
BY DANIEL GRANT

FarmWeek

Dry conditions allowed 
farmers to maintain a blistering 
harvest pace in recent weeks.

But the dryness, combined 
with the perfect storm of 
above-average temperatures 
and high winds, also sparked 
a rash of field fires Wednesday 
across the state.

Field fires erupted near 
Altamont, Beecher City, Carlin-
ville, Champaign, Clinton, 
Danforth, Delavan, Effingham, 
Equality, Galesburg, German-
town, Harvel, La Hogue, 
Lebanon, Mahomet, Mason 

City, Paris, Peotone, Tonica and 
other locations.

The fires, which were all 
extinguished the same day by 
local departments, farmers and 
volunteers, ranged in size from 
20 to 500-plus acres. Thick 
smoke possibly contributed to 
auto accidents reported near 
Delavan and on Interstate 72 
near Champaign.

“The No. 1 factor (behind 
the outbreak) was it was so 
warm, with temperatures in 
the lower 80s (about 20 degrees 
above average),” said Matt 
Barnes, meteorologist with 
the National Weather Service, 

which issued a red flag warning 
the day of the fires.

“The other key contributing 
factors were very dry condi-
tions, with a good chunk of 
east and southeast Illinois 
under moderate drought, 
and there were very strong 
winds gusting to 30 to 35 mph 
(with a peak gust of 49 mph 
recorded at Willard Airport in 
Champaign County),” Barnes 
said.

Cause of the fires remained 
under investigation as of 
Thursday, although in some 
cases bearings or other pieces 
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University of Illinois Pesticide 

Safety Education Program applica-

tor training begins online Nov. 1. 
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Southern Illinois University 

expands efforts to research new 

agricultural robotic technology. 
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Lee County Farm Bureau Pres-

ident Don Meyer benefits from 

an investment made in irrigation. 
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IF YOU’RE CONSIDERING AN AUCTION WE CAN HELP!
N-25G

Dry conditions ignite increased harvest activity, field fires

A fire at the intersection of U.S. 51 and Route 10 near Clinton Wed-
nesday burned a cornfield and ditch near a utility pole. The cause 
remains under investigation. (Photo by Daniel Grant)

BY KAY SHIPMAN

FarmWeek

The bipartisan Joint 
Committee on Administra-
tive Rules ( JCAR) Wednesday 
addressed state anhydrous 
ammonia rule amendments 
proposed for second notice 
by the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture (IDOA). After 
reviewing the text, Illinois 
Farm Bureau President Richard 
Guebert Jr. submitted written 
comments about the details 
of the grower safety training 
certification.

IDOA had proposed more 
mandatory safety training for 
Illinois growers and grower 
farm operators who transport 
or apply anhydrous ammonia, 
or otherwise maintain 
anhydrous ammonia equip-
ment.

In the amendment approved 
by JCAR, growers or grower 
farm operators who transport 
or apply or otherwise maintain 
equipment would be trained 
in safe operating practices 
and steps needed during an 
emergency or a leak.

A “grower farm operator” 
is defined as an individual 
employed by or otherwise 

authorized by a grower to 
transport or apply anhydrous 
ammonia, or to otherwise 
maintain anhydrous ammonia 
equipment. These individ-
uals include grower family 
members, full-time and 
part-time hired help and others 
providing anhydrous ammonia 
services at no fee.

In IFB’s comments, Guebert 
recommended the state initially 
require new mandatory train-
ing certification no later than 
April 1, 2022.

“Although the exact number 
is not yet certain, some 
estimates indicate that there 
are as many as 5,000 growers 

and grower farm operators who 
will be required to be trained 
under this new requirement,” 
Guebert wrote. Without an 
initial certification deadline in 
the rules, one might assume the 
requirement would take effect 
immediately.

Training of that many 
individuals “causes several 
challenges at any time, but 
particularly in the middle of a 
global pandemic,” he wrote.

“IFB plans to offer both 
online and in-person train-
ing programs to growers and 
grower farm operators in 
conjunction with IDOA, other 
farmer groups and the Illinois 

Fertilizer and Chemical Associ-
ation,” Guebert continued.

The new requirement speci-
fies the training should be 
offered free to growers and 
grower farm operators in an 
online program on IDOA’s 
website or an IDOA-approved 
attendance-based training 
program.

IFB plans to continue 
discussions with IDOA, the 
Illinois Fertilizer and Chemical 
Association and other agricul-
ture groups on the next steps 
needed to implement online 
training, according to Lauren 
Lurkins, IFB director of 
environmental policy.

JCAR OKs anhydrous safety training requirement amendments
IFB to assist with 
farmer training 

Farmers, don’t apply anhydrous until 
soil temperatures at a 4-inch depth have 
dropped to 50 degrees and the forecast 
calls for weather that will keep soil 
temperatures cool. Remember, nitrifi-
cation will occur until soils freeze.

For the latest soil temperatures, check 
the Illinois Climate Network website at 
{isws.illinois.edu/warm/soil}.

To ensure crops will have enough 
available nitrogen next spring, think 

about applying part of your nitrogen in 
the fall and the remainder next year.

Consider using a nitrification inhibi-
tor with fall applications. Nitrification 
inhibitors slow the activity of nitrify-
ing bacteria, slowing nitrification of 
ammonium to nitrate.

Several universities support the 
recommended rates available from 
the Nitrogen Rate Calculator {http://
cnrc.agron.iastate.edu/}. The online 

calculator allows farmers to deter-
mine an economic return to nitrogen 
application at different nitrogen and 
corn prices to find profitable nitrogen 
rates directly from recent nitrogen 
rate research data. Consider reserving 
part of that recommended rate for a 
preplant or side-dress application. That 
will reduce potential losses and give 
you flexibility depending on weather 
conditions in the spring.

Check soil temperatures before applying fall nitrogen 

See Harvest fires, page 2


