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CALL (309) 716-7799 TODAY

Enroll today and receive a $500 credit off 
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COMMUNITY SOLAR FROM SOLAR FARMS

BY DANIEL GRANT

FarmWeek

Farmers like Marshall Newhouse 
are used to making equipment repairs 
on the fly, particularly during a busy 
season such as planting.

But many had to improvise this 
season as supply chain issues created 
a shortage of some parts and long 
wait times for others.

So, when Newhouse found out he 
couldn’t get a new planter disc blade 
for weeks in the middle of the season, 
he ended up going to a machine shop 
to build another one.

“We’ve gotten used to taking the 
(part) information in (to tractor 
supply stores) and they have the part 
on hand or can order it and get it in 
a timely fashion,” said Newhouse, a 
FarmWeek CropWatcher. “This year, 
I’ve heard more than once, every-
thing is backordered.”

What’s causing local shortages 
of some equipment and parts? The 
story is quite similar to what’s driving 
everything from historically high 
lumber prices to fuel shortages and 
subsequent price inflation.

Strong 
tractor sales 
pressure 
market

A flag painted on the side of a Farm Bureau member’s 
corn crib in Marshall County serves as a reminder of our 
freedom, and those who paid the ultimate price to protect 
it. (Photo by Catrina Rawson)

WE REMEMBER

BY KAY SHIPMAN

FarmWeek

After going virtual during the 
pandemic, Illinois 4-H’ers will 
again share their skills, projects 
and knowledge in person at 
county 4-H shows across the 
state. However, the Illinois 
State 4-H Office is adhering to 
the latest Centers for Disease 
Control (CDC) guidelines.

“We’re looking forward 
to a normal fair – as normal 
as it can be,” Doug Harlan, 
Extension director in DeWitt, 
Macon and Piatt counties, told 
FarmWeek.

Recently the state 4-H office 
shared requirements for county 
4-H shows. Those require 
masks for ages 12 and younger 
and for individuals not fully 
vaccinated for COVID-19. 
People who received their last 
vaccine dose at least 14 days 
earlier are not required to wear 
masks.

“We keep aligning with CDC 
and (University of Illinois) 
campus guidelines and are 
pivoting, like most people,” said 
Carissa Nelson, state 4-H media 
communications manager.

In Harlan’s central Illinois 
counties, those guidelines 
launched his Extension unit’s 
plans for a more traditional 4-H 
show. Since March, Harlan and 
his team had planned for two 
fairs: a traditional one and a 
private, hybrid “show-and-go” 
event. The U.S. Army veteran 
had told his staff “be prepared 
to execute on order.”

Once Harlan received the 
state 4-H requirements, his 
Extension offices began imple-
menting plans for a public 
horse show June 26-27 for the 
three counties on the DeWitt 
County 4-H Fairgrounds in 
Clinton.

Nelson and Harlan noted 
4-H’ers, their families, 4-H 
volunteers and the public will 

County 4-H 
shows back 
in person as 
season starts

BY ASHLEY RICE

FarmWeek

USDA’s quarterly agricultural trade forecast 
projects farm exports to hit an all-time record 
high of $164 billion during fiscal year 2021.

Key drivers of the increase include a record 
outlook for China, overall record export 
volumes and values, high commodity prices 
and reduced foreign competition, according to 
USDA.

China is expected to be the top U.S. 
customer, with agriculture exports forecast 
at $35 billion, after surging to $33 billion at 
the end of April. That’s up from $9 billion 
in mid-2019 during the height of retaliatory 
tariffs and up from pre-trade war levels of $22 
billion in 2018.

“One thing is clear – they’re (China) buying 
and they’re buying big of U.S. commodities,” 
said Shawn Arita, USDA senior economist, 
during a Council on Food, Agriculture, and 
Resource Economics webinar. “For this 
marketing year, we have been seeing huge 
sales all year long. Corn has been going 
through the roof. We have commitments for 
over 22 million metric tons for this marketing 
year alone.”

But it’s not just corn, as soybeans, beef, 
wheat, cotton and sorghum have all seen sales 

exceeding previous years.
Will this purchase boom continue? Depends 

on both market and policy factors.
“On the market side, it’s not clear to us 

the extent of ASF (African Swine Fever), 
the spread, how fast they’re rebuilding their 
herds,” Arita said. “Nor is it clear to us what 
exactly is going on in the China feed balance 
sheet. It’s not exactly clear to us how much 
stocks that they have and how much their net 
deficit is really driving their markets. On the 
policy side, it will depend upon how well they 
continue to implement the Phase I Agree-
ment based on commitments. They’ve already 
implemented 50 of the 57 structural commit-
ments. Will they continue along this path?”

At the end of the day, one thing is clear 
– Chinese consumers need and want U.S. 
products, Arita said.

“We can see this in their prices. Corn costs 
$12 per bushel in China, their pork prices are 
double what they are here in the U.S.,” Arita 
said. “Same with wheat prices, they’re both 
double what we have here. Many U.S. food 
products are recognized as premium brands in 
the Chinese market.”

Other top markets for the U.S. include 
Canada, Mexico, Japan, the European Union 
and South Korea.

USDA forecasts record farm exports
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