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SMALL WIND TURBINE

Sales - Service - Installation

Ameren/ ComEd/ Jo-Carrol Utilities
26% Federal Tax Credit

For Farm or Home

CALL (309) 716-7799 TODAY
to eliminate or lower your electric bill Turn to page 5 for more information.

FarmWeek will not publish Nov. 29. Happy Thanksgiving!

BY TIMOTHY EGGERT

FarmWeek

The Biden administration 
on Thursday floated return-
ing to a broader interpreta-
tion of the federal govern-
ment’s authority under the 
Clean Water Act (CWA) while 
agencies work to replace the 
Trump-era rule.

The new rule, proposed 

by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
and the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, would re-establish 
the definition of “waters of 
the United States” to what 
was in place from 1986 to 
2015.

“In recent years, the only 
constant with WOTUS has 
been change, creating a 

whiplash in how to best 
protect our waters in commu-
nities across America,” EPA 
Administrator Michael S. 
Regan said in a statement. 

“Continuity with the 1986 
regulations will minimize 
confusion and provide 
regulatory stability for the 
public, the regulated commu-
nity, and the agencies, while 
protecting the nation’s 
waters,” the agencies said.

American Farm Bureau 
Federation President Zippy 

USDA estimated 95% of Illinois corn and 93% of soybeans had 
been harvested as of Nov. 15. Check out the crop update story 
on page 9 for more information. (Photo by Catrina Rawson)

DONE. THANKFUL.

BY KAY SHIPMAN

FarmWeek

County Farm Bureaus around the 
state and their adopted state legislators 
discussed issues during on-farm and 
agribusiness tours, virtual visits and 
fun activities.

Christina Nourie, Illinois Farm 
Bureau northeast legislative coordina-
tor, shared a roundup of recent county 
Farm Bureau and legislator visits.

Peoria County Farm Bureau 
member Rob Asbell hosted a virtual 
tour for new agriculture students 

at Rich Township High School in 
south suburban Olympia Fields, the 
district of the county Farm Bureau’s 
adopted legislator, state Rep. Debbie 
Meyers-Martin, D-Olympia Fields. 
After original plans for a virtual 
combine ride were thwarted, Asbell 
and the students discussed his work as 
a grain farmer and he showed the class 
technology in his combine in a virtual 
visit. The new ag teacher, Piaget Felix, 
indicated her students really enjoyed 
the virtual tour and Meyers-Martin 
appreciated the county Farm Bureau’s 
creative visit. County Farm Bureau 
leaders first connected with Piaget 

while touring her school during a visit 
to Meyers-Martin’s district.

Harvest proved opportune for several 
legislators, their staff and even family 
to make farm visits.

LaSalle County Farm Bureau 
hosted state Rep. Lakesia Collins, 
D-Chicago, her 13- and 9-year-old 
sons and two district staff members 
for farm visits. Collins toured the Dau 
family’s beef farm then joined a group 
of farmers for lunch and conversation. 
Farm equipment and sheep were next 
on the agenda at the Over family’s 
grain and livestock farm.

Richland County Farm Bureau 
organized a two-day visit for state Rep. 
Lindsey LaPointe, D-Chicago, and her 
chief of staff, Jessica Genova. LaPointe, 
who joined the Adopt-a-Legislator 
program in 2020, and Genova rode in 
a tractor and combine with Richland 
County Farm Bureau President Joel 
Gardner on his Olney farm. They also 
toured Consolidated Grain and Barge 
and Fox Creek Vineyards. During an 
evening meal at Darin Weidner’s farm, 
the visitors met several Young Leaders 
and other farmers. Green energy was a 

County Farm Bureaus, adopted lawmakers bridging urban-rural gap

BY DANIEL GRANT

FarmWeek

Farmers should develop risk 
management plans, if they 
don’t already have some in 
place, to deal with the likeli-
hood of tighter margins ahead.

That was a focal point of the 
Agricultural Bankers Confer-
ence, hosted by the American 
Bankers Association at the 
Duke Energy Convention 
Center in Cincinnati.

“This decade will be defined 
by financial and business IQ 
(to complement improving 
production capabilities),” said 
David Kohl, ag economist/

professor emeritus at Virginia 
Tech, who spoke in his sixth 
different decade at the event 
dating back to the 1970s.

“The last couple years, and 
during the economic supercyle 
(from 2008-2013), dollar bills 
came flying out of the air,” he 
continued. “Now, (farmers) 
are going to be managing by 
nickels and dimes and maybe 
even pennies.”

USDA estimates net farm 
income increased by $15.5 
billion from 2019 to 2020 and 
it’s forecast to grow another 
19.5% this year.

Risk management 
critical as farmers 
face margin crunch

See Lawmakers, page 4

See Risk, page 2

EPA, Army Corps propose pre-2015 WOTUS rule
INSIDE:

House passes Build Back 
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New dicamba rules coming? 
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See WOTUS, page 13


