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Enroll today and receive a $200 credit 
off your Ameren or ComEd utility bill CALL (309) 716-7799 TODAY

BY DANIEL GRANT

FarmWeek

Many farmers continue to embrace the strategy 
of planting soybeans earlier in the season in the 
race to produce more nodes.

Soybean growers in Illinois planted 41% of the 
crop by May 2 this season, including 23% of the 
crop in just one week (April 26 to May 2), which 
was about three times the average pace.

So, how are those beans looking at this point 
after enduring freezing temperatures and even 
snow April 20 in some areas of the state followed 
by light frost May 12-13?

“In a lot of cases, the (early-planted) beans 
survived the frost. They have more nodes and 
are generally taller,” Jessica Herdes, DEKALB/
Asgrow technical agronomist and Richland 
County resident, said during a webinar hosted by 
the Illinois Soybean Association.

“I know a lot of March beans sat in the ground 
for 20 days,” she said. “It’s pretty cool to see how 
the early-planted beans, despite these challenges, 
powered through.”

A poll during the webinar found 73% of partic-
ipants planted soybeans in April, 24% in May and 
just 2% in March.

Early-planted 

soybeans show 

good potential
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USDA caught traders off guard as 
it slashed crop production and yield 
projections in its first survey-based 
estimates of the season.

The Ag Department Thursday pegged 
U.S. corn production at 14.75 billion 
bushels (down 415 million bushels 
from its July estimate) with an average 
yield of 174.6 bushels per acre (down 
nearly 5 bushels). This month’s soybean 
estimates sit at 4.34 billion bushels of 
production (down 66 million bushels 
from July) with an average yield of 50 
bushels per acre, down nearly a bushel 
from last month.

Estimates for both crops came in 
well below trade expectations. USDA 
also lowered its all-wheat production 
forecast by 3% from the previous 
estimate to 1.7 billion bushels nation-
wide.

“The trade was building this report 
to be pretty important, and it was a 
little more of a surprise than antici-
pated,” Randy Martinson, of Martinson 

Ag Risk Management, said during a 
teleconference hosted by the Minneapo-
lis Grain Exchange. “We’re seeing some 
pretty good gains (in the markets), with 
corn being the strongest.”

USDA raised its 2021-22 season 
average price estimates by 15 cents for 
corn (to $5.75 per bushel) and a dime 
for wheat (to $6.70), while it left the 
soybean price estimate unchanged from 
last month at $13.70.

“All in all, it was a pretty friendly 
report for corn,” Karl Setzer, commod-
ity risk analyst for AgriVisor, told the 
RFD Radio Network. “The corn yield 
was cut by call it 5 bushels. That’s a big 
reduction. The trade did not see that 
coming.”

The yield estimates illustrate tremen-
dous disparity between generally favor-
able conditions in the eastern Corn Belt 

and drought-stunted crops to the west. 
USDA pegged average corn yields at 
a record-high 214 bushels per acre in 
Illinois, 194 in Indiana and 193 in Ohio 
while yields tumbled to just 106 bushels 
per acre in North Dakota, 133 in South 
Dakota and 166 in Minnesota.

The average wheat yield in Illinois 
also set a record at 80 bushels per acre 
this season, up 12 bushels from last 
year.

The first estimate of the Illinois 
soybean yield of the season came at a 
record 64 bushels per acre. Elsewhere, 
soy yields were pegged at 60 bushels per 
acre in Indiana, 58 bushels in Iowa and 
just 39 bushels in South Dakota and 24 
in North Dakota.

“This is an east versus west year,” 

Crop estimates surprise trade; yield fluctuation substantial
See Soybeans, page 2

See Yield, page 2

It’s state fair time. Above, Tyler 
Cole of Ford County prepares 
his Polled Hereford to go into the 
show arena during the Illinois 
State Fair in Springfield, while be-
low, a sheep peeks out from its 
stall. The fair runs through Aug. 
22. Visit FarmWeekNow.com for 
fair coverage throughout the week. 
(Photos by Catrina Rawson)
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