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More than 100 scouts on the Pro Farmer 
Crop Tour, a Farm Journal event, measured 
some stout yield potential, particularly in the 
‘I’ states.

But, they also found everything from crop 
damage to total losses as they combed the 
countryside this month on 20 pre-determined 
routes through the Midwest.

In the end, Pro Farmer estimated corn 
yields of 196.3 bushels per acre in Illinois, 
193.4 bushels in Indiana, 190.7 bushels in 
Iowa, 182 bushels in Nebraska and 185 bushels 
in Ohio, which are all above last year’s tour 

projections. The only corn estimates below 
last year’s tour occurred in Minnesota (177.4 
bushels per acre) and South Dakota (151.4).

Brian Grete, Pro Farmer editor, reported 
corn yield projections during seven stops in 
central and west central Illinois averaged 202 
bushels per acre, with a range of 164 to 247 
bushels. USDA earlier this month pegged 
the Illinois corn yield at a record 214 bushels 
per acre, although that estimate was based on 
different methodology and conditions as of 
Aug. 1.

“The corn in Indiana is some of the best 
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Join us at the Farm Progress Show!
August 31–September 2, 2021

We’ll be waiting for you at booth #749
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Supply chain issues 
continue to impact equip-
ment manufacturers, like 
most other industries.

But that hasn’t stopped 
farmers and others from 
buying ag equipment, based 
on the Association of Equip-
ment Manufacturers’ (AEM) 
mid-year tractor and combine 
sales report.

AEM reported sales 
increased 13.7% for farm 
tractors and 12.6% for 
combines the first half of the 
year compared to the same 
stretch in 2020.

The sales pace also remains 
above the five-year average, 
although it did drop below 
last year’s run from May to 
June.

“The (sales of) row crop 
tractors have been really 
solid since about October of 
last year moving forward,” 
Curt Blades, AEM senior 
vice president of ag services 
and forestry, told the RFD 
Radio Network. “You look at 
commodity prices and farmer 
attitudes and that gives you 
a pretty good indication 
of where ag is. I think this 

Tractor, combine 

sales rev up despite 

supply chain issues

Jarin Maxey of Cumberland, far right, competes with others during the Master Show-
manship competition at the Illinois State Fair in Springfield. The weeklong fair attracted 
thousands of visitors of all ages seeking food and fun and a semi return to pre-COVID 
activities. Check out coverage on pages 3-5. (Photo by Catrina Rawson)
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In response to members’ questions 
and interest surrounding carbon 
markets, Illinois Farm Bureau estab-
lished a carbon team to dig into the 
details of this developing area. 

The team, which has been meeting 
over the past year, is made up of 19 
farmers, including county Farm Bureau 

board members, county Farm Bureau 
presidents and IFB board members.

“We’ve met with researchers from 
the University of Illinois, policymak-
ers in Washington, D.C., and other 
industry specialists to stay current on 
the new and ever-changing world of 
carbon credits and how it will affect 
agriculture,” explained Jared Gregg, 
IFB Carbon Team chairman and Piatt 
County Farm Bureau secretary.

The work of the team aims to further 
develop the world around voluntary, 
incentive-based conservation and 
carbon markets in a way that protects 
farmers who choose to participate.

“I think the carbon team is import-
ant because Illinois farmers need a seat 
at the table during the carbon market 
discussion,” said Gregg. “If we don’t 

IFB team explores developing carbon markets

2021 Corn Yields

Corn Yield (bpa) Change from 3-year avg.

Illinois 196.3 +6.5%

Indiana 193.4 +10.8%

Iowa 190.7 +4.3%

Nebraska 182.3 +3.8%

Minnesota 177.4 -2.2%

Ohio 185 +10.7%

South Dakota 151.4 -11.1%

Pro Farmer Crop Tour Estimates:

See Equipment, page 2

See Carbon, page 2

Tour finds it all – from record crop potential to total losses

See Tour, page 7


