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BY DANIEL GRANT

FarmWeek

Communication with ag 
input suppliers will remain 
extremely important this 
fall as farmers prepare for 
harvest and planning for the 
2023 season.

Supplies of ag inputs 
are expected to remain 
somewhat tight this fall 
and into next year due to a 
host of headwinds including 
geopolitical issues, tariffs, 
high raw input prices, regula-
tory and freight costs and 
a tight labor market among 
other factors. Prices of many 
products, subsequently, 
could remain volatile.

GROWMARK leaders 
discussed ag inputs and 
current supply chain dynam-
ics during the cooperative’s 
2022 System Summit in 
Normal.

“As I look to 2023, I see 
more of the same challenges 
we experienced so far in 
2022,” said Jeff Bunting, 
GROWMARK’s vice presi-
dent of crop protection. 
“Hopefully there’s some 
improvement.”

The Energy Information 
Administration recently 
forecast a slight easement of 
some energy prices into next 
year in its short-term energy 
outlook released Aug. 9. It 
projects average prices in 

the U.S. for 2023 at $89.13 
per barrel of oil (down $9 
from this year’s average) and 
$4.14 for a gallon of diesel 

fuel (down 67 cents). Natural 

gas prices, however, are 

Input supplies, prices could remain under pressure

Hallie Borcherding of 
Marion County, pic-
tured above, washes 
her crossbreed mar-
ket lamb on opening 
day of the Illinois State 
Fair in Springfield, 
while other 4-H mem-
bers, left, compete in 
the Hereford division. 
This year’s fair, themed 
“Grow with Us,” runs 
through Aug. 21. Visit 
FarmWeekNow.com for 
fair coverage through-
out the week. (Photos 
by Catrina Rawson)
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SHINE
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The expression “when 
it rains, it pours” certainly 
sums up the weather 
pattern much of this 
growing season in Illinois.

Those who received 
steady rounds of rain 
absorbed massive 
downpours that caused 
extensive flooding, partic-
ularly in parts of northern, 
southwest and southeast 
Illinois in recent weeks.

Meanwhile, there are 
farmers in portions of 
Illinois, and more so in 
states west of the Missis-
sippi River, who probably 
still feel like they can’t buy a 
rain this season.

So, what’s with the 
extreme disparity in 
rainfall events? Convective 

thunderstorms typically 
generate a wide range of 
rainfall within a small 
geographical area, and that’s 
just what the jet stream is 
funneling right through the 
state as the subtropical flow 
from the south and north-
ern polar jet merge.

“We’re in a region where 
we’re seeing the two jet 
streams come together,” 
meteorologist Jim Rasor 
said at the Illinois Wheat 
Association’s summer 
forum in Okawville 
(Washington County). “The 
jet streams are like the train 

Extreme rain 
events could  
be new normal

INSIDE:

USDA projects record-

breaking soybean harvest, 

smaller corn crop. PG. 3

See Outlook, page 2

See Rain, page 2
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Illinois Farm Bureau led 
a two-part effort to oppose 
the Inflation Reduction Act, 
the massive climate, tax and 
healthcare spending package 
advanced by Congress.

More than 1,200 Farm 
Bureau members contacted 
their congressional 

representatives, urging 
them to vote “no” on the 
bill, largely because of 
its tax implications for 
farmers. Farm Bureau also 
sent a letter Aug. 11 to the 
full Illinois congressional 
delegation, asking each of 
the 18 members to vote 
against it.

IFB opposes inflation bill

See Inflation, page 5


