
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021*
Q4 14 19 13 19 11 15 58 28 59 180 203 194 294 413 476
Q3 8 22 8 9 11 11 14 35 53 140 199 248 228 453 523
Q2 14 12 12 18 16 13 19 42 72 157 175 195 227 489 519
Q1 12 15 10 18 16 11 11 29 41 145 192 176 215 304 515
Total Fatalities 48 68 43 64 54 50 102 134 225 622 769 813 964 1659 2033

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

N
um

be
r 

of
 F

at
al

it
ie

s

Total Number of Fatal Fentanyl Overdoses by Quarter and Year of Death, 2007-2021*
Data for 2021 is a Preliminary Total for the Entire Year

FENTANYL
The number of fatal fentanyl-related drug overdoses has sharply increased since 2012; which coincides with the dramatic
increase in fatal heroin overdoses. Prior to 2013, most fentanyl-related deaths were due to illicit use of pharmaceutically
produced fentanyl. However, in late 2013, early 2014, law enforcement investigations and toxicology testing demonstrated an
increase in illicitly produced fentanyl. By 2016, most fatal fentanyl-related overdoses were due to illicitly produced fentanyl
and fentanyl analogs, and not pharmaceutically produced fentanyl. For statistical purposes, ‘fentanyl’ includes all
pharmaceutically produced fentanyl, illicitly produced fentanyl, and fentanyl analogs. The number of fatal fentanyl overdoses
in 2021 compared to 2020 increased by 22.5%. In 2020, fentanyl was involved in 76.5% of all drug overdose deaths.

1 Historically, fentanyl has been categorized as a prescription opioid because it is mass produced by pharmaceutical companies. However, law enforcement investigations and 
toxicology results have demonstrated that several recent fentanyl seizures have not been pharmaceutically produced, but illicitly produced. This illicit form of fentanyl is 
produced by international drug traffickers who import the drug into the United States and often, mix it into heroin being sold. This illicitly produced fentanyl has been the 
biggest contributor to the significant increase in the number of fatal opioid overdoses in Virginia.
2 Illicit and pharmaceutically produced fatal fentanyl overdoses are represented in this analysis. This includes all different types of fentanyl analogs  (acetyl fentanyl, furanyl
fentanyl, etc.)
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