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Marketing plans critical amid volatility

A Nebraska inventor
created a 40-pound
robot that will eliminate
the need for anyone to
enter a grain bin. PG. 3

BY DANIEL GRANT

FarmWeek
Farmers can exhale as the majority
of crops are out of the field.
But now is not the time to become
complacent and employ the old
“store it and forget it” strategy,
according to Steve Johnson, retired
Iowa State University Extension
farm management specialist.
Johnson, who currently works as
a consultant, encouraged farmers to
develop 2022 and 2023 crop marketing plans during a series of meetings
in western and northern Illinois this
month. He started the tradition of
hosting marketing meetings around
the state at Knox County Farm
Bureau in 2002.
“We’re in the third year of pretty
good (crop) prices,” he told farmers
during his biannual seminar in
Galesburg Nov. 15. “I don’t feel
we’re going to sell this market off,
See Marketing, page 10

For the first time since
the mid-1990s, rural
popluations grew faster
than metro areas in
2021, largely because of
the pandemic. PG. 4
Just like everything else,
Thanksgiving dinner
will cost more this year.
AFBF’s annual survey
found the meal for 10
will cost on average
20% more than last year.
PG. 4

Just like that, trees are bare, equipment is back in the shed and harvest is complete. USDA reported 94% of
corn and 98% of soybeans were harvested statewide on Nov. 14. (Photo by Catrina Rawson)

Rural health care environment ‘not sustainable’
BY TAMMIE SLOUP

FarmWeek
Rural communities are older,
sicker and poorer.
“It’s a terrible marketing line
... but a great elevator speech
when trying to communicate the
uniqueness of rural communities,” said Alan Morgan, chief
executive officer of the National
Rural Health Association.
Morgan, who has more than
31 years of experience in health
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policy, spoke during an Arizona
Telemedicine Program webinar
Wednesday about the state of
rural health.
How are rural hospitals faring
as they emerge from the height
of the pandemic? That’s a difficult question to answer, Morgan
said.
“We’re in a precarious situation where we’re seeing almost
half of the nation’s rural
hospitals currently operating
at a negative margin,” he said.

“We’re seeing tremendous
Medicare and Medicaid cuts
happening across the nation.
And this is happening at a time
where we’re seeing an amazing
staffing crisis. ... It’s just a
tremendously difficult time for
rural providers.”
Federal funding helped
prop up operations during
the COVID-19 public health
emergency, but much of that
assistance was temporary.
Since 2005, 180 rural hospi-

tals have closed across the U.S.,
and a report released last month
by the Center for Healthcare
Quality and Payment Reform
estimates more than 600 rural
hospitals – nearly 30% of all
rural hospitals in the country –
are at risk of closing in the near
future. The report states 13 rural
hospitals are at risk of closing in
Illinois, but did not name them.
Looking ahead, the immediate
See Health care, page 11

Recently aquire some
farmland? Don’t be in a
hurry to sell it. Experts
offered this tip and
others to first-time land
owners. PG. 5
Are the highest meat
prices behind us? An
associate economics
professor at Iowa State
believes so. PG. 6
A farm dog from Shelby
County is a finalist for
AFBF’s People’s Choice
Pup. Meet Bernice and
find out how to vote.
PG. 13
FarmWeek will not
publish Nov. 28. Happy
Thanksgiving!

Robots, drones working U of I’s farm of future
BY KAY SHIPMAN

Periodicals: Time Valued

FarmWeek

ogies being tested on the
80-acre farm during a Safety
for Emerging Robotics
and Autonomous Agriculture Workshop on the
Urbana-Champaign campus.
In June, the U of I received
a three-year, $3.9 million
grant from USDA’s National
Institute of Food and

A stand of cereal rye, seeded
by an autonomous robot
between standing rows of
corn, demonstrates the future
on the University of Illinois’
I-FARM.
Recently, university
researchers demonstrated
See Robots, page 2
and reported about technol-
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Isabella Condotta,
an engineer and
professor with the
University of Illinois Animal Sciences Department,
watches an EarthSense autonomous
robot display its
cover crop seeding
mechanism. (Photo
by Kay Shipman)

