and sauce, chips and cereal, plus 
eggs, milk and cheese in a refrigerated case.

here are candlesticks, teapots, plates, wine glasses, 
and Von Canon mugs for sale. Whatever you don’t see 
on the main loor and want may be in the room next 

door where Matt and 
Angee Adams and 
their daughter, Shelby, 
keep larger antique 
furniture they purchase 
or are given to them. 

“hey like Shelby 
and bring her stuf all 
the time,” said Angee. 
“We have an entire 
storage building full. 
here’s a lot more stuf 
than we can display.”

“We want people to 
be able to ind some-
thing here they can’t 
ind anyplace else,” said 
Matt. He provides the 
physical labor when 
needed at the store but 
otherwise tries to “stay 
out of the way.”

Von Canon is 
Angee’s maiden name. 
Her family had a gen-

eral store in Banner Elk, North Carolina starting in the 
1800s and for many years after.
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By Leland Schwartz
Times Staff Writer

he amount of water cur-
rently used by Marshall could 
more than double from rough-
ly 50 million to more than 100 
million gallons a year if all the 
proposed new homes are built 
and sold.

Marshall used 53 million 
gallons last year and has aver-
aged 46 million over the past 
ive years. Us-
age, according 
to the Water 
and Sanita-
tion Author-
ity, luctuates 
due to weather, 
lushing, ire 
ighting and broken lines.

hese usage numbers are 
particularly piercing because 
water levels have been falling 
in Marshall during the past 
several years and WSA is em-
ploying countermeasures to 
try and make up for the losses.

Homebuilder Van Metre 
hopes to start constructing 
353 houses next spring, which 
alone may require about 51 
million gallons per year when 
they’re all inished over the 

next eight to 10 years.
he company has said it 

wants to build an additional 
52 houses in Marshall, which 
could use another 7 million 
gallons.

Bulldozers have started pre-
paring the land for 30 houses 
being built by the Windy Hill 
Development Company in 
Marshall, adding more than 
4 million gallons to the town’s 
water budget. Washburn Place 

will open this 
fall.

he county 
requires devel-
opers to ind 
and supply 400 
gallons per day, 
per home.

Van Metre says it has lo-
cated most of the water for 
the 353 single family hous-
es it hopes to build, although 
the WSA has yet to accept the 
indings as it’s waiting to get 
inal reports on the drawdown 
tests as well as the evaluations 
of the water’s quality.

Van Metre says it is con-
tinuing to look for additional 
sources of water.

Proposed 
homes in 
Marshall could 
more than double 
town’s water usage

See WATER, page A5

Von Canon 

brings a bit 

of Mayberry 

to Vint Hill

PHOTOS BY ADAM GOINGS
The Von Canon General Store is the latest business to open at Vint 
Hill. Top, Shelby Adams, daughter of owners Matt and Angee Adams,  
behind baskets of candy on offer at country store that looks to be 
right out of “The Andy Grifith Show” 
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Details emerge in Warrenton murder

See CHARGED, page A3

Judge Payne remembered as ‘a gentleman and a gentle spirit’
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Richard Turner MacDonald

The strength of Samson: Fauquier 160-pound wrestler Sam Fisher 
became the irst freshman in county history to win a state title. 
t Sports, B1 


