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BY DANIEL GRANT

FarmWeek

It appears crop potential 
is shrinking before many 
farmers have a chance to fire 
up their combines, based on 
USDA’s latest estimates.

The Ag Department 
pegged U.S. corn output at 
13.9 billion bushels in its 
Sept. 12 crop production 
report, down 3% from the 
previous forecast and 8% 
below last year.

After an extremely variable 
growing season — defined 
by late planting, wide areas 
of drought (particularly west 
of the Mississippi River) 
and isolated pockets of 
historic flash flooding — the 
national average corn yield 
estimate currently sits at 
172.5 bushels per acre, down 
2.9 bushels from the previ-
ous forecast.

“It’s well in line with 
expectations,” Mike Mock, 
a farmer marketing advisor 

for Consolidated Grain 
and Barge Co., said of the 
corn yield estimate during 
a webinar. “This is a good 
crop, but not a great crop.”

Meanwhile, USDA’s previ-
ous projection of a record 
soybean crop went by the 
wayside, at least for the time 
being, as the agency cut the 
production forecast by 3% 
from last month to 4.38 
billion bushels.

The average soybean yield 
estimate currently sits at 50.5 
bushels per acre nationwide, 
down 1.4 bushels from the 
previous forecast.

“The western states did 
not show any improvement 
(in soybean potential) with 
the late finishing weather,” 
Mock said.

Average soybean yields by 
state came in at 64 bushels 
per acre in Illinois, down 
2 bushels from last month; 
60 bushels in Indiana (no 

USDA trims yield estimates for corn, soybeans

A Champaign County corn crop nears harvest as the U.S. Department of Agriculture added a bushel to its esti-
mate for the state’s average corn yield compared to the previous month. However, USDA pegged U.S. corn out-
put at 13.9 billion bushels in its Sept. 12 crop production report, down 3% from the previous forecast and 8% be-
low last year. (Photo by Catrina Rawson)

BY TIMOTHY EGGERT

FarmWeek

To specialty crop grower Austin 
Flamm, on-farm labor is a double-edged 
sword.

“It almost breaks you trying to pay 
for it, but you’d have nothing without 
it,” said Flamm, who typically employs 
between 100 and 150 people each 
season to help harvest the hundreds of 
acres of fruits and vegetables his family 
raises in Union County.

About 75% of those workers are 
not U.S. citizens but come to work at 
Flamm Orchards through the federal 
H2A program, which allows Ameri-
can producers to temporarily employ 
foreign workers for on-farm duties.

And while the program is “super 
beneficial” to Flamm’s business, the 
sixth-generation farmer also says, 
“There has to be reform to how it 
operates.”

Flamm, along with other Illinois 
Farm Bureau members, raised the issue 

of labor and other input cost concerns 
in meetings this week with staffers 
and members of Illinois’ congressional 
delegation as part of IFB’s Leaders to 
Washington Program.

The recently-signed Inflation Reduc-
tion Act, congressional efforts to 
encourage the Biden administration to 
advance trade agreements, priorities 
for the 2023 farm bill and infrastruc-
ture funding for rural Illinois also led 
conversations with elected officials and 
their staffs.

Delegates participated in sit-downs 
at the Capitol Hill offices of U.S. Reps. 
Mike Bost, R-Murphysboro; Rodney 
Davis, R-Taylorville; Adam Kinzinger, 
R-Channahon; Darin LaHood, R-Dun-
lap; Mary Miller, R-Oakland; and 
Lauren Underwood, D-Naperville; and 
Sen. Tammy Duckworth, D-Hoffman 
Estates.

It was in a meeting with U.S. Sen. 
Dick Durbin, D-Springfield, however, 

IFB leaders advocate in D.C. for solutions to input costs

BY KAY SHIPMAN

FarmWeek

Union County farmer Judy 
Hoepker and her daughter, 
Morgan Stevenson, connect 
directly to consumers through 
their specialty livestock.

On their Rolling Oak Alpaca 
Ranch (ROAR), near Makanda, 
the mother-daughter duo raises 
Huacaya alpacas and makes and 
markets many artisan products 
from the animals’ fleece online 
and at their on-farm barn 
boutique. Visit rollingoakalpaca-
ranch.com or follow them on 
Facebook at roarfibers.

ROAR will join alpaca farms 
nationwide Sept. 24-25 to mark 

National Alpaca Farms Day with 
tours, demonstrations and other 
activities for the public.

“We’re on the (southern 
Illinois) wine trail so we get a lot 
of visitors from Chicago and St. 
Louis,” said Hoepker, a Union 
County Farm Bureau member.

Since 2011, the two women 
have been immersed in the 
world of alpacas and their fiber. 
Currently, they have 29 sires, 
dams and cria, or babies. The 
animals graze on 5 acres of 
pasture with herds separated 
among the pastures. One acre 
will support about 10 head of 
alpaca, according to Hoepker.

Industry spins on Union County farm

Farmer Judy Hoepker, left, works with a student learning 
how to use alpaca fiber from animals raised on Rolling 
Oak Alpaca Ranch, Makanda. The farm offers several 
fiber classes along with handcrafted items. (Photo by 
Morgan Stevenson)See Alpaca, page 2
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